
LE8SON X - March lOth, 1895.
The Rich Young Ruler. MARK '0: 17-27.

(Coieinii Io teemlo>y Verls 271-2.>

SHORTER CATECHISht.
Quest. 12. Wliat spedial aci afÉrov

idence did God &fxercise toward mian in:
the estate wher-dn he was creaied?

A. Mhen God had created man, he
entercd into a covenant of lufe with hî:n,
upon condition of perfect obedience;
forbidding hirn to eat of the tree of the
knoledge of good and evil, upon.- the

DAILV PORTIONS. Monda>'. The Rich Young Ruler; ?4ark 10:, 17-27. Zbesday.
Hindrance of Riches; Mlatt. 6: ig.a4. Wednesday. Temptation of Riches; i Tim. 6: 9.19.
Tir.sday. Ilow to FolIow Christ; Matt. z6: 24.28. Frida>'. Heirs of Eternal Life; Titus
3:- 1-. Satuirda>'. Foolish Trust; Luke 12: 13-;ZI. Sabtlizt. What to Seek First; Luke
t2: 22-31. (T'he I. B. R. A4. etectioiis.)

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS.

INTRODUCTORY. The incident in out lesson occurred during our Lord's mînistry in Per.=,
about a month before te crucifixion. The excitement produced by the raising of Lazarus
was so great that Jesus could not safely remain near jerusaleru. le, therefore, removed to
Ephraimithnohofuda andi aller a few week's returneti ta Pet.=, where he heale.

te ees(Luke 17: 12-.19), andi blessed littie children. Rend Luke 17:.12; 18: 17. Paraliç1
passages, Mntt. 19: 16-30; Luke 18: 18.30.

LESSON PLAN. I. An Earnest Seeker. vs. 17.20. IL A Severe Test. VS. 21, 22.
III. Our Oniy Hope. vS. 23-27-

I. AN EARNEST SEE.KZR. 17. Gone
forth into the -way-H-e left the house where
he had blessed ihe littie chirdren. IlThis can
mean no other than the final departure from
1'er.motajerusalem." (Lange.) Theremcme
one-Luke mentions that he was "a ruler,"
or eider of the synagogue. Matthew adds that
lie Nffs a " «young mnan," probably under forty.
lie was eager and respectful. Mark atone
mentions (i) his "running andi kneeling; "
(2) the expressions "take up thy cross," "de-
fraud lot ; " (3) that Jesus Illoved him ; 14)
that the ruler was Ilsad ;" and (5) aur Lord's
?ooing thrice. (Lindsay.) Good muster--
l"This titie %as neyer given by pupils to their
tenchers, and indicates, some have thought, a
tone of patronage " (Lindsay), as wce sometimes
say Ilmy good man." Hience our Saviour's
gentie rebuke. Rather, we think, he correctly

pecied the moral excellence of Christ.
Wat shah 1 do? In Matt. IlWhat good
thing, shall 1 do?" The sarne question ivaa
asked in Lessons III and VIL. He thought
that eternal life was ta be gained by same very
meritorious action, Not what we do but wvhat
we are counts wvith Goti. By usit.g the word
"l'inherit " he d1scloses the fact that he con-
ceives of eternal life as a personal right in
virtue of his -Jeish descent. Christians re-
gard themselves as "joint heirs" wit]: Christ

(Rom. 8: 16, 17.) "*Jesus saw that he %vas
putting all upon moral goodness ; some higber
virtue ta bç reached by 71is own efforts entitling
him ta eternal life.' (Hanna.) "lHe had
lived externally a blameless life ; but yet he
was not at pence ; he was anxious and he came
ta ascertain what, in the view of Jesus, was to
be lonte, that bis righteausness might be com-
plete." (Barnes.> lie looked upon Jesuà as
a pre-eminently "11good " man, und thlerefore
as one who likely possessed the secret of that

eac which he sought for in vain. Jesus told
imtesec:et. Let us read it'for ourselves,

and teach it to aur scholars to.day.
18. Why callest thon me good? -The

young man recognized in the blameless life of
Christ, illuminated by his marvellous teachings
andigaiu acts of beneficence, a higher
standardcthan he hati been able to attain. Hie
would [an know the secret of it. But he re-
gards Jesus as a nman only. He was wvroilg
here, and Jesus gently remintis him that such

.perfection of character is to be faund in God
only. Hence he must look to somethinghîgher
than humnan ability for what he seeks. Christ
does not clisclaim the titie of "good," but he
wvauld tura the thoughts of the young mnan to
the ont y source of eternal life, namely, God
hiniself and surrender of self ta im. The
mind of the young mnan was flot yet prepared

(46)

GOL.DEN Tyxr.
"Seec ye iirst the kingdom of Goi."

Matt. 6: 33.
PROVE THAT

Self-sacrifice is the way of life. Matt.
16:24.

LnSSOr }IYMNS.
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