
The Strength That is in Joy

et spring. There is a mysterieus Hand that
takes away the coverlot et suow se cacetully
sprsad upon the earth during the cold sud
barren menthe ot winter. It tints the grss
a s reSh sud living greau. The saine Hsud
restoe. the birda te their perches sud filla
the woode with soeg. It bringa the leaves
te, the trees sud gives the whole tacs of nature
s eew torm. "lAwake ya thât dweU lu the
duat," cries a Voice, "sud sing a new eong 1"

Ther la alse, what we may rail the miracle
et the sick roin: it happens to-day as well
as le tormer day.. Rare is eue lying at the
point ot death. The doctor bas dons ail he
possibly can do. Friands are cailed lu, sud
ail look tor the luat at suy moment. The
ouly index et lite ie tha heart, aud each beat
le weaker sud taluter :they wlU sou cesse.
But euddeuly a turu cornes. The rloaed
eyes open. Strength retures, sud lits i.
renewed.

la it net a miracle that auch a thing bas
happened ? Which is grester. te âuatch a
Ite troin death, or te, restoe it atter it bas
beeu taken ? Both are equally marveflous
te us, because we eau do neither. We are
helpiess eiher lu the tacs et lite er et death;
sud for us the miracles et lite are passiug lu
the world, net only yeaterday, but new, sud
@hall pas every day we livb.

Sometimes mon say,-OGod chooses the
naturel rather thsu the supemnatural to makre
manitest Ris power; but the reverse is the
truth, tor the superuatural la the naturel
with Hlm. Net te speak et the greatest
miracle et ail, the regeneration et a elutul
soul, (led le always makiug semeone or soins-
thiug trom the duat, sud makiug these ing
a uew seug. The graus, the flowers, the trees,
the eick, aU awake te praise the Lord; sud
let everything that bath breath praise Hlm
for Hie mighty acte 1
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Mattbew Amnold sys that lu the words,

"The joy e the Lord l your stregth" there'* Israel's religion sud the religion et the Bible."
Such a eaying may net ceutain the whele

truth, but it reminda un vigoroualy of an
element without which pure religion cannat
be. It is theceustom to cauntlsrsela Stern
people, who held sicof train the lighter and
tairer aspects of lite. Their traac history
shows a peuple who, firit became exile. f rom
holle, aud then exiles tram theïr native
lsnd, passing through -saY deep, dark
waters. But the haut of hape beat strong
and tull. Out ot the depths men arase who
epeke of "everlasting joy," and ot the desert
that should "rejoice sud bloesom as the rose."

Christ carres on te, ita tullees this current
ct joy. In His lite, as in the Story ot Hie
race, the shadows are dark snd heavy. Hie
knew the bitterness that lay behiud bath
"Hosannas" aud the cry, "Crucify Him."
But neither suffering nr the cruel power
ot gin availed ta break Hie spirit. With un-
faing cheerfulncess He bade Ris tollowers,
"Rejoice, and be exceeding glad." The
same spirit prevailed in Hie hours ot deepest
tellowship with thein. "These thinge bave 1
spoken unto yeu, that My joy may ha lu you,
and that your joy may be tulfllled."

New power would corne te our religions
actîvities te-day would we but leam with
Jesns the Secret of that joy iu unbroken
harmdny with God. The moarose, dark-
counteuanced man bas littîs jnspiring in-
fluence. The Christian lite l nt s dufl sud
unattractive monotone, sud we hetray it
wheu we let it drift ipto what is melancholy
sud repulsive. There in a place tor the
Puritan conscience, snd if we hari mare et it
there would ha leus compromise with evil;
but stemnu ,is not incompatible with the
happy heart, and te ha thoughttul and pure
la 1 it tp be joyless.

Those whuse duty bringa thein otten tare
to face with their tellows have much ueed et
the huoyant spirit ot Robert Louis Stevenson,
sud his fine determination t&~ makre hie lite
a "Iradiatiug locus et goodwill."

What cheer lu these lins
"If 1 have taltered more or le.s

Iu my great task ot happineé;
If I have moved among my raes
And showu ne glorious momiug tace;
It beais trom happy human eyes
Have moved me net; if meming skies,
Booksand my food, sud ruminer rein


