
LESSON 1 -- January 6th.
John the Baptist Beheaded. MARK 6: 17-29.

(Com111il 10 fileilOty a'er.Se. 26-28.)

GOLDMN Titx*i. SnowvaaR CATECH1SM.
"Fear flot theni which kilt the Quest. i. Wlial is the chie! cneiIbody, but are not table to, kilt the ofinan ? A. Man's chief end is to

soul." M'tatt. 10 28. J glorify' God, andi to enjoy himi for.,ver.
['RovE TiUÂT LïsSSON IIYMNS.

JIntegrity somne.tines brings trouble, ÇIIZI.DRELN'S HIYMNilAI, NOS. 248,
JDan- 3: 19. 117, 205, 40.

DAILY PORTIONS. Alûyuley. John the l3aptist Behcadeti; Mark 6: 14.29. 7ilcsdlay.
The Witness of johsu; John l1:19.27. I'ed;zesday. John'is Teaching;, Lukze 3: 7-14. Thutrs.
dlay. Christ's Týestimony; Mait. Il: 7-15. fflday. Fear andi Fe.iclessness; Luke :2ý: z-z2.
Satuirday. ïMartyrs for Gud; Heb. il: 3z.40. Sabballi. The Crown of Life; ReV. 2: 8-11.

NOTES AND EXPLANAT*ONS.
IN'1RI)UCORV.The mission of the Twvelve hati greatly extended the faile of jesus, antd

the preaching of a ~'kingdomi" liatI led soine to inform Heroti regarding hiii, lest the new
mnovement shoulti have political. importance. 1-eroci, however, quite understood its purely
religious character, but his conscience and bis superstitious fears led him to declare that Christ
wvas John the .Baynist, wvhom hie had beheadeti, ribun again fromn the dead. This remlark of
Herod's is explaineti in our lesson, wvhich gives an account of the inartyrdomn of the great
Foreàunner. Parallef passages, Matt. 14: 1-12; Luke 3: 19-20; 9: 7-9.

LLSSON P>LAN. I. The Fearless Preacher. vs. 17-19. IL' The ]3irthiday Banquet.
VS. 20-25. 111. The Martyreti Prophet. vs. 26.29.

I. TuE ýFE!ARLESS 1RLACHER. 17. HiiGûur&-I*faitful rebuke. John was -a true prophet.
-{erol Antipas, son of Heroti the Great. (Ezek. 2: 5-7). Fle risked his life when lie
Fle was tetrarch of Ituraea andi Trachonitis. rebukzed Herod, but hie feared God rather t.ban,
Laid hold tapon John - The arres. touk mnan. '-e become responsible for sin that w.
place sumie time before (MaItt. 4: 12; Mark i: do flot denotince when a fifting opportunity
14). Bound hlm In prison--is place of occurs. It is flot lawvful-for three reasôns:
confinement, according to, Josephus, wvas the (i) Pbilip was still. living. (2) H-erod's wife
castle of M4achaerus, about nine miles eust of wvas still alive. (3) She was within the pro-
the northern endi of the Deati Sea. lieroti hibited degrees of consanguinity) being bis
%vas probably ai this time engageti in Nvar wvith niece (Lev. 18: 14; 20: 19), anti of affnity,
blis father-in-1awv, Aretas, whose daughter bie being bis brother's Nvife (Lev. 18: 16; 20.'
hati driven away Nvhen lie took, 1-erodias. In 21). The emphasis seems to be laid on te
this wvar hie was defe!ateel, anti thé jeîvs rejoiceti last reason. It was an aggravation of the.
at bis disconmfiture as a judient uipon bini for crime of adultery. Josephus says tbat John's
murdering John. Herodias - She was a bld rebuke wvas only a pretext, so far asH--eroti
granti-dauighter of Ilerod the Great, andi wife of 'vas concerneti. H1e was sbamieless enough
lier uncle Hieroti Philip 1. phI11Up - a baîf- not to feel hurt by it. His real reason was
brother of Herod Antipas. - Hie bad fallen un. lest John shouki stir up an insurrection.
der the displeasurte of his fatber andi Nvas ex- 19. Had a qiuarrel agatnst hlmn-R. V.
cludeti froni the succession. He lived in re- "set herseif agrainsi hini ; !' lit. "d< herishei -in-
tirenieni at Jertusalem* I-le inust flot be mis- ward wvrath against bim." Watching -for lier
taken for the tetrarcb, Phili j:, who was anoiber opportunity of revenge. Deslred ta kili
baif-brother of the samie haame, anti who, marrieti hlmi (IL V. 1-She had a settled andi persistent
bis daugliter Saloine, the (lancer of our lesson. determnination on the subject. Matthev says

18. John *had said-" The tense implies that H-eroti would have let bier have lier way
that lie saiti h. more than once.' It *as the but that lie feareti the multitude (Matt. 14: 5;
burden of John's exhortations to bim." - (AI. 21: 26; Lukze 20: 6). The next verse gives
ford.) H1e reproveti -Heroti for lis general another reason. Probably both wvere true. -
proffigacy. (Lukze 3: 19). Compare Nathan 20. Herod féan-ed John-" As Queen
andi David (2 Sarn,. 12: 7), andi note thse differ- ïMary. feareti Knox, or Ahalb, Elijali." R
ent spirit in which a truc chilti of Goti takes a. conscience made lina a coward. (Illus'trate lai


