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From Our Qun Correspondent.

P, 22.—Tho retail and wholesale trade
continuea faiz, considering tho wintry weather
wo are now having. Prices remain firm. Offers
are now making for next cut of logs, but mill.
menare high in their demands, ovidently ox.
pecting & boom in lumber on the opening of
the cutting scason. In this I think they will
be mistaken, it is now qulto ovident that a full
atock of logs will bo got in, aud tho only hope
for any boom isin tho scarcity of lumber left
over from last seasot.'s cut, and thoonly chance
for materially improsed prices will be on such
stocks, or portions of stocks, that mnay bo now
on hand, in condition it for immediate use.
There is but httle prospect of the duties on
American shipments going off this season, so
that with a full stock of new logs, and no
extraordinary demand over past years, it is
hard to sce how prices can advanco much be.
yond that now obtainable, and past experience
justifies the opinion 1 have expressed in formur
letters,—that manufacturcrs who Jispote of
their stocks early in tho season generally come
out first beat.

Considerable annoysnco and loss to holders of
stocks on the line of tho N. & N. W. R. R, has
resulted through tho failue of tho above road to
meet the cut rates made Ly the G. T. R. K. Co.
to pointa in wostern Oatario from off their Alid.
land division. Xor some time past shippers
over the Iatter ruad have ahipped lumber and
shingles to London andother points on n 10-cent
rato, whilo the N. & N, W. R. R. Co. have de-
manded a 15-cent rate. This made it quite
impossible for dealers to ship and compete with
holdera of stocks on thoe Midland line. Under
the management of the late Mr. Cumberland
such a stato of things would not have been
allowed to continuo for a single day. Thecut
would kave been wnet at onco promptly. The
result will be thiat stocks on the Midland in
futtro wiil be at a premium, as this winter is
not the first time that the same stato of things
has cxisted, and it certainly scems unaccount.
able why tho present management of tholl. &
N. W. R. R. 50 blind as to both their own and
their patrous interests, sowo reason, 1 presute,
there must be, unknown to your correspondeat.
Tn the wocantime holders of stozks on that line
taust wait paticntly for a resumption of cqua
rates by both companies before they are able to

ship.
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MONTREAL.

Powm Qur Qum Correspondent.

Fxr Z3-~As usaal at thisseason of the year
tho marke! iz very quict, but tho praspects are
encounagicg, and thero is a bright eutlock in
the baildivg line.  Enquirics are already eing
mad~ by some contracters for large bLills, and
tho retail trade also promises faitly,

Prioces of all grades aro very firm, with a
prospoctnf higher figurcs. Basswood is weaker

Cull doals aro scarco and prices high. TPrices
in Ottawa aro steady, but our noxt report will
probably show an advanco all around, as thero
is very little stock unsold, and holders are
looking for highor figures.

The deaand during the past year appears to
have boen very good, as cotnpared with the
year before, as the receipts for the local trade
wero nearly 85, J,000, against 76,000,000 in
1884, The following were the actual receipts
by tho various channels:—
Por Grand Trunk Raflway ...
 Canada Pacifle ¢
¢ Lachine Canal .......
“ Rliver 5t,Lawrence ..eo..

Prices aro as follows :—

............4s.m,wo “
ceenes DBTLEZ0

Plne, st qualll)' V A £35 00310 00
fine 2nd 25 0030 o)
Flne, shipping culls, \0 M 14 00310 v0
Pine $th quatity deals ¥ M. . 10 0212 €O
I'me. mili cully, ¥ .\l........ ...... . 70048 900

Spruce, YM © ieeaenn e eeiaies 10 006813 OO
B einlock, P M . cieveer . 900200

oo 20 0025 00

Ash, run ol log culls out, B )1
Y eee 18 0020 00

Basge,

OUak, ¥ N . . 40 004150 00
Walhut ¥ 3 . .2 60 00 200 00
Cherry, ¥ 31 . 00 00@S0 00
Hutternut, 33 M. . 25 00435 00
lllrth.%')l...... conses 000«.500
"“d‘h&le'v!. cee-eeseesctsacancnsan ..500&3)00

Lath, ¥ ceean S 180 1080
Shingles, 198, VA ..., ....... csessenies 200 300
Shlnglu,.ud. P Miieeteteeracecasscnnee 250«.’ 0 00

CORDWOOD.
Tho cordwood market is very dull, prices are
high, but fair:—

Long Maple, per, oord T L K I { B

Long Mirch . 8 0Ut0 00
Long Beech . o 5 0XRS K0
Tamerack " . « 500 000

OHICAGO.

AT THE TARDS.,
Thoe Northwestern Lumberman of Fob. 20th
says :—Juterest now centres in the attitudo of
trade in regard to prices. Thus far the dealers
have acted commendably. They have fairly
adhered to the policy of firmness declared at
the year’s beginning. Isolated instances of
chesp sclling have been known, it is true, but
as a goncral thing the disposition has been to
stand firn for what was considered to bo fair
prices on a basis of $11 a thousand for picce
staff, $14 for No. fencing, $§11.50 to $12 for No.
2 boards, §13 to $14 for common boards—unless

20 feet long when more is realized.  There is| L8

tradingbetween yardsat lower prices, of course,
but bills sold aut of tho yard to the regular dis-
tributivo trade hug these quotations closcly,
when the stock is dry.

There is consideravle inquiry for good lumber
for factory work. As yet this call has not be
como very pronounced, but it is leoking up in
a manncr that indicates a good future deinand
Tho extent of the nearby demand for better
grades of lumber this year will depend on the
oxtent of building.  While there is still an ex-
pressicn of confidence in a gool ceming scason
for building oj-erationg, prospects have not yet
sufficiently developed to render such u conclu.
sion positively certain.  Tho possibility of Iabor
disturbance atill looms liko a cloud in the near
future.  Lato strikes and lock-outs in this city
irdicato the tewper of Lath employes and em-
ployers.  Eight hours a day will undoubtedly

0
be demanded on May 1st, with what result can.

not bo definitely forscen. It is possible that
building will. in ancasure, bo chocked by the
looked-for trouble.  ¥Yet tho necessary growth
of the city and its suburbs will ensuro a fair
amount of construction dunng the year. OQut-
side it i3 not hkely that Iabor disturbanco will
greatly effect trade, though it may in the larger
cities, like Kansas City, Omala, and othorsin
West.

Tho brightest outlock for the lumber trade
this yearisin the direction of railroads.  Tho
call for car atufl is active, and prices for atrips
suitalile for this purpese aro a dollar or mnre
higher than for other lumber of corresponding
grade. Nome dealers, expecially these handling
largely for tho trans-\issouri trade, Ivgin to
olyerve an increased demand from the railroads
on other account than that of car building.
Tho railroads are the lover that 1a tolift the
trade wagon out of the slcugh i wlich it has
been dragging for two yoars past. Nothing
clsois 1n sight rqual to the cmergency. The
{armers cannot do it, for their ability to buy
lumber and improvo is curtailed by tho low

valuo of what they hiave to scll.  After the

than Iaal Foar, aa thereis a good deal offesing. § & iltoad boom has aoquired full beadway, and

given employment to tho surplus labor of tho
country, wo 1uay oxpect higher yrices for farm
products, and a consequent increased rural de-
mand for lumber. This cannot come for soveral
months, Furmers will not realizo the benofit
of railrond construction beforo next fall, But
the large amount of railway work in the west
ern states during the scason will promoto the
building up of numerous little towns, the
establishment of new yands, and the use of a
large amount of lumber and coarse forest
produots by the contractors. This demand
may tide the trado over until the farmers can
catch hold,

It is evident that the yard dealera fecl moro
than usually cheerful and confident in view of
tho prospects. They ovince a disposition to
wait the natural and healthy movemont of
lumber, and do not manifest that foverish haste
to crowd off stocks that has been witnessed in
foriner scasons.
future values than this could bo asked for.

Accordiog to tho report of stock on hand

exchange, a decrease of 4,074,482 foot was
shown in the total, as compared to amount on
haud at a corresponding date tho year previous,
Stocks decreased during January to the amount
of 41,924,891 feet in spite of adverse weather
conditions, It is predicted that on March 1st
stocks will show that there has been a healthy
decrease during Februrary. On tho whole,
trade this winter has been somewhat in excess
of that during the winter of 1885,

Receipts of lumber aud shingles for tho week
erding February 18th, as reported by tho Lum-
berman’s Exchange :—

RECEIITS.
Lumbder. Shingles.

5,235,000 2,500,000
000 182,000

1880.000scnsncrscccrscaccennns
1885, 40000acatenancecssaresnns )

FROM JAN.1, TO FER 18 INCLUSITE.

PT8.
Shingles.

7,938,000

4,650,000

2,502,000

RECEI
Lumber.
26,444,000 ©

21,350,000

INCIOAICseesaassssctanaans 4,055,000
STOCK ON HAND FER. 1.
1884, 1885,

£84,767,582 580,412,004
13.839 h205 333,539,025

1580.ceeeacrecsconcinicnces

1585 ce0ecanases socrnnaane

7920452 57.814.202
§90T.058 2027203
et Taiaee 418,434

EASTERN FREIGHT RATES.
PROX CIICAGO AND COMMOX DOINTS ON CAR L0AD LUTS
CF 1IARD AXD SOFT LUMDSR.
1N TYFECT NOV. 1,
To \cw FOTK ceveetranss connronasestesennannens S0c.

0N cecenaace

l‘hi‘.&dclphh .

Butalo and
Shenectady .
Wheeling ..o.ove o0

ﬁup:mnon Bridzo... .15¢.
Salamanca..... eneoss .15
Black Rock. .1%e.
Dunkirk 15¢.

Erle ...
Toronto.. ..
OSWEQGO, N.X.
From OQur Qun Correspondent
Tho demand sinco our last has been very
good, though we cannot advanco our quotsations.
Country dealers are only purchasing to keep
up assortments, most of them have run on very
short stocks during the winter. Collections are
fair. 7ho Ottawa boom in prices aill scarcely
reach here, consdering the increase in the
quantity of logs being taken out.
Three uppers.
Pleking, ceeve
Cuttlug v:p ...
Flne Convmon

« 14 W13

Culs . 11 Oetlde
)llll Tan ints - TR «ve 16 00X
Sidlngr :cecu:d . Q0w

"
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00y
21 e
00t

)lllrrun,l 01} in, e 15 0018
Kol ce sessssasireencres o v 22 0030

U8 cenavves: wnnns Vesessssssansaseacaes 11 (0213
1% relocted for Capboards.. sess 26 0OA3S

Shinglics, XXX, 18 In. pine
XXX Codar.
Lath 1%, No

No 2...

ALBANY.

Tine, clear, WM...
Tine, fourihs..

No surer test of confidence in A

February 1st, as made to the secretary of the | Rasvwood

sess 45 00Q47 00
oo 22 001333 OV
oo 11 00318 00
00 42800 45

2300 25

. 00 23200 32
+e0e 00 104200 20
veee 28 00232 00
o0 28 00132 00
W

Plno. scloctsieieneas
Pino, good box ..
Pino, common box....
l‘mo, 10:fn, plank, cach
Pine, 10-1n, plunk, culls, cach.
l'ino hoarde, 104n........ .
P'lne, 104n. bows. culls...
l’lno, 10.{n, boards, 10 {t.,
Pinv, 12-4n. Loards, 101t. ...
Pino, 12n. boards, 1312¢....
l'lne 1} in. siding, sclect...
l'lnc. in, siding, comntuon
l'luc, 2. eldlng, sclect. ...
Plue, inch wlding, common.
Spmce, boards, cach. (..eeee
Spruce, plank, 13.n., mch..
Sprueo. plank, 2.n.,

b wruce, wall stripe, cach ...
lemlock, boards, cach .

llemlocln olst, uo ea.ch . 00 00@00 32
llcmlock. ofst, 25:4 cach « 00 00200 14
Hemlock, wall stripy, 2x4, each <« 00 0000 11
Black \\ninut gook, ‘3 ALL.. v 100 @120 00
filack waluut, §inc™, .. erees cees 80
Black walnut, 3 Inc . . 00 00@®8S 00
Scaymore, 14nch,..... . 28 00330 00
S$caynore, feluch..ooene. . 21 0028 00
Whito wood, 1- Inch and thicker 83 00440 00
Whito wood. §-fnch. 28 00u(30 00
Ash, good, ¥ .\l 40 0043 00
Ash, soornd quality, ¥ l!... 25 0030
heery, pood, 60 0085 00
Cherry, common, ¥ M... «. eves 25 004230 00
Oak,;,ood vessesane cese 40 00@43 00
Oak, sccond Tixllty , ¥ M +o 20 00425 00
seeses «o 25 00(130 00
chkor) YT 40 004140 00
Maple, umu!a ¥I . 00@30 08
Maple, Amcricm pcr oo 26 00128 08
Chestnut, ¥ M ... «. 38 0240 00
Shingles, ah:ncd ..... . 000@ 6060
¢ ndqualityeeeeae.. 0 00@ & 00
¢ extrs, n\\ed plno aes 4 30 4 50
o car, 0 00Gt 8 00
“ oodar, mlxcd 0003 3 3¢
“ ar, 0 002 0 00
‘¢ hewlock. 225@ 237
Lath,hemlock, ¥ M. 000G 2 25
L:\th,spmec, “ 000 213

The Timber Trades Journal says :—The frost
and snow which have held everything in their
grasp for several weeks past have at last disap-
peared, and outdoor employments are now to
some cxtent being resumed.  For many weeks
st building operations have been almost en-
tirely suspended, and it need scearcely be pointe
cd out, this has been a most disastrous cffect
upon all those engaged in the timber trade.
None of the saw mills have run more than
three quarter timo, and a considerable part of
them not even that. Now that the weatherisa
littlo moro favorable, operations will be resum-
ed, but the look-out is not at all inviting.

So far tho shipbuilding disputs is unsettled,
and appearently no nearer to a solution. The
iron and coal trades are also very quiet, while
the building trado is appearently, if one may
judgo from the sign of cmpty houses here zod
there, a littlo overdone,

Stocks of wood gunds atill continue high, and
in all likelhc  the importation for this year, if
confined to tl requircments of the trade, will
be but small, A few ships aro being asked for,
but s» amount they are ot Jarge.

The importations for the past seven days have
boen mainly per steamers, and ars not of much
importance cither in number or amount

——n.
GLASGOW.

The Itm%r Trades Joxrnal of Feb. 13th
says :=Qur wood import list for the past week
is almost a blank. Therukave beca no arrivals
at Greenock or Grangemouth, and anly a fow
staves, &c., (about 30 loads) at Glaacow; but
though not ontered in this weck's list, thera has
just como to hand a cargo of spruce deals from
Dorchoster, N. B., thofirst of this year’s import
of spruco dcals at Glargow, and comsigned to
Moasrs. Edmunson & Mitchels,

{rom the lato severo weather will have a favor-
able effect on the timber trado, as tho protract-
od wintry weather had stopped outdeor baild.
ing operations, and was a hindrauce to the in-
spection of timbes in ponds.

An auction salo of timber and deals, result of
which is given below, topk placs at Greenock
on tho 4th inst., whon transactions were to a
fair cxtent, over 400 logs changod hands besides
deals. Birch timber of sraall aquares (stock of
which is heavy) is not in danand, and prices
obtainable arc low.

A public male of mahogany and cedar, as will
bo scen {rom our advertisomont columaus, it an.
nounced by Messrs, Willian Connal & Co. to
take place at Quoen’s Dock, Glasgow, on 23rd
iost,

AUCTION SALR,
On {th inat., at Greenock, Jessss, Singleton,

o Dann & Co. beokers ;—

Tho chango we are beginning to experience
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