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. JAMAICA.

REV. gmx THONSON, MISSIONSRY AT MNONTLGO
uAyY,

‘The amiable and dJevoted missionazy, whose
oame stands at the head of this article, way
Jubliged to leuve the splivre of his lubuurs for the
Jweaelit of Jus health,  He vieited “Loronto in the
carly part of last month, and we had the pavilege
of enjoying some very pleassnt sutercourse with
him, and of rccewving iuformaton trgarding the
oral and religious coadition of that beautiful
ld:nd. Mzr. ‘Phomnzon is in connection with the
Usited Secession Church, and vecupies the Free
Church at Montego Bay, in which the Rev. Mr.
Deaniston  formnerly officiated  with so nuch
sceeptance, Mr. Thomeon is of excellent spi-
rit—possesses ministerial gifis quite above medi-
ocrity, and is, fron his mild and'conciliatory man-
ners, well fitted to unite and hannonize those
among whom he labours. Weare happy to state
that he retums to his post in renovated health..
"On the8th Dec, Mr. Thomsen. delivered an
address in ‘the United Seccesion Churel, in this
city. . From €= abstract published in the Pree-
Sytevian Magazine, we make the following ex-
tracts :— ]
¢ My, Thomson said he wauld begin his re-
marks by giving some account of his own church,
which was situated in Montcgo Bay, the largest
1swn on the north side of the jsland. Tt contain-
ed a popalstion of about 6000. Il was inducted
iato_his pastosalcharge there in June, 1850. The
membership of his church amounted to nearly 100
—the greater part of whom were brown people,
but there were among them beiween twenty and
thisty . white pessons, aud a few negroes. No
distinction, howcver, was made in the church in
respect of color, and on comumunion occasions,
there. might be scca siving in the same pews
persons who once were slavcsholders, and those
who once were glaves. The average attend-
ance. of adults on public worship, on the Lord's
day, was about 200. There was a Sabhath
wol in conacction with the church. Oac of
the jclders, a Scotchman, was superintendent, and
there wese sevcatecn or vighteen teachers, maie
and female, all of whom were members of the
elwarch. - The avecage atteadance of children in
the Sabbath School was about pinety. The
seachers mict moathly for prayer and for consul-
tation, regarding the state of the school, aad she
best means 10 be employed for improving and
enlarging it. It wassome timic ago suggested that
a week-day juvenile school sliould, if possibic, be
eatablished, for the instruotion of those ja the Sab-
bath Schocl who could mot read; and, when hie
left Jamaica, nearly L4100 had been sabacribed for
this most imporiant and desitable object. e had
no fear that this proposed schion! would, erc long,
be’ in full and succesful operation.  There were
two excellent librarics in conneetion with the
church—ane for the. Sabbath School child:en, and
the athier fur the congregationat large. A prayer
meeting was held weekly in the chapel, and the
average attendance on that occasion was about
sixty.: He had also two classea for religions in.
sraction-—oue for males and the other for females.
Theee also met weekly, on teparate evenings.
The ‘average attendance on cach of these classes
was shont ‘tweaty. ‘There was in conncction
With'the church & Christian Instruction Society,
consistiag of shout twenty miembers, all of whom,
with the exception of. hiniself, were ladies: The
membere of the Society visited carcless and ig-
norant persons throughoat the town—read e
scriptores “to - them-—circulated “religious tracts
ameng thes, and urged on theirat:cation the im-
potiance of divine things. The Society met
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monthly, at which written reports of their vizits
were gven o and read, e anticipated much
wood, uuder the Divine blessing, from the opera-
tons of this Suciety.  Ife washag.py that he could
speak in favorable teems regarding the financial
utfiirs of the church, 1t wasself-supporting, and
hie had reason to hope would continue tu be so,
Besdes the contributions obtaived for the mainte.
uance of Iiviue urdmances, about £30 were sub-
seribed yearly for alfording relicf to the destitute
sick in connection with the church anu congre
yation. ‘Lhese were the prineipal matters having
reference to hts own church, which it oceurred to
him to mention,  Pethaps they might think the
churelt was small, and so it was; bat when it
was considered that it was the most recemly
formed of any in the towa—in which there were
two Bpiscopalian, two Baptist, and ane Methodist
Cliapels, and a Jewish Synagogue, with a popu-
lation of ouly 6,000 ~the comparative sinallness of
its size, in respect of numbers, would not be
wondered at. . .o .

In Montego Bay there vasan Academy, main-
tained Ly the Miwion Board of the United Pres-
byterian Churcls in Scotland, It was established
some years ago for the puipose of training young
men asteachers.  Scven or eight lads who were
educated in that academy, were now employed in
teaching schiools throughout the island. He had
Leen present at the examination of some of these
schools, and was delighted to witness-the efficient
manner in which, in almost every iustance, they
were conducted. He did not say that they wese
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equalto the aclioolsin Scotland or America. It

would be unreasonable to expect this; but still,
taking all circumstances into account, they wese
very respectable, and, in the natural course of
things, might be expecied to improve. Whenhe
left Jamaica there were in the academny in Mon-
tego Bay, twelve missionary students, and thirty-
two public scholars, All of the missionary st
dents were either black or brown, and most of
the public scholars were white boys—thic sons of
the most genteel familics in the towa. Indced
the fees of the academy had been hitherto so
high, that fcw others were able to avail them-
selves of it—it being, and having been intended
to be, regarded as an Institution of a somewhat
advanced and supesivrdescription.  The scholars
competed with cach other, in the several classes,
without respect to color ; and at the semi-annual
cxaminations, the black scholars carried off at
Jeast an equal number of prizes with their white
competitors. Indecd, he lind again and again
questioned the Rector of the academy regarding
the comparative abilities of the white and black
scholars, and the decided opinion of that geatle-
man was, that there was little or no disparity be-
twveen theny, in 82 far, a2 any mte, as the studies
porsued in the acadeny are conceraed.  He had
now been upwards of eleven years in the island,
and a3 he had licen engaged as 3 teacher during
the whele of that period, he had possessed the
niost ample opportunitics of fonning a deliberate
and cnlightened  opinion on this peint. M.
‘Thomson added, that since he himsclf went to
Jamaica, he had been morc or less conanected with
the academny in Montego Bay, and he &t bound
to say, that his own opinion entirely coincided

with that of the Rector. Probably it would be]

found that thic blacks were infesior to the whites
in the higher branches of learning, and were de-
ficient in that grasp of iutcllect and acuteness of
mind, which wcre the results of 2 well-edacated
and polished state of society. Iut this was only
what might naturally have beea cxpected, and
ought not 10 produce 2 too unfavourable impres.
sion regarding the susceptibilities of the negro,
for' indchinite” improvement ia all the arts and
sciences of civilized life. - .

Mr. Thomson stated shat there were in Jamai-.

cx 19 regular Cliurches—exclusive of out-stations
—connccied withthe Tresbyterian Mission. Some
of thoee, however, were at present withoot a
pastor. T~ number of members, in foll com-
munion with these Churches, was -very. ncagly

4000,  Ablout three-fourths of these might be ne.
geoen,  The senmining one-thied were eithes
brown or white, but principally brown people.
‘There were Salhath-schools and week-day pray-
er meetinga in connection with all the Churches ;
and these were in general pretty well attended.
In one inwance ghere were no fewer than 10
weck-day prayer meetings connected with oue of
the migsion statjons, and at wmany of these meet-
ings the services were conducted by people of
colour. There were besides, upwards of forty
week-day schools, and about fity teachers—
male and female—in conncction with the mis-
¢ion. ‘The teachers' ealarics were paid partly by
the Mission Board jn Scotlaud, and panly from
the school fees.  1le was sorry 1o say, however,
the schools were ncither so numerously, nor so
regularly attended as they might, and as they
ought to be.  This was owing principally, per-
haps, to the ignorauce of the pavents.  Not hav.
ing been educated themselves, they did not ap-
preciate the value of education, and hence it was
often extrewely ditlicult to prevail upon them to
send their children to school, instead of employ-
ing them in their provision grounds, or in some
other remunerative way. Lut ghere was reason
to hope that this serious obstacle o success would
be gradually overcome. One of the greatest im-
pediments to the progress of the gospelin Jamai-
ca, was unquestionably the ig e of the ne-
groes.  Multitudes of the adult_population were
unable to read; their inteliectual faculties had
never been-brought under training, and in many
instances it was acxt to impossible to convey cor-
rect ideas to their, minds, or te produce any im-
ressions of a Jasting and influential nature. * Bet-
ter days, however, were in prospect, sad if the.
missionarics and others could only succeed o
their cfforts to educate the young, he had.no
fear for ultimate p: sity. He tejoiced to say
that "public atueation had recenily been diréected
to this suljects and since he cameto Ametica
hie had obtained such information regarding the
public schools both in Canada and in the United
States, as, he hoped, might be rendered veeful
after his return 10 the scenc of his labours. -

e had often becn asked, since his arrivat in
Americs, as to the results of the sbolition of sia«
very in Jamaica; and information on -this poiat
had frequently been sought in such a manner as
to indica'e that the impression was prevatent, in
somc quarters at least, that the act of Emancipa-
tion had been a failure. IHe hesitated not to say
that there cou!d not possibly be & greater mistake.
He was not in Jamaica during the prevalence of
slavery ; but no candid and unbiassed person
could be long in the island without being con-
vinced, from the state of thingsaround -him, that
the people were improving, and that the greatest
liadrances to their wmore rapid improvemeny,
were to be found in the haneful results of that ac-
cursed sysiem under which the island had %o
long groancd. This much he could, with confa-
dence, say, that although’he had met and con-
versed with many infloential parties in Jamaica,
who, in the days of slavery were its warmest ad-
vocatcs and abetiors, there was pot one awmong
then who did not now rcjoice in its abolition.

Sl r——
IMPROVEMENT OF PSALMODY.

We are anxions 10 call-the attention of owr
congregations, both in town and coantry, o this
important subject; and we arc_happy 10 obeerve
the growiag attention which is paid to it in Scot-
land. At Glasgow an important meeting ot dif-
ferentd-  ainations was lately. beld, at yhich
a most ¥z, «ble and troly eloquent .speeck was
made Ly the Rev. Mr. Kerr of the United Pres
byterian Church, ¢ wmpbell Strees, a report of
which appears in tnc Scoltisk Guerdian of Nov.
18th. We have cxiracted the leading.parts of



