’88

cm G:au:wtan ”rwbnttrmu manmmt.

?[fD,cc

to procced ta-it, but they prudently waived-it as llwy—(‘muul that the pro-
-cedure of their-brethren -was everywhere spoken nane  They did,
“however,-what waa nearly-cgmuedent, and whatzzome have sven-thenpht
a-greater siretel of-authonty—they passsl an Aet of Nollvy, wh by
the Anti-Burphiers were noi, mdeed, excommunieat o, bt wherehy-the
“brethren.on_the other sid~_pretended=to annilnlate themaltegether,

Yol notwithatanding all-the-geverities on each side, and all-the-re-

-proaches nnd-oppocifion-of-their-conunen foeg, hoth-pantiesrarvived and |
p P

hoth-prospered-s-and asuming denominational-charact: r2 somewhar-dif-

-ferent, each-diligently nnd- faithfully -did -the work which -Providenco E |

-scemed to hav- in-view.
Whilst=those two-boitics were alike in_lholdinz-the great-doctrines of
-grace,-it must be allowed-that the Ami-Burghers were -more stern.and

-severe in-their-digeipline, held-more stringent and-exelusive-views, -and _

rotained-more-conformity in their sentiments amd-netings to the Oriwi- |
And it mustha allowed-that the-Burgher< mani=

-nal -Associate-Synod.
fested greater ehristian forbearance, were less sensitive about mere eir-
cumstantials, and-wers more disposed to cherish and enltivate a brotherly
feoling-towards ather -denonnnations.  The -more liberal palicy of-the
Burzhers, amd_the more uncompronuzing zeal of the Anti=Burghers, avith
tha fidelity of each body to-na enmiictions, formed clements whichwere
-to be at-length-hapmly bMlended, and-which were calenlated-to give n-bet-
ter-tone of-feeling, and- a-better spint of action to-a Chureh in-which
thoy-would-again:be happly incorporated.  What -might bo thauglitra-
ther lax-in-the ono-was elevated s and what was too stnneent in the other-
was softened-down.  The ingrediente wereto-be prepared-durmg-their
separation-for-an- amalamation -that- would-bs:thorough, and-by-which
both-wouldzbe refreshed=and=stimulated=ts new anlzhigher-activities.

This breach, however, Was-a-mournful ocenrrenee, and-was deplored
_on-both-eidos, [t-separated, in-many instances, those who had been
chief-friends. Ju-not-a-fow-cases it-divided -famities, and-in-every-part
of the country-those who had=hoen- aveustomed- to assoctate -for-publie
worship; or private christian fellowship, Wwere-severed- from each other.
-Tn many_cases those who had boen funihiar-friends—-were seen to linger
in-their latest interviews, reasoning the points-of- difference, devising
ways aud means_for ‘healing_the breach,_and-mamfesting a foreboding
unwillingness to part.  “Thur espeenally, were the-long evenings of -the
sumnicr. of 171: -spent_by-persons on the-dhfferent sides, meeting between
their respective.residences, walking-in the fields or on-the Tiighways, go=
ing backward-and.-forward:with -each- other in-earnestzconversation, and:
Ainder-deep eoneern and- sorrow==iith - paniful regrets, yet with anxious
“hopes.  Such meetings-and-partings continued-till-time diminished-their-
frequency, and ull-part.es by degrees-fell-into therr respective-ranks, and
at length those who, in_tady cases, had=been: christian associates,_and
-oven cox}ﬁdemial:fncm!e, stood-as-much aloof-from-each-othes 58: though.
they hadbeen:utter strangers.

But, distressing as this event was, it seems, in -the-wize-and gracious
providence of God, to have been intended and oversruled for good: The
great:success of the Sceession -cause, tho-multitude-of its=congregations,
rising-up in every- quarter- of the-land, 'md _the -popularity of the minis-

-ters among the people at-large, had already awakened the jealousy-nnd-

-excited-the malice of enemics.  Tha-proud agents- of- carruption-in=the
Established Chureh, wero -conéucting -measures-with -the cvil -powers-to
put-down:-by force thisrapidly growing-denomination. Perseeution for
consciéneo -sako was actually planned-and:ready.to be set-on foot, when
the strife-in tho-Sccession-camp suggested to -their enemies- that it was
unnccess1ry to agihtc, as soon'tho comcnxions of'Seccdcls thcimcli'cs,
plish by ol’ner means. Théro- -was, - mdecd -cAuse- of:\l.xrm on -the. p'\rL
of hié- Established Church by tho_rapid-increase of-the Secession.  Even
berore their strife-arose, and when_the Associate- \hms.:exs were-harmo-
niously prosecuting their great work as messengers of Christ, and wereat-
“tractinig-the notice of all around, and gaining the hearts of multitudes, dn
‘influential-minister of the Establishment: was-accustomed: to-remark of
-tho Scceseion, that * if a wedge of their own timber did not'split them, they
would soon be the- dominant- Church-in Scotland.”
1l division was ovér-ruled for good. “Wo shall-not: endeavour to deter-
mine-whéther the Seccssion-would have -spread-moro rapidly if-the divi- -
sion had not taken placo. -Different- opinions -have been -entertained on

-Be -this as -it may, -

—thiu queation, I)ul A4 -without tho divigion -it -had-= spread,—if-the
= Anti-Barghers had not-made-the-stand -they-did—if the _swenring - oﬁho
Burgess Oatlrhad-been-only made nmatter of forhearance—if this ques-
tion had notdivided-them, what would- the Scecssion-have been? It -is-

o 1mhmlikl-ly’l!mru'\\'ould’h-\w been-strong-numerieally, and a flourish-

ng-cnd-mfluential denomination, -but wititout- having nearly-so much of-
. mnml—s.ronglh. It-mizht have been-n denomination_ spread- over-the
whole countrv, Jike thezpresent Free- Church,. and something liko what
they-pretend-to of:the character of n new "National:Clurch, as a rival to-
—the old ;-but like them, too, it wonld=have been-found -clinging to the-
- root-of nmti-christian-crror -and -carruption,-by -upholding-thie -principle
~ of a eivil- Fﬂhivhnhnwm of -religion, and, perhaps, like-sonte-of them,

4. would-have.anxiously Teoked forward 1o a-tiine wlhien-government-sap-

" port-would-bo -given,

By-the spirit of rivalghip-which-it-created; the division, weare inclined-
to think, wag the means of quickening-the partics, of extending their re-
- #pective spheresand multiplying their congregations, -and-of-giving-to
-each that denotninational-character which was hest snited to answer the
_purpges which Divine Providence -contemplated by the-separation,

But-tho-greatest benefit arising- from the division, - remains to-bono-
ticed,-and-it-was-very Jung.in being fully developeds  "I'ho- Hurgess Oath.
quesiion-was a small matter in -iteelf,_but it-was the- “key-to_open-up a-
hidden gystem-of seriptural progress for the Church. As _has been-well-
-expressed,-thig controversy -was the turning point:of-¢ivil-and religious
“liberty-in_Scotland.  “For- supposing-the two_parties-had-remained-toge-
ther, suppesing-the-Anti-Burghers had not-made their- determined-stand-
for what:they considered:= truth and duty, - and=that- the- -swearing -of-tho
Burgess Oatlrhad-bieen made a-matier of-farkenrance, _it__is -more_than-
probable that the Whole-Secession would hate-rested-like the- Edtablish-
ment-on-the-Revolution Settlements-and_that: the-infusion_of christian
Tight-would-vave-heen prevented, and the- impulzes becn awanting-to-that
christiag progress by which-tho- re-umted~denomination. has_been since-
Aurtified-and-prospered.  The condemnation of:the. Burgess Oath was in
perfeet consisteney, not-only-with the renovation -of the Covenants, but-
-with.the views_of our own- times, when -not. Anti-burghers alone, but
Bnrzhcn also, thouch on different: grotinde,-wonld refuse such an oathes
when not-one-intelligent and conscicntious individual-jn the-whola Uni-
ted Presbyterian Church could consistently wear-any oath of a religious
“kind:to a~civil magistrate ;- or, in-other=words;-¢ould not submit to s re-
ligious test to qualify for -civil - privilege - or. oﬁ‘ ce of-any deocnpuon.—
Thus the-Anti-Burghete, who -wero-generally. -reckoncdl - the-most. rigid-
-of-the parties, wero-the ¥¢t¥ anstruments, under -God, in- bringing-good-
_ out of evil, by-turning the scalo to-the side of_enlightened liberal proces
dure, and:breaking-down those barriers-_to- necessary and valuablo ad-
-vaneeniont in s riptural-reformation, which the “Establishéd- Church-of
Seotland- lnd cracted against itself, and-against those -who receive, with-
out-exception; their antiquated-und intolerant -views respeeting-the pow-
er of the_civil magistrateinmatters of religion.

Vith the lighit of ofir own-times we_can_therefore see-the h-md of God-
pcrmmmg strife and division in‘the-Associato Synod; with-a view to] im=-
portant-results: and-we can view-the actual-breach as-a- burst-for reli-
gious*freedom, to which the_clearzand scriptural-views of the distinetion
-between:Church and-State, and other high-aitainments of-our own age,
may, in a great tieasure, be fraced.

But=although.God-in hiz providence overruled:-this- moumful division
-for gaod, yet that-can-by-no-nicans justify or-excuse those -who were the
Agents for-bringing it - about. 'I‘hcrc _was_much sxuful nrismanagement

in'tho Wholo process. “Both-pirtics felt this, and by both it was deplor-
ed.  Some cfforts-were mado=to heal'the breach ;-bat the-parties-wero.
too keenly-committed to their réspective Vicws, and contemplated-move-
-mients, to-provent these from proving abortive.

After"Mr. Maif and " his-fricnds had-retired, the-brethren- remaining,
staggered._and- distressed; procceded:to no-business;but simply appointed’
"~ a-meeting-to’ bo-held next-day -for- prayer-an humlhanon -and; _these
exercises bemg over, they-appointed a day. of fasnng and humllmtlon to
“be observed-by-their congrcg'mons, and then nd;ourned “to meet-at-Stir-
~ ling-in the month of Finic:-

The brethren who -lid :cured, met-next day;-according_to_appoint~

-ment, and-had several mcetmg! during-that-week _and the following.—



