A debtor alike to providence and grave, hrought
unto “the bonds of the covenant,” and animated hy
ardent gratitude, =tie lived a life of unselfishness,
glovifying God her Saviour, and abounding in alms.
deeds and gifts for the henetit of the bodies and souls
Here was indeed one of those “righteous
whom the Psalmist deseribes as “planted in
the house of the Tord, and growing up in the courts
And as a tree of righteousness she
brought forth fruit uato ot age, and was spiritually
flourishing {0 the last, to the honour of a covenant.
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THE CONSOLATIONS OF GOD.

j:\%f AXY persons live in a state of unlappiness.
Tears

Waters of

They are sad.
are their meat day and night.
a full cup are wrung out to them.

They grieve sorely.
S

If your consolations avre small, the cause is pot

found in any want of words of comfort from Gal.
The Bible i» full of savings which are sweeter than
honey and the honey-comb,  The promises are ex-
ceedingly great and precions,

Nor is there any want of asuvance that Gol will
make good all He has promised,  Tis troth .l faith-
fulness stand pledged biefore hoaven and eartl,. Yea,
“God, willing move abundantly to show unty the
heirs of promise the immutabilitv of JHis eouneel) von-
firmed it by an oath @ that by two immutable thing-,
in which it was imposzible for God to Jie, vve niiche
have a strong consolation, who have el for vl o
Iay hold upon the hope set hefore us”

Nor is there wanting @ Spirit of eon~olation,  The
Holy Ghost is by oflice the Comforter. He is prowmised
to all who believe and obey,  Christ sand) = T will not
leave you comfortless;” “ 1 will come nutn vom 3 €1
will send you the Comeforter.”  That blessed Spivit
can fill any soul with joy. e is a founain of living
waters, a most plentiful well-spring of Divine supports
amd eonsolations,

Nov are all the sainis left with feeble comfiat«. Tn
some joy unspeakable abounds.  Their cup rumneth
over. They obtain Joy and uladness, and ~orrow and
sighing flee away.  They Lift up their voice, and
shout aloud for joy. Their heads are anointed with
the oil of gladness.

Jut a low state of consolation probably proceeds
from a low state of piety.  We are often straitened in
ourselves.  Faith is weak,  Love loses its ardour.
Penitence is not deep.  Zeal is languid,  Self-lenial
is avoided. In this cwse it is a merey to make us
know our misery, aud to show uas that it is an
evil and a hitter thing to depart from the living
God.

Or, perhaps, spiritual comforts are withheld from us
hecause we do not highly prize them and cavefully
seek after them.  God does not commonly grant wreat
spiritual mereies to thuse who lightly esteem them.
“Blessed are those who hunger and thivst after right.
cousnesg, for they shall be tilled.”
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FRIENDLY GREETINGS.

Or, haviug obtained some Divine consolations, we
do not walk softly before the Lord, but allow owr
selves to be unduly elated. TPride mars everything
good.  God never dwells with the lofty, but always
with the lowly.

Then let every man search his heart and ways, and
turn to tho Lord. Ile is mighty to embolden aund
deliver. s mercy reaches to the heavens. We all
err hy not coming out of ourselves. 'We may look at
our hearts till a horror of great darkness shall cover
us,  Let us look to Jesus, e is a sun, and has heal-
ing in MHis wings. Iis grace is amazing. Tle knows
our frame. Ife pities like a God. If the consola.
tions of God are small with us the fault is all our
own,

And let them be no longer small.  Cry after them,
Lift up your voice for them. Plead with God for is
name’s sake.  Never vest satisfied il Christ fills your
soul with peace and joy.
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THE SABBATH DAY.

Mank i 23-2%8; iii. 1-5.

uere was no harm in walk-

ing through the cornfielids

on the Sabbath day, and
b
gl

no harm in plucking the
cars of corn as they went,

g3

55 ) to satisfy their hunger.
e The Pharisees complained
=

of the disciples; but our
Lord defended them.
May we then work and
. take our pleasure on the
Lord’s day? XNo. The
. Christian Lord’s day, like
the Jewish Sabbath, is
God’s holy day, a day of rest.
As such it is given, and as
such it is to be kept. Dut
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% food must be had; and some
3 .
3 moving about there must be.

We cannot even go to the house of God without
this. And a quiet walk, if the Lord of the day be
uppermost in our thonghts, is not wrong. But how
different is this from Sunday travelling, and excursions,
and feastings! What is neceessary may be done with
a safe conscience, but not more.

The shewbread was by the law of Moses for the
priests alone ; yet when David was hard pressed, and
in real need of faod, he took of the bread and shared
it with his followers; and he did no wrong. Both

the shewbread and the Sabbath were of God’s
appointment ; amd the same rule applied to
hoth.

Our Lord Himself settled this. And Tle had power
to settle it ; for Ile is Tord of the Sabbath. Man has
no power to alter what God has appointed, or to say
how God’s own day is to be kept ; but the Son of God
has absolute power. He had then, and He has now.
And it was in owr nature, as “the Son of man,”
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