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the church, inculeated by Ryve and Marspex! Then,
would the reproach of Episcopacy, octasioned by the
arrogance of the past, cease to hcdg(.:. up the way ol
her ministersi—
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Tur Christian Church is the family of Jesus Chiist,
It consists of all those, by whatever name they may
be called, who “live by the faith of the Son of God;’
who ‘““love the Lord Jesusin sincerity,” * who walk
not aﬁg the flesh but after the spirit,” for by thesey
tokens the number of Christ's mystical budy is hnow n.y

If this be so, the unity of the Christian Church is)
to be sought not in its outward uniformity Lut in its
inward life—~the life of God id the soul of its mem-
bers. Not a corporate life—which to me is unintel-
ligible—but an .ndividual lfe. The lifo of Christ
‘manifested in us, by which every member of the
Church has been quickened—which anites Lim to
the Church’s Head—and by virtue of which he is con-
sequently a true member of the living viue,—and
therefore of the Church ¢ which is His body."”

The Church of Christ is one and undivided. The
bond is this—membership with Christ. If we are
united to Him we are one with all His family, because
there is but.one body with which Christ unites Him-
gelf. «Is Christ divided?” If this were the case,
then His Churches might be so too. But if Cbhrist
be one and His body one, then we being many are
one body in Christ, and are all of us members one of
another. And thus I belizve in the Holy Catholic
Chursh,

The differences which cxist among Christians do
- nat interfere with this great, this glorious doctrine,
that the Church is one. A family may be dispers-
ed—it may be rent by unseemly quarrels—it cannot
dissolve the bonds of naturc. It does not cease to
be a family. Its members may by their estrangement
become unknown to one gnother, They may even
look upon cach other with suspicion, with unkind-
ness, with dislike. Still the same blood circles in
their veins. They have a common parentage. In
spite of themselves—and often to their shame—they
are after all one family.

Ang so are we! we who have been begotten again
to a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus from
the dead. Now, whoso hath this bope in Him, pur-
ifieth himself, even as He is pure. The members of|
Christ are holy; and here-is the true proof of their
Church membership. We are members of the great
Hehd, and therefore. members of the common house-
hold of faith.

And a3 our lifo, 80 too0 our aim is cue. It may be
we ave too much divided ; it may be we stand too
far apart; our language, our equiﬁment may be vari-
ous, still we move under the same great Captain.
We 2im at the selfsame achievement. We are “ono
army of the living God.” Thus I understand the
communion of saints.

The differences of Christians among themselves
are much to be deplored. Yet not because they des-
troy the oneness of the Church. That is a question
which they do not reach, which they cannot disturb
—just as the differeuces of a family or itg dispersion
across the globe does not disturb the question of its
cominon blood. It may cven be a matter of doubt
in some of our minds, whether o perfect uniformity
bs possiblo: if possible, whether it be desirable; if|
de-irable, whether the purs-it of it, under present,

circumstances, might not distract our attention, and

draw aside our eflorts from things of more pressing
n;oment. Be this as it may, we are still one fellow-
ship. '

I'rom these principles we
to be the doctrine which the Scriptures teach as to
the unity of Christ's Church. But now we shall, I
think, agree upon a second point—rviz,, that in order
to glorify God to the utmost, in all our proceedings,
there should be at least that degree of open and
acknowledzed concert and agreement which becomes
a band of brethren engaged, though in different weys;
in carrying on one grand design. Let us pass by. the
question whether perfect unauimity be aitainable in
the Church.
and jealousies are wirong. For we are to strive for
the “unity of the Spirit;” we arc“to mark them
that cause divisions;” we are to “ speak the same

thing,” and to have‘the same mind” that was in.

Christ. )
To.bring about a spirit-such as this has long heen
the fervent desire of thousands of God's children.

The desire is apparent here to-day. Now, it seems
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set out. This wo.beliove -

Still we feel that all necdless reserves -

not unlikely that God is mercifully answering our -
prayers in a manner least expected. The missions..

of the Church may, after all, prove to bé the instru-
ment which God will cmploy for creating s spitit
(bitherto, since Apostolic times unknown} of love
amongst all the brethren. At least, {he missionary

fleld is pre-eminently that on wkich every endeavour

should be tried to accomplish a degree of unison and co-
operation far beyond what now erists amongst the
Churches at home. And this for their sake.not lesg
than ours.

Following the terms of the thesis which has been
placed in my hand, I would suggest—

I. TeaT TEP A1M OF ALL EVANGELIOAL MISSIONS i8
essentially the same. )

It is to preach Christ. An Fvangelical mission is
established simply for one purpose—to make known
amongst the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of
Cbrist. It is o mission to effect spiritual objects.
Its aims are high. It may introduce the arts of civi-
lized nations; it may refine the manners of the hea-
then ; it may cultivate the minds of children. But
these are not its high, its proper work. They are
subgidiary, or at the utmost collateral ;, for these ad-

vantages may be conferred, and the people left after

all in darkness and the very shadow ‘of death.” An
Evangelical mission is sent forth to rescue the souls
of men from the dominion of Satan, and to sef up the
kingdom of Christ in their hearts. The preaching
of Christ crucified can alone do this. Al missions
have the seme object. Wherever conducted, amongst
scorching sands or eternal snows—however managed,
by Episcopalian or Disgenter—by layman or ¢lergy-
man—the messago is all' the same—Christ and Him:
crucified. . .

And in carrying on this ministry, the migsionary
For the most part, he i§

hss some advauntuges.
obliged to dwell, to the exclusion ‘of all debatealle
questions, those on which Evangelical Christiaug

differ, upon the great commanding features of ‘the.

Gospel—¢. g., the sinner’s need of Christ, His perfect.
sufficiency, and the work of the Holy Ghost within.

us. Tpon these points there is no room for difference. .
of opinion ; and in preaching to.the heathen, thege

must be the prevailing, if not the exclusive topics.
“The egsential unity” of the missiopary work is more
evident, more palpable, if I may so express myself,
than it con always be st home; for- hers, where our
hearers, from their youth ap have been familiar with.

the Gospel, difficalt pints must éomgﬁnﬁg;, o dis: ‘



