
CHURCH WORK.

science is stified, in order that one may
not lose in business, nor fail of the raîe
opportunity of mingling in a proniiscu-
ous'crowd.

"lBut," you aik, f *hy 8hould ail this
so part.icularly disturb the clergymaný
and cau*se 1dm isuch special a'nxiety,
when it is only one evidence axnong
inany of the wea1kiiess and infirmity of
huTnan nàture ?" When we would ant-
swer, bec.ime it discloses to hlmi such a
waxit of christiAn printciple arnong bis
people, and shows him that with màny
of the souls for whièh hie iuust account,
self-interest (covetousness) or passing
imdlination (mere whirn) *ill over-ride
cvery cosration of duty, and set
oside the Most sacred obligations to Gard
and Hie church. He knows, but too
wreil, thtat those who can be counted
upoit to attend church only when there
is nothing to attract them clsewhcre, are
nlot "the faithfal" who woiild endure
persecution for the truth's sake; but, on
the contrary, that they are nicre self-
pleasers, or suan-pleasures, ready to
.acrifice the chuarch or her interests,
whenever they tbemselves are promiscd
a sufficient: compensation, and can make
it pay cnough in business, or in personal,
gratification.

Let anyone only consider, that for bum
to Corne to church when there is no
where elsè to go-no counter attraction
drawing him away-this le no evidence
of sincere attacbment and devotion to
the Church of God -even the idler and
the intldcl night do the saine. It ie
when there are strong alinrements, de-
cided atiracÙihs, and powerful tempta-
tions to be resisted, and one persists in
cotuing ta. cbiurch when it cos .omething
to do so, and invohcs a.sensible .;f.clifice
on his part-It Ws oniy 'whent interegt
and incliiation opp>ge the sct, that one
can be sure that hie thinks more of the
chiurch, and of hie duty to bier, and to
God through lier, than he docc.of self,
or buziness, ot picasure-it Ws then oniy
that i mýakeî it appea'r that he je« really

ialtTained by niotives of chriftan dnty
Dï ilvine obligation, and i.eprepared

t tand by teCuhofGdthrough
evil rèpôrt ai, Well as good report; and
*hrethèr hie dan gain sny temipoiýal id-
vîntiÉe ýi àpecia1 gratifferation froin it, or
#ot Andi theri, éoasidêr aàw, it one is
rej3f tc; Éiak the Churich aÙd er

services, whienever there is for lm a
sufficient attraction elsewhere, lie cvi-
dcntiy hiolds tîtese things more or les.q
cheapiy, and as that wbieb mny be re-
nounced upon occasion, and for an ade-
quate price; anid, if lie cati be induced
thus te surren«er them for one Sunday.i
you have only to makce the saine, o-rtz
sililaT- inducements, to operate continu-
ously, and, pcrhaps, with seine eniian cil
attraction, in order that hoe xay forsa-e
the Church altogether andforerer. This
ie not an exaggernted statement; it is r-
only too truc. And the <aithful pastor e
does wcli to hé troubled whcn hie notef
such signs of incipient apostasy axnong 
te shieep of his flock. ei

put "how long hiait ye between twuo
opinions?" 0 ye Churcbmen!t If thé
Churchi is realiy what she herself dlaims Zý
to be, "the Chiurcli of the living God. -

thea Pillar and Ground of the Truth,"-
if she is indced the A rk of Salvation. hby
Divine ivill and commxand set up in titis
world as a refuge from, sin and condein-
nation,-if site is the divinely appointed
sehool to train God's people for heaveri..
its purity and joy,-and if you have anv
doubts on these pointe, it is sureiy tinte
that you were settling them, by carefu!
investigation and study. But oh, if site
b>s ail this, and more, even the very Bodt v
of Christ, the chosen spouse ot the Lord,-
then CLING to hCr. Cling to lier con-
stantly and liahitually, at ail tumes a:id
under ail circumstances; and, 11forsaking-
ail others, keep thee oniy unto hr' inL
proipérity or adversity, ini joy or in sor-
row, in life or in death, and yoit Nill ht
no "1reed shakenà with the wind," and
carried hithér and thither wlîerever thé
excitenient is, or there is somcthing to r
be mnade for self.

"Wli'etlier tre lire îee lire tint tl,é
Lord ; or whctker ir-e die ireC d.-«
unto the Lord ; wihether tee lire
tlîere-fore or die wte are téS
Lord's'y1 ,
«WÈ ARE TÙE LR'.-ÇJ

true thieso woud. of thie Apostle ir
the sense elsewhero expressed byi
hint, "*yc are not yonr own, bu '.
bought with a price.' B3ut do the 1
with each iitdiYidual soui zepresent '


