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In addition te this ciass of hlighly talentcd
arnd crnohly sullpresstd preachers, there is
another of a kinlred stanîp, and one more
numerous stîll. 'rhere is thiat; multituilinous
8peeies of amiable, acc.omplisheîl, ami judi
clous hecarers, who féel theiseives ahin.i
dantly quniicIe to tecch the preaclier how
to do lus work. Wliat a pitv tlîat profès.
sors' chairs are not; more nuerouis, seein.,g
that tho nulier of persons wliîo believe
themnselves wehi adapted to tic traininug of
prehers is se gront, and eau fi nd no preper
scope for the exorcise of thecir peculiar
gifcs 1

The kind of criticism to wvhiehi preaching
is often subjectcdl, lîresents a mine ofwovalth,
eout of n0âhil, if propjeriv anti energetically
wreuuglîî, onr Joe Iillers and I)ea.i Rain-
says miglit sooiî mîîke fortunes. Ve aire
ail acquainted with the lady, whîo lias flot
the presumî,ption to uînucrstand her faîvorite
proeer, andi the gentlemen in whose eyce
clear thinkiîîg anti clear statement are cvi-
douces of sîaleowncss, and the simplicity of
genins a preof of inteliectuai weakness. We
are quite aware of tiiose litorary testes, te
whice uphionious pollysyllables arc se very
palatale-of tha amrtooscholarship,
whîch grammars and lexicons alone eau
gratify,--of thiat; love for deep tlîinkiîîg to
whielh mists, and clouds, a-id labyrinthe
are so attractive. We know that there are
iivciy lînaLginaiens to which the holdest
motaphors are îlot too boid,and levers of tic
sentimental who nover tire of stars nda
oceans, niotitains and cataracts, bulwarks
and battlements, hîowevor uuecemoniously
they may be inr.roducedl to notice, anti we
kuow the penalty of failiîug te meet tiese
varied wants. Oîî mmaialowvslbis thoughts
to be ocrupied dutring sermon, with his
business or Ihis plensures, and thocn cemplains
that ho bas not been edified ; another is dis-
satisfied, because thie toxt lias flot been ex-
piained, la accordance ivith some principle
of interpretation, which in his wisdom ho
has sen moot te, adopt; and a thirci is filled
Nwith great indignation, becanse the dis-
course has flot hoon construeted on some
peculiar plan, wvhichi ho happons te admire.
Even on a mattor se small as tic fashiona.
hIe pronunciatien of a few insignificant
words, tue faine and the fate of the pri-aeher,
are often suspendeti. With suob and simi-
1er kinds of criticism preachers have boon
conversant from time inmemoriai, and have
leerned to hear the inflietion without any
loud cotuplaint ; but il %vould appear from
somne signs of thc times, that ticir poivers
et endurance lu thîls respect are destined,
through tlie m-ondorful onliglitment cf the
nineteontu century, te ho stil I fnrther texed.

As te this outcry about preaching, we beg
icave wo r'mark, iîî the firet place, that wo
do not 'celieve in the reaiity of the alloged

grievance. We canuot hellp thinitingp that
our pulpit reformers must. have beco very
unfortnnatc, als licarers of the Gospel. If'
serinons arc preachccl ini whith tliere fi; no-
thing ncw, in thonghit or argument, illustra-
tion or phîrascology, in which thero is
nothiing but harrowing deseriptioxîs of the
sinner's doom, in wvhich the tiisrovcries of
science and the resuhts of sacred critirism,
are entircly îgocadtiese some wvould,
have the ivorld to believo arc thte leading
charaeteristies of Scottish p)reaing,-if
sermnons of this stamp are preaehced, thonr
tiiose ivbo are cempehleti to listen to them
tire vcry mneh to ho pitied, nnd far ho it
from us to, treat thîcir coinplaint wth levity.
Sueh preaching must lie vory inîjurionîs te
the moral, the spiritual, anti even the intel.
lectual nature, of ail on w~honi it is imficted,
We (10 not helieve, howcver, tha. smucl de-
scriptions are applicable to the brottish
pulpit. They (Io not erîainly apply to the
clitirch i vith. wvhich we are ccntie(-cd, and
we have no %visli ia this matter to think
onrselves superior to other denominations.
Evon on a more superticiai viei' oh the case,
therc is mueh that is fitted to ako- a
roliecting mmid, question the reality of the
cvil cuplaiued of. Look nt tlie'antoce-
dents and the cireumstanees of the mein who
1111 the pulpits of Scotland. It is wveli
knowa thar., as a generai rude, it is only
when young men show a tasto auîd anl apti.
tude, for intellectual puirsuits, that thoy
cither think of stuudyiîîg for the nîînîistry, or
are encouraged by their friends tu do bo.-
It is well known that overy Preshytoriaut
preaehier.-dtespisodl though many of thîeîn be,.
must ]lave passed through anl initclleetuaÀ
ordeal, which inany of our most stnccessâd,.
mon in othlîr ivalks of life, could imot have-
stood. WVe liear jr. sometimos insinuatted
that; there exists a species of highland sinug-
gling, by mneans of wvhich somne have founâ
their wayv inito the pulpit who, couitî fot
have otlîerwise sueceeded; but no one surely
will venture to assort that it oxists to. such.
an oxtentt as te, have any perceptible chicer.
on the general character cf ministttial qlua-
lificatienls. As an oquipoise to tuis, it nay
ho mentioned that it is no uneoininon thing
to sc a youtli Nho hias passed unscathed:.
through a cologe curriculum, kept biek.
from the pulpit, ia consequence ef intelîc-
tuai deficiency, hy an obscure country pres-
bytery. It is well known tiat the ordinary
recreations of miaisters, are o e a literary

= ;an They fiad their halls ani concerts,.
ithmagazine and the roviev. Thcy road

the newvspapers, and are usually well ped.
up in politics. They strive to keep iahead.
of the times in their acquaintance with sci.-
once and saered literature. 'J.hero are not
many of thom, se far behiad as lot tu be
able te, tell you somiething about Darwin,
and Colenso, and R.enan, and give their
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