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and deal so largely in manual labour.
Where it is unnceessary, it may be wrong ;
but when itis indispensable 1o secure hea'th,
comfort, and the success of the missiop—
Ged’s glory and the salvation of souls are
suspended on these conditions—it becomes
as sacred am occupation to manipulate
wood and stone as to_translate the Serip-
tures and preach the Word; and the mis-
sionary is a3 certainly serving God and
benefiting the heathen when he dofis his
coat and Iays to his hands, as when he bends
his knees in prayer, and opons bhis lips in
supplication. In this way the end sancii-
fies the means, the altar sanctifies the gift.
I'he missionary, like Paul, must be able to
say, “ These hands have ministeved unto
my ’t’lecessities, and to them that were with
me.

When viewed in this light, and under-
taken in this spirit, manunal labour is not
necessarily inconsistent with high attain-
ments in religion ; it is no more injurioug
to & Inissionary than to any other man. If
a missionary feels that in these secularities
he is obeying the will of God, and perform-
ing a required and an acceptable duty, he
will at the same time feel, that in so doing,
the most™ menial labour is invested with
dignity and the most common and secular
pursuits are invested with a character of
sacredness.

It must ever be borne in mind, however,
that there is no romance in mission work;
it is a stern, hard, dry reality. It is the
solving of one of the most difficult of social
problems under the most unfavourable
conditions. Thosc who enter the work
under the influence of any romantic feclings
or ideas, but who do not recognise its moral
grandeur, will soon lose heart and abandon
their position. They will become disgusted
with the difficult and self-denying labours,
the menial toils, and the humble drudgeries
of mission life, in which they can see no-
thing dignified, nothing grand, nothing
sacred ; and they will leave the field, it may
be soured and disappointed. You will re-
sist the very first motions of such a temp-
tation, you will stand firm to your post to
the very last. Nothing is more injurious
to 2 mission or more disheartening to its
supporters, than when a missionary, led to
the work by the false glare of a romantic
zeul, treinbles whenever he comes face to
face with the reality, turns his back on
these newly-discovered difficultics, and be-
takes himself to an igonominious fight. It
is only those who are sustained by a sense
of duty, and who can in some measure
recognise the scriptural view of the enter-
prise, who will persevere under all the
difficultics and discouragemets of the
undertaking, and in_this warfere endure
bardness as good soldiers of Je,us Christ.

In connection with secular inatters and

manual Iabours, there are two extvemes to
be avoided. On the one hand, there may
be a shrinking from these labours, and a
living in such o state that health suffers,
serious inconvenignees are felt, and the
work of the mission is retarded. On the
other hand, the sccnlar may overlay the
spiritual, and the means may oceupy mnore
attention than the end. But on this poins
no specific rules can be laid down; every
missionary mast judge for himself; and for
this end he must pray carnestly for that
wisdom that cometh from above—that wis-
dom that is profitable to direct,

4. You will take advantage of the sug-
gestions, the counsels, and the experience
of the other member s of the mission, especinlly
of these who have been in the mission be-
fore you. That the younger should sub-
mit to the eclder, i3 the injunction of
Scriptures, and all expericnce corroborates
the wisdom of obeying this precept. This
holds truc everywhere, but specially where
the conditions of life and labour are so new
and so different from what they are else-
where. Butitis an injunction to which
the youthful mind is not always ready to
accede. Xt is often isksome in the extreme
for the zeal and ardous, the earnestness and
ifnpctuosity, of youth to be cooled and
checked, to be remed up and arsested, by
the timidity, the cantion, and the conserva-
tism of advancing years. It is so every-
where, but. it is especially so in the mission-
field, where there is generally found among
the younger missivnaries more than the
average awnount of impetuous ardour ang
glowing zeal, and hence of impatience under
restraint; and on the past of the elder
missionaries, from their experience of the
dangers and difficulties of the werk, there
is more than an average amount of cautivn
and carefulness in all their pruscedings, and
thus there is laid a greater restraint on this
youthful impetuosity.

Young missionaries are ready to think
that every year, every month, every day, is
lost in which they are not engaged in di-
rectly evangelistic work, Elder missionaries
know that success is not to be obtained by
forcing matters, but by patiently waiting
for oppurtunities, and then promptly seiz-
ing them and earefully improving them
when they occur. It is in general only by
patiently waiting that the favourable op-
portunity can be secured.

While always honestly and conscientious-
ly exereising your own judgment in every-
thing aftecting_yourselt, or affecting the
mission, you wil find it to be your interest,
as much as your duty, not unly to jicld 2
ready obedicnce to the decisions of the ma-
jority, which every missionary is bound to
do, but to pay a marked deferrence to the
opinions and suggestions of your seniurs in
the mission. You may be night, and they
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