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Poon MAN.-The N. Y. Mercury says: At the funeral cf
an esteemed lady of this city the bereaved widower, who was
sobbiug during the services on a blacl,.bordcrcd bandkerchiof,
suddcnly arese and appreacbed a friend who, was leaning
bewed on the marbie mantel. The eiflciatiug clergyman
stopped ia tbe middle of the address, supposing the bereaved
ene %vas everceme with sorrew. Fricnds loeketi up ln deep
sympatby as hoe whiepered, la a grief-stricken voice, audible
to ail present:

tgJames, don't lean se bard on the mantel! It cestme a
inint cf xnoney, and wen't stand a beaivy strain.11

Then ho resumed his weeping, andi tbe services preceeded.

At a meeting cf soma celereti bretbren it was decidod te
make a collection. Tbe president concluded te pass the hat
biimscîf, and, in order te encourage the others, hoe put in a
tea-cent piece. After the collection, durlng wbicb every
band hati been in the bat, the president approached the
table, turned the bat uipside down, and net even bis ewa
centributien drepped eut. Hloepened bit3eyes witb asteaisb.
ment andi exclaimed, "9Fo' godness, but I'ze eben lest de
ten cents 1 started wid 1" Then tbere was consternation on
*the faces gif the assembiy. Wbo was the luckyrman? That
was the question. Ho ceuld not blusb, or turn pale, fer al
were as black as night. [t was evidently a bopeluss case,
and wýas summeti up by one brether, wbo rose ia bis seat and
said, solemnly, tgDar 'pears te be a great moral lessea roua'
hecah somewhar."1

AFPAID TO LET IIRa SiNç..-brs. Trulyrural bas been la the
city 'with ber daughter te arrange for tbe vocal instruction of
the yeung lady. She bas net yet engageti a teacher, and is
now la a terrible 8tate of perplexity. 4- Tbe first professer
raidi" she explaineti te Mr. Trulyrural on ber returu, «f that
Alinira, siugs toc much witb ber borax. If sho keeps on she
will get digestion on tbe lungs. Ho said sbe eugbt te try
the abominable breathing and practise selfudgery. Tbea the
next teachier told me that abe ought te sing more from bier
diagramn and net smotber ber voico la the sarcophagus.
Then the next, hoe poked a Iooking-glass dewn ber tbroat,
andi said that the pbalanx was toc sasll, aud the typhoiti
bono and polyglottis were in a bad wsy; and 1 nover knew
Almirs bail se many things dewn bier tbroat, and I'm afraiti
te lot ber sing any more for fear it'll kilI thc poor girl."
.And tbnt wvas the end cf "4veice building " in thc Trulyrural
family.-Musical Blerald.

No Doubt Whatever.
cils thore any douot about Pingrey paying me?"' a3ked

Blrown. "Ho ewants teborrow sbundred."1
"fNo," replied Fogg, ccI don't think there is a particleocf

deubt about lt."
A month Iater .Brewn met Fcgg again. ciWhat diti yau

mean," said ho, c9by allcwing me te, ban Pingrey that
nioney VI I've asked bim for it a dozen ueand Uiat's al
the good it doca me."

ciI didn't s-upposo ho'd pay yen,"l replicti Fogg, quito
coolly.

iDidn't suppose be'd pay pIl' yellcd Brown. "4Wbat
diti you lot me lend it te, hlm, for?"

"1l?" raid Fegg. fil bad notbing te do with it. Yen
asked mc if there was any doubt about bis paying yen, and 1
said i'No.' 1 kncw ho weuldn't psy yen. There was ne
doubt about it."

Blrown ivent off mumbling te, himsclf about soma folks
thinking Uicmselves maigbty smart, wbile Fogg turneti te
bis paper -with a screnity tbat was mnost cngaging.

TuE WnxsTLuNo LiBoamp.-A masen was in the habit el
whistling te bis laborer whenevcr bc wsnted a frcsb supply
of lime, and, as the scaffold on whic bc wroughtçwas rathoi
small, tbis occurreti vciry often dnring a day's job. A jeinox
neticing Pat nnswer dutlfully to overy cali frein thomason:
thought of playing a trick on hlm by imitating tic whistlcý
and thus breught bini up wlth ahodful of mnortar wbcn thcrc
-w iio reem for it, The mason teld rat that ho had nol
whistlcd, se ho had no ether alternative than tc> trudgo bacli
wlthtbe bond. Thishbaving occurrcd thethird timo during th(
dy,f Pat thought ho wonld watch te hear whcr e c whistlh

came fromn. Ho bati net waited long with the hod on bis.
sboulder wbea hoe heard -tbe identical wbistle undorneath
wbero ho stood, and leaning over, ho saw the heati of the jein-
or prctruding eut cf the windew immediately below. Pst.
without more ado, emptied the hoti over the wbistlcr'.
bond. The joiner yelled and sputtereti wbilo attempting te-
clear bimself frcmn the adhesivo mess ; and la thc midst cf this
confusion beard rat abovo shonting at the top cf bis voice,
ciWhistle, my bhey, wbea yeu waat some more mortar."

Inisa nubioon, biard knocks as it bas roceived, la net dead
yet. A frienti o.f mine, s major la the county mnilitia, aud
ebairman cf pett*y sessions la the province of Leiaster, lately
seateacedl an eld lady, wbo bad iven the police a gooti deal
of trouble tbrougb drunkeai and disorderby conduct, te twe
months' impriseument. Perciving abe -%as rathner astonished.
at the action cf the beach, the major aked iber if she badl
anytbing te say against 11, when, advancing te the front et
the dock, sho thus delivered berself: "iI bave tbis te say-1
bave been divorced by twe busbands; my ycungest sister
bas t'een unfortunato; my eldeat bas beeu, indicted for keep-
ing s disorderly bouse; but-and bore the old lady drew-
bersoîf up-I'm preuti te say that I have ne relashuns in the-
militia!"-London Werid.

Absenat-Minaded.
Tt is an awkward tbing te be abseilt-minded, raya Pregresa

Tbe story is tolti cf s certain Philadeiphia genitlemar. whe-
discovered this at bis ceat. It se bappened, the other day,
tbat tbe dining-reomr of the club which hoe frequents 'was-
quito full, whcn a man who- chanced te know bis particular
failing came la ver hungry. The waitcr telti the ncw-
cemer there was ne roon at presont. Spying our absent-
minded friand comfertably seated and reading the nowspaper,_
a brilliant ides struck thehngrymaxi. "cHas Mr. A. dineti
yct ?"bhoquestioned. "No, sir," replied the waiter. ggWell,
nover mind; take hlm bis bill. and tell bir hoe bas had bis
dinner." The %vaiter hesitated a moment, andi thon, appre-
ciating the situation, went over to Mr. A. and bianded bi,3 bill-
"tWhat ia this for ?" quoth the poor fellew. "tFer your
dinnor, air." tgMy dinncr-ah 1 Have 1 really bail it?"
ccYes, air," rejeined the waiter, lu ail innocence. ciDear mc.
I hadan idealIwas waiting ferit. Wbat acurions miatake."1
And witb a contemplative smile Mr. A. sauntered ont of the-
room, lenving bis table for Uic use cf the genlus who had'
profiteti by bis absent-mindedacas.

Smith -was Out.
A Griswold-street lawyer was sitting ln bis office, Uic

other week, whon s stranger appeareti at the door sud raid:
"iBeg pardon, but cau yen tell me whoro Smith's effice la V"
"cYes, sir-next door."1
The stranger nttered bis thanksand passed te thc ncxt

door, which was loch-cd. Returning te Uic lawyer, ho oh-
served:

cgSmith seems te be out?"
"0 f course bo la. If yen bad asked that question la Uic

first place, 1 shoulti bave answered it by telliug yen se."
The visiter bati a trcublcd look on bis face as hoe passe&'

eut of Uic building, but that look was gene when lic retnrned
ncxt day and inquireti cf Uic lawycr:

cgBow Mnch wilb yen charge me for a verbal opinion lnas
littie inatter?"

"o 6 about fivo dollars."
The case was stated andtheUi opinion given, and the

stranger was moving awsy, wben Uic lawycr raid:
il "My fee, pîcaso."
cg 1Ihaven't a cent to psy yen!"1
"9Yen haven't?"
cf "0f course net. If yen bad akot me that question la

the first place, I shoulti have axiswcred by telling yen se.
Good.xnorning, sir."ý-Fre .Press.

Girls, don7t throw yeur lifé away by marrying a mn for
the purposo of reforming hlm. It is Uic worst use yen ai
put yoursolves te. Tho proerb raya: "The fox May grOW-
gray, but ho nover grews geeti."


