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Is There a Fourth Dimension?

The general and miost laudable opinion is disposed to make
speculative thoughit originate froni and be dependent upon
provable theoreins, anci thus favor intention rather than exten-
sion. Earthlings have wooed Darne Science so imiportunately
within the last century that they have to somne extent corne to
lier wvav of thinking ; no reover, hiave founc iber so stern a
imistress that the philosophie miethod, formierly so chierishied, of
casting a rope into the air and elirnbing, by it is flot so popular.
Somiehow -we JPsychosophers prefer to look for the hiook. Per-
liaps, how'ever, the miost guarded wi'll not consider it a w~aste of
timie to test the viitue of a possib)le fourth dimension as explain-
ing certain phienQmiena, conîmonly classed as hvper-physical.
Could anything serve better than 1-1v perspace?ý And is there
aniv suchi ?

\Ve cannot offer any solution of a problemn s0 intricate inathe-
miaticallv7, andi seemninglv so visionary philosophically ; nor are
'%ve persuacled that any valid solution can, with our present data,
be offered. Lt is evident, howvever, that sonie kindred thesis
mnay assist mnany to ai sYstern of psychical belief subjectively
more reasonable, thougch it be from our present standpoint only
a l'eplarian guess.

It would seeni that in current empiricisrm we are flot so secure
in our fundamentals as, in the pi-ide of partial lznowledge, we
hiave hitherto been pleased to tlîink. Our twvo ultiniate ideas
are timie and space : the first of onie dimension, the second of
three. Not only do w~e find thern upon analysis to be in essence
non-ultimate, and miere conventions in both thoughit and speech
--terminological makeshifts to minds that demand a place
where matter lias been, and a period in which somethîng has
happened-but. we are not even ready to offer a flush measure
for cither of them. As regards lime, neither life, existence, nor
motion wvill hielp. Ljke, with any meaning defensible on bio-
logrical grounds is inapplicable ; existence eliminates protoplasni
bnt flot matter, and is mere quibble.of etymological art; wiotioi&


