
ThIings to bc observed in Canada. 7

jyour mninds with the interest of the subjeet, as it relates- to tlui
Indian tribes. Mr. Kano was fertunate in having se able a
expositor of his collection as Dr 'Wilson; and 1 may idd that
ýCanada. is fortunate iii having an ethnologst se well fitted to Iead
in this department. Surely, sonie of our nienibers mnight conti-
bute soniething to this grreat subiect. Specimens relatingr to, it
are net often laid befere us. We received, however, Iast year,
throughi the Bishop of Montrea], a curious ancient urn, wvlich
ýexcited much interest. I have since been in correspondence wvith
the gentleman wvho nmade kuown the discovery, and hope to obtain
furtiier information and specimens. On the return of bis Lord-
sbiip, .vho possesses the original notes on the subject, I trust tliis
interestingr relie will ho figYured and described in our Journa~l.

Plants afford as rnany local attractions as animais, but I shall
occupy less tiie, withi the subjeet of Botany titan wiffi that of
Zoology. A very large berbaritun bias been collected by the
oldest living mernber of this Society, Professer Holmues; and as
we now have it arranged by Professer Baruston, in the Cabinet of
McGill College, it afferds an invaluable means of reference te the
student. Dr. Blarnston is now engaged in preparing a catalogue
-of tItis and bis own collections, wvhieh will, I trust, be publishied
under the auspices of titis Societ.y; and it will then be for subse-
quent collectors te add te this aiready extensive Eist such species
as may still romain undiscovered.

The Canadian Botanist should net, however, content hiniseîf
-with the mere deterrnination of plants. I cannet deubt that mueh
romains te be donc in investigYatug the uises of native plants not
now applied te practical purposes in the arts or in donestic life;
:and that as Canada becomes more populous, and agricuilture, les
rude in its practice, the cultivation of many ncglected plants fitted
te contribute te miner practical uses, will be undertaken. NoÈ
should onar forests and tho moans for their proseivatien and resto-
ration te such an extetùt as xiay bo desirable for shelter and for the
ýsupply of wood, be negleeted by scientifie mcii. hlieh gleanings
applicable te Canadian practice, raay be mnade in this direction,
frein the expedienis einploed in European countries; and in a
eountry ia whicho-ne-third of the soil should probably romain in
forest te, supply the permanent demnand for futl und ether uses>
t'his subjeet is of great practical importance.

Another stibject less pfaetical, but profoundly interesting, is the
jeographical, distribution of plants, siy ably cxpounded 'by De
Càhdelle, and on eur side ef thc Atlantic by Profe§sor Gray.


