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judicious selection and admixture of secds, top-dress-
ings of suitable manures both natural and artificial,
caro in ndmitting stock only at proper times, timely
elternation with other crops, and culture of grass for
green manure—are points upon whicha great deal of
thought and attention may and oughtto be expended
by every intelligent and prosperous tiller of the soil.
Drainage is ono of the best antidotes against the evil
cffects of drought. A meadew or pasture that is
closely swarded over will bear continuous dry weather
far better than one in which the grass is bunched or
tufted j while top-dressing acts both asamulchanda
fertilizer. While we cannot wholly prevent those
fluctuations in tho grass crops, which discourago
many front going largely into them, it is possible
much more nearly than is generally supposed, to
cqualize the yicld from year to year.

Caro in the sclection of suitable und clean seed, of
good quality, is also a very important matter. Our
farmers are pretty well acquainted with the meritsof
limothy and clover; but there are other grasses
valuable to mix with these, and well suited to tho
30il and climate of Canada, which are not much used
in this conniry. To theso and other matters con-
nected with grass-growing, we shall have occasion to
draw attention in futuro issues of the Caxava Fanrxer,

SERINEAGE OF Hay.—The loss upon hay weighed
July 20th, when cured cnongh to e put in the barn,
and again February 20th, has been ascertained {o be
273 per cent.  So that hay at $15 a ton in the ficldis
cqual to $20 and upward when weighed from tho
mow in wintor.

Goop WgeAT.—S. J. Mcchi, of England, writes to
the Mark Lans Express that he has threshed threo
jelds of wheat : the first two yiclded 58 bushels per
acre, and the third fleld 52 bushels peracre. Part of
i was red wheat, and part whito wheat. The red
wheat weighed 66 pounds, and the white wheat 64
pou’nds per bushel.

Tor-DResSING Mrapows.—A farmer in this neigh-
nourhood says he top-dressed a three-acre meadow, o
vear ago lastfall, by way of experiment. Hoallowed
the cattle to remain on 1t till the 25th of May, when
shey were faken out; and in five weeks from that
time he cut two tons of good hay per acre. o thinks
thero is no way of using manure more profitably than
13 a lop-dressing for grass.—Genesee Furmer.

SorcuoM vs. WHrAT.—A wriler in the Wisconsin
State Journal tells of a Dano County furmer who kept
an oxact account of alt his farming operations during
tho pastyear. Ho found his sorghumm and wheat
crops to compare as follows :—After p?inlf labour,
rent of ground, expenses of marketing, &c., his wheat
crop paid $2.50 per acrc net protit ; sugar cane,
$14.00 ; thus making the nct profit of canc as com-
pared witk wheat in the ratio of five and three-fifths
to one.

SorGHUM AT THE WESTERN STATES.—OWing to the
great drouth of the past suromer, and the carly frost,
the crop of sorghum at the West has turned out
badly. “Mr. Aason, of the INinois Central Railroad,
planted 250 acres, and obtained from it only 105
barrels of syrup and 400 barrels of vinegar. The cost
of raising and manufacturing was $2,300. After
deducting the market value of tho vinegar, the cost
of the syrup would be about 40 cents o gallon. In
an ardinary scason hie wonld have had 1,000 barrels
of molasscs, instead of 105 barrels, and the cost per
gallon would have been very trifling.  Notwithstand-
ing tho unfavorable results of tho past scason, Mr.
Mason has concluded {o plant this year from 250 to
400 acres.—Geneses Farmer.

Preyrox Tervir Crors.—The Hamilton and Went-
worth Agricultural Socicty having offered prizes for
the best four fields of turnips, of not less than two
acres, the following award was made by tho judges
after duo examination ot the crops entered for compe-
tition :—The first prize wasawarded to Thomas Stock,
of East Flamboro’, for a field of cightacres. Theyicld
was twenty-five tons six cwt. and forty five 1bs. per
acre. The sccond prizo was awarded te John Weir,
of West Flamboro®, alzo for a ficld of cight acres.
Tho yicld was twenty-five tons, no ¢wt. and cigbly-
five pounds. Tho third prize was awarded {o W. A.
Ceoley, of Ancaster, for a {icld of five acres of Purple-
top Swedes. Yichﬁ, twenty tons, cighteen hundred
oad ninely-five pounds per acre. Tho fourth prize
was awanded to John Kelly, of Ancaster, for two
acres of Skirving’s and Laiag’s Swedes, Yielgd,
tweaty tons, fiftecn cwh and ten pounds per acre.

Rawsixe Braxs.—Beans can be raised where other
crops fuil. Tho white bean will caver your barren
knolls, and hbenefit your pocket—and he not much
troublo cither. The worst is to dry them, to those
who are not initiated in the mysteries; and these
mysteries aro simple—~only to get your beans when
ripo abovethe ,fround, with a chance for the air o circu-
late readily. Thissccures your bean. The usual way
is, to drivo n stakd into the ground, and Hut your
beans around it, raising tho column as bigh as you
like, and can do with safety from tke wind. This is
shelter, nir and frecdom from tbo ground. Uniform-
ity of size and ripeningshould be aimed at in selecting
geed. This uniformity will be scen in tho crop if
fairly cultivated. A ubiformity of size gives a good
appearance to the beans—so docs equal ripening.
In a word, every bean clear and hard—all alike—
this js what is wanted. Select them accordingly.—St.
Louis Furmer.

Gnreey Cory a8 Maxuvre.~The following mode of
increasing tho fertility of land might prove useful
where it is difficalt to get manure :—

A farmer in Bucks Co., Pa., & few years since,
made-some gxperiments going {o show the value of
frowing corn for manurial purposes. On a field of
orty-soven acres—part of a farm that had been
rented for moro than ten years, and had become as
most ronted farms do, very much impoverished—he
sowed ten acres to corn in July, at the rate of two
bushkels per acre. It was Jeft to grow until it was
four feet high, and then ploughed under about ten
inches deep. No manure was put on this part, but
the remainder of the ficld was heavily manured, and
the whole sown to wheat. Tho crop averaged 34
bushels per acre, that on tho ten acres fully equal to
that dressed with manure.  We believe that lime was
applied to the wholoe ficld before sowing cn the grain
—agsisting, with the decper ploughing, very mate-
rig{ly in restoring the soil to a highly productive
state

he yiny.

4 S0 work tho bonoy-bcos,i
Creatures that by a rule in naturo, toach,
Tho art of order to & peopled kingdom,”?

Trus wrote England’s greatest poet respecting tho
insect, which is universally known through onc of
childhood’s simple rhymes, as the “ little busy bee.”
But without stopping to dwell on tho lessons in proso
or poetry which have been drawn from {he ways of
this wonderful inseet, or the pleasure which may be
derived from observing its habits, our present dutyis
simply to introduce it as one of tho workers of the
farm, and to speak of its management as & not unim-
poriant branch of rural cconomy. Beo-keeping may
be successfully practised in most, if not all parts of
Canada, and made a source of considerable profit.
Honcy is an important articlo f commerce, in uni-
versal demand, and capable of heing put to many
useful purposes in every houschold. There is no
other branch of industry which requires less outlay of
capital, or brings a belter return from the small
amount of moncy and labor expeaded in its prosecn-
tion. The profits of bec-keeping ard derived from
the vast domain of nature, and may be secured with-
out the least interference with any other operation of
tho furm. I. eountrics where special attention is
paid to bee-keeping, cvery square milo maintains its
handreds of colonies. A German writer asserts that
in Lunenburg, the bees pay a1l the taxes, and a sur-
plus besides. No doubt the wealth of Canada might
bo increased by thousands of dollars nnnually if
every family favorably circumsianced for so doing
would keep o few hives of bees. “But the sting,—
the dreadful sting 3 oxclaim o hostof readers. Fear
of being stung is no doubt tho chicf hindrance to

bee-keeping. But it nppears that modern investi-

tionsand improvements render all apprelension on
this subject needless. Principles have been ascer
tained by observing which the most timid mnay handle
bees with the utmost freedom, and manago them with
the most complete success. Mr. Langstroth, in his re-
cent work on this subject, says .—*Acquaint yoursels
fully with the principles of management detailed in
thig treatise, and you will ind that you have little
more reason to dread the sting of a bee than the
horas of a favouritz cow, or the heels of your faithfu)
horse.”

In future issues, wo shall endeavour to inform out
readers a8 to the most approved methods of bee-man-
agement, in the hope that they will be encouraged tc
give this department of rural cconomy the attention
it deserves.

Wintering Bees,

DrterrresT methods are practised in wintering bees.
Itis necessary to protect them especially from two
things : from being frozen and from being starved.
The latter happens when they collect together closely
in the coldestweather, and the comb becomes covered
with frost and ice, the moisture from their hodies and
from the air being thero deposited and frozen, ex-
cluding them from the honey. The entrance to the
hive is liable to be stopped with ice, and the bees
thus suffocated. The bee never passes into the tor-
pid state i winter like some other insects ; it perishes
at a degree of cold low cnough to freeze it. Asin
the case of other kinds of farm stock, it requires less
food when kept warm and comfortable. If tho hives
are to be carried into a house or cellar, the place for
them should be cool, Ary, and dark. The best method
is to house them, unless suflicient protection can be
given them on the stands. The Russian and Polish
bee-keepers, who manage bees as extensively and
successfully as any, winter their bives on the stands ;

} [ but they make their hives of inch-and-half plank, snd

wind the upper part with twisted ropes of straw or

¥ | cordage to increase the protection sgainst extremes

of the heat and cold. If lefton the stands, hives
wade of common boardsneed additional covering; the

{ entrauce should also be narrowed, 50 as to leave only

space cnough for a singlo bee to pass. This must not
be sllowed to become stopped with frost and ice, or
dead bees and filth. Lightspow may cover the hive
without danger. The pruactice of bee-keepers is
about cqually divided between these two modes of
wintering. The success of out-door wintering wonld
be greatly increased by making better hives, and by
exercising more care in protecting them from severe
cold, and from changes of temperature. It is easler
and preferable, when the number of hives is very
large, and there is no danger of thefl, to manage
them out doors than in-doors. With s small number
it may be otherwise.—New Am. Cyclopedia.

AccranaTizatioy or Ifoxer BEEs—Dr. A. Gert-
sacker, in concluding o very extensive memoir on
the distribution of the honey-bee, observes that the
most valuxble form for Europe would o the Egypiisn,
partly on account of their beauty, and partly because
of their unwillingness to use their stings, which
appears {o be common toall African bees, and is
also one of the recommendations of the Italian bee.
The Syrian bes agrees so closely with the Egyptian
that it may provo cqually valuable; and next to
these in value are tho bees of tho coasts of Asia Minor.

22 PROTECTING manure by erecting chiosp sheds
over it, is an item of labour that farmers can work
at in the winter very advantageously and profit-
ably. And whilo they do this work, they aro tak-
ing a very important step towards introducing a
renovating system of farm managemeat, and of im-

roving tho fertility of their soil, not only for grain,

ut for grass or vegetables. Whero the water from
tho eaves of tho buildings is permitted to fall into tho
manure-yard, eave-troughs should be put up as soon
as may bo practicable, a8 a few heary showers will
often injure the value of marnro enough to pay the
cxpense of good eave-tronghs to o barn. Tho skillfa}
farmer’s motto must be, in tho winter, to savo all the
manure, and raice Iarge crops next season~8. B4
wards Todd,



