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THE DRINK TRAFFIC
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FIFTY YEARS AGO.

there has always been some sort of super
vision or other over the liquor traflic.” It
is truly amazing, considering how much
has beon said and written regarding the
drink question, that few or any take the
time or trouble to trace out or inguire in
to its history or origin. 1t is less than
years since the first duty of 3d. per gallon
was imposed on aleohol by Charles 1., and
| # tax of 4u. per acre taken off the land to |
| please the King's nobles. There was no
duty previous to this, consequently ne
may not be out of place to enlighten | need for either license or supervision
n of teetotalers, local | The present state of affairs in the drink
traftic has been solely built up o d hedged
round by teetotal faddists and fanatics, |
who have no art nor part_in its use, but
position the traflic occupied in Auld | to denounce its sbuse. They hold up the |
| aleoholie liquors |
| ‘ Temperance |
with them is another word for teetotalism,
l\mnwr the moderate nor mml-ulv'rnlr‘
’nurrn of aloohol are taken into consulta- |
tion

(Fvom ** The Caledonia.”)

Tug drink question is at present o

mpying the minds of many statesmen, so

rising generat
ionists, prohibitionists, Good Templars,

jue ribboners, and other fraternities, of |

moderate o
a8 worse t

otia fifty years ago and upwards. At
t period,
ether & grocer, draper, tailor,
ner, shoemaker, or other tradesma;
could have obtained a license for al
liquors.  Suitableness of premises
never taken into consideration, and
re Were no restric whatever
urs of opening or shutting. The 'ruﬂu
llowed to go on without hindrance,
won, and night. The only super
p was against smuggling ; but, with
ury proowition, wany s suugg led anker |
nd its way to the public. There were
ny excisemen of Burns' mind and |
thod, In his ** Ory and Prayer to the
sch Represontatives in the House of
mmons,” he says
“Tell thom
o

any respectable individual,

The faddists go in for heavy duties. |
|

restrictions, and all the frauds of clique
licensing and mischievous monopolies
With them there is no sin in robbing |
through the drink traftic
| Tt is strange, yet true, that th: very |
wore fed, clad, and bred by the liquor |
trwflic in our beloved land fifty years ago,
wre now among its greatest opponents
True, the trade is more potent now, by
| by reason of its monopoly.  Who upholds
that monopoly? In how few instances
was a livelihood obtained by the traffic
alone at that period. It was generallysold
as an auxilisry in those di by the
tradesmen already referred to, just as
ginger beer and lemonade are now-a-days
by the small dealers

The teetotalers—they cannot he termed

An’ rouse them p to strong conviction
An’ move tholr pity

and forth, an’ tell yon Premier youth
he honext, open, naked truth ;

ol him o' imloe an’ B¢ .n...-n.nmnm the temperate party—are in great
T e ot of or pro
The ,,,u,..,,,,,,“, Biaw ye  Booth | ;lrlnxhu for scriptural suthority for pr
o dissemble hi bition

 proof of the non-intoxieating character
of the wine our Saviour made at the mar
ringe feast 1 How they would glory in a ‘

Paint smn
||—r mutcl
And

d greetin' owre het thrissle
n st 0om's & whissle
R, I & b

What would they not give for \

Bible beautitude like this : —Blessed are
the teetotalers, for they are the salt of the
earth ! Teetotalers have organized  new |
ht n«mm ‘her species of hypocrisy, stamping the very
o viw Bible as imperfect. They hold up the
bards of Auld Caledonia to scorn—the
four R.'s—Ferguson, Burns, Tannahill,
Nicholl. Take away aleohol from our |
Isnd and our literature, is their ory. |
They forget. that

“ Froedom and whisky gang thegither.

Triumphant crushin't 1ike A mussol
Or limpet sholl

en on the tither hand, prosent he
bincdgnard smugglor rﬁ

A
An’ cheek for-chow a chu
Colleaguing join
Picking her pouch as
kind coln.
t bears the name o’ Scol
o ool i heart's i rising hot
To see his poor auld mlumr..w
An’ plundered o' her mm"mn groat
By gallows knaves !
huur towns, cities, and villages, liconsed | This line is over 100 years old, but it is
1| vpnr'.’ fifty years ago, | over 500 years since Wallace and Bruce
. ..l unl value. What, then, has en- | won both of these for us.  England, as |
he value of licensed premises|as we have swid enslaved alcohol wgain |
Wiy, monopoly, and monopoly alone. |for us, putting it into bonds.  Cale-
Tories and Unionists talk of giving [donia has been robbed ..f IIII"Innn!
publicans compensation. Give every | yearly, and had fusel oil, *kill-the
ividual who is able, willing, and has & | carter,” and innumerable blends and bom- |
 license, and the traflic | bastic brands palmed off as the pure
nsate iteelf. Property | mountain dew ; the price of such poisons |
on its own merite. wpreading poverty and misery, death and |
ng Scotch newspaper had a | destruction all aronnd. \
lor the other day on the drink traffic, | Burns was right, freedom and whisky |
which it was said . We suppose | must go u‘ether, in spite of fads, Lﬂnkl,‘

ax winter

Thursday,

| poet, in his courting expedition to Kate
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and isms. Bigots would separate the |
sheep from the goats, and divide the
tares from the wheat here on earth. We |
look to & higher power, far away above
and heyond either a bacchanalian, vege
tarisn, or & teetotal standard If an
apple caused the fall of our first parents,
teetotalers are certain the drink traflic is
the cause of keeping their children from
gotting back to Paradise

It was & spouter, holding forth in one
of our provincial villages on the abuse of
aleoholic liquors, less than sixty years ago,
that gave rse to the name and term tee
totalor. He was impressing his audience
on the merits of tea, and advising them to
stick to that beverage.  One of his hear
ers cried out ‘“{uuh. you drink tea
totally 1"+ Yes,"” he Tepliod ; *tee
total ! " and n that time abstainers
glory in » name which covers many a
a8 heinous in God's sight as drunkenness

It is & good Tory maxim—* Have rev
erence for ﬂn past and caution for the
future. otalers care neither for the
one nor the other, despising the liberty of
the individual, and burdening the moder-
ate and temperate with a_double portion
of the Stat ue. They consider it
just and proper to plunder and rob all
who choose to use alcoholic liquors ! How
ry different was it in Caledonia fifty
YORTS ag I'he inhabitants lived i har
mun{ one with snother. They were h .
est, frugal, olean, tidy, and couthie, with
a local option of that period of license and
liberty in full swing. The teetotal efforts
in reducing licenses, and raising the duty
on aleoholic liquors, goes for nothing so
far as sobriety is concerned.  High prices,
inferior drink, and debasing shebeens,
have been the fruits of fanatical opposi
tion to Caledonia’s native cup. The ex-
in a letter the other day, de
need restriction as a fraud : and does
any sane person think Auld Scotis will
ever submit to prohibition ! The only
just, true, and perfect plan would be to
%o back to * Freedom and whisky.” Let
the government leave the drink traflic to
the people, and let them make, sell, and
drink, as ‘they did before the days of
Charles 1. The drink traffic occupies &
place and position never intended by the
Creator of all. Tt could not have been
raised to its present throne unless by the
aid of the Devil and all his angels. Pride,
place, and power are in its grasp, and
nothing short of freedom can work a cure.

Nicoll, the good, the pure, and true

Carnegie, sings out
Guidwife, bring & bicker ; 11l slocken my

That s “pollt I the brewin

Price Tex Cents.

u bicker o swats whiles a hea't
Noering gill
And T aye had o groat if 1 hadna & pound
On the earth there were na
foun

Whilk

ppier

There is not & truer life among ull the
toetotal roll of celebrities than that of
Robert Nicoll, poet and editor.

Tunnahill sings of the

An coRKH
Chorus he comgle, sire!
[

of
I em up 10 doUChiy m.-l..
whilk we'll lang be vogxie
[ May '4<u|h|vd ne'er ta’ doun
eringin’, coward d
But bauldly stan’ an mu, llw loon
Wha'd re
Then, oh ! rev
Our guid o
Nor let
By any fo

Then

- A ~lr>
m mither's ¢

o s drend
pelin rogle

and in many other pieces he upholds the

Robert Porgusson, in his “Drink
Eclogue— Brandy  Whiskey,” winds up
with the landlady's verdict

n dayeo' yoro | gould my living prise
Not fash'd wi' dolefu’ ganiors of exo

But noo-a-days we'ro blythe Inhnrllm thrift
Oor heds 'boon Hoense wnd exclse Lo 1ift
nlakes o' brandy wo can soon supply

By whisky tinctur'd wi' the saffron’s dye.

* Even in his day. there is a cure for »
** drapy too much in ** Caller Oysters
He finishes with

© wha oanna stan’ sae sicker
Qlen twios yo'vetoom d the bigient bicker
Mix caller oysters wi' your lique
An' I'm your debtor,
1t groedy priest or drouthy,_ vicar
Will thole it better.

The privilege of distilling whisky free
of duty was nccorded by the Crown to
Forbes of Culloden, upon his barony of
Ferintosh in Cromarty, in consideration
of cortain good services done by him at
the time of the Revolution h rivers
of whisky streamed from that distillery,
that Ferintosh came to be like another
name for usquebsugh. The steh
Distillers Act of 17856 " abolished this
monopoly, Mr. Forbes shortly afterwards,
under the decision of a jury, receiving, by
way of compensation, t of £21,680.
Hence the allusion to Ferintosh in Burns
* Seotch Drink "

Thee Ferintosh ! ob, sadly lost !
Scotl

nrhc- ohartered boast
5 La'on AwWA.

For 'oy-lﬂ

Thae numl horse-leeches o' th' K.
V the whisky -llllulhhlr [-r'u'
Haund u .my ban', Di'el! ance, twice, thrice !
hen scize Lhe Mmk-r.

And then wind

up with

*Jist a'e ither «

e, Inddie, an’ saddle my nal tﬁl
uln ‘ony ane kpler whaur 1m till on the jaud
wa' 1o court Katie Carnegie !

Is there any sin in the song
“ Lance was 8 wanter, a8 happy's a

neddied wi’ nane, and nane Tevctdieg wi' me;
|wnnmm-m& ‘or a cog o' guid yill

p: what the de'll mak's me

An’ bakg them up in brimatone piex
r Po0F B rinkore
Fortunet If thow'll but gt me atil
Hile brecks, & soone, an' whisky gil
An routh n hyme to rave at will

‘nk'a’ the rest,
‘ An' da‘l \ lbrml‘ - lhy bllnd wkill
Dr. F-nauh-mm said the other day that

he could fill & good-sized volume with
| versea in praise of strong drink—and that

AND GUARANTEED
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