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tion, whenit was abolished, ‘as being a shadow, or mer sins, steadfastly purposing to lead a new life, have
vain show,’ and a suitable office was substituted in'a lively faith in God’s mercy through Christ with «a
its stead, in adcition to the ordinary service, styled thankful remembrance of his death and be in chari
the Coinmination, tywith all men,and teaches that good works, being
¢ In the ancient Church, this day had two titles— ipleasing and acceplable to Ged, are the best eviden-
the Head of the Fast and the Day of Aches; theices of a real Christian faith, which can be exhibited
former beceause lent commenced on that day—|to man. By other denominations a different course
the latter from the ceremony already described, oflhas been adopted, and the following aneedote related
sprinkling aches, &c. from whence our Ash Wed-lin a religious periodical, some few years since,
nesday. which I accidentally met with, is well calculated to
‘ That the observation of Lent was originally es-[shew that the evidence of Christian character upon
tablished in commemoration of our Saviour’s mira-|which their reliance is placed may prove extremely
culous fasting, and (o prepare the mind for the great|fallacious. :
feast of Easter,seemy geunerally to be admitted by the| ¢ Mr.—— was brought under religious exercises of
Romish Church, and by many Protestant divines. |mind; <o much so that he offered to join a society of
¢ The Jew’s yearly Passover, or feast of Expiation Christians in his neighbourhood, They required him

ting one unconnected wilh opinm. {2 has charlered
l(he brig Huron, Captain Windsor, to go up as fuar as
Lat. 49 degrees if necessary, and to call st sneh pia*
ces as be pleases. A good supply of books are ready,
and heis to go ina few days.’

Mr. Medhurst, above named, is Rev. Walter Meds
hutst, former!y of Calcutta, new of Canten, Clina, an
English missionary st that place, a gentleman well
qualified to conduct such an expedition iu a judicious
manner. Mr, Stevens accompacies him, having onee
before been on the coast with Mr. Gutzleff, Before
this they have probably returned to Canton, and we
inay expect at no distant day, to receive an acconnt
of the town in detail.— Ch, Inteligencer,

Joyful Discovery at Tharet in Burmah.—Rev. Mr.

was begun by a rolemn humiliation of forty days;|to give an account of his christian experience, before
and the primitive Christians, following their example,/they would 1eceive him. He did so. It seemed sa=|
appropriated an annual fast, as a proper preparative tisfactory, and he was received as a member. He;
for the commemoration of the great expiation of the committed it to writing for his future satisfaction. —
sins of mankind, though the number of days varied In it he gave the dealings of God to his soul, in
in different churches, as well as the practices of each awakening him to asense of his lost state, in disco-
in its observance, and it is evident that at first only vering to him the depth of his depravity, his utter
forty hours were enjoined, from about twelve o’clocklhe’plcsslless, and dependance upen Christ for salva-
on Friday when our Saviour {ellunder the dominion oftion. Ile had imbibed the peculiar doctrines of the
death, to Sunday morning, when he arose again, society of which he was a member, one of which
which was subsequently augmented to that number was, that a soul once united to Christ by faith, might
of days, there appears to be reason for concludingifall into great darkness, and even open as well as se-
that th's fast was originally instituted in solemn com-|crat transgressions of God’s law, without endanger-
mamoration of the period our Savionr lay in the ing its efernal salvation; thet beiog once in God’s fa-
grave of death, as several eminent critics assert, and vour, we were always in his favcur. Whenever he
not of the miraculous fasting, the imitation of which |would fall into doubts about his state, or be in heavi-
Irenaeus denominated, ¢ a superstitious and vain cou-Iness through manifold temptations, he would resort
ceit) ” to his writlen Christian experience. He did not con-
tiue to bring forth fruit—¢ goed fruit’—but on the
contrary often very bad. But on taking out and
reading his writlen experience, his favorite doctrine
had so trained his conscience, that it would hush
In every age of the Church, tiue religion has had. with its accusations and murmurings, ard he would
to contend with many and great difficulties, and to go on sati-fied. In process of time, he was laid on
encounter continual opposition. The prineiples and the bed of affliction, and brought down to the side
practices of the world are directly opposed to it ; and,of the grave.—He despaired of his recovery, and,
from these principles, as also from the natural infirmn- indeed, it became so doubtful, that even his friends
ities of man even under the influence of religion, began to lose the hope of his restorationte health In
numerous prejudices have always prevailed, whici are this state, conscience once more assumed her au-
very unfavorable to its progress. In addition to thority, and spoke with a voice that awfully alarmed
these common or general sources of impediment,the poorbackslider. Here he was, on the brink of
there are others in every age arisng from the peculi-'eternity, and without the evidence of his acceptance
ar citcumstances of the times. When religion is re- with God. The feelings of his heart, the blackness
stricted by the rigorous hand of spiritual tyranny, of darkness thst gathered around him, and the awfu!
the enemies which then chiefly prevail, and are the eternity that he felt himself about to enter, conspired
most injurious toits cause, are superstitions aod to alarm his wretched soul. In this agony he be-
bigatry ; but when left unrestrained, and permitted to thought himself of his wiillen Chrislian experience.
be received just as it may suit the humour, or the fan- ¢ Go,’ said he, ¢ bring my experience, and read it to
cy of every individual, endless division and a forget-'me.” One of his family went to-the place where he
fulness that God is a God of order, together with false had deposited it and on examination found that it had
ideas of real couversion or renovation of the heart, been eaten or cut to pieces. Qn beinginformed of
are the usual consequences; almost every person sets the catastrophe, he became stillmore wretched. He
ting up himself asmost fit to determine the true chas had no data—uo evidence of his salvation—and he
racter of religion, both in its general and particular vented his sorrow in repeated exclamatious, © that his
features.  In days gone by, the Church of Christ Christian experieuce had been destroyed.’
long suffered from the former evil, when the Papall We cannot but conclude that had tbis man’s expe-
power exercised its unrestrained iofluence and sway— rience or testimony of his love to God, and faith in
Io this our day the true Church of Christ, the pure Jesus Christ, been written and engraven on the tables
and undefiled’ religion of St. James, is in equal if not of his heart, and not on perishable paper, he would
greater danger from the latter evil, because it is one have been spared those bitter lamentations, and would
more subtle in its opposition. To help this latter have enjoyed such humble confidence in God through
evil ¢ revivals,’ as they are termed, lend a powerful the merits of his Saviour, as would have enabled
aid. The Book of God being now in almost every him to have rested his hope in the Almighty conquer.
man's possession, which so plainly denounces the or of death, hell, and the srave, the ouly mediator
thr;aa:lenings ofa just and powerful Being against the between God and man, the man Christ Jesus.
soul that sinneth, the convicted but not converted sin- i I .
ner gladly catches at any thing which may aflord ease! Nova Scotia, Feb. 1336, SiMECH
to bis affrighted conscience,and too often limes is Jull-
ed into a false and fatal peace, by coming up to the Imporiant News from China.—The Rev. Mr. Ste-
standard, not of the word of truth, but of that which vens, Seaman’s Chaplain at Canton, in a letter to the
some individual or party of men have fixed upon as Secretary of the American Seamen’s FFiend Society,
the criterion of true religion, thus speaking peace to dated Aug. 21, 1835, says—
his soul,when God hLath not said peace. The Church| ¢ Of late there has been much sol:citude among the
to which we belong very wisely requires no man pub~ brethren at Canton, on account of the search just in-
licly to relate his Christian experience, much less stituted by government for such natives as have ascis-
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Kincaip, Baptist Missiovary in Buimalb, in his journal
of a tour of 700 miles up the Irawaddy river, fiom
Rangoon to Ava, in which they passed through 300
Burman cities or villages, relates the following delight
ful incident,

vt Tharet, while giving away Tracts to a crowd of
people that Iined the shore, a young man came neaf
and said, ¢ Will you give me St Johu’s History of
Christ and the Acts of the Aposties?” It appeared that
Brother Judsonhad given these books to him at Prome;
but when the city was burned, ke lost them, I gave
him the books and four Tracts. Ile immediately dis-
appeared; but, two miles above, came to the boat again
and said, ¢ There is a man in this city besides me, who
believes in Jesus Christ, and he wants to see the feacher
and get books, but thinks the boat is away.” We fol-
lowed the young man; and how were we surprised and
almest overjoyed to find a venerable old mun full of
faith ard hope in Christ though he had no other teacher

than St. John’s History of Christ and the View, accom<
panicd by the influence of the Holy Spirit. He said he

had loved Christ for about two years, and bis language
was that of a man acquainted with his own hearr, He
spoke distinctly of the carnal and spiritual mind, and
of regeneration. The young man had read the books
received from Brother Judson to this old man, and
bath, I trust, are born of God. 'To find two pilgrims
in this great desert —to hear them speak s bo!dly and
decidedly of their love to Christ, in the presence of
more than forty persons, filled me with joy.

Green Bay.—In March, 1834, the Mission School
consisted of 94 boarders, of whom 50 were males, and
44 females. Ofthese not more than 8 are whites ;
the remainder beivg Menominees, Chippawas, Oneid-
das, Winnebagoes, Knisleneauxs, Sionxs, Osages,
Foxes, the Delawares. Witkin the past year, fivé
full-blooded Indian children bave been baptized by the
Rev. Mr. Cadle, the late superintendant, after being
du'y instructed in the fundamental doctrines of the
Gospel. The Rev. Mr. Cadle has preached during
the year, administered the communion to the Oneidas
at Duck Creek and to the Stockbridge Indiaus at
Grand Kakalea.

History of the Church in Virginia.—We take great
pleasure in announcing thatthe valued work of Dr.
Hawks,-which has been long impatiently expected,
is through the press, and nearly or quite ready for
delivery. We have been favoured with a copy, and
shall endeavour inour next 1o present copious ex*
tracls to our readers. * &

'The present volume is entitled ¢ A Narrative of
Events connected with the Rise and Progiess of the
Protestant Episopal Church ir Virginia ;’ it is com<
plete in itself, and forms the first volume of the pro=
Jected work, which the author has modestly siyled
‘ Contsihutions to the Ecclesiastical History of tho
United Stafes of America,’ and which, if finished #$
it is begnn, will form an admirable history of the-
Church, and will thus, besides Leing a valuable zddi¢
tion to our literature, acquit the present generaton
of a debt dueto the future. Most sincerely do we
corgratulate the autborin the result of hi« labonrs,,
as far as they are disclosed, and wish him all sucerss

does she authorize him to build the hopes of to-mor- ted foreigners in manufacturing Chinese Christjan

in what remains to be accomplished. —2, Y.

row upon the experience of yesterday. Rejecting books. So far as can be seen, bowever, the present Churchman.

the auaricular confession of the Romanist and (ke kir. danger seems nearly past, theugh the native assistants

d-ed practice of those who require of such as seek ad-'are yet terrified !

mission fo their peculiar relgious rites, or to the ¢y conscquence of this shutting up the door of ac-
Holy Communion, a history of their rel gous experis tive labor here, as well as for uther reasons, Mr, Med~|
ence, she cnjoins it upon her menbers to ezamine Lutst bas been desi:ous to get up an expediticn to
themselves whether they repent them fruly of their for:‘lhe castern coss', and has at length succeeded in get-

—

Christ.—Theie is no honor, like a relation to Christs
no riches, like the giace of Christ; no learning, like
the kuowledge of Christ; and there are no compenions,
like the frier.ds of Cirisi.

Repentance is the grextest henor, next {0 innocense:



