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THE RANCHIL, OR PIGMY MUSK.
" " BY DANIEL O, BEARD. '

o “Aboub four years ago a ship was on her re-
{7 bwrn teip from Smgaporu to New York with
acargo of pepper and spices, - ‘When pnssmg
thiough the Straits of Sinda she was met
and surrounded by the dsual ﬂcet of lmtlvcf
Dbum hoats Taden with fruits and.curiosities.
-Among the miscellancous cargo of these sea

most gmceful beautifulcreatures one could

not larger than small mbblts. The captam
of our “Janet Ferguson” after some phrley
suceceded in purchasing them, giving in ex-
change an old silver watch. The ship’s
carpentetr soon built for thém a convenient
little house, about the dimensions of a'small
dog house, With “Deér Lodge" neatly palnt-
ed over the door, and in these comforfable
quarters the little midgets made in safety a
voyage of 136 days, becomxng great favor-
ites; w1th the " crew. -One’ fawn was born
durmn the trip, but when. dlscovere('l by the

pecllt,rs’ bonts one had aboard some of the'

well xmagme——ﬁvc full rr10wn, hve deer.

mate of the vessel the buck had: eaten - ofﬁ
its legs and it was dead, - = "0

Artiving  off Sandy Hook the «J. unet
I‘exguson” uncountered acold wmtry ga.le
all hands were kept busy, and during. the
confusion thiree of the little creatures . that,
had fanaged to escape from thexrsnug little
house’; perlshed witli' the "cold. Immedia-
tely after arriving ¢ '1t port the. fomth, a fine!
buck, fell a.victim to the: (to thém)- mhos-
plt'tble climate. :The only survivor, abean-
tiful doc, rgpreseqtpm} in the above clrz‘v,.wluvxrrl

‘sf-ecies that a rather doubtful story is-told to'
‘the efféct that when closely pursued by the:
.hounds they wxll ]C:I.p mto the ove1hrmgmg:

lmtemng attitude, or crept; tumdly and steﬂ-

: t]nly close to the wall and behind: the arti-

cles of furniture, it was - dﬂﬁcult; to realize
tﬁ\utltwasarealhvedeer. ST

; The pigmy musk is commion in the pen-!
msula. of Malacen- arid* the” nelghbormg
wlands, frequentmg the thickets, .
! “The Malays prize them both as ‘articles
offood and- as doniestic pets. It is of thzs

came into my possessmn but she: only lwed
about & week. Inispite of allf my ¢are she
too expired, killed' Ty the cola breath of our
New York winter,

She was a timid little crenture, rmd al-
though perfectly tame-objected to being
handled, bt she would take food from my

‘hand and a.llow me to stroke her back:

She bad the pose and action of our. ordma.ry
deer; . When watchmrr ‘her as she leaped
over a footstool, or stood ‘head ercet, with
one forefoot gracefully pmsed in nn e'tger

hranches 0 f some f) rlendly tree, nnd lnng sus-
pnndcd by their Jarge canine tecth until the
tio eager foerishes by,then droppmg to the
nrround they will calimly, retmce thur steps.
Ib is said that the creatures can ma.ko ‘most
e(tmmdmnry leaps, and ‘that they dlsphy
great cunning:  They have' no musk bag,
and like the rest of the f'tmlly are destitute
of]xorns. The antlers we'see upon stuffed
specmlens in. the Wmdows of the taxider-
mis tare artificial,

‘The doe-in my possesslon me'tsured 15

Jinches in length; the hc'ld rather large,

beig 44 inches from pomt behind the edrs
to tip of its nose ;:nose movable; ,always wet

‘and- co.d likéa pomter dog, and like that dog

Dossessesa keen scent. The teeth were shor,

blende and :sharp, and, unlike the buck’s,
did nob e‘{tend below thelips.- Tlu. ten inch
mark upon.t the rule came, above the highest

partof her back, The lcgs were extremely.

delicatc : a Faber -leal pencil Tooked thick
and clumsy beside them. The tiny hoofs
only measured two-cighths of aninch at the

i hroadest parﬁ, where the cloven 'partsunited.

The color is general reddish brown, darker
upon the back, where the hairs are “tipped
with black; an indistinet dark band runs from
apoint between the ears to nose ; rather stifl
gray hairs upon the sides and back of the
neck; fawn colored -sides three white
streaks on t'he under part of tho neek ; soft
whito hair upon .the belly and the anterior
upper part of the hind legs and the paster-
ior upper part of the fore limhs; the lower
jawi is -1150 Wlute —Sowntzﬁc Ammcan.
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