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LESSON,—SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 1907.

Gideon and His Three
Hundred.

Judges vii,, 9.23.
Judges vi-viii,

 Golden Text.

all not tear ihem; for the Lord
all fight for you—Deut. iii., 22.

Home Readings,

Monday, Nov. 11—Judges ii., 1.23.
Tuesday, Nov. 12.—Judges vi,, 1-24.
Wednesday, Nov. 13.—Judges vi.,, 25.40
. Thursday, Nov. 14, —Judges vii., 1-23.

- Friday, Nov. 15.—Judges viii, 1-17.
Saturday, Nov. 16.—Judges viii, 1835,
Sunday, Nov. 17.—Ps. Ixxxiii,, 1-18.

Memory verses 17, 18.
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FOR THE JUNIOR CLASSES.

How many of you can tell what weapons a
soldier carries? Yes, he carries swords and
guns and such things. And what would you
think of a soldier who went against the en.
emy without any kind of a sword or gun at
allt  Yes, he would seem -a very queer sol.
dier, but our lesson to.day is about three
hundred soldiers, something like that. They
carried three things each; each had a trum-
pet, a torch, and a kind of jug. It must have
leoked a very funny army, don’t you think?
But there was no one there to iaugh at them,
2 ~ because it was the middle of the night, dark
© . snd etill, and their enemies were lying fast

sgleep in their tents. ;
The lesson is one of the most interesting
in the series, and certainly there should be no
difficulty in teaching it. Let the children fig-
ure out how the torch would be carried in one
bond with its light hidden in the jug, how the
other hand would likely hold the trumpet and
handle of the piteher in such a way that ine
fall of the pitcher could be almost immediate-
ly followed by the blast of the trumpet. 1f
they are ordinary children they will like the
thought of the smash, the row, and the sud-
- den light in the middle of the dark, still night,
immensely, and it will make the three hun-
dred very real live people to them. Their
imaginations having grasped the scene it will
be easier to speak of its meaning,

: FOR THE SENIORS,

P

- The character of Gideon is one of the most
“interesting in the Bible. It is néticeable that
Gideon was in a state of doubt whether God

~ was any more with his people, whether all

-the stories of his dealings with them in time
me to him. ne well-built man in tae
me of life, he seems to have been (Ju

il
ing ‘at his country’s bonds a heart that would
~ do and dare if there were any to second its
. efforts, therefore “The Lord is with thee, thou

., 18), and Ged saw behind the bitter chaf-

an of valor. Gideon lost little time

mighty m dor? on _
taking his stand and the willingness with
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the manner of selecting the soldiers directed
by God, in which their zeal, courage, and alert-
ness were proved, with the account that ‘ol-
lows of the midnight attack is of the greatest
interest. There is material in this lesson to
supply many a full half_-hour instead of only
the one.

(SELECTIONS FROM TARBELL’S ‘GUIDE.)

Verse 15. He worshipped. We perceive
kere that he was a man of faith and prayer
~—2& man who walked with God,—a man whose
thoughts, even amidst the engrossing cares of
that momentous hour, were towards his
Maker,—a man who held communion with his
God amidst the perils of a nocturnal sally
and the stratagems of war. Having worship-
ped, with light and nimble steps he climbed
the mountain side, and roused his little pand
with the words full of hearty cheer—Arise:
for the Lord hath delivered into your hand
the host of Midian’—Luke H. Wiseman.

England’s Ally, Once a sturdy Scot, valiant
in speech as in deed, English Ambassador to
the Court of Prussia, sat at the table of
Frederick the Great, then meditating a war
whose sinews were to be mainly formed of
English subsidies. Round the table sat French
wits of the infidel sort, and they and the
King made merry over decadent superstitions,
the follies of the ancient faith. Suddenly the
$alk changed to war and war’s alarms. “Said
the longsilent Scot, ‘England would, by the
help of God, stand by Prussia’ ‘Ah!’ said in-
fidel Frederick, ‘I do not know you had an
Ally of that name;’ and the infidel wits smirk-
ed applause. ‘So please your Majesty,’ was
the swift retort, ‘He is the only Ally to whom
we do not send subsidies” There stood the
truth confessed. England’s best ally is God;
the times of her truest heroism and magnan-
imity have been the times when she was
wost obedient to Him.—A. M. Fairbairn.

To character and success,

two things, con-
tradictory as the

Yy may seem, must go toge.
ther—humble dependence and manly indepen.
dence; humble dependence on God and manly
reliance on self—Wordsworth. :

In my own hands my want and weakness are,
My strength, O God, is Thine.
—Bayard Taylor.

(FROM PELOUBET’S ‘NOTES.)

The Book of Judges is a collection of re.
cords belonging to the period hetween  the
death 9f Joshua and the birth of Samuel, a
period of 280 years according to our common
ckronology. But if we add together the num.
bers given in Judges they amount to 410
years. For this and other reasons it is entire.
ly probable that ‘the oppressions and deliver-
ances were not successive, but, in_part, eyn-
ckronous. They were, in fact, without excep-

tion, local struggles; and it is not only con-
ceivable, but highly probable, that while ona
part of the land was enjoying security under
its judge other tribes were groaning under
the foreign yoke.—Professor Moore. While
several of the events were thus oceurring at
di

the same time in fferent parts o

in other cases the judges ruled practicall
‘temporary heads in particular centres, or over
partiecular groups of tribes,—Barak, in the

rcrth of Israel, Gideon, in the centre, Jeph-
thah, on the east of Jordan, Samson, in the
extreme gouthwest./—Driver. 1

~Gideon did the best he could with what he
had. He could not thresh out his wheat on

~ the threshing floor, which, for the sake of the
- wind, must be on a hilltop, in sight of the in-
- vaders. ‘Gideon, therefore, took his grain to
- the winepress, probably into the little house of

the winepress, and there in a space mnot big

- enough to fling a flail in, he beat out the zrain
“slowly and painfully and with rods. It is a
- picture of a man manfully doing the only duty.

> pessible to him under extreme disadvantage,
- while his heart is being gnawed with doubt. .

. This, then, is heroism—the making the

- most of what you have. God meets us never
o y m ‘ b’B‘lt
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where he has placed us in the dust and din of
our cemmon life. Remember to make the
most of what you have, when you are tempt-
ed to complain that you have no opportunity
for the great hopes with which your heart is
bursting. Remember Gideon whom God met
and called a hero bhecause, while suffering from
both doubt and adversity, he &till did what he
could do with a brave and a dogged heart.’—
Report of Sermon by Prof. Geo. Adam Smith.

Academic doubts and intellectual restless.
ness are of no practical profit. ‘But doubt
that rises from the practical pressure of Iife,
from the awful mass of labor that still lies
before society, from the apparent indifference
of the highest powers of the universe, though
it is the awfulest doubt into which man may
enter, is yet of the kind that God can use.
But the strong lesson for us is that there is
no doubt too deep for God to lift a man out
of and make him a man of faith and victorious
energy.—Geo. Adam’ Smith.

BIBLE REFERENCES.
Psa. cvii.; Deut. xxviii.; Isa. ix., 4; x., 28;

Eph. vi, 10-12; I. Cor, iii, 9; I. Sam. xiv., 6;.
Psa. xx., 5; cxviii,, 8; Zech. iv., 6.

Junior C, E. Topic.

Sunday, Nov. 17.—Topic—Wanted: men for
Gideon’s band. Judg. vii, 2-7.

C. E. Topic.
THE WICKED.

Monday, Nov. 11.—God sees the wicked.

Gen. vi, 5, 6.

Tuesday, Nov. 12.—God
wicked. Prov. xii, 2.

condemns  the

Wednesday, Nov. 13.—Ha is angry with the
wicked. Ps. vii, 11.

Thursday, Nov. 14—The wicked are punich-
ed. Prov. xi, 58.

Friday, Nov. 15.—~The wicked must repent.
Ezek. xxxiii.,, 10, 11.

Saturday, Nov. 16.—God will forgive. Isa.
Iv.F: :

Sunday, Nov. 17.—~Topic—What Gol tainks
of the wicked. Nah. i, 3.

——eelP e
A Singular Experience,

Mr. H. H. McL., San Antonio, Tex., sends
this interesting incident: :

In one of your recent issues was an ac-
count of a young lady who was hypnotized
by a 'snake, and her experience was so dif- .
ferent from that of my chum of more than
sixty years ago that I am led to relate his
as then given me. ;

In a stream called Leatherwood, near
Bedford, Ind., there was a pool whers we
went swimming, and to reach it we msually
followed a path down quite a bluff, and on
one occasion my chum had ‘the experience
referred to. He was suddenly arrested by
the flash of brilliant colors, and which ex-
panded and grew in gorgeousness and var-
iety, producing the most pleasing and fas-
_ cinating sensations. And these sensations
- were so pecul r.mﬁogmth; ‘surround-
- ings, the thought came to him that he must
~ be, as then called, charmed, but now hyp-
notized, by a snake, and he exerted all his
will power to change his position, and whe-
ther from such exertions, or other cause,
the charm was broken, he did not know.
But when freed from it, he saw gliding
away a large'black snake. He said he never
could' think of the occurrence without a
feeling of dread coming over him, and yet
with the desire to retain the remembrance
‘of those indescribable sensations, and to
view those gorgeous colors again.—C. E.
World” g .
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~ When the Holy Spirit comes into the
‘heart, He finds that we know so much al-

ready of what it were well to leave un-
known; we are self-conceited, we are puff-
_ ed up. We have learned lessons of worldly
- wisdom and earnest policy, and these we
~ Deed to unlearn and deny.—Spurgeon. =




