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mous that notonly can thoy meet tho demands of tho mercan,
tilo marino in its busy timo of penco, but they can turn out
war vessels for our possiblo cnemics, by scores. They would
be idle in war, and available for the construction and repair of
war ships. There aro no such private naval resources away
from English shores, and therefore at present for aid, for rein-
forcements, and for mnintenance tho enormnous Pacifio flogs re-
sponsiblo fox the rafety of balf the world must in war rely on
private and public yards cruwdod together in o small island in
tnc north-west corner of the Atlantic ocan ! To use a homely
phrase, “all our naval eggs are in one basket,” and though wo
may lay thom one side of the globe, the communications on the
;-tlu-;- l:;ny be exposed or shut vut from us while they are being
1atehe

(76 be continued.)

Military News.

—S8ir Ciarnct Wolseley's apinion on drill, & highly valuable
one, it ir needless to add, is a guod deal ju accordance with
that of the first I'reneh conquerors of Africa, who sought to
wake their nicu limber and ready, rasher than to lovk to parade
mot et and app araince on drill. It s to be rcmembercg
thay the seeming stiffucss of the British soldier was borrowe
t(':om the school of Iingland’s royaland loyal ally, Frederick the

ireat,

Rovar Comussion oN DEFENOE.—The Royal Commission
ou the Defences of the Colonies and Indin will not concludo
their Jabours for two or three years. The evidence alrcady
tak n shows and estruordinary lach of anything likea system-
at’e plan for the protection of imperinl commerce. Vancouver's
Taland and the Australian colonies are absolutely at the meroy
of the Russian Pacific flect. Itis expeeted that tho £rst report
of the Defonce Commission will assunie the character of & con-
{idential document for the information and guidance of the
(:nernment. A point of somo interest connected with this
circumstanca is the movement which 1 .8 been lately started by
the Azents Genoral of the Colonies in London to bring sbout
eloser relations botween the wothercountry and her dependen-
eics, The programme of that scheme ineludes pot only tariff
and cmigrat-on quustions, but also the question of coioninl do-
fenee,

_ =The German military and naval authoritics are evidently
determined that the shores of Germany shall be rendered asse-
eure against attack as they can possibly be made. AsSuming
in any future war Germany found herself oppoesd ¢o dn eriemy
wistress of the sea, the latter might possibly, were the shores
of the Bait'e and North Sea unprotected, attempt to reaeh
B.rln by landing an cxpeditionary forco at some convenient
po nt, cstablishing there a naval base of operations and ad-
taueing thence on the capital, while the bulk of the German
army nnzht be cuployed in defending some distaut frontier.
Ac urlingly of late years the German shores have been closely
stdied. fortifications have been constructed at the points
wheer seem o lend themselves most to attack, and a system of
detence has been carefully worked out, and arrangements for
fesisting attack have been perfected as far as possible even to
the minutest detail. Last month strong detachments of the
troops who, in the event of war, will be called upon to gar-
rison the copst defences of the empire were exercised in target
dractice with the heavy guns mounted in tho works. The ex-
ercises were continued for fourtcen days; the value of the
awmunition expended esceeding, itis estimated, a quarter-of-a-
nullion marks, or £12,500, The heavicst gun used during the
firing was the 28<entimetre Krupp pice, which ‘weighs 273
tons. and which, according to ealculations made by Gorman
#oo Lp'eta, oan gt a range of 360 yards sends its prdjectile

through tho most strongly protected
ironclad afiozt, with the cxcoption of the * Dandoelo," “Duilio,”
$ Ajax,”  Agnmemnon,” and “Infloxible.” Thé 4Q-pentis
motro Krupp gun, which, it is stated can picree an irqn plato
24 inches thick at a distance. of 4,000 metres, ‘and, which,
therefore, can at that distanco send its projectile through the
armour of tho ptrongest man-of-war of any navy, is, howoxer,
about to be added to tho armament of souwe ef the more im-
poreant of « qcoast fortifications ; but the mauner in which
thoy aro to bo mounted-has not yot been defiinitely decided
ugon. : o
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~—Colonel Feiss, in AN eREAY U n the military organization
of Switzerland, sm’gcs that the C{n%c;lgxmﬁon' mgesscs_mx army
of 202,477 men, gopsisting of 4,316 0 cersanﬁOl,lO%bldibrs

of the clite, and of 3,648 officers.and 93,506 wmen of the 'la}'ld-

{webr. Colpnel Feiss, who enteis very- fully intd the ‘quehtions

of pay and exembtion from service, says that the proportion, of
recraits \}y:ﬁ \'to repd: or writd was n{;o'ut ong in six?l(;}ié'yqar,
#nd that for the Jast four years tho proportions of reeruits ro-
jected ag physically unfit for servioe has beep steadily diminish-
tng ; whilo.67 per cent. were paésc'\i in.lé’}'l,v tho perecytago
fell to 49 in 1878 aud 1879, nud to 43 this years. The fargest
proportion of qualified reeruits has alwiys come from the can-
tons of Geneva, Vaud, Haut-Valais, Thurgau, Zurick, Appen-
z¢ll, and St. Gall , but there bag been a considergble f(nlling-oﬁ:
even in them of late. ‘ o

i

—A German medical pappr gives a list of some of the most
notable instances where in weather such as wo have lately bad
bodies of troops om the rearch have suffered severcly from the
heat. During the Seven Yeats’ War, when Frederick tho
Great was marchiug from Maricnstern upon Bautzen, no fewer

than 300 mea died on one day—tho 6th-of August, 176U—from
sunstroke. On the 21st of May, 1827, while the Guard Corps
was manceuvring hotween Berlip and Potsdam, the men, ex-
hausted by the heat, ¢ fell-down in masses ? on.the road, and
the whole forco became a mera rabble, some struggling.on
vain attempts to keep their places in the rguks, -others Jymg
down and dying by the wayside, On the 8th of July, 1853,
at the conclusion of some mancouyres in the camp of Beverloo
two battaiions were ordered to march to the adjacent station
of Has.~! w0 proceed by special train, to Brussels ; but before
the former place could ba reached so many man had died from
sunstroke, or had fallen dawn exhnusted by the heat, that of
the 600 men originally comprised; in the two battalioys; 160
only arrived at Brussels, Assigtance was sont from Hasselt on
the state of affairs hecoming known, and throughont the night
the bodies of those who had died from gunstroke and the bodics
of those who had fsllen down ¢xbausted wexe hrought in on
wagons and. carts seot out to collect.them. In the following
year a column of Prussian troops suffered jn a gimilar manner,
and during ono of tho marches of the French army in the
Dobrudscha an equally grent. mortality ensyed. In the campaign
of 1866 the troops engaged suffered very littlo from tho beat
and in the war of 1870-71 therc were also comparativgly fow
cases of sunstroke , but during the operations connceted with
the occupation of Bosnia, large numbers of men fell victimg to
the heat, a single Austrian regiment marching from Brod to
Derwent on the 30th of July leaving bebind 320 men, thirty-
ono of whom died almost as they fell down exhausted. Tho
summer of 1873 was exceedingly hot on the Continent, and
many soldiers succumbed to the heat on the line of march or
during exeroise in the ficld'; but this year, although the season
has again been a warm one, comparatively few cases of sustroke
among troops have becn reported, owing presumably to the ad-
ditional precautions now taken in cyery army when men are
exposed ¢o the sun, and to the attention which hag been given
by army doctors and others to the invastigation of the pevens
tive measures to be adopted,
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