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of Common Prayer, a great reduction
f its Price was obtained, with a view
o the benefit and increase of that de-
nomination of Christians throughout
he United States, whose wants, in-
erests, and religious feelings could
not be separated from those of the
Bame persuasion in this State. Inre-
linquishing al profit arising from the
aale of the Prayer Book ; in surren-
‘Wdering this source of revenue, and
Wthus diminishing the number and ex-
ent of their own immediate distribu-
Rtions, the Managers it is believed have
Wereatly extended the circulation of the
ABook of Common Prayer. The plea-
sure and credit of being themselves
he public instruments of spreading
it, co-extensively with the funds that
Mmight be.derived from the loan of
their stereotype plates in this cily,
was superseded by the paramount
duty of rendering the Book of Com-
mon Prayer accessible to every Epis-
.Jcopalian throughout the Union, either
“Siby gratuity, ar by cheapness of price,
s might best comport with the feel-
:Mlings or ability of individuals. The
“Roperation of this plan, in relation to
the price of the book, has realized
he expectations of the Managers.
.Jlnstead of a diminution of the sales of
-Jbooksellers, they have witnessed an
“‘Funexampled demand for the Book of
$Commeon Prayer :—in addition to the
humber circulated in the name of the
Bociety, it is believed that twenty
housand copies have been sold in
his city, and that the amount of sales
of the Prayer Boek during the last
year is wholly unprecedented. The
nterests of individuals have been
made subservient to the worship of
he Church, and the hoinage of pri-
vate sacrifice is paid to the public dis-
emination of the truths of Chris-
Ranity,
The Managers would call the at-
“Jention of the members to the ani-
“Jmating reflection that is derived {rom
.3 retrospect of the few years that
ave elapsed since the organization
of the Soctety, in 1816. ‘I'he copies
of the Book of Common Prayer, cir-
Culated during the first your of its

‘,
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operations, were: printed with the
ordinary type, and cost the Society
forty-seven cents a copy. In 1817
they procured the first setgf stereo
type plates* of the Prayer Book iel
this city, and, perhaps, the only sef
at that time in this country : by mean
of it, there was an immediatereducd
tion of ten cents a copy in the priced
of the book ; and in 1818, a furthey
reduction of seven and a half cents
was obtained. Socicties and indivi-
duals, who wish supplies of Praye
Books for gratuitous distribution, are
furnished at the rate of thirty cents
per copy, the exact cost of the book
to this Society. A neat, well bound
copy of the Book of Common Prayer.
may now be purchased at retail for
thirty-seven and a half cents, which;
at the formation ef the . Auxiliai¥
New-York Bible and Comimon Prayey
Book Society, could not be had,
equal good type, paper, and hind
for less than seventy-five cents.
the short space of two years, five o
six sets of stereotype plates have
been made of the Book of Common
Prayer ; three of them may be said
to be in constant use in this city ;==
one set has been purchased and takén
to Bultimore, from which the Bible!
and Prayer Book Society of thaty
place is supplied ; and one or toy
sets of plates may be purchased i}
this city, at from twenty to thirty
per cent. less than the price of the
first set that was executed m this
country. :

The Managers cherish the hope,3j
that Societies, similar to this, vili bel
organized in the southern and west

ety ]

* This cet was cast for the Publishers of
this Jourual, who, in order to favour the
views of the Society, transferred tbem 8
;rime cost. Puring the year 1818, tbg

ublishers caused two othier setaof the Pra¥|
er Book 10 be cast for their own use; ik,
there have also been cast, under their il
spection, (wo sets of plates ol the Prayer§
Book, in octevo, onc for the New-York
Bible and Common Prayer Bovk Soci iy §
and the other for the Commou Prayer Luok
Soci ty of Philadetphia. > i
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