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History of  the regn of Ferdinand antl
Jsubella, the Catholic. By Willinm
H. Prescout. 3 vols, §vo. pp. 417, 509,
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The higtory ofi no country,lyerhaps, is
invested with greater interest than that of
Spain.  Heranndlsare varied in incident,
rich in moral, and fuli of instruction for
the philosopher und Christain.  No coun
try of Burog2 has preserved the spirit of
medival chivalry so pure, or for so long
a‘time. This spirittis impressed on alt her
instituticns, and is vet visible the in high
character and lofty bearing of her people.
The type of her national character is still,
to o greatextent, that of the ancient knights
of St. lago of Calatrava and of Alcantara:
the only difference s, that it has been soft.
ened down to svit the more pacific tenden-
ciesof the presentage. Iler whole history
is replete with strange vicissitudes and
startling occurrences, .

No country, perhaps, has exercised o
more powerful influence on civilization in
Europe, or done,more to extend its boun-
daries into regions remote snd before un-
known. But for the liberal enterprise
and enlightened policy of her sovereigns,
the ardor of Columbus might have cooled,
and America remained undiscovered for
centuries. With the names of Alfonso
the Wise, of Sancho the Great, and of
Fercinand and Isabella, among her prin-
ces ond Jegislators 3 with those of Don

the massacre of the monks bt Barcolona
and elsewhete, ' '

What will be the final result of this
great struggle, tho future nlone can ro-
veal. Whether the ardent faith of the

prepared to sny.  Ono thing is cer-

tnin. The climate of S[_min is {oo warni!
"for Protestantisin ¢ on Aér goil the Protes.

tant sects would be exotics which could
have bat & sckly growth at best, aud
which would soon wither and die. The
only climate at all congenial with Protest-
antiem is the cold, calculating north; it
is too dreary, too devoid of fecling and
sonl, to suit the ardent txmperament of the
south. (1) The Spaniards are too tho-
roughly Catholic, ever to bo tainted, at
lecst to any great extent, by the errors
of the last three centurics. The late
appeal of the sovoreign poutiff in bes
half of sufering Spain, has met with
such a response, in t.e bosom of mil-
lions all over the world, as bespeaks Ca-

Spamiard wul como out of the fiery ordonl!
warmer and brighter than ever, or who. :
ther that faith willgrow cold or be obscur~jelse in the world. The Uniled States

ad in the furnaco e are not at prcsent{

tholic unity, and tells of the depths of that

difference, and, at the voice of one old
man, kneeling before one common altar,
end in divine unison of faith and feeling,
praying, for one great object! That pray-
or wisl be heard, cnd Spain will be pre~

Rodrigo Diax del Bivar, the renowned!
Campion or Cid, and of Goasalvo de Cor-
dova, the ‘‘great captain,” amoag her
generals; and with those of Cualderon,
Lope de Vega, Cervantes, Herrara and:
Garcilass among her literati, not to men--
tion many cthers, she has little to fear
from compprigon with any other nation.
The calander is'crowned with the names
of her saints,. St. Dominic, S1. Vincent
Ferrer, Teresa, St Peter of Alcautara,
St. -lgnnius, St Francis . Xavier, and
hosts of others are her, patrons in heaven.
The interest in, Spanish hisiery and in-
stitutions 1s greatly increased by the pres
sent distracied condition of that unhappy
couptry.. The storm which is now sweep-
ing over spain, threatens to dratroy almos'
every. \npnumentof her former greatness,
and to cargy away every vestige of the

served to the Church!

Mr. Prescott has selected for the sub.
ject of s work the most interesting and
brilliant period of Span sh lstory. The
uge of Ferdinand and Isabelln is to Spain,
what that of Lows X1V was subsequently
to France; and what, immediately after,
the pontficateof Leo X was to Italy and
to the world.
she lzid broad and deep the foundation of
that solid glory, which mnde her {or more

with in Ttaly and Germany, and occasions
ally in Frauco or England, but they are
oxtremely rare in our hght and frivolous
age, and yet more 80 .n our republic,
where the wtilitarian system of estimat.
ing everything in dollars and cengs, ha«
perhaps tuken deepor root than any where

may well be proud of two such historians
as Prescott and Bancroft.

It is not our purpose to furnish a lengthy
reviev of DMr. Prescott’s history. Itis
before the American community and may
speak for itself. In our opinion the style
is more nataral, and better adapted to his
torical narrative than \he more florid man-
ner of Bancroft, who seems to have caught
no litle of the Bulwerian und transconden-
tal infection of the age. What is, hows
ever, most pleasing in the hidtory of Fer-
dinand and Isabel'a, is the array of learn-
ed references, Ly which each statement is
sustained. Nor is every original docu-
ment and work cited, but the very edition
and page are carefully maiked, so as to

ante poople onlist his Yeepest sympathy 5
The DMcors of Grenada havo also his
warmest feolings 3 these two poopie seem
t0 have cxhausted his stuck of humanity,
and fie has no sympathy o throw away
upon the Catholic Christiens of Spuin*
Nor is ho alono in this respect. It
is tho foult of most Protestant historinns.
Their sympathies run.strongly in favor of
Jow, Turk, or dissonter of every shade of
opinion, while for the Catholic, th&y re-
servo the vialsof their wrath! Is it, that,
there is a kindred spiit acung efrorists
of evary hue; a certain relationship, which
makes them have a fender feeling for $ne
anuther? It would seem so. The xhief
severity of this remark consists‘ﬁf‘its
{ruth; and wo have only to open Préfss
tant historians passim, to become persignd.

ed of it.  Mr. Prescott furn \f'ébnnd?\nt
avidence of this spirit lhrougl 0t his wq’k.

It was scarcely 10 ho expected hat,
rearcd as ho evidently had been, in al the
prejudices of Protestantism, DMr. Prescott
should have become wholly divested of the

facilitate, in a high degree, the resear-
ches of the scholar who might feel dis-
posed to verify the quotations.  The state-

early impressions of the nursery, so as to
, approach the subject of the horrible Span-
ish Inquisition with a calm mind and o

sympathy, which fluws from Catholic cha- \ments of the author may be relied on, steady nerve, It was difficult to dispel
rity! Only the Catholic Church can pre- | wherever he confines himself to facts, un*'thg ++ bloody phantoms™ of slaughtered
5‘3““}‘? spectacle of ".'0 whole world l‘hus tess he views them through the improper‘vicg,ms, which had haunted his early
forgetting every scctional and politicaly medum ofundue prejudice,or is misled, as days, and to get rid of the opinions in re-

1o the facts themselves, by prejudiced 8u~ " gard to that tribunal which had Leen faste
thority. Then he either greatly misco- ened on his mind by the teachings of the
lors, or wholly perverts the facts  We 'pressand of the pulpit.  Butat least, as
will endeaver 10 show that he has commit="4 fnuhful historian, he should have exins
ted both thesc faults in the seventh chapter yyed s redeeming as well as its odious
of his first volume, pp. 230—267, whete 'fenures 5 and to have qualified himself
he gives a detailed history of the ¢ modemzfor this task, he should have read both
Tuquisition™ in Spain ; and our remarks ‘sides, and not have suffered himself to Le
on his history will be confined 10 this “misted by violently prejudiced writers.—
chapter. That many of those whom ke has follow-

That he was grently under the influence ed are of this character, we will endea.
of auti-cathohic preydice, we infer from 'vor to show, and then we will glance ra-

. . . ' . - .
:the whoic tenor of the chapter, which is in pidly at the pruncipat works written in de-
It was the era in which, fact as virulent a Iibcl apon Cathohicity as fence of the Inquisition, which Mr.

wo have ever chonced 01ead.  To prove ‘Prescou seems either not to have scen
that the establishment of the Spanish Ins 'at all, or not to have read.

than two centuries the first country in} quisition was in accordance with the prin~} The historians of the Spanish Inquisi-

Europe. It wae theage which witnessed

the glories of Ponce de Leon, and of

Gonsalvo de-Cordova, in the field, of Car-:

dinals Mendoz. and Xunenes, in the cabi-
pet ; and of Christopher Cofumbus on the
broader field of the world «-discovering a
new conunent. Mr. Prescott could scarce-

“ly have chosen e lofiier theme. And he

ciples of the Cashulic Church, he repeats y10n most in favor with Protestants, are

(8) the siale calumny that a Catholic prin- Limuorch and Llorente. Mr. Prescott
ciple is embodied in the odious propusis ¢yies them both, and bases most of his
tion, ** the cnd jusiifies themeans.” He ginyements upon the authority of the lat-
turas out of his way to attack the Catholic ‘(er, who is so great a favorite with him
doctrine ofcpnfcssiun. which he designa'.es .as lo ment a spec]a] b]ographical notice
(4) *an ariul institation" of priests, to la[ the close of his chapter on the Inquisi-
gain infleence with the people 5 and to 'tion. Toascertain how far they are 1o

middle age, Though noz so violent . as
that which desplated France fifiy years
ago, yet it is'similar. to this in many other
tespects. 1t was an evil-day for Spain
when her soil became the theatre of a
sanguinpry struggle between the hosts
of Fragce and England, Al her present
evils date from that illsfated peried. The
Peninsular wap sowed upan her soil the
seads of Freach infidelity and English
Protestantism, and these seeds are now
producing their bitter fruits. And it is’
rewnarkable, that the late stariling pro<‘
ceedings it Spain have been accofdingly |
distingoished'by the fierce fanniacismt [
the French revolution, tempered-with the
cold, calculating policy of the reformation
in England uniter Henry VII,' \We trace
the policy of .England in (he invasion of
church property, and 1n the destruction ‘of
the monastaries ; and that. of Frahch in

has brought to the execution of his task
a great amount of learning, as well a3
much industry and care it the arrange.
rment of his copinus materials. His work
manifests a degree ot research into Spas
nish history highly creditable to the aus
thor; the more so, as inits preparation
he had to encounter for a ume the almost
insuperable obstacle of almost total blind~
ness.(2) Such works may ofien be mey

1. See a late work by Mr. J. Balmes, pub.
lished at Madnd in 1S40, 2 large ex:ract from
which appears in theJanuary numver of this
Magszine. The writer of thisartice not long
s:nce conversed with a very intellgent Spa-
niard, the son of a distingnished Spanish no.
bleman, who amply confirmed this statement;
and 2dded that the vast majonity.of the Spa.
nish nobility and grandees were not anly tho-
robghly Catholic, but were also diétmguished‘
for their piety. _ B

show hiow Isabella’s repugnance 10 the es-
tablishment of the inquisition was overe
come, he relates a very simple, if not
absurd anecdote of what passed beiween
ber and her confessor, Talavera, (5) In
oppusition to all history, he still asseris
thut St. Dominic was the founder of the
ancient Inquisition, or at least maintains
that if lie was not, in poiat of fact he ought
10 have been.(6) He tel's, in a satirical
tone, of the divine eloguence and wonder-
ful miracles by which St. Vincent Ferrer,
in tha fourteenth centwrys converted to
Christianity thirty-five theusand Spanish
Jews.(7) The sufierings of thus unfortu.

3. Vol 1, p. 243, 4, lnd, p-346. 5. IbiCe

6. This isthe purport of his reasomng (p
232, ~ote.) See La Cordaite's late work:
rApology for the order of St. Donunic,” 1n
which this charge 1s ably refuted by unden,s-
ble evidence. ,

2. Sce his p-eface’

2. Vol 1, p. 240,

be relied on, as historians of the Inquiei~
tion, we must see who they were—under
what circumstances they wrote their res-
peetive histories,and whet motives prompt~
ed them to thetask,

Philip Limborch was a native of Hol-

land, and belonged to the sect of the Re-
monstrants or mitigated Calvinists. He

wag a discipie of the famous scholar, Vos-
sipy, who with Grotius had suffered so
much from the intolerant syncd of Do-t,
which in 1619 had consummated the die
vision of the Dutch Calvinists. He at-
tained to considerable eminence in his
sect, in which he became a minister, and
subsequently a professor of theolgy at
Amsterdam. He was not, however, very
rigid i adherng even {v the slight stans
dnrd of orthodoxy required by tus own

(Continued on p ge 22)
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