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The Catholic.

From the London Tablet.
PERSECUTION OF THE CA-
THOLIC CHURCH IN RUSSIA.

A few feeks ago we laid before the rea-
ders of the Tablet o general view of the
constitution of the *¢ national church ”* of
Russia, the most glaring, the most lamen-
table system of imposture which, with the
sxception of the Mahometan and the An-
glican forms of worship, has been inflicts
ed upon any country since the commence-
ment of the Christian era. Some centu-
ries have passed since thelestablishments
fosnded by the Turkish and the Engl sh
Jdespots have entered into conflict vith
the Church planted on the rock by the
Messian. Need we ask’'what now appear . .
o be the resulis? It has been given to day on an ass magmﬁceml:y C‘fl(llmnsonf!d,
us to behold, in the very seat of Mussul- ithe Efnpemr “'?‘k'“g by INSISIne holding
man authority, the totsl decadence of lhatm‘e bridle, and fullo\;ed b)'la ong proces-
cuthasiasm which alone sustained, for a 510'\";’:‘2':’““:;:%:‘::;8 !l’l‘::l’ ;utocra( with
il e s S0 g ol f o o
pervades at this moment the turbaned po- ?holxc brethren ‘f’nh:n his . OTU.mm' I
pulation of Stamboul; the mosques, for-|'* true fhat. he is not a D‘O‘_C. eslan or a
merly so erowded in obedience to the Maximianin that r'espec.t;‘he‘ tarstoo “?“Ch
summons from. the minarets, are now very | the voI*¢ of public opinio™ 10 Tesuscitate
the fires, the wheels, the pincers, that
made s0 many martyrs during the primi-
tive ages of our Chureh. He prefers the
less public modes of persecution, —those

‘can be alleged.between these occupations
—for they all emanate from the same au-
Nor is this liability to punish~
ment limited to the order of the clergy.—
There is no * prelate” or ¢ archimans
drite,”” no member even of the ¢¢ sacred”
synod’” itself, whom a line from the Auto-
crat may not only discharge from his
functions, but divest of his "ccclesiastical
character, turn into a lsyman, and con-
demn to work in the mines of Siberia, or
to seeve in the military colonies of Tarta~
1y. A very extranrdinary revolution, in-

thority.

deed, this must be considered in the or-
ganization of a church whose petriarch, in
the early part of the reign of Peter L, was
wont to ride into Moscow upon Palm Sun-

renerally deserted ; indolence, vice, ims
becility, cowardice, and ignorance are the
prevailing characteristies of the descen-

cannot be often said to be, according to
the strict terms of the ukase upon.. this
subject, within the immediate neighbour«
hood of the house of worship. The words
“:mmediate neighbourhood’ are liable to
the most capricious modes of consiruction,
The officers appointed to report upon all
cases of demands for new Catholic cha-
pels may,and, in fact, do give those terms
just such a meaning as they think proper;
and as they are generally schismatics
ithemse!vm, they take good care to frame%
their report in & sense as hostile as possis |
ble to the Roman Catholic people. The
result of this species of legislation is, not
only to erect a most effectual barrier a~

from giving his atiendance, by the immed-
iato duties of his own mission. Distance,
snow, rain, or other obstacles may inters .
pose to render it impossible for Lim to
perform. divine service in the chapels so
*“ annexed.” The uucertainty of Lis pre-
sence keep away the cougregation : and,
sooner or later, it hecomes apparent, and
| the authorities do ail they can to bring it
about, that the ¢ arnexed” chapel might
as well never have been buili. By otler
regulations the movement of the clergy,
secular and regular, are placed under the
most 1igid surveillance, with a yiew to
confine

them strictly wiilin heir own
parishes and convents, and to prevent any-
gainst the progress of our holy faith, butli thing like a missionary system from being
to establish the means of silently extirpa- | established smongst them.  ‘The curates
ting it in the courseof time. A fumily s lare,moreover, compelled to make fiequent
estimated, according to the law, to consist  returns of the number of their parishioners.
of four individuals 5 so that, i a chapel be | T he objects cf this order is to inform tlic
called for in a‘district, in the immediate ! authorities of any conversion which might
. Teale . MY . P -
neighbourhood ol which there are n0:400 "ake ]?lac(;:. for l(l;e llsits a]i]v most vigilamly
Roman Catholics, permission is not given l exarm{w 2 aug should any nam? be
ihe of . | found in them of persons who had previous-

for the erecting ot a new Catholic house

of worship in aay such place fly belonged to the * national church,” the

Supposing . : . .

' clergyman inserting sucli name in his lis

therefore, that the number of Catholics in | By oy s et
nders himself liable to a penalty. and the

. . |Te
ren nejghbourhood amoun to' .~ e ..
any give '8 ts only to convert)is forthwith imprisoned, or visited
with some other punishment, as if he had

-three hundred and ninety-nine, it follows
that they must remain without a chapel ;

dants of those fanatics, who, it was once
feared, were destined to substitute the
Crescent for the Cross in the proudest
capit:Is of Europe. The temporal domi-
nation which they acquired has been in
these latter days ra:idly receding on all
sides from the boundaries that little beyond
half a century ago were looked upon as
much more likely to be extended and
rtrengthened than narrowed and over-
thrown. Even in the very heartof jts
cinpire, the banner of the Redeemer now
waves triumphant, There is every rea-
sen 10 bope that before many years elapse,
tle SanctUs Domixus Deus SapioTH
shall again resound through the domes of
St. Sophia. A contest still rages,indeed,
in Lebanon, along the banks of the Jor-
ian, and in thy holy cities, between the
4 Mahometan bigotry and the Christian
faith. Dut it is not difficult to foresee
iiow that warfare is to terminate 3 and it
1s not s circumstance unwortiy of notice,
.ata functionary of the Anglican Church
happens to be stationed at this moment in
Jerusalem, in erder to witness there the
viter downfall of the religion of the Pro-
nhel, as the precursor to the ruin which
awaits Lis owr.

that might be expected from a Greek of
the Lower empire,—the dudgeon, the
secret transportation to places far remote
from the home of nis victims,—the tor-
ture of the mind by every ingetious mode
of oppression and mortificatiod.~condem-
nation to the most severe &pecies of la-
bour, famine, and privation, add misery of
every imaginable kind

Julian openly proclaimed, and carried
into effect, as far as he could, his deterini-
nation to prevent the rising Christian gen-
erations within the precinets of his empire
from receiving any sort of intellectual im-
provement. It is the policy of the Auto-
crat to take entirely into his own hands
the education of the Catholic youth, espe-
cially of those intended for the ministry o
the church, in order that he may betimes
render them pliable 1o his purposes, and
subservient to the precepts of his schismu-
tic religion.  That religion alone is taught
in all the Russian schools.  No person
can obtaid 80y public employment, wheth-
er of a 1a¥y or eccle- iastical nature, who
cannot produce a certificate to show that
he has beeD l?rougllt up in the schools and
colleges within the immediate control of
the government.

In those Provinzes where the Roman
Catholic religion has yet been preserved,
every kind of obstacle to jts increase has
been recently created.  No new chapel
cau be erected in alocality in the “ imme-
diate neighbourhOOd” of which there are
not fiom one hindred to one hundred and
fifty families; and in any such locality
there can be no More than one priest. If
there be two hundred and ifty families in
that locality, tvo clergymen are allowed,
and three where the number of farilies
amount to three hundred. It is very well
known that the population of mest of the
provinces in question is so much depres-
sed, that alihough a chapel properly situ-
ated might be easily attended by the
members of 150 {amilies,still those families

’

So it will unquestionably be with the
¢ national Church * of Russia. She has
been for some years concentrating all lier
forces. and endeavauring to bring within
her ravks auxiliaries fiom all sides—o;
rather conscripts gathered tozether by
frand and violence unecxampled in the
history of despotism—in order to prepare
for the cuntest which she lias resolved to
carry on against the Catholic religion.—
She has already sounded the signal of
war. Such is the rigid discipline whicl.
she bas established in her camp, that in-
stances have o~curred in which, for some
slight transgressions, her ministers bave
been degraded to the ravk of :oldiers, and
even to that of servants to officers in the

army ! No great inconsistency “certainly

| committed a crime of the most ignominious
nature. Roman Catholics residing in ote
| parish are not allowed to confess to priests
of their own religion in another, unless

under very particular circumstances. In

thus presenting a sc.le of decimation'
which no natural increase of populatianl
can withstand ! Suchare the resultsofa
ukase of the Russian senate, confirmed by

the emperor, aud issued in 1319.

In October,1841,further measures were
taken for the suppression of the Catholic
faith.in Russia.  Catholic landed proprie-
tors, within whose ** immediate neighbour-
hood” lh,ere was no public Catholic‘houses i particularly enjoined to keep lists of their
of worship, were allowed, even during the! . s

. ¢ Catherine 1L, the privilexe Of‘pemlents,\\hlchxhey are bound to |)r0duc.e,
reign 0 ! P g | when called upon so to do, by the official
inspectors ; in these lists are to be noted,
not only the names of the penitents, but

this rule there appears to be no mischiev~
ious eflect

; but it shows the despotic
minuteness. with which the religious liberty
of the Roman Catholic in Russia is hem-

med in on every side. The clergy arc

having a chapel in their own houses. The
ukase just mentioned expressly forbids the '

prelates of the (.'Zatholic dioceses from ap- ralso the number of confessions which each
pointing chaplains to any chapels erected

X individual SRR ]cf them wmakes in the course of a year.
by P”"I“e : rece; wals. .But it might occur| Nothingcan be much more intolerable than
cithou elv ¢ int- . - e
that wit lmthe , ving anyl regular appoint- yj,,q species of inquisition. The real obs
ur o . . .
ment for rticu‘l pose, clergy una(tache'd ject of it would seem 1o be, to furnish the
a d o . . .
0 my:ord act: r:;ISSlOD n.ughtr, Ef t:'e_“. ;civil power with a knowledge of the parties
own ach ch;pelq n ffhcfllbacny of chap aﬂ;“ who attend piously to their religious duties,

10} C §, Wl )] onuv : v . . .
:hpsu relate of ;he dioc:sec T|,:n|;:a:e iand of those amongst whom a laxity in this

1{" 00d care that h". [ this ki dqrespect prevails; the former are thus mark-

F: J 0 .
;:al‘;sogcur s for it :)‘:da?:; t}lxl:t: no unllsi " ied out for seveyity of treatment whenever
: enS- ) they come within the reach of the govern-
ed Catholic clergyman shall celebrate . .

e carvian imem, while the latter are courted, in
divine cervice in any suchchapel. The . .
chapel may, indeed, be built by a private‘ordw to seduce them away {rom their re-
individual 5 but the law requires that it ‘]:glOf} altcfge!hex. The requisiton Ofs‘.mh
should be annexed 1o the nearest isl listy s, with reference to females especial-

5 alls . . .
Catholic church, and that nnly t?xc Eulr:lel {1y, mostindelicate ; for who would like to
’ : | have it-1eported to the government how

Of' '.he al'lsh or, tn cas 0( his “neSS II S f‘ " ) <
C ;]ll up l:}]l ’: ] e- ! » ‘0 ten ‘ll&'y ha\e IJ( en to COnrePS]On m ‘h ~

[v] tor Sh atten )y ll h()use ? ular
J (] tter In ar suc course Of a )‘ear I l]e rf‘g bent on

worship i i Ly . . :
of Tl fr‘o‘m time 1o time, to celebrate multiplying the dificulties to Which a Ro-
mass. The * ecclesiastical college,” that ! Catholic is subject in Russia, and 10
3

. ‘man
is, in other werds, an s i i . :
et e ) ko im Tl st pl, v
i . I Ustep he tukes in the ordinary course of his
such appointment, the civil prefect of the' . . . diff . .
district—fixes the davs of the ireligious duties, bow different is his lot
t— g ‘ear . : L

hiel A year UpoB rom that of  his schismatic neighbour, to

which the curate is to give his attendance |

. i whom none of these restrictions are appli-
at private chapels, such as we bave men-' . .
pels, He endures, in fact, a religious

. ble
tioned ! ttl y c . !ca N S
But the power to make regula | serfage, which is intended to bow down
his mind, and 1o teriify him from making
the sl'ghtest effort to propagate his faith."

tions of this nature may not be exercised at

all 5 or the days may be limited to one or !

. . .. l
two in a year, if the authorities should!

bink | We bave stated enough for the present
think fit. ;10 5bow the determined hatred against

Even on the days so arranged,
the curate may possibly be p evented our hely religion by which the Russian




