
~04 THE OANADIAN PRE~3YTEU

Thec fifthi book begins the treattment of the horesies proper, wvilîi tn7ethier
witlî hle four following books, contain a statement of no lcsQ tlîan thirf-tw,
heresies. To give even a brief nccouint of these, miivh more to treat thein in
a se, ionq manniex, woul be an unprofitable Nvinste, of tiîne. The wiIri thenrieR of
the ancient, erttutsinasts, and tlwir absurd conceptions of the lieavenly hierarhn
mznnk'ius wYon'er how sncbl inadmnen ever attrâctcl se rnuch seriolis attention.
Th--ir pe.atosconcernhxîg the person of Clir.st were ccrtainly vcry profaxw
and lanîgerons, and muist have been formidable to those who hiad littie know-
ledge ot* the revenle1 Word. \Ve do not, therefoî'e, wonder that their err,-rs ou
these p)oints Nvere, kcenly opp)osed by the orthodox, anîd were mde the sutbjeetS
of their prelections and vyritinixs. Lt i s p)erhqps; whil for us that the battie of
Socinianisrn 'was foughit at that eaî'ly time. From the armoury of the anrient
cont; oversialists we may certainly àheoso many a bandy and -%vel1 pnlhihed
weipon for modern warfiire.

*We cani say for St.. lilppolytuis that lie treats the heresies and the lieretirs
both more fairly and more at largIe, than any other ancient wvriter lias doue.
Hie ('lears uip some points that wvere before obscuire, ho quotes largely froin the
hereti<'al writings, and hie giv'es much. new and vahiable information on mnany
ýof the 01(1 controversies.

Thefacls iii Churchi history wvhichi have been brought to lighit by this treatis.e
are especially noticeable. 'We flnd, for exarnple, quotahoxn in it f rar the writ-
ings of Baisilides, wv1o lived ketweeni the vears 12~0 and 130), which quotationi
contain extracts from the Gospel cf Johýn, and show beside% that the -%vbole
systeru >f Basilides wvas profuesmsedlv founded upon tlue prologue of John's Gospel.
The vahue of thesc quotat ions is, diat t.hiey refiite at once the mnythieal enigin of
Jollin's Gospel, which Stra:us and the German Unitarian School attempt ti)
establisli. They vomplete without a slhadow of reasonable doubt the chain of
evidence, on beliaif of the authenticitv of John's Gospel, from the days of the
Apost les dowvn to the tinie of its aectiowledgred use iu the Church. 'l'Ii% cvi-
deuce te, the biblical studeut ranks cijual in impýortanc-e wvitl the reccut dlicc.
veries nt Nineveh.

'l'le portions of this treaitise whichi have most interest te the general reidopr
are thuse iu whichi Ilippolytus relates the transaotiolis of bis own time. He
appears to have hal muchi keen contlict with the thcu. Bishop of Rorne. Of
Pepec Victor wvhc lived about the year 1 98, ho( speaks in terims of coïnmenda-
tion), styling him "c f blessed neiiotry!" 0f Zephyrinus the next BDshop, 114
says "unfortunately Zephyrinus 'vas net only very ,ttupid and ignorant buit
loving rnoney very mueh teck bribes." 0f the next succeeding. Bishop, Hipp.
lytus gives a lon g and cul ions aceaoint. Il ien hie cernes te this poinlt lie
raises the toile of luis veice te the pitch of indignant ingrer."

ilippolytus informs us that this se called Pu(-pe Callhistus -Yvas at eue time tihu,
slave of an indulgent master namned Carpepherus. Such wvas the kinulness and
confidence cf luis master that lie eutrusted him, with the administration of a
bank in a celebrated quarter of Rome called the Piscina Publica. Callistuq,
howver, turuied eut to hc a rogue. 11e squndered the money entruisted te
him and committed mauy frauids upon the public. Hce consequently abscondicd,
and but ook hirnself te Portus Roinaniu-, a sea-port town at the nuouth of tfie Tiber,
Tiere hoe embarked on huard of a ship te escape the punishmnt of Iii,; c0mes,
but beiug pursued hy blis master, hoe threw hirnself into the wvater aud wvas with
difficulty savel1. Callistus was carried back to, Remue and coudeml (1 as a
criminal te the domestic t, a-mh1],-tlle pistrinum of the Rom1an slave owners.

After a time, on the pretexîce that hoe coud recover much cf the lest money, and
at -the oelicitations cf friends, hoe was set at liberty. Seeiug, however, ne way

Ofbetteriug bis fallen fortunes hc resolved te do somtthung desperate that would
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