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I\asonq of V'ictoria on MIonday, I~tll
May' %va-; in every Selise a splcîîdid
5uccess. 'l'ie ceruiniinial îook pla(ce at
the TIow'n 1-la, îc1îrI, and the
uiagnhi('cent and stately inteior %vas fui-
the lune beiing tra'îsforicd int a vasi
Gr~and I 0odge moon). 'l'ie dlonis %veie
oj>encd at - ' clock, anîd long I ictOre
the bonur of tyl ing. a quiarter pisî. four,
the building 'vas filled withi an assemn-
blage Comprising, the e'/i*/ of the Craft,

,hr btg also a vei-y larige mniil iof
'Master Masons present.

'l'le MoIst osiflisaln
Grand Nlastutr, flrother Chief juIStice
Way, addressed the (Grand Master.
He said :-Most W'orslîîpfuil Grand
Masters and l}elrn-e e ars
hiave passed away silice we ilivt in ithis
hiall to entbronie the l"ir>t Grand 'Mas-
ter of V'ictoria, and to l)lare in bis
biauds the c-illen!lls of bis auithority,
wbici lie lias sînce uscd so bcnieficiall%
so wisely, and s0 well. None of us
Wvho 'veîe mien preseut Caii ever forget
that historie occasion, tha-t ilipiîr-ssive
cereinoili, wvun ilhe represeiitat ives of
the lo)dges belongin- to the fouir con-
stitutions thlen Nvorking ini this colony
paid biornage 10 their firsýt Grand Mas-
ter, Mi'en Masonie uinion wvas ac2ýoi-
plislied and die fiffi) constituted
United Grand 1Lodge of Victoria be-
caile one of the rîîling Grand Lodges
of the %vorld. And niow' 'e are iiret
agýain for a like purpose we have no
reason to regret the stel) that 'vas then
taken. T1'b objects you biad iin view
bave bee.î achieved. 'l'lie Cr-pft bias
licen consolidated and enl]arg ed. It
bias been brougbt under one central
administration, and it is nowv in reality
as well as ini naie a United Brothier-
bood. Remiernbering t he unprecedei -
ted finlancial difficulti.s whicbi this
colony bias biad to encouliter, and from
wvbicb shie is hiappily recovering ; and
remnembcring also that it is not the
practice of the Craft to invite recruits
to its i-aiks, the increase iii the number
of lodges and of me-nhers strikirigly
evideulccs the suc(c&-s of the uiio:i.
'l'le numiier of lodges then stood at
137-110w it iS .40 more, or 177. The

mieiberlship) at the union %vas 0,000.
'l' (ly--n siteof OVer 7,.300 resig-

nîations, deatlhs, attid exelusions-the
sulîscri bing nlienilierq n uilwbr ai)> ve
8,50o>, or nearly 50 per cent. moire thani
at thle date oif the uni on. '['lie sîreami
of relief also bias fllnwn on %vith sa-
ded volumne. NearlIv fi o,ooo lias:
been distrilîuted 1»' thîe Duard of lhme-

~oeieduring thie last sevvii years,
aind iius indeupenl(leiitly of the reýief
afforded by private lodges and iiîdividl-
ual Nisn.May 1 pause, tbiei, to.
con giatilate M..Bro.Co uith
v~e!erali leadler of the union cause in
ic-toria, on1 this signal triuimphi of the

pri ncil)les Nwhicl le a>' vocat':d persis-
tently and couragcously thlrouigh gooci

veotand throuigh evil report for. So
muan, y-eai-s. Andi there is equai
reason foir satisfaction at tlhe Choice
whiclî %vas mnade of M.W. Bmr. Siî-
W'illiaîn Clarke, as youir first Griaind
Mastur, a choice whichi alone made tbe
uniion possible. Again and again tbat
choice bias been ratified. Six limes in-
as niany years the votes of (;rand
L.odge for- the (Grand Mastcrsbip biave
lîcen uuiaiîniolisly, cast for tbe saille
illustriouis Ma\,,-soi. Wise, conciliatory',
and jusi. as a ruiler ;urgt la'
cbivalrousl-v honorale in his deaIing(s
with bis fe-llowv men :loyal as a subject,
patriotic as a citizen, distînguisbied alike
for ingenuious simplicity of character
and kinidness of biearr, munificent, iîot
in lus bellefactions alonie, but in every
relationship, Sir \Villiai lias wvon for
hiniseif year by year a still larger
îneasure of the respect, the confidence.
the gratitude, and the love cf bis bretb-
ren of the Craft. Althoughi in Aus-
tralia. we bave bitherto adhiered to ¶ie
English rule of re-electing our Grand
Ma-lsters as long as tbiey are willing to.
retain office ; yet during the seveit
years of Sir William Clarke's masoîlie
rule iin Victoria there bave been îe-
l)eated changes iin the occupancy of
thie G;raind Master's tlirone in the adja-
cent teTTitories. lIn Newv South Wales,
-- owing to Lord Carrington's and

Lodjersey's successive departures,,
and the laîîiented deatbi (- Sir Robert


