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Judginig Plate Fruit Exhibits

triExhibition in Toronto did flot bave an
1,a takplacixig tht, awAra on' tho 1.400

ayta"o fruit exhibitod. ('ne of tho judgca.
naf.J.W Crow. of GuoIvb. may lie fiffl
with un uatIo in bis biand. Iteido and bo-

yond hls la another jugé P J Carey.

unIscrtupulous fertilizer saileSmai.n or else
bas ''atteîw)ptcd'' to do bis own rnixing!
Spcalcing as a Nova Scotian and one who
credits hlimiCf Witt) at lcast an zavcrzig
practicai and scicntific knowlcdgc of ail
kinds of commercial fertilizers, 1 would
strongiy advisc ail Ontario farmcers, and
in fact ail1 diose dcsirous of incercasing
their yils, to ]ose no limie iii taking
advantagc of the bentefits Io be derived
froin the use of thesc mnatcrials, and
wouid imprcss upon thc reader the iicecs-
sity of doing his own îlîinkitg and no.
lctting a mani %%ho is prejudiccd ;îgainst
th use of fertiize.rs iiîfluencing hlmii.

Let us hecar froin somecone cisc!

Making Geraniums Bloom
VIE. Hunt, O.A.C., Guelph, Ont.

For two scars Dai niy youllg gorfliit plante.
in fact thcy iro large Dlatit,. refuse to blooni.
I bave trk'd ail 1 kniow to inale thonit do se.-
Il. L.

The main reason for healthy geran-
imu plants not flowvcring arc that thcy

are c cyrowni ni tnsuitable soit or

bave insuflicient lighit and suni, or a to0
dry or gas-laden atmosphcrc, or an cxý-
haustcd soit. Soit titat is cornposed
vcry largeiy uf htumus or lc.îf inould vvil
often cause this trouble. This Icaf mlould
or black soi: front undurncatît trecs of
itself is not suitable for gea niunis, or
indecd for but %cry fçw. put plaînts. It
induces a too rank, soft growth tha«t
docs not produce flowvers.

The best soit for 7crainitiis-iii pots
cspcci.-lly-is a soit composccl of thre
parts of wvll-rottcdl, ribrv-rootcd, toughi
sod about four inlîcs thick, rut fromi
lonmy soit wlierc the grass is short, cil-
riche(] witlî one part of wcell-r-ottcd birn-
yard nîanuirc or cow inantirc. Tiiese
maîcttri.als should bc p'iced up out of doors

six or. ciglit montits until they are de-
composed and ready for tise.

If the soit whlere the sod w"as tal<en
fron is of a very liiht, toainy nature,
no sand for liitening or tempcring tue
soit wvil be neccssiry. One part of fine
sanci mixed witlî ten or îtveive parts o!
tîte loain mîixture will bc an adivantage
if the sod wvas taken froni a daiy toant
soit. This compost if properly preparcd
will suit aimost any pot plant, especi-
alIy geraniums. Loamny garden soit, or
loaniy subsoil froin tndernicath sud, mix-
cd wvith the proportion o! sand and fer-
tilizer given wvili make a fairly good
stîbstitute soit for pot plants.

Saucers of watcr placed areund and
uinder the plants will ituprc>ve conditions
wvhen they are duce tu a toci dry or gas-
ladcn atnîosphcrc. Saticers or pans of
wvatcr on the radiators, or a steaming
kettie on the stove wvili be a great help.
Thc dry atmosphere of mnost dweliing-
houses is often tîte main cause o! trou-
bles wvith bouse plants o! ail kinds. For
a plant that lias becomne too full of roots
and the soit exhausted, repotting the
plant int a larger-sized pot, or an ap-
plication of sonie liquid fertilizer, are
the best remiedies to appiy. If the plant
lias becomne tait and unsightiy looking,
il is best tu treiî il as described farîber
on in this article.

ILENOVATING OLD PLANTS~
Large plants will probably bave to

undergo a process o! renovation hefore
they will flower successfully. This L
donc by cutting the plants back severely
to a part of te stem Nvhcere lte wvood is
modcrately bard and wvoody, and by re-
nioving nearly or quite ail te remain-
ing foliage. Kcep the soit barcly moist
uintil the yoting growvth starts, wvbiciî
wvill usuzillv be in four or five ve.cks
from cutting back. ien takie lthe plant
out of tite put, renove ilie -whole of the,
01<1 sout witiîout irtjuring the roots. Cut
off nearly bal! the lcngtli o! tue roots,
and pot fle plant mbt a very sancly sout
in a one or twvo size smllier pot. Use
bal! sand and baîf potting soi] witit
sonte brokecn picces o! flowcr pot for
drainage. Tb~i ald "pottung

bakind is clone tu get a new rocit
systemi startzd.

Wltcn the plant lias devcloped young
shoots w'itlt five or six large Icaves on,
and the root systcmn is wcll started, re-
pot the pliant mbt a lwo s;zc larger pot
in good potting soit, as described in te
Iirst part of titis article. Place ncarly an
inch of broken flower pot or simnil-r nma-
tcrial in lthe bottoin of tbis largcr pot
for drainage. Do flot disturb tîte moots
of te plant in te operalion, only to
remnove te olci drainage. Pack te soit
fairlv Iirîtt when repotting te plant.
W:îtcr the plant w'ell once and set in a
itot too sunny windowv for a lime, 1cm-
perature about sixty-ive degrees. Do

A plant wvlich keeps up its r.
as an annual lit 10 stand an)
wventher s lte corn flowver
Mincir.)

'ind oi
CyantS

March, .913

not give it too miuch %vatcr until wiitl
started inîci growvth, kceping the. soil
nîoist but not too wet after the Iirt
watering. Later on niore water c.& .x!

given.
W''len the soit iii tIis large pu,. lîý.

becone cxhaustcd, and the pot .ii
fillcd with roots, give it some liqui.. itr.
tilizer once cvcry wvcek or twza. ' un-
ora," sold -t seed stores, ;s a gooý! ftr.
tilizer for I.ot plants. Old geraniui ., i
pots that have become tait and u-~î
ly iooking can be rcnovated ai anit.a
sont of the year by tlîc method dcW 1X-
wvhcn proper conditions can be ý,in
theni. For sjbring and sumimer Il.,wcer.
ing the plants may bc cut brick irum
now on. For wvinter flowcring it :, î),,
to cut themn back in July or Augtit u
o! doors, taking themi into the %%;iiduit
early in September before frost.

The Fuchsia
H. Gibso. Fergu, Ont.

One of the best summer flowvernc,
planits is the fuchsia. A wvell-gron
specirnen is a sigle wvortb going a long
way to see.

Easy to cultivate and of ext-rely
rapid growth, it is a plant that is -tyell
suitcd for windoivs or for the decoration
of the verandah in the summer. Tuey
do extrcmely wvell exposcd to the fice
air in the latter position, but care shotid
be takzen to proteet thcm froîn .srong
winds, as the branches arc brittie nd
casily broken. Ant eastern aspect isth
one to be pro!erred; the sunshine ui t <e
carly part of the day suits it niticl bette.
than that of midday. Placed in a %wcs.ç
cmn position the leaves wvili cuiri as il
scorched under the influence of thme ai-
temnooni sun.

The montb of March is the best tîme
to start te fuchsia mbt growîh. Briî;g
titem fron' the cellar or other frs-xt
place in i ~ch they have been '%tored
for the winter, put îlîem in tIti lighi,
and givc wvater in smiali quantitics, ini.
crcasing the supply as thc plant, bliow
signis of growvth. As soon as it .an b
zascertaincd where te newv brant ,es art
going to bc, cut iway at Icast liai! o4
the ok(i top. Repot as souri as a .î d.
growtth is assurcd, using a sout t -lpoý
of loam, lcafmnouici, and a lil>ci. aMd
tion of sand.

As te pots become ilicd wvit! root5.
Ilhcy should bc movred on to a lar ,. r çz
su that the plants are not check, in Mîr
Way. A large spccimnen will r, uirc
ten-inch pot. Young plnts ,l .id bt
potted on, as tlhcy i]] lte pots w% roots*
Older plants wvill nol require i .ng mn
as 'often.


