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LACK of sufficient frtility in thesoit is the cause of many house
plants dying. Inx mnost cases dit

potting sait wvas flot ivcll preparcd.
With a soit o! proper composition and
judiciously watered aftervards, nxost
growcrs dlaim that ver>' littlc, if any,
fertitizer is requircd. In fact, it is
c]airned b' xnany that plants are lost
because too nauch plant food avas
given. Until thc iast fcw ycars liquid
nianure was the chief fertilizer uscd,
and perhaps fewer plants wcre dam-
agcd as long as that avas the case.

The introduction of concentrated hor-
ticultural manures and plant foods
which are more easlly applicd and less
objcctionable as far as appearance
and odor are concerned, lias resulted
inx nany discarding the liquid manure.
Among the valuable fertilizers coin-
xnonly used arc Arnatt's Concentrated
Iforticultural Manurcs, Stecie-flriggs'
Plant Food and Rcnnie's Plant Food.

In discussing this subjcct %%itli THn
ilORTicu.TuR.isT, Mr. E. F. Collins, of
Toronto, said: '<Tiese concentrated
plant foods are znuch more easily ap-
plied, are cleaner ta hiandie, and contain

more o! the fertilizing elemerts re-
quired b>' the plant than does the
liquid manure frequently used. 1 hiave
used Arnott's Horticultural Manure,
and know that it is good for strong
plants. There is, hawever, no use in
applying such foods ta sieki>' plants.
Most amateurs make this mistake.
They imagine that if a plant is iveak
it needs mare fertilizer. Instead, the
plant nceds nursing. It dots not nccd
fertilizer an>' mare than a sick man
needs a beefstcak. It iwould do the
plant more good ta repot it, ta wvash
and eut the ends off dic roots and then
ta reset in clean, siveet soit. It slxould
be kept pretty dry for a inontx or six
xvccks, and after that it shouid have
regaincd ats former thriftiness.

"In adding fertilizer it should be
given in small doses. I prefer a smal
application twice a week ta a larger
one axai> once a vwcck. For palins,
ferris aud hcalthy, wcll-raotcd plants,
hli a teaspoonful in a 12 quart eanufo
water once a wceck gives good resuits.
Each plant shouid get a thorough
watcring, care bcîng taken that axone
gocs an the foliage."

M4agnolias in Queen Victoria 1'arh
Rodericli Carmeron, Niagara Falls. Onitario

T EStar-flowerd Magnolia, Moig-,Zoi stellata, should, bc planted
more extc'îsively in this and similar

localities It is an carl>' bloomer. The
flowers are pure white and serni-double,
numerous and fragrant. The plants
oiten begin ta biaoni wlicn but twa feet
bigla, and tue>' neyer groiv bcyond dic
size of a n,-diuni-sized slirub, vcry
bushy an!d short jointed, a feature muchi
desired in ail shrubs. I arn satisfied
that tixis variet>' is Ote liardicst of the
nunaber grown litre, but it slaould bc
pianted %%,Iiere the mnarning sun ivould
not strikze it. It flowcrs during the llrst
wck in 11ay, and is, thetrefore, subject
ta late frosts. The sun bcii-g kept. from
it Carly in the xnornins wilt Save the
flowcrs frorn injur>', if Uic>' arc not frozen.
too liard.

It is said thiat magnolias art- lard ta
transplaýnt succcssfüll>', parthcularly if
o! nxed uni 10 large size. 1 have found
no trouble uith them if the>' are wellI
trimmed back and plantcd in dcp,
damp soi]. I bave one transplanted
alter flowering 1.)r tiglit ycams Some
o! thc leading branches died back bc-
yond where thcy avcre cut -but the plants
bloonxed the sane stason lrecly. It is
Mfagnolia Sou.a"no, ont of the hardi-
est anad best, and it bloomns soon alter
the aforementioned. Thec flowers ame
white wdth some purpIc on the outside
of the petals. It grews to a large sbrub

or smnali tree in size, and is a prolific
bloonier during thc frst o! Jume.

Mfagnotia Lensiei cornes into bloomi
next in succession. It is more shrubby,
uith large fiowcrs, reddishi-purple out-

Star-flowera-d Magnolia

side, and more showy than Uic preed-
ing varicties. Perhaps it is flot quite
so hiardy.

Immnediatcly aftcr tis one, the Uni-
brella Trec, laguolia fripelala, cornes
into bloomn. It grows litre ta a licighit
of 35 fect, nuiking a magnificunt tree,
with leaves about 18 inches ta two feet
long. Thais species prodiaces flowers
about 10 iuches across. pure ivlite, wvitla

Fertilizings Iouse Piants a plcasant odar at a distance, but rather
hcavy close byý [t blooins from the
middle ta the end of! June. The cone-
like fruit produccd by this varicty is
vcry beautiful tawards fall, bcing of a
bright pinkish-red color, and about five
inclies long by thrcc in diameter.

Follawing the Uxubrella Tree in bloom
cornes the swcctest of theni ail, the
Swcet Sivarp WVhite B3ay, Mlagnolia
glauca, by saine called the J3caver 'Irce.
Trhis is a very attractive shrub or smali
trcc, evcrgrccn in the south, but dccidu-
aus hiere. The fiowcrs are nîilk w'hite,
glabose, ve.ry fragrant, and pleasant,
about thrcc inches across. They' are
not produccd ail at once like the fore-
gaing, this anc blooming during the
first two wecks in JuIy. t e aves are
light green above and purplishi-wlitc an
the under side-vhcrcfore its naine,
glauca.

There arc several other varieties af
magnolia grown in %Victoria Park, but
these are thc bcst and liardiest bloomn-
ing in succession as named. The mîag-
nolia and tuiip trees should not bc plant-
cd in the fall; better plant ivlcn the
ground works we1l ini the spring. They
do bcst on deep, danîp, peaty soit; but
vzill succccd ivcll on a sandy loana. AU
the magnolias are niagnificent plants,
producing shawy blooms in abundance.
Blut, independent of the bioorns,- thcy
shouid bc grown if for nathing cisc than
their foliage.

The Mortality of Trees
Tiere arc trees living to-day titat are

bciieved ta bc lhundrcds, and, perliaps,
thausands of ycars aid, and tbicy show
no signs o! dccay. From the tlicoretical
viev-_point, t.herc is noa reason why the
life of rcs shouid ease; tlîcy shauld
tlaste af i-rnnortality, as each successive
ycar secs the rencwal o! organs where-
by life is nxaintainud and also the multi-
pication of roots and Icaf shoots to,
furnisli nourishnaent. Practically, hoiç-
ever, dcath is as sure ta Uic trcc as it is
ta thc animal lzingdam. According ta
its own internai organism, a tree conid
go on living forever; but tlir are'ex-
temnal conditions that bringlife ta a close.

A trec is dependent for its fond suppiy
niainly on tlic -isoil in whli it stands.
If this soit is stezile, the trce 'will star%'e
to deatia. The ravages of inserts also
bring it 10 an untimely end; cater-
pillais destroy its leaves, beties pene-
trate and kill the wvood. Fungus dis-
cases comprise other mortal factors.
The air is laden witlî germs,%wlich enter
into tuec trc in every exposed crevice,
and pcrforrn their dcadly wrork. Thei
cli-ir o! life for the trec is in the destruc-
tion of insects, tic annihilation of
disease and the maintenante of fertility
in the sl. Witli thiese conditions.
trees nxight live alniost forever.


