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as I havo indicated, thoy would, on vbvious principles, tond power-

fully to transforin the businoss of teashing into tho profession of

teaching. Thoy would do much to onlist and retain in this great
department of tho public service a2 large a numbar of qualitied and

ablo educators (a far largor numbar, of cuurse, than would obtain’

one of the foremost positions) that the four thousand men and
women employed in our schools would nlways feol the influcnce and
inspiration of these men, and the pooplo everywhere ruceive,
directly or indirectly, elevating and ennobling results through the
achools of the country.

I shall reservo for another lettor somo additional considerations

T desire to present on this subject.

Wolfville, July 24, 1884. Taxzopong H. Raxno.

To the Editor of the Herald :

Sir,—I judge from some of your criticisms in your issus of
Saturday last, that I was imperfectly nadoerstood by your reporter
in my remarks at tho recent association of teachors at Trivo. You
will, therefore, pormit mo to re-state, in my own way, the subatance
of my observations as I reply to your strictures. I indicated, in
my lotter of yesterday, some seventy positivns in the public educa-
tional servico of tho maritune provinzes which, in my judgment,
should atford such emolumonts as to coustitute them prize positions
of the teacluny protossion. Were these pusitions now assured to
the body of teachors, T am contident we need givo but little atten-
tion, in the interests of our schoouls, ‘“‘to upening new ficlds for
fumale offort.” The uvxistonce of the professional prizes would im-
ply so clear an apprehension, on the part of all our large commuui-
ties, of the relations of tho toachers’ work to the progress of society,
that the services of a due propurtion of qualified male teachers
would certaiuly bein demand.  As littlo attention need be given
** to organizing teachers’ unions,” inorder to elevate the profession ;
all lesser interests will, T am sure, be bost subsorved by pressing
tho main question. Iset those who see the conditions of this prol-
lom, so vital to the wolfare of society, sot themsslves to the creativn
of a sound public opinion as to the nature and valne of education,
and its relation to the progross of society. How shall this be dona?
There aro many auxiliaries, but the one means essential to success
18 that the culleges and universities of the country shall recognize
tho importauce of this question, and not only in their own special
terests, but espoecially inthe intecests of so-ioty, provide that edu-
Tation both as a history and a philosophy shall be studied by all
undergraduates as an impurtant part of a liberal education, Thus
overy student would have sot before him a rationalized conception
of the ends and atms of the life of man which would carry convic-
tion as reasoned truth. In this way, aud, so far as I can see, in this
way only, will the graat body of those who are to fill directive posi-
tions obtain an intelligent view of the velation of education in all
its departntents to the progress of society, and of the nature and
value of the teacher's calling. A reform b2gun and carried forward
in this thorough fashion would certainly leaven society in due time;
aud so far as the teacher is concerned, the university curriculum
should in this day b held to be incomplete if it dves not include,
in addition, & knowledye of profussional principles and practice.
Education 1s, in fast, now a distinct subject, and the importance
and intimate relation of it tv the future welfave of tho people re-
vjuire that it shall bo held in academic honor, and provided with
academic standing roow.

If we consider how liborally professtonal ability and skill aro al-
roady remuncrated nmong us in many departments, it will, I am
sure, be found a wurrautable assumption that whea society believes
in its inmost heart that the work of the teicher is, in the deepest
and broadast sense, vital to the welfure and progress of the people,
we shall sco such remunoration attached to \he positions to which

1 have specifically reforred as will compare tavorally with that so

cheerfully accorded to the legal nnd medical professions, or to those
skilled in mechanical or industrial pursuits,

deep public opinion than it now does an unsound and shallow one.

But, you say, even if my suggostions were realized one toacher
would offur to discharge for a salary of $3,000 the duties of & posi-
tion hold by another at 34,000, and another would take the position
Such would
not bo the case if the salaries you suggost were the expression of a
thoroughly informed public opinion. That is tho one essontial con-
dition, as I have fully shown, underlying auy real and permanent

for 82,000, and presently the prizas would be gone.

advance of education among us.

Tnder such condi-
tions the men sought would be found. Thelaw of supply and de-
maud to which you refer would no lusscertainly follow a sound and

Your own profossion, Sir, already affords positions in theso mari-
timo provinces of greater omslumant than is rezeived by any of our
teichers, or professors, or college prosidonta. I kunow a gentlemwn
who 1s now teaching at o salary of 81,020 who wasotferod $2,000 to
fill an assistant position on the Deily Teloyraph. Tho editor of one
of our papers publishoed in a small town, fac removed from eithor of
the capitals, received a salary of 82,000. Ho was onco u teacher,
like 8o many others of his profession.

A liko statement could bo nide in veferonce to many who are

employed as foremen or suporvisors of our mechanicil or manufac-
turing ostablishments. I have not any list of spocial facts at hand
as I write, but u fow wecks ago I want through the magnificent
cotton mill erocted at Marysville, near Fredericton, by that enter-
primng man, Alexander Gibsou. Oa learning fromn him that he ex-
pectod to have the mill in operation this autumn, I asked him what
salaries ho would pay for his directive labor. Ha roplied that his
“ hoad man" would receive a freo houss, freo fuol, and a salary of
810,000 “‘ and so on down in proportion.” Thisis no doubt an ex-
ceptional case, but serves to show that brains andskill are rewarded
in our cotton mills. The salary of the principal of the Normal
School of Nova Tsotia is 81,400 and his two assistants 81,200 each.
In Now Brunswiox the corresponding salaries ave 81,200 and 81,000
(although the salaries of toachers are on an average considerably
highor in New Brunswick than in Nova Scotia). Lot us step into
the ralway offices at Mouctoa and compare tho salarios there
recoived with those of teachors and school oftizers,  Passing over
tho salaries of $1,000, $1,20), and 81,300, we find tho paymaster
receiving 81,400, the traffic aulitor and the assistant freight agent
81,500 each, the genoral storekeopor 81,950, the weneral passenger
agent 82,400, the goneral freight agent 82,400, the troasurer
82,400, the inechanical superintendent 83,200, the chief engineer
£3,500, and the chief superintendent 84,000. These salaries, it is
well known, aro declaved to be the most reasonable recsived by
railway offizers on this continent. They are paid by the people,
and in tho interests of the people ; and while the services rondered
avo very important, I unhesitatingly atlirm that the labors of many
of our teachers, and of our inspoctors and superintendents, are in
no way less arduous than those I have namsd, and are of even
greater, though different, responsibility.
In order to provide for the due administration of justice and
otherwiso sucuro for the people the benefits of u legal profession,
socicty 1 1its legislative capacity has provided the following judges
for the maritime provinces : 16 judges of the supreme court with
salaries from 83,200 to 83,600; 15 county court judges with salaries
from 82,400 to 83,000; while there are six judges of the supreme
and exchequer court with salaries from $7,000 to $8,000. Thess
prizes i the legal profession have been and are most important
factors in securing for the people sound law and a pure administra-
tion of justice. But it is quite as important to the people that
there sliould be a teaching profession of high standing as a legal
one; nay, . is far more important from some points of view. The
facts I havo given will bear repetition in your columns, for they sug-
gest forcibly the question whether justico is boing meted out, or
withheld, from a struggling teaching profession. True, asyou have
rawarked, leading Jawyers are in receipt of incomos equal to or above
that of a supreme court judge; but it is the existence of a bona fide
profession which has mide this possibla—it would beimpossibleapart
from the prize posttions of the bench. I doubt not when the time
comes that each of the legislatures of these provinces, actuated by
a profound conviction of the importance to the people of a real
teaching vrofession, sacredly sets apart, and with adequate remun-
eration, the offices of the superintendent of education and inspect.
ors of schonls as professional prizes, it will be found (as you allege
of the bunch) that * the next vacancy will be filled by a gentleman
who will tako tho positiun at a pecuniary sacrifice.” Thore will at
that time be those filling the position of principals of schools in our
cities and towns who will command from intelligent boards of
commissioners and trustees, sustained by a rational public opinion,
larger salaries than the Government will provide for any of its offi-
cers. Tho late principal of the grammur school of St. John
reccived a larger salary than any of the inspectors or the chief
superintendent.  Just in proportion as society rendors it possible
to sustain a bun« fide toaching profession among us may it confident-
1y rely on securing for the schools of the cuuatry those who will
make education and not mere instruction their end, and who will
bring sv much philosophy and fruitful experience to their work as
shall justify them in making so high a claim as teacher.

Woliville, July 25, 1884. Treopore H. Ranp.




