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THR BRITISH AMERICAN CULTIVATOR.

WESTERN DISTRICT.

We nolice, in a late number of the Weslern
Kzpress, a powerlul appeal to the yeomen of
that natamally fertile, and, in many respects,
highly favoured district, by our Correspondent,
Major R. Lachlan. The Major, in alluding
to the echeme for reorgamzing Agmicultural
Societies, which has been published by the
tome District Azricultural Societies, statea
that e « shoyld be wanting in duty, as the
nominal President of the long dormant Agri-
cultural Soziety of the district, were I to reframn
{rom requesting a place in your next paper for
the accompanying Cireular Letter. I entertan
& hope, ¢ forlorn’ though it be, that the farmers
of ¥ssex may yet be roused from the dis-
eredutable, nay, disgraceful state of apathy,
with which they regard a matter of such vital
imporiance to themselves as the support of at
least one Agricaltural Society

8 We lateiy had the pleasure of an interview
wuth 2n intelligent gentleman from the Western
District, who, in the course of conve-sation,
remarked that he thought it very strange that
their disir.ct, possessing the yichest eoi] and
tae mildest chimate of any portipn pf the
Provinee, and hounded and interzected with
farge navigable lakes and rivers, was, not-
withs!anding those superior natural advantages,
considerably Lehind the other districts inwealth
and aruficial improvements, and, in fact, would
szarcely compare with the Huron, Wellington,
Simcoe, Cotborne, and other Northern districts,
i the alvance whicu those districts have
made i unprovements.

We pointed oul o our friend the present
superior state of agriculture qud civilization in
Seotland, which only a few centuties ago was
considered an wnhospitable and comparatively
barren country, and held fortl, in bold con-
traxt, tha present backward state of agriculture
and civilization in Italy—a country acknow.
fadged to be the moet lovelp apot on the
habitable globe.

Refore the close of the interview, te con-
vinced our fricnd that that portion of the
population of the Western District who are
hiessed with wealth, and a Liberad or even a
common education, are hughly culpable for
the indiffzrence which they have evinced, in
employiaz proper means to bring their valuable
gountey mto more respectivl notice, both at
Rkome and abroad.

Ve po.nted cut to him, that among the
mnst efficient of these means were the esi-
hlishment of respectable institutionsof learning,
agnculwral and social improvement societies,
wherzby the people would become better
arquanted with their noble profession, and
the reportiaz and pubhishing every fact, expen-
ment made in agnculture, or any and every
information calenlated 1o bLenefit themselves
and that portton of the country where they
reside, which would compuse most saitable
and valuable matter for the two respectable
journals, alrcady, well supporked in the dis-
friet. - :

Whe caqrinoed aur ftiend that 4 knowledge

is power,” and that the only reason for the
great advancement made in agricyltaml im.
provement in e northern and remote distpicts
from markets, was that those districls were
mbhabited by a tolerably tell educated and
industrious class of European scttless.

We would, in conclusion, beg 1o recommend
the proceedings of the Iome District Society
to the favourable notice of the farmers, not
only of the Western, but of every district ol
the Province We fuel confident that the
great bulk of the agricultural community would
engage heartily in aiding and promoting the
tezests of thewr profession, if means, similar
to those referred to, were properly adopted.

FIRST AGRICULTURAL MEETING OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF YORK AGRICUL.
TURAL SOCIETY, HELD AT ROSSE'S
HOTEL, FEBRUARY 2.

The President, Wx. Gurprrsroxz, Esquire,
i the Chawr. Subject—MaNacedxsT oF Laxp
Fonr Fary sowx WHEAT.

Mr. Avcxaxper MiNe was previously
appointed to open the discussion. He consi-
dered the wheat crop by far the most important
crop cultivated 1n this country, and thercfore
any -~fermation on this subject must be valu-
abie to the fatmer.  He had, for gany years
past, been a close reader of azricultSral works,
especially the magazines published in the
neighbouring country. He had noticed that
rapid stdes in agnculture had been effected
through the agency of those worthy periodicals
ard assoc:ations jor_encouraging agricultural
mmprovements, and in no instance has those
unprovements beep more apparent than have
been effected through the intivduction of clover
culture. _Jt.s now acknowledged, on 21l hands,
both m Europe and America, that the clover
plant 15 the best possible food for wheat.
Ground, properly cultivated and seeded down
with clover, might be ploughed, the sccond
year, an the latter part of August, and after
the inverted sod had been allowed to settle a
fortnight, it will then be in a fit state for
depositing the seed. This is the practice of
the best farmers in England and the United
States, and heavier ciops have been grown
from this method, than from the common
method of making naked summer fallow. It
appears to be the most rational, econamical,
aud by far the most profitable mode of treating
land for the wheat crop. By using a hberal
dressing of gypsum on the clover, a great
proportion of the food for the plant 1s received
from the atmasphere, and, besides, the roots
of the clover strikes o a much greater depth
than the ordinary crops that are cultivated,
and fiom these sources much of the food that
is most natural for the clover cyop is received,
without apparently injusing the fgrﬁ]ity of the
soil. Indeed the soil is benefifted, inasmuch
as it receives rest, and hence the loss sustained
trom the evaporation of gases, heavy drenching
ramng, and exposure tqg the midsymmer heat
are avoided, which gre the greatest qbjections
urged agamst sammer fallows.

A heavy crop of clover will as thoroughly
free the ground from all noxious weeds as a
thorough summer fallowing operation.  As
this fact has been often proved in this conntry
to the sausfaction of the best experimental and
most skiltul farmers in 1t, it will =carcely be
necessary for nie to dwell on this branch of
this highly interesting and important subject.
I would, however, beg the indulgence of this
Tespectable nssemblage of my fe%low farmers
a little fmther. by pressing .upon them the
importince of makiny & few well-conduetod
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expetiments in sowing wheat upon inversed
clover ley, and by engaging more extensively
in the clover cullure.” Six quarts of elover,
and three quaits of Timothy sced to the acre
12 a pretly feur sceding, and, to sccure a sirong
aud }leullhy growth, about pne bushel and a
half of plaster per alre should be zown on the
crop with which the sceds were sown,

[Here M:. M. read a number of etitaely
from modern agricaltural tvorks to prove his
position, among otlers some remarks in the
British American Cultivator 3

Rust on wheat is one of the most fata]
dieeases that the wheat crop 16 subject (o in
this country. By cultvating clover in rofation
with the wheat crop, this calamity is, in s
great measure, prevented.  Rust is caused b
the overflowing of the sap vessel:, which n
prncipally brought about by too rapid a growth
of the plant at that stage of its growth when
the berry is being formed, or when it is in its
milky state. By the ordinary method of
manuring summer fallows with raw bam-yard
manure, the ground which, in very many
cases, has naturally too much vegetable matter
for maturing the wheat cjop, is then over.
charged with material that will ferment in the
hot days of July, and thus force a rapid growth,
which operates on the wheat crop precisely
the same as the fungus 18 created by an
excessive fermentation of a hot-bed; but when
the =econd crop of clover 15 ploughed down,
the tender clover anuro0ts have passed through
their several stages of fermentation belore IEO
end of the month of June, or in fact before the
plants have commcenced to stool, the gases
ansing from this fermentation, ameliorafes
and pulverises the soil, forces a strong and
healthy growth to the plants, and pushes put
strong and heaithy leaves, and the roots strike
deep and become proportionably strong from
the effects of the-newly made soil created from
the decomposition of the young clover and
the roots of the clover plants.

If the agriculturisls _would study into the
causes and cffects, a5 I have endeavoured (o
do for the past number of years, they would
then ¥e enabled to remove obstacles which at
present appear alimost insurmountable. I ap
fully convinced, tha® both chess and smm
may be prevented in every instance, and {hat
damage from rust may be avoided in gine
cases out of ten By sowing clean seed, and
thorough culture, chess may be entrely pre-
vented; and, tp prevent smut, there are nearly
as many’ cures as there are to the most common
diseases which infiict the human body. The
most efficient preventives, which have cpme
under my observation, arc atlowing that por
tion of the crop intended for seed to stand
until 1t 15 dead ripe, and by thrashing it imme.
diately when taken mtothe barn. I this plar
is honestly followed, smut may be cnlirely
prevented. When any poruon of the seed i
impregnated with smut, washing it in st
and drying 1t veith fresh hme will lessen e
probability of smut; but a far more cerlait
plan is to wash the seed 1n a solution of blue
vitriol.  Sir Humphrey Davy tried 14 expen-
ments, and those i which he used blue vitricl,
lime water, salt and ley, there were nots
single grain of smut to be seen; but, in all the
others, there were more or less of the gnn
injured by this discase. Clover culture, deep
ploughing and hmng, are among the med
cerfain  preventives of rust, and piobably
none is more effective than deep p(])z:éhmg.
especially when the ground 13 comp ot
strong caleareous earth. -

T have only dwected your aitention fo
few leading features of this highly interest
subject, and, in conclusicn, would eay 1
each individual present shonlds endeavour
impress npon Kis weiphbodrs the fmyome
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