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+and air circulate freely through it. The
L beeak evenly 5 there is no tendency in one
41 rob the other of'its due proportion of sap,
{ when once e-tablished, requires less care
aany other mode of training.
“age of my vines, the first year after planting,
-2 watered with sink-drain water, and being
sfed that it injured them, I have discon-
wd the practice, and have since root pruned
m, in order to check too frce a growth of
;3. Many of my neighbours injured their
e by giving them large quantities of stimu-
17 manures, such as fresh etable manure,
1horses or other animal manure, thereby
iting them t5 raake an increased growth of
zjninted wood. 1 grow my vines for the
t and am satisfied it they make a few feet
bortjointed wood, and the only manure (if
wre it may bo called) which I now give them
top-dressing of anthracite coal ashes.
te Diana, with me, has proved a great
erand free bearer; the bunches of good
,and the berries large, sore of them mea-
ng seven-cighths of an inch in diameter. It
watter of surprise that this, the most de
a5 of our native grapes, should have re-
el 0 littlo attention, while new varicties,
Aly inferior to it in point of flavor, have
heralded as the greatest acquisition to our
of hardy vines.
be past season has not heen favourable to
ripening of out-dor r grapes.”— Maine Far-

. to Prevent the Effects of Late
Frost: on Grape Vines.

r. Delanque, the proprietor of a vineyard
2 Department of Derdogne, France, writes
oliowing letter to the Journal of Prac-
Agriculture at Paris, which we translate
ar readecs :—

write conformably to your request, rela-
wthe practice adopted at the South-west,
event the effects of late frosts on the grape
- Yon must note, however, that the vine-
- this region are less injured by late frosts
those of other portions of France that are
slevated, and farther from the iatluence
»son, and consequently more exposed to
mes of temperature. If we could so
oo it that the vines would ‘only vezetate
the late frosts, it would he evident that
roblem of saving the crop would be solved.
15y gain this end, if we select (not the late
irs) but only the branches or shoots which
atest in pushing forth their buds in the
o This plan, however, can only be used
r1isk of losing the begt qualities of the
made {from the part, and:tannot be gener-
pplied.  The inflagngd 6} pruning, n this
on the contrary, 18- ¢ongtant and gereral.
been found that we ¢an retard very con-
bly the vegetation of the whole vine, by
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pruning at the time of the latest frosts and
when the uprer buds or those at the ends of
the branches have began to leave out, and have
even been iujured by frost, whilst the inferior
buds in the lower part of the branches are as
yct dormant and undeveioped. The catting-in
of the lung viue shoots, whilst in full growth,
is cvidently mutilation of the vine, which is
sensibly felt, but we have, by this operation,
succceded in retarding the growth of the buds
of the vine fur a time, and rendered them safe
from the effects of the late frosts, and conse-
quently they are developed with great rapidity,
at a time when the cold is not feared. But,
you will probably ask, why this operation so
simple, so uld, and sv cfficacious is not employed
everywhere and always? That is casily com-
prebended, when you bear in mind that it is
materially impussible in a couatry exclusively
vine-growing thus to prune all the vines in a
few days, which must be the case, if the remedy
is tu be gencrally applied. Our mechanical
appliances have not yet enabled us to lessen
this difficulty., It results from this state of
things that the vine-growers, the most convinced
of the excellence of late pruning, are obliged to
reserve for it only the vineyards of the highest
value, and those most exposed to the cffects of
the late frosts; and this method succeeds per-
fectly. Reduced even to these modest propor-
tions, the services rendered by this simple
method are so great, that it i3 desirable it should
be known and putin practice whereverit is as yet
unused.”

Curiosities of Gardening,

A writer in the Quarterly Review says that
gardening, as well as literature, has its curiosi-
ties, and a volume might be filled with them. How
wonderful, for instance, is the sensitive plant
which shrinks from the hand of man—the ice-
plant, that almost cools by looking at it—the
pitcher-plant, with its welcome draught—the air
trigger of the stylidium—and the carniverous
Venus' fly-trap (Dionea Muscipula) which is
said to bait its prickles with something that at-
tracts the flies, and then closes on and destroys
them, and their Jecay is supposed to afford food
for the plant. Disease is turned into beauty in
the common and crested moss rose and a lusus
nalure re-produced in the hen-and-chicker
daisy. There are phosphorescent plants, the
fire flies and glow-worms of the vegetable king-
dom. There are the microscopic lichens and
mosses; and there is the Rafilesia Arnoldi, each
of whose petals is a foot long, its nectary a foot
in diameter, and deep ecnough to contain three
gallons, and weighing fifteen pounds! What
mimicry is there in the orchises, and the hare’s
foot fern, and the Tartarian lamb (Polypodium
Baroneytz). What monsters (such at least
they are called by botanists) has art produced
by doubling flowers, dwarfing and hybridizing



