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Red Sand-Stones in the Lower Provinces,

" “The age, gaologically consid_red, of the red snnd-stones of Nova
Scotia, New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island, bas not yet been
determined. And another question equally uncertain is, whether there
is nots differénce between the ages of the red sand-stones of the Bay
of Fundy, and those of the straits of Northumberland,

The red sand-stones of Prince Edward Island, which extend across
‘the: straits, and are-vsible at the extreme point of Cape Tormentine, and
paetiaily visible in other places along the Nova Scotia and Naw Brans-
wick sids of the Steaite, overlie the other rock formations ; while the
red' sand-stones of the Bay of Fundy, in some places, underlio the trap
and other rocks. Geologists class all the ved sand-stones of the
Lower Provinces among the * New Red Sand-stone ;> how far this is
true; is somawhat a question. The red sand-stones of the Bay of Fun-
4Ay.are much softer than those of the Island ; the waters of the Bay be-
come charged with an extremely fine sediment, being derived from the
Adestruction, hy the action of the water and frest, of cliffs of red
sand-stone and shale,—hence the ¢ muddy waters 6f the Bay of Fun<
dy.;’ while the red sand-stones of Prince Edward Jsland zre harder
and coarser and do not decompose and mix with the aters—hence,
4 the waters of the Straits are cléar.” '

The red aand-stones of the Bay of Fundy belong to the carbonifer-
.ous or coal measures, while no minerals have been discovered connect-
ed with the red sand-stone of the lsland, except some thin beds of im-
pute limestope. It is very important to fix the age of the red sand-
st'fdne}f;ormation, as npaa it depends, in a great measure, the existence
of conl. . '

" And in an agricultural point of view, these sand-stones are no less
impbrtant ; wherever they ave exposed to the surface of the ground,
as ' Prince Edward Jslend; and the western part of Nova Scotia,
they afford fine lo#my, frigble soils, highly adapted te the culture of
p’btgide@’.’wheat and fruit, and other products. )

" During the gréat failare of the potato crop,thromghout Burope as well
#8' Ameried, these réd vaud-stone districts seldom failed to produce
fdrge crops; lence, poiatoes, during the years of failure, weve a
sotited of profit to Western Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island.
Anad-even siong the Nova Bcotia and New Brunswick side of the
Steaits, the soil being similar in many places, to that of the Island,
the potato-crop was much bsiter than it was in the gray sand.stone
diuteicts, - The.great deawback to the production of whent, in the red
sand-stone districts of Nova Scotia, is the Bay of Fundy fogs, causing
the grain to rust while growing. The red sand-stone districts of West-
ern Nova Scotia, expor? large quantities of apples and other fruit,
which compensates in a measure, for the failure in the growth of wheat.



