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WHS contcinpliiiccl iior wrtc the liidiiin.s in that (|ii:iit»T coiinidered as

coiiiitii; within tlic inlliicncc nf tlic otliccrs of th<' liritish liuiiaii Depart-

ment.' Further ..Kjuiry princd that tlie coilininii wiis unpremeditated

ami thiit some thirty prisone-y wen? Heattere<! ami)ntt the Indian vilhiRes

on the hdnlers of Lake Michi-ian. Ciiief Jtistice Woodward thei; re-

quested tluil ."iM'i'ial niessenjjer^ ,-ihould tw denpatched to ransom the

survivors unil nmchict tlieiii to Mackinue or Detroit. l''octiT i>romptly

replied that the most etTectual mean.« in hi.s power woiild he emiiloyed

at on''o "for the .siieedy releas*' from slavery of tlicse unfortumite

imlividuals and for their restoration to their friencis."' Elliott and
.McKee were a<cordin<:ly directed to nuike known hi.s wishes to the

chiefs and readily secured their pn)mise that the <'aptives should \w

surrendrred.' LiiMiteiumt Helm and a few otiiers were soon Wrou/tht

in, hut. the Indians he<iime jjreatly angercl at the destruction of .some

of their villages and decide<l to retain the remainder as hosta;;es for the

safety of their own people who had heen carrie<l away as prisoners.

When Kohert Dickson visited Chicago in the following March lie a.scer-

tained that seventeen soldiers, four women and s<jme children were
still prisoners among the iieighhouriiig Indians and took instant measures
for their redemption.' I'Aentual'y most of them were liberated through
his influence.

Every available ves.sel and boat was (iressed into .service for the

transportation of the prisoners taken at Detroit: but with evcy effort,

several weeks elap.sed In'fore the last of them were sent away. The
regtdar troops were taken to Toit Erie on their way to (Quebec and the

Ohio volunteers and drafted militia were i)aroled and landed at Cleve-

land, "he detachment of the Ust Heginient which had Ix-en drawn
from the Niagara frontier was s«'nt back without delay to meet the im-

pending attack in that (juarter and the militia volunteers from the

counties of Lincoln, Norfolk and York returned to their homes, after

doing duty as an escort to the pri.soners on their way down the lake.

Three hundred of the local militia were retained in service, part of whom
were employed in the expedition to the River Haisin and Sliami Ilapids

already descril)ed, while the remainder were engaged in disarming the

.Michigan militia, dismantling the batteries at Detnjit atd removing
the guns and military stores to Amhtrstburg The executive powers
of civil governor of Michigan Territory were ass"med by Colonel Procter,

who appointed as Secretary for the time being, .Augustus B. Woodward,

' Procter to Brock, Sept. 10, 1S12.

' Woodward to Procter, Oct. 8, 1812.

1 Procter to Woodward, Oct. 10, 1S12.

* Procter to Evans, Oct. 2H, 1S12.

' Dickson to Freer, March 16, 1.S13.


