
'MF COMING Or TIIF LO'ALISTS

coloniets had no thouglht of encouraging secession, and no reason to
believe thiat the Amierican Congres-, would violate its professions of
loyalty. As late as Noveniber, 175 the legislature of Pennsylvania
passed a rcsolution giving to its delegates the foflowing instructions:
"\XVe direct that you cxert your utrnost endeavours to agrc upon and
reconimend sucli measures as you shall judge to afford the best proposai
of ohtaining redress of Anierican grievances, and restoring tha:t unity
and harmony between Great Britain and the colonies so essential to the
welfare and Ixappiness; of bath countries. Thoughi the oppressive rneas-
uregof the British Parliament and Administration have compelled us to
resist their violence by force of arnis, yct we strictly cnjoin you, that
you, in behalf of this colony, dissent froni and utterly reject any pro-
positions, should sucli be made, that niav cause or Iead to a separation
froni our ruother country or change the forni of this government.Y
Could wor<ls lie fra med to express iii stronger language the attachment
of die legfisiature to the British constitution and its dctcrniination to
a(Ihere to it?

\Vhen we consider thxe feelings of the lovi colonists, who,
althougli ready to assert by force of arms their riglits under the British
Constitution. wcre averse to substituting another forin of government,
we can rcadily conceive how their long chieishied attachment to thie
British;I flig receivcd a cruel and unexpected shock Mien the unheralded
Declaration of Independence was passed by the Cangrcss. Contrast the
assurances given out on both sides of the Atlantic to the friends of the
perscnîed colonists with dthe concluding paragraphi of that historic
document: '*\, therefore, the representatives of the United States of
Amcrica. in Congress assembled, appealing to thc Supreme judge of the
WNorld for thce rectitude of aur intentions, do, ixx thie naine apa by the
authority of the good people of these colonies. solcninly publish and
declare, that the United Colonies are, and of righit ouglit to be Eree and
Independent States: and that they are abcolvcd froni allegiance ta the
Brnitishx Crown: and that ail political cannection Ibctwveen them and the
State of Great Britain is. and onglex to be, tot ally dissolved: and that,
ais Frcc aîxd Tuidepenident Stites, thcv hîcfull power ta levy %var. con-
clude peace. contract alliances, cstablishi commerce, aîid ta do ail other
act, and things whicli Independent States ni. y of righit do. And for the
support of this Declaration, with a pions rcliance on thc protection of
Miine Providence. we niutually plcdge ta cich other our livcs. aur

fortunes. and our stcred honour.*"
Let us glancc for a inonielit nt the niauner in whlxi this remadzz-

aible chanugc offront w.s brouglit about, and 'c shall sec tlint it wvas far
froni the iin.-imnti.nsvoice of the dclegites, althougli it 'vas so annoui1ced


