
DECIMAL CURRENCY—WEIGHTS AND MEASURES.

FOURTH REPORT
OF THE

STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC ACCOUNTS.

Committee Room, Thursday^ 12/A April, 1835.

To THE Honorable the Legislative Assembly.

The Stantliiifj; Committee on Public Act^oiints respectfully report, that the an-
nexed letter from the Secretary to the Board of Trade, Quebec, stating, in reply to

the Coniiiiittee's Circular, that the Council of the Board " strongly' advocate a sys-
*' teiii of Decimals, not only in currcnc}' for account-, but for weights and measures
** c'dso," and are in favor of " the introduction of dollars and cents as in use in the
" United States;"* and the letter from James Bell Forsyth, Esq., merchant, Quebec,

* Manciiksteb [England] Commeucial Association.

la 18,")3, this body potitionod the Chancellor of the Hi'itish ExchoqiiLM-, iu favor of a deciinnl coiii.age.

In tlieir (ipiriioii, " the adoiition of a dc'cimul coiiiiiKe would, wh'n iiiti'oduoiMl, form tiio first mid iimst
'• iioeossaiy htcp in ii scrits of lawd for the r<>(,'uliitioii and simplificiition of our incisures of eapaeity,
" weight and lenjjth ; the former of which especially require early atteiitiou ou accouut of the abuses uow
" uotorioubly jirevaleiit, which call loudly for the iuterpositiou of the Lcf^islature,"

See also Appendix No. 7, to third Report, ou a uniform system of weights, measures and currency
for the commercial world, page (58.

Sir John Ilersehell, Miuiterof the British Mint, was examined before the House of Commons Committee
<m Currency. 18.")3, and '• recommcuded a decimal oiuage, accompanied by a deeinml system of weights
'• and nieafiures."

Opinions o.v thk CaaaKscv of UrpEtt Canada, 1830.—The Lcgi»iative Assembly of Canada West, in
its Session of 1830, app'iiuted a Special Committee on Oni'rency and Banhiug, consisting of Messrs. W.
L. Mackeuzie, ((;hairm;in) U. llaudall, J. Cawthr'i. Hon. William Morris, Hon. Robert Biddwin, and Dr.
Ambrose Itiacklock, who examined Hon. William Allan, Hon. I'eter McGill, Hon. H. J. Bonltou, Hon.
Robert Baldwin, Hon. John H. Dunn, Joseph Cawthra, Esq., Thomas G. Ridout, Esq., B. Thorue, Esq,
John X. Wilkes, Esq., and others, and reported to the House, at great length, iu February and iu Marcli

that year.

The Committee expressed an earnest desire that Upper Canada might possess a coinage " of a qvaUt;i
" and fitif exx n.l Imat cijual to that of the eolnatie of /hn United States ;" and they proposed that the legal

value of the iirilish silver coinage, then cireulatiLg in U|)per Canada, should be equal to its actual worth
as a metal, when com|inrcd with Spanish, French and United Stat(.'s coins, then there current, or to be
made so ; and that certain coins, then legally circulating as money at rates higher than their metallic

worth, and wliich the Bank of Uppei' Canada, "(then the only Bank) was compelled to receive and payout,
should cease to be measures of the value of property at such rates.

They 9ug;,'ested, that the Briti.sh crown should be valued Jit Ss. Td. ; the shilhiig at 13id. ; the old

hard Sp;'iiii,<h d liar and the new do., 59.; the United States dollar, (UG grains Troy,) Ha. ; the dime, 6d.;

nad the ei'oss pij-tareen, lOrl.

That contracting jiarties might stipulate for jiayments either in gold or in silver, or (under a binary

standard) hall' in gold and half in silver—anil that creditors might contract with their debtors for payment
<if loans in that jiartioular .sort of gold or silver coin which had been borrowed.

The Coi!)mitt«o were of opinion, that " in establishing a metallic standard, by which to me:.:t:re the
'• value of other things, great diflieulty has been f<mud in (letermining the relative proportionate value of
" gold and silver, because these metals, as such, rise and fall iu value according to the demand for either.

'•Tlie only expedient that would be equally just, both to debtois and creditors, would be to make
" debtors i)ay half in gold and half in silver

;
providing, also, that the same regulation should be observed

"iu bargains of sale, a;? often as requi."cd. This, as is observed by Stew.art, iu his Political Economy,
"would so blend the values of the two metals together as to make them virtui;..j but one. In this Pro-

evince, wlieiv the slanJard is affixed both to gold and silver, creditors can never gain; for, if silver rise,
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