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woman said in her own expressive words on first seeing
this district; ‘“ you are bringing me to the back of the
world.” Owing to the absence of any large tract of level
land in the district, and the height of the land near the sea,
the rivers are small, shallow, and rapid, and only navigable
by canoes for a few miles.

Two days’ rain, dissolving a portion of the snow on the
hills, or gathering in the innumerable natural reservoirs
and channels, will cause a rise of many feet in streams
which before were extremely shallow. I know an instance
of a fordable river—the Klistachnit at Alberni—which rose
twelve feet'in less than forty-eight hours. The mountains
everywhere approach closely to one another, and form
between them deep, thickly-wooded valleys or long narrow
lakes. These lakes are a marked feature in Vancouver
Island scenery. They have no main feeders, but generally
receive their waters from the rain and melted snow, which
come down the sides of the steep mountains. In fact
they are extensive ‘‘tarns,” and many of them are the
finest and gloomiest of their class. They are most irregular
in shape, seldom exceeding a mile or two in width, but
extending between mountains for ten or fifteen miles in
different directions like the legs on a Manx penny. The
whole country—valley and mountain—is covered with pines,
which, though rough-looking trees, yet by the deep verdure
of their tops, preserve the scemery from the bareness and
hardness which, for instance, characterize many of the
West of Scotland Lochs. There are lakes, however, in the
Aht district which are as deep, dark, and wild, as Loch
Corruisken, and solitary beyond conception. I never knew
what utter solitude meant till I went among these Vancouver
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