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Ias a Memorial to Shakespeareft

&> 4"D G
. LARGELY attended meeting was of the following nine members—namely, Lord lish people had shown themselves. (Cheers.) a national theatre seriously; the second, that console myself by remembering that

held in London the other day at Esher, Lord Plymouth, Mr. Butcher, Mr. Let them think of the efforts of men like Sir it should take place in the theatre and on the one in the emotions which fill our hearts at
BffjBa . j theatre in suoDort Chisholm, Mr. Colvin, Mr. W. L. Courtney, Charles Halle in Manchester and Dr. Richter stage to be forever famous in theatrical annals this moment, the emotions of gratitude and of
JMTrÿ .e ovement to establish a Mr. Beerbohm Tree, Dr. Gollanoz, Mr. Sidney in London. (Cheers.) He thought they would by its association with the great actor who for shame. We one and all feel honored to take
gpyffl 0 . e . ^patre as a memorial to Low—to meet in conference a committee of like agree with him that it had become a part of the 20 years controlled its destinies, and whose our place at this table, of the great and worthy

Sh 1k'ia eare Lord Lvtton ore- number appointed by the supporters of the almost ordinary equipment of any London rqu- sympathies were so entirely with the objects fraternity of those who are united in their de-
Ml&Ësêt Y/ d amon? those oresent natdonal theatre movement, as suggested by sician to have a true appreciation at any rate of they were there to advocate ; and the third votion to art. But a feeling of shame strikes
«H/mlïïe SI ^ ^ - P r . you on Wednesday last. Thursday, May 28, is Bèethoven’s symphonies, and to have achieved that their meeting should take place under across our gratitude, for we represent the great

-L“L °n ®P p. _ „ Bgrnarci suggested as a date for the conference. I men- that in the last 20 years was to have added in the presidency of Lord Lytton, for the name of and varied callings of the world outside your
, . t2n’.. ,.r‘ r, M p' . tion these matters at once in case it may serve the true sense of the word to the wealth of the Lytton must always be revered by lovers of Academy ; and we are keenly alive to the fact

H W'm fi i ttîi 6 Snuire Bancroft Mr the convenience of your committee. nation. (Cheers.) Was it not amazing, when the drama. (Cheers.) He had felt it his duty, that we represent that majority of a nation
tion. Mrs. Dy e on, oi oq Jerome" I feel confident that I am giving expression they thought of all that had been done in the however, as an actor, to consent to say a few which, though possessed of vast wealth and
W. Ueerbonm ree, • J V jdare’ to the fervent hope of many members both of direction of the other arts, that the drama had words in reference to the all-important subject wide dominions, does so little for literature,
M pTyH anL’{i vjr Bourchier Miss Vio- t^e Shakespeare Memorial committee and been left out—the drama, the most universal, they were met to discuss. Speaking as one for the drama, or for art. It seems to me a
Mr. Kiaer aggar , • Willard Mr Robert those who are supporting the national theatre the most human, the most beneficent, and the who had always advocated—he might say bad day when the patronage of the state is
et vanorug , n ’0iH_porster ’ M P " Mr T movement, as well as the deep-seated feeling most popular of all the arts ? Cheers.) Surely strenuously advocated to the best of his abil- governed by that narrow, utilitarian spirit
pa^E’,p r" " m P rMr Philin Carr arid many of Englishmen generally, that nothing in the they might say of the theatre that it called out ity—the necessity of establishing a national which turns an almost exclusive attention to
:,u V lit; co’cietv and nature of strife may mar our efforts to signal- fundamental emotions—courage, pity, scorn, theatre if the art of the theatre was to be things of productive value. We are not free

TV"; P ” ' . ’ ■ ize the world’s unanimity in paying homage to pathos. Mr. Gladstone once said of an orator elevated and raised to the dignity it attained from the clamor of those who frankly declare
e,r7a v‘ • r,r,„r,;no- thp nrnrppdintrs the memory of Shakespeare. that he was dependent entirely upon his audi- in other countries, he rejoiced at the response that the state has no concern.with those non-

rr,mmiiriir-atinné I am, yours sincerely, ence, that he gave out in vapor and took back from many of the most thoughtful and edu- marketable forces, like cultivated imagination
. . , , , , tplpm-am from PLYMOUTH (Chairman of the Execu- in flood. So surely with the theatre. Poetry— cated men df oür time, and at the large and" wholesome sentiment, high reverence, which

c;_ nr o f r\Arro ,1.. fr,Ur,™in<r8 words •  live Committee, Shakespeare .Memorial' not in its most subtle form, but still real poe- representative gathering assembled thereto- tend to build up the character of our citizens
“The British theatre is too imoorfcant an edu- Committee). try—was living in the voices and the eyes of day to farther the good cause. (Hear, hear.) by ennobling their thoughts and inspiring

™o', K» loft tho imrertainties Mr. Lyttelton moved the first resolution :— those who took part in it. Then there was The idea of ^national theatre in this country, their motives. Where these men would have
of orivate^enterorise alone It should receive “That this demonstration is in favor of the laughter, the antidote against cant and the at first ridiculed and spoken slightingly of by the state do less I would have it do more.”
J , ■ P.-.. j v. r-„ j • j.. „ establishment of a national theatre as a mem- charm against madness—that abounded surely some, discouraged and sneered at in certain (Cheers.) Such was the opinion of two large-

hierher anrl ptmnsnhere ” f Cheers i or>al to Shakespeare.” He said that the first in the theatre. Think how Mrs. Siddons and quarters, was assuredly taking firm root and hearted, intellectual, and unprejudiced men.
Luune-Poe the French actor telegraphed and almost the las; appearance that he had Miss* O’Neill, those great ladies, moved some commending itself to the minds of that large Now, it seemed to him that the words of Mat-

“Voeux pour la réussite du theatre national ” made upon a stage was in a play of Racine’s in of the most austere and virtuous to almost a minority who were jealous of our artistic re- thew Arnold were as true today as when he !
(Cheers ? The chairman «in that for nearly which he had to impersonate the crowd, passion of admiration. Human nature was ex- putation ; who recognized the immense power wrote them. The state of our theatre was
two years a movement had been on foot to (Laughter.) He was taught to come up to the alted by the actions and lçoks of beautiful per- that the stage could exercise as a refining and sti11 chaotic and ineffective. Month by month,
rnmmpmnratp the annth anniversary of the footlights and say, with great embarrassment : sons who attuned themselves to glorious fic- educational influence on the great public who year by year, the work of the theatre was be-
death of Shakespeare Tn all the proceeding's “Moi, je suis l’assemblee.” (Laughter.) He tion. (Cheers.) Yet we exposed this beauti- support it. Nearly 40 years ago Matthew Ar- coming more a trade and less an art, and corn-
taken hithprtr, it had been assumed that we was in that part that day, a member of and ful and splendid art to the ruinous risks of nold wrote the following plea for a national mercial interests paralysed the aspirations and
could best show nur admiration for the e-emus representing the crowd, and he could assure competition and extended no hand to it, isolat- theatre “We have in England everything to ambitions of the most artistic and conscien-
and the fame of Shakespeare hv some sculp- them that he' was not in the least ashamed of ing it among all the others of the arts in this make us dissatisfied with the chaotic and in- tious of our managers.. The same striçtures
tured or architectural work of art. That b‘s cdent, that the instincts of the; multitude! resPect- (Hear, hear.) It was his good for- effective condition into which our theatre has might with equal force be applied to France,,
meeting had been called by those who dis- were perfectly sane and right on the question,' tune years ago to be an almost constant at- fallen. We have the remembrance of better but France was saved from that same reproach
agreed with the proposal for a statue in Port- not necessarily of an official, but of a national tendant at the Theatre Français in the great things in the past, and the elements for better by one thing only—its national theatre. The
land Place arid whc> desired that the monu- theatre, and he was confirmed in his belief days of Got, of Delaunay, of Febvre, of Worms, things in ,the future. We have a splendid na- Theatre Français through centuries had main-
ment should take the form of a national the- when he thought that there were, so far as he of Sarah Bernhardt, of Bartet, and many other tional drama of the Elizabethan age, and a tained its superiority, and preserved the tradi-
atre__a permanent home Of the British drama cou,d conceive, not two sides to the question great artists. (Cheers.) He learned there later drama, which has no lack of pieces con- tions of all that was best in past and contem- i
It had been called however not to divide but at all: He wholly disagreed with Mrs. Stephen that a national theatre like that, aided by the spicuous by their stage qualities, their vivac* porary dramatic literature; it was removed by
to unite all who desired to join in honoring Mortimore in Mr. Pinero’s brilliant play. He Conservatoire,, taught clearness and "precision ity, and their talent, and interesting by their all sordid financial considerations from pander-
the memory of Shakespeare. (Cheers.) It said there was only one ride to that question, of language—and, after all, what was the use pictures of manners. We have had great ac- mg to the vulgar taste, and it placed its actors
was with the greatest pleasure that those re- If there,were another, of course Mr. Barnard of Shakespeare unless we could make him in- tors.- We have good actors, not a few, at the on an academic footing which dignified and ;
sponsible for promoting that meeting received Shaw would be upon it. (Laughter.) Now telligible even to those who sat some way off? present moment. But we have been unlucky, exalted their calling. (Cheers.)
afeve days ago an invitation from the other they had the happiness and strength of his (Laughter and cheers.) It taught .him, also, as we so often are, in the work of organization. . Mr. Edmund Gosse supported the resolu-
Shakespeare Memorial committee with a view suPPorl and he presumed Mr. Shaw was suf- how agreeable it was to see a variety, instead It seems to me that every one of us is con- tlon> which was carried with one dissentjent.
to a possible combination of their forces. He feting the anguish of for once being in agree- of successes with long runs. (Cheers.) Third- cerned to find a remedy for this melancholy Mr. Pinero moved :—“That the honorary
thanked thos gentlemen for the conciliatory ment with several human beings. (Laughter ly, it taught him to dejSght in art’s glorious en- state of things, and that the pleasure we have committee for this demonstration is hereby
attitndp fhpv imwpa Rpfprrîno-tr. tVie opinion and cheers.) The principle that it was unwise semble—he meant the voluntary co-operation had in the visit of the French company (the appointed as a committee, with power to add
of a few persons who objected to the theatre to leave any art wholly to the merey of the of jthe great and eminent men of the proies- Comedie Française) is barren, unless it leave to its number, and is, instructed to draft a
as an institution at all, he said he did not feel commercial motive was already conceded in sion to the young who .exhibited talent and’ us with(the impulse to do so and with a lesson s™f.me for a national theatre.” Tn the Course
called.on to answer that objection, as he did this country—without going to the many and whom they delighted tpseducate and yet to how alone it can be rationally done: “Forget” of his speech he said, that about the middle ot
not think the theatrè needed any defence from S^at examples in foreign countries—in the serve. Lastly, he saw in: the Theatre Français- —can we not hear theseTints artists saying in bet late-Majesty’s reign /a.new English drama,
himself or any Onefelse. (Cheers.) The fact National Gallery, the British Museum, the that dignified and Teis^'d, retreat for Jjjose . an undertone to us, amidèt théir graceful com- “nie mto being, initiated by'the late Thomas,
again, that difficulties existed was no reason’ ffreat public buildings. Let them think of the who had done great service to their art—dig- pliments of adieu?—“Forget your clap-trap, William Robertson, and by Mr. (now) Sir W.;
for not going on with so desirable a project. Loyâl College of Music. Let them think even nified and leisured, btfifjiot in the least lost to and believe that the state, the nation, in its *• Gilbert. (Cheers.) That movement - hadi
The last objection'arid"the most important was of the parks, which were at this moment the the nation—which enabled men who were in collective and corporate character, does well constantly increased in strength. Since the1
that the theatre scheme was objectionable a peculiar glory of the summer. They were all the profession of the actor, as well as others to concern itself about an influence so itnpor- accession of his present Majesty much new'
the monument scheme desirable on the grou admissions on the part of the state that it did who ministered to it, tp give the best of their tant to national life and mariners as the the- blood had been infused into our dramatic liter-
that the former served some useful purpose not do well to leave these things- purely to time and the best of their youth to the highest atre. . . . The people will have the theatre ; ature. He hailed the appearance of â new:
and that the latter did not. He reminded fommerce and to private enterprise. Let them and noblest interests of'the art. (Cheers.) t then make it a good one. . . . The theatre school of vigorous young authors, and he be-
them that former attempts at erecting a think only, if he might mention the art with , Sir John Hare, in seconding the resolution, -is irresistible ; organize the theatre.” (Cheers.) heved there was every reason to hope that thei
Shakespeare memorial theatre had been fail- 'which he had some little conversance, of th said that they had three distinct causes of con- Sir John Hare also quoted from the speech of growth of a drama such as we had not seen in,
ures because it was desired to erect a sculp- good that the Royal College of Music has don gratulation, the firSti being that they were the Bishop of Ripon, in replying for the guests England for 300 years might be regarded ini
tured monument which the vast majority 6f since it was started—how teachable the Eng- met together to discuss the- great question of at the Royal Academy banquet in 1905:—“I history as one of the most memorable feature*
those appealed to felt must be a failure. He ' of the reign of^King Edward VII. (Cheers.)
had every hope that the result of that meeting ......... 1,1 111 ......................... ....................--------- 1 '----- - Mr. T. P. O Connor, M. P., seconded tho
might be a conference which would unite the ^ • . resolution, and in doing so said that all the
forces of those desiring to do honor to Shakes- ' I 1— _ y _ _ I _ _ , _ _ , _ . j "I ;‘T_T __ C a'___ _ — many controversies which arose from time to,gs5^v.ss“,ssga3s;s§s A tie speaker on tne House ot Loinmons ss.’S sSa
by a letter which he had just received from ■ the language and works of Shakespeare that:

> ROPESSOR J. H. B. Masterman de- The House of Commons was not only the and the marvel was that the House was able sEs^are co.dd ri^Lm0^^ ^ H

iSSJi L aïÆSfes “t*,*1 ^him and his friends at the House of Lords, ster the third of a series of four indeed, become Professor Masterman sketched the develop- sire would be the performance of his works and
and as a result of that meeting Lord Plymouth JKff lectureson“TheHouse of Com- !ts 'accuser, Us! judge and its executioner; and ment of representative government and the the preservation of his language. (Cheers.)
promised he would send to him a message. "1 mons Its ulace in National H^- ln.that ,resPectdfiferefl widely from the change m the relations between the crown and The resolution was carried.
The letter was as follows•— 8 mons. its place in mtional iiis other electoral chambers he had mentioned, parliament, and said that the execution of Mr Comvhs Carr nmnnsed tW

54 Mount street, W., May 19, 1908. th2 one oîSs^Ecessors 0^3*^- The ,H°USe of Commons was, above all things, Charles I was the inevitable outcome of the iution ;_“Th£ the committee hereby appoint-
My Dear Lord Lytton,-In accordance form had been Sir WUHam Anson the author an educating medium, the place where griev- system which placed the king as the head of ed invite the co-operation of the provincial ci- 

wlth our arrangement at the conference held Qf a very »rave an(j alm0st classical work on ances discussed and a remedy found, °ne of e parties in the state and made the ties, and organize meetings for the formation
last Wednesday between the executive of the- the British constitution ; and he remembered or pushed on one side as not deserving a rem- „ade K^iSbTe that th” nex^smoThoul^be °.f a National Theatrl Society and the collée-
Shakespeare Memorial committee and yourself that some vears aeo when Sir William was cdy °r, as was usually the case, a compromise ® bl! « •th.etne?ct1 step , should be tion of su scriptions.” He thought that when, | .
.nd o<h„ leading supporter, of the national „a,|ti„Tup tK-eS-' of the Hou» of cS- ?'• » »'«, also the executive and leg- =?=” w“ <*««“*'» would be possiblî
theatre movement, who were good enough to mons t8 take his seat a verv wittv Radical !slatlve body bf the nation, and in that capac- u:cf4ea u549*^as !hc.0.n y t me m English for that organization to present to 'the great
accept our invitation, I have the pleasureof membe? whb hough no Tonger Ï member ity its work might seem to many of them to be hld ^ ^opportunity provincial cities a presentation of our theatre, I
sending you this letter to be read at the Ly- was stül in the l^of the liv^g" mSS very slowly accomplished ; but it must be re- îew veïs evervthinî t!’ ^ P classical and modern, which would be as per"
ceum theatre demonstration, as promised by the book> and said, “He will find^he House of membered that in the .House of Commons the which had bee/diefrfullv destroy^ That aSJhe Pr®sentatl0n which would be made 4 I
70 L, . , , . Commons a very different place from what he nation had a body which, when it had once was a most instructive thing as it showed that 111 London. He was sanguine that they would

^ a<Ma m.eetl”6 °* our g<neral commit-- thought it was.” Whether that prophecy had. taken a step, found it very hard to reverse that they were not a neonle who*could make revn rÇÇeivea great and loyal response from those 
“ ^ house yesterday at which been realized or not he did not know, but it step and to go in another direction. It was, lutionT but a people that^ u/derstood the sLcrrt ^ remer?bered what had been I

the exerntivf of °Passed ■— That showed that there was a difference ' between therefore, most necessary for the House to de- of freedom “broadening down from precedent »«V°vthe Plastl£ b/ a jim?ber, of .our
enmmitt0 h6 ° ,/he Shakespeare Memorial theory and practice. The lecturer would deal liberate very carefully before it committed it- to precedent ” The real control of affairs £reat c*ties> why should they doubt that they I
fererme^betym^^retnesentativ^^DDointed0^-? with theory, and he, as speaker, had to deal self to a p/rticular s^ep. He was constantly passed o/t oi the llli oi tKLe gn into S the^cheme^hev ^ ^
them^*md « SiSS? ht very largely with the praefee. As an old struck with the extraordinary continuity of the those of the parliament, and by a natural dJv? ^Che**W É S advocating thate
National Theatre commitw Eh* a ^ member, now, he was sorrf to say, getting a body over which he had the honpr to preside, transition they came to the struggle of the They addressed a great and
Attempting to arrive at an agreement as to^he °f the bofuse’ loT lle, had T.he king’s consent to acts of parliament was people to secure that parliament should be the fSStoS'^ortK" (Cheers)3 3

UkeÂ .word or ,wgo with r.g^d ,o ==„,i„ asp.v.ï English king addLssing &h pfirT^d of â’nK'X^'r“JPWP°*d * V0K 1“=^^ ,H*

oarties^and the wnrdino- r>f th S act.°^y to a11 of its proportions as those who lived at a dis- House of Lords were Still carried on to this p°clety of Carpenters and Joiners), seconded them to authorize him to go back to Ireland
)9 Enframed as to leave tb* !°î?tlon was tance, and the same might be said of those day in old Norman French, maintaining the tî^/tvf0 w*1011 ’ a?rthe spea^er’ replymg, said with the expression of a hope that they wouldinated free^to2 n°m* who were in daily touch with the House of forms that were in use hSSdrSs of year! ago îuat >C S°?Se t Cgmm?nS wa! ««.fateful to help in the movement. He hoped he could as-

sibilities to a lts pos" Commons. Their view was apt, perhaps, to He would very much regret if the old forms * Clty °J ^ondon *2 protection of the sure them that that great movement would se-
!t has seemed tn th» ShaV M get a little distorted by being brought into were changed, they-conveyed everything they î/at tn th^daZ tii!?r^nrcure practical support and sympathy through-

- . ,lJîaS>!eemrd to tbe Shakespeare Memor- contact with the daily life of that body, and wanted to convey and preserved the continuity that to,tb s,day tb* *^p^C8et?tttlves of the^city out the whole.of Ireland. (Cheers.)
tiL.T,tC ’ H Poetical considéra- those somewhat removed from it were able to of the ancient assent It w« often sSd tiSt mJ°yed thtcngH to st on the The resolution was carried
Ktite sr « * ^ <• »■ «===« ^ . «*- fi. ssr* ~*•*d*7 of »• *• *. w. c. S: „=,,d ^

to Shakespeare, should be put forward witf- ?ltlon’ ÂÎf nVf-ht’ anf relatl0ns to surround- its work as well as it did considering the char- J _____ -, __________ the committee appoint a deputation to wait on
out delay, lest time be lost and the work he Ln8-S" House a ways aPPeared to him to acter of the assembly, its wànt ef homogène- ' “ ~° the prime minister and the Loiidon county I
not completed by 1916. ’ “t nf^îtEhevEst n eve? lty’ 67° members drawn from aH parts of the A certain young man from Glasgow came council with a view to seeking their support fotfI would point out, however, that the forth- Other diff^ir} to Canada last yeV and hired himself to a the proposal of a national theatre.” I
erance of serious drama has all along been one countries such as America and France had a -na ed.ucatl°J1 a"d m the lives they had farmer. On the first morning the farmer said Mr. Bernard Shaw seconded the resolution, A1 f 
of the objects which the pu% f ^ “No-, Wiilliam you might go down but though called upon very earnestly by tbj
in view; indeed, in accordance with the report of choosing their president, the man whowas toral exrite/tot Then let them thinvlf ll • ^ CO(,n,,fieId a"dsee lf ther« arC any,crows audience ™ake a sPe«h, declined to do so, I
of the special committee, we hoped to have ob- to rule them for a fixed or an indeterminate 1" a Î them tbmk tbe ,n it- When Wilham returned the farmer owing to the lateness of the hour. Hç said that
tained a site for the monument on which a number of years and when thev had selected erninE thi* ?eyCaSry °ut *9 S°v- said to him; “Well, William, were there any H the subject.was not exhausted, those who 
memorial theatre might also be erected for the their president their function was over rv , & s country, the dependencies abroad, crows in the field?” “Oh, yes, many a score.” constituted the meeting were. (Laughter.) furtherance of drama! art and l^ramrT A Sa"<KÎL?n daîsS Zntfo/diH^e/cîs of frighten t/em awayV “Oh, The resolution vJWried, Vdfoe meet-

sub-committee has been appointed’ consisting object in life was to lay an egg and then die. lions over whoi/the Hoyse Jf Commons^ukd* ** 1 tl®ught *** were mg ended with a Vote of thanks to the chair. |
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