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Cheaper than

Imported

We make everything

in Furniture’ -

that can be made, Tight in Victoria, in;
a modern factory and of native ‘woods.
oods

n car lots, at the lowest possi-

Furnishers to the People

- = G that cannot.be made at home we*
s impont i
= = =9 ble dreight rates. s
2 : A Calendar of 1908 containing many
1 ‘POINTERS that every lady will appre-
i iy - clate, matiled free for the asking. §
| WEILER BROS.
Kitchen ‘Cupboard,
Antique Finish,

VIGTORIA, B C.

%4&. 4in. wide, $12.00.

The Miners

Provincial Mining
Association.

Are Eligible as
Members.

-~

on Broad Comprehensive
Lines. 3

assembled yesterday morning in
Maple committee room in the
ment buildings. As announced
Colonist several days ago, the mine own

parlia:

In Council

All Interested In the Industry

An Organization to Be Formed

One of the most important meetings
of mining men ever held in the province
the

in the

emphasizing lthe necessity of reform in
the mining law. Tiied

Mr. C. Christopher 'apprehended that
the object of the meeting 'Was fo. secure
the passing of an act Which would: give
equal facilities to individuals’ and cap-
italists. j
iMr. Skinner thought it prematare to
discuss legislation. e understood the
‘meeting had been called for the pur-

Mlllll’lﬂ Men Declde to Form a |pose of organizing a permanent associa-

tion of mining men which would meet
man and James Stables, M. P, P. for

WMr. Grifith moved the appeintment
of a committee to draft a scheme tor the
purpose of forming a British ‘Columbia
Mining Association. "~ ° ;

This - was adopted, and the following
were named: 'Messrs. Hobson, Grifith,
'Christopher, Skinner and Hetherston-
haugh. \

It 'was decided that the committee
should report at a meeting to be held
this afternoon at 2 o’clock.

It was suggested, for the ghidance of
the committee, that the #issociation
should be incorporated and thdt all per-
sons interested direetly or indi in
mining should be eligible for ‘member-
ship. fMhis would admit tran tation
men, merchants, lawyers and éthers con-
cerned in promoting the mining industry.

Mr. Hobson gave a brief ‘history of
the formation of the Mining Association
of California, which had proved such a
- | great success. It was organized at a
small meeting at Avburn, and in 'a few
-|months, at the first annual eonvention,

Blown to
Fragments

Explosloh at Hamilton Powder
Works Departure Bay Wipes
Out Twelve Lives.

Two Whites and Ter Cifttrese
Blotted Oft the Faes- o
Earth.

Hetoic Action of George Pres-
ton Prevents a Stiil Further
Disaster.

From Our Own Correspondent.

Nanaimo, Jan. 14.—George .Simonet-
ti and James Fulford, and ten Chinese
were blown to pieces at Departure Bay
today.

weeks at Departure Bay works, where

§ The second explosion within a few

-DETAILS OF RESCUE.
How;.\SteaﬁJer Saved Crew of Pioneer.

New %}rk, Jan. 12.—The Holland-Am-
aricam lite office here received details to-
lay of the rescue by the steamship Rot-
erdam, Capt. G. J. Sténger, of the crew
»f the schooner Pioneer 'in mid-ocean on
December 17. The Pioneer, Capt. W.
. Kennedy, left Exploit Harbor, Nfld.,
for St.~John’s, Nfid., December 14, with
1 cargo of wood, and was disabled in a
snowstorm and driven out of her course.
On the night of December 17 her sig-
nals of distress were sighted by the Rot-
terdam, which bore down and at great
visk lowered a boat, in which the cap-
tain and crew of the schooner were
brought aboard the steamer. They re-
ported that for nearly two weeks they
had -been drifting about, barely able. to
sustain life on scanty rations of fish and
flour, and expecting every moment that
the schooner, which was.leaking badly,
would founder. 'The schooner being a
menace to navigation, was set on fire by
the crew of the Rotterdam, which then
proceeded on her voyage and landed the
rescued men at Rofterdam on Christ-
mas eve,
St e
FROZEN TO DEATH.
Little Children Caught in a Winter
' Storm.

Canso, N. 8., Jan. 12.—Reports have
reached here that a man named Rich-

Rumors of . °
The _Premie‘r »

Ottawa Despatch in Toronto
Paper Reiterates Sir Wilfrid
Will Re ti.

And That His Physician’s Advice
Is That He Gives Up
Office.

s N
.

He However 8ays .He Does
Not Intend to Go
Yet.

Toronto, Jan. 12.—(Special)—A des-
patch to the World from Ottawa says-
that all eyes political turn to Ottawa and
"to Sir Wilfrid Laurier. “When will he
retire?”’” is the question on every politi-
cian‘s tongue. Retire he must, and soen,.

ers and mining operators of ‘Atlin had|held at San Francisco, over & thousand
appointéd delegates to meet in Victoria | delegates were present. The scope and
for the purpose of formulating theu_- importance of that association was now
grievances and discussing ways and|so well recognized that it was consult-
means of overcoming the disabilities un-|ed in all matters of mining legislation,
der which they are laboring in respect and it had sticceeded in securing such
to transportation charges, prices of sup-|legislation and assistance fromm the fed-
plies, scarcity of labor, and last, but not|eral and state governments us to place
least, to secure amendments to the min-|the. mining industry on a permanent,
ing laws, which, they alleged, required |legitimate and profitable basis. Another
radical amendment in several particu-|and most important effect of the work

if he obeys his physician’s advice, fer he-
is far from being physically strong. At
a cabinet meeting on Friday Sir Wilfrid
.agreed to remain with his colleagues for
one mouth at least; so till the ides of
iMarch all combinations must remain in-
active, though after that the deluge.
Montreal, Jan. 12.— (Special.)—Sir
Wilfrid Laurier was at the Place Viger
station this afternoon for a few minutes
on his way to Quebec, and wae met by
a number of friends. When the rumors

will permit = =
nd cleanest
mes,

ES.

the high explosives of the Hamiltorn
Powder I(Company are manufactured,
happened at half-past eight this morn-
ing, with the terrible result that twelve
men were simultaneously killed, the
bodies being rent into fragments almost
too small for identification. The explo-
sion was double. It originated in the
drying goom, where a carload of guncot-
ton was stored. The <oncussion blew
up the gelignite' room four hundred feet

ards left Queensport on Saturday to go
to Cold Harbor, eight miles away, ac-
companied by three children. A 'bliz-
zard sprang up and the man was com-
pelled to leave two of the childrem be-
hind him protected by some boughs and
his overcoat while he went for assis+
tance, carrying the third child. When
help reached the spot the children were
found frozen to death,

) vidual miners, but once the ground is
granted to a company under hydraulic
leases, then the company’should be pro-
tected and not be allowed to be held
up by parties who might relocate claims
that had been abandoned years before.

“The company which I represent owns
four leases on Pine creek in Atlin dis-
trict, upon which we have expended, up
to the present time, nearly $150,000,

Kn Important
Mining Meeting
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to Secure Better
Terms.

Over a Million Dolilars of In-
vested Capital Is Rep-
resented.

An important mining convention will
open this morning at the parliament
buildings, at which a large mumber of
delegates from Atlin will be present to
discuss the existing mining laws, trans-
portation and other questions. The ob-
jects of the convention are purely of a
business nature; there is no political
question involved, the gentlemen inter-
ested having only the mining interests
of their district at heart; but these they
consider of such importance as to claim
the earnest attention of the govern-
ment, and of the merchants of Vietoria.

Through the good offices of James
Stables, member for Atlin, the govern-
ment has placed at the disposal of the
delegates the Maple committee room in
the parliament buildings, where the con-
vention will assemble this morning for
preliminary discussion and organization.
The eonvention will be composed main-
Iy of the Atlin Mine Operators’ Asso-
ciation, organized in Atlin during the
past season for the purpose of mutual
protection, and to guard against excos-
sive’ charges in the way of transporta-
tion, labor, supplies, etc. The delegates

and we have suffered very
through the same cause, and I do think
that claims that were staked over four
years ago Ssiaould not be granted fur-
ther lay-overs,
should be compelled to work them.

of hydraulic leases is a move in
right direction, and the soouner it be-
comes law the better will we be satis-
fied. The principal objection, it is under-
stood, lies in the opposition that crowa
grants upon hydraulic
have the tendency to tie up wvaluable
auriferous ground and thereby retard
development.
tion does not seriously appeal to us, as
ample provision might be made
conditions imposed whereby such a con-
tingency
imum.
payment should not be accepted in lieu
of development work, and, in the second
place, the amount of the development !
work should be equal to such a money,|tatives of the transporation compinies, |left the rich California field to operate
the | the packer of supplies to outlying camps, |in ‘Cariboo, which was the greatest hy-
possibility of property being tied up for | the store-keepers, merchants, lawyers, »
purely speculative purposes.
annual tax could be made to do
share in providing against the €ontin- | try.
gency; this could be based and imposed | Simil
according to the amount of .work actual- |{Mining Association was so successfully {organization would be nece

value as to practically eliminate

severely

but that the owners

*If any of these claims are unwork-

able under present conditions then they
should not be regarded as placer claims,
and the hydraulic company owning the
lease should be given an opportunity te
work the ground.”

Discussing the suggested changes in

the mining laws to meet conditions in
Atlin, the Ashcroft Journal says:

“In our opinion the crown grantirﬁg
the

ground = would

This phase of the ques-
and

would be reduced to a min-
in the first place, a money

who meet this morning represent over|ly performed.”

%1,000,000 of invested capital, and as far
as known are as follows:

L. H. Griffiths, Seattle, and Superin-
tendent Loveridge, of Victoria, Pine
Creek Power Co.

PROSPECTS ARE BRIGHT.
“Prospects for the Atlin gold fields

never looked brighter than at the present
time,”
Atlin

says the annual report of the
Board of Trade, reviewing the

fitably carried on in that district.

week, and by

rant calling them together.

ers’ meeting,” and were present and pre-
pared to lend their hearty co-operation
to any scheme which would promote the
mining industry of the province.

Yesterday’s meeting, therefore,
stead of being a mere local gathering,
representing the interests of a particular
mining division, resolved i*self into a
provincial mining convention, at which
all the branches of the mining industry
were represented. (After a brief discus-
sion of the objects of the meeting, the
gentlemen present decided that the time
was ripe to form an association wide
enough in scope to embrace within its
membership every man in the province
of British Columbia who is directly or
indirectly interested in the mining indus-
try. Thus the organization proposed to
be formed 'will include not only the cap-
italist and mine owner, but the individ-
ual miner and prospector, the reppesen:

Iy.. It is proposed to organize oun lines
similar to those on which the California

estpblished some years ago, and which
has had the effect of building up the
mining industry of that state to its
present prosperous conditions. The Cal-
ifornia association has grown to be one

of the most important in the state, and

"The
delegates to this meeting have been ar-
riving singly and in groups for the past
v Tuesday evening a suffi-
cient number was on the ground to war-p
According-
ly, a meeting 'was convened for yester- |perience in the Northern part of
day morning, but when the delegates as-
sembled they found that several other |were like one big family.
gentlemen, representing large interests,
had accepted the invitation to a “min-

R. D. Fetherstonhaugh,

Min-

ing Co., operating on McKee creek.

_C. Christopher, Upper Leases on Mc-

Kee creek; also represents E. C. Haw-
kins of Seattle, who control the upper
leases on McKee creek.

J. F. Deeks, of Atlin, Eastern leases
on MecKee creek.

]_.I.Cf)i. Brownlee, Otter Creek Hydrau-

1c .

In the absence of Heury Mal-
uin, new in Paris, France, it is un-
derstood that C. Dubois Mason will rep-
resent La Securitie Minere de la Colom-
bie Britanique, operating on Boulder
creek.

‘R. B. Skinner, of Vancouver, and
Frank Brackett, of Seattle, will rep-
ré~sent the Atlin & Willow Creek Mining

0.

J. M. Ruffner will represent his
quartz interests on Pine creek.

'I.l.. W. E. Canavan will represent the
British-American Dredging Co., operat-
aulg{on lower Pine creek.
'Representatives of the White Pass &
)uknn, C. P. N. and other transporta-
tion companies will be present by invit-
ation.

R. B. Skinner, one
thus expresses
present
ments:

"Havm}g devoted the greater portion
of my time during the past six years
to the mining industry, and having visit-
ed a large portion of this provinece in-
vesting my money in a good many dis-
tricts, I feel justified in expressing my
views regarding the present mining laws,
wkich, I believe, for the best interests
of the country, should be changed at
the mext session of the Legislature. I
believe that deputations will wait on the
‘Mxmng committee with the object in
view of having the Placer Mining Act
amended, whereby ground now held un-
der hydraulic lease may  be Crown
granted the same as mineral claims.

As the law now stands, companies
only hold the ground under a 20 year
lease, and, after expeunding possibly a
million or more dollars, and having only
worked out a portion’ of the ground,
they may find themselves at the expira-
tion of the lease subservient to the mercy
of an erratic Government.

“Now, if anything will tend to keep
capftal from investing in hydraulic min-
ing in this country il is the absence of
proper title to the ground, so for this
reason alone the law should be changed.
Of course it may be argued that it is
not advisable to permit immense fields
of alluvial ground to be tied by Crown
grants for indefinite periods, but this
can be safeguarded by proper restric-
tions.

‘““‘Another change which T claim should
be made is that individual placer claims
Iying withih the boundary of a lease,
when once abandoned should revert to
the Jease, and not be open for reloca-
tion as at present. This change will
work a hardship on no one. 1 know full
well that this will, meet with certain op-
position, particularly from the class of
so-called miners whe are nothing more
or less than “jumpers,” looking to see
who they can get money from for noth-
ing. If I stake a lease today and if
the Gold Commissioner recommends it,
the Government grauts the same, re-
serving to individual miners who may
own claims within the limits of the
boundary of this lease the right to
work or dispose of such claims as they
se

C of the delegates,
himself regarding the
laws and suggested amend-

e fit.

“Now 1 do not propose to ask the Gov-
ernment to take away the rights of any
one, but I do think when the ownuer
of such a claim finds that he cannot
work his ground so as to make it pay
and accordingly abandons it, that it
should revert to my lease and not be
open for reloeation, possibly years after.
1 consider that the pioneers of, a. new

mining distriet shonld receive every pos- [

sible protection. For this reason leases-
should not be granted until the Gov-
crnment is satisfied that ‘the " ground
could not be werked profitably by indi-

ment in which the question of season no
longer requires to be taken inte
count. 1
ground have of late been opened up, of- sentqtive of the mining interests of the 4 A
fering employment to miners the whole |Droviuce, although a majority of those|o’clock this afternoon, when it will re-
Year round.”

past progress and the present outlook of
the camp. ‘“The determined prosecution
of work on all sides and the energy dis-
played throughout the district proclaims
the approach of a very busy season.
Long-standing litigation over properties

Justice is promptly administered,
interference with another’s rights

“Atlin has reached a stage of develop-

ac-

Very large areas of drifting

NEWS OF THE CREEKS.
The St. Martins Company, on upper

Pine creek, loks forward to a spring
clean-up of exceeding $30,000. This com-
pany of miners now has twenty men at
work, and has the largest dump in the
distriet,
cents to the bucket.

the dirt averaging 30 to 50

Joe Palmer, one of the contestants in

Opposite the mouth of the Gold Run,

feet back from the creek, Loup & Co.
have been taking out 50 cents to the

bucket for some time pacst.

Tim Rayle and partners, working
Boulder creek, and sluicing direct from
the drift, washed 72 ounces last week,
with six men working. Their winter
poke will exceed $30,000. On the same
creek !La Societie Miniere continues to
meet with the phenomenal success which
characterized its late summer hydraulic
operations.

‘The Dominion Trust Company, ILimited.

London corporation owning extensive
interests throughout the province, is ad-
vancing the operating company all the
funds necessary to enlarge the water
supply and continue the development on
a larger scale than heretofore. The in-
crease of capital rendered necessary by
this advance was readily taken up at
London, where Atlin is attracting con-
siderable attentiom, in view of recent de-
velopments. New York capital is follow-
ing suit, having acquired the Ware hy-
draulic property, on upper McKee creek,
paying a good round sum. .

The Otter Creek Hydraulic Company,
Limited, a local company, recently or-
ganized to operate on upper Otter creek,
is actively perfecting plans for an early
start. For the past thirty days four
teams’ have been steadily smployed haul-
ing to the ground piping. fluming and all
materials incidental to hydraulic mining
on a large scale.

The public road built by the govern-
ment to connect this property with the
public road system of the district found
good grades. A colony of drifters now
working a pontion of this property on
winter lays, all find good pay and are
working double, and in one case treble
shifts, piling up dumps, as_the laysy ex-
pire June 15th. By that date the com
pany expects to have the hydraulic plant
in full working order. the flume grading
having been practically completed before
snowfall.

———
L

WINNIPEG'S PROGRESS.

New C. P. R. Hotel and Station Pro-
jected.

‘Winnipeg, Jau. 14.—(Special}—A new
hotel, station and sub-way are projected
by the C. P. R. for this city. The sta-
tion will be erected on the old site, but
the loecation of the hotel is not yet de-
cided upon.

Hon. Mr. Sifton left today for Bran-
don, where he speaks tomorrow evening.

Robert Hall is enentioned as a,candi-
date for the Brandon mayoralty. “
JLikbw B . ——

- sick ; Hepdfiche 'is-*misery, what ' are
Curter's Llat;:g’ iver Pilis If they ovil]l posl-
tively cure it? People who hdve ised them
sTeak frankly of their worth. are
saall and easy to take. =

by its united and persistent effort has se-
cured recoguition from both the federal
and state governments, which has result-
ed in the most favorable and equitable
legislation. It appeared to be the opin-
ion of the meeting that- the miners of

is practically a thing of the past, and |DBritish Columbia had, in the past, wast-
mattens are assuming a normal  condi-
tion.
and
by jumping is fast dying out.

ed their energies in endeavoring to se-
eure sectional advantages, sometimes to
the detriment of their fellow workers,
and that until preconcerted and united
efforts were made, no substantial bene-

ffit would accrue to the mining industry

generally.

The meeting was thoroughly Tepre-

present are engaged in placer and hy-
draulic mining, and this majority, unso-
licited, extended a cordial invitation to
the quartz miners to join with them in
organizing an association 'which cannot
fail to exercise a most important influ-
ence in the future of the mining indus-
try. The actual invested capital rep-
resented at the meeting was consider-
ably over 3,000,000, Atlin delegates
standing for over a million and Cariboo

the ‘Willow Ditch case, has also taken |for nearly two million dollars.
out a large and valuable dump, the bed-

rock pay averaging $1.40 to the pan. ceedings, and the suggestion for the for-

Perfect unanimity marked the pro-

mation of a provincial mining association

on the North bank of Pine, about 150 |was received with enthusiasm.

A GENERAL. INVITATION.
Before adjourning, the

THE DELEGATES.
The following were present:
'W. M. Loveridge,
Pine Creek Power Co., Atlin.

Atlin.

and Victoria Lease, Atlin,

Dredging Co., Atlin.
J. M. Ruffner, Pine 'Creek Power Co

Co. of Cincinnati, Atlin.

R. B. Skinner, Atlin, and
{Creek Gold Mining ICo., Ltd., Atlin.
John I. Deeks,
Pine Creek, Atlin,

Co., Ltd. (bydraulic); Nimrod Syndi
cate, Ltd. (quartz), Atlin.

Co., Ltd., Atlin.

J. Meinecke, Star Exploring & Xiin
ng Co., Summit ICity, Hope Mountain
McKee Creek, of nearly 3% miles, be
sides quartz claims in Atlin district.

A. C. Hirschfeld, ‘Stevendyke Hydrau
lic 'Partnership, Atlin.
lic Co., Ltd., Atlin.

Fred Peters, Arctic Slope Mining Co.
Omineca. '
ing Co., Omineca.

‘W. 'A. Stephenson, Cariboo. :

‘C. Dubois ‘Mason, Societe ‘Miniere d

and The English Counties WHydrauli
Syndicate. Wright Creek, Atlin.

lic Cariboo Mining Co., Litd., and

couver Island free gold propositions.
THE PROCEEDINGS.

Cassiar, secretary of the meeting.

the meeting, which was to sccure th

mept, and the legislatyre .with the.ien

able mining law. G

S

meeting re-
quested the representatives of the press
to extend a cordial invitation to all in-
terested in mining to attend the meet-
ing, which will assemble in the Board of
Trade room this afternoon at 2 o’clock.

representing the|ipn,
E. M. Baynon, Lower Spruce Creek,

‘A. L. Belyea, Pine Creek Power Co.,
W. W. E. (Cameron, British American
and the North Columbia Gold Mining
‘Willow
Eastern Leases on

R. D. Fetherstonhaugh, ‘Atlin Mining

(L. ‘H. Gritiiths, Pine Creek Power

IC. ‘Christopher, Hydraulic ground on

J. H. Brownlee. Otter Creek Hydrau-
. A. Stuart Robertson, Arctic Slope Min-

la ‘Colombie Britannique, Boulder Creek,

J. B. Hobson, Consolidated Hydrau-
orse-
fly Hydraulic Mining 'Co., Litd., Cariboo.

Capt. John Irving, West iCoast of Van-

'Mt. J. B. Hobson was sppointed chair-
man. and James Etables,. M. P. B ;‘gr
Hobson briefly explaindd the object of

of securing 'a:‘more workable and.equit-

Mr. Brownlee also said a few words

of the association had been to adjust
the disputes between capital and labor,
and this so successfully that labor trou-
bles were unknown in California mining
camps.

Mr. Loveridge endorsed Mr. Hobson's
remarks. Speaking from his own ex-
the
state, he might eay that the miners
Mr. Griffith spoke of the riches and
vast extent of the Atlin district, . and
of the disabilities under which the min-
ing {ndustry was suffering in the way
of high freight rates, high wages and
scarcity of  labor, excessive prices, for

in- | supplies and defects in the mining laws.

It should be the object of the associa-
tion to find remedies for these - hard-
ships.

Mr. Ruffner wished it understood that
the object for which the meeting was
convened was mot to secure legislation
for thel benefit of capital or weaithy
companies, but to have such changes
made in the law as would promote the
interests and ~welfare of every m'n r,
poor and rich alike.

Mr. Hobson gave a brief but most ‘-
teresting account of the wonderful de-
velopment of placer mining in Californ's,
which, great as it was, might be discount-
ed were the immense resources of North-
ern British Columbia developed. ‘He had

draulic and deep drift mining country

Again, the |and, in fact, everybody who has an in-[in the world. He was in favor of inv i-
its | terest in the development of-the indus-|ing the co-operation of the qprartz min-

ers of. the proyince ir the ! iosed as-
sociation. 'He pointed out that disteiet
ssary in or-
der to make the' movement general and
powerful when permanent organizativu
| was effected. ‘He suggested that noth-
ing should be done hastily. The busi-
ness was too important to be dealt wich
by a handful of men, and he advised the
committes to formulate 'some definile
plan of district' organization—the em-
ployment of organizers, if necessary—so
that every division of the province
should have fair representation in the
proposed association.
several months to perfect the scheme,
he would favor waiting until they couid
call a provincial ednvention in which no
portion eof the country weould be uurep-
resented.

Mr. Brownlee heartily endorsed Mr.
Hobson’s remarks and munged the im-
portance of united effort and thorough
organization.

The meeting then adjourned till 2

Even _f it took

assemble at the Board of Trade room,
which has been placed at the disposal of
1t)];l)e (llnmmg men by the council of the
board.

i e
MILL MEN MERET.

John gendry Elected President—Van-
couver Conservatives—More Mills.
Vancouver, Jan. 14.—(Special)—The
mill men held a meeting yesterday, when
John Hendry was elected president; E.
A. Heaps, first vice-president; A. E.
Carter, second vice-president, and R. R.
Alexander, secretary. A handsome
Dpresent was made to Mr. W. T. Stein,
the retiring secretary. Committees were
appointed for the lumber mill branch,
the shingle mill branch, the sash and
door branch, box factory branch, and

contractors’ branch.

The annual meeting of the Conserva-
tive Club took place last night. The re-
ports of the officers of the club were
presented anl showed well, particular.y
organization work. The president
and secretary received hearty votes of
thanks. The following officers were
elected: President, Dr. McGuire; vice-
president, H. . Ross; secretary-treas-
urer, A. B. Potteger; ward committees
were also elected.

A .company represented by Capt. Gar:
- |land, has definitely "decided to erect ce-
dar mills. The location will probably be
on False creek. Cedar will be handled
exclusively. . (Cedar Jdumber and posts
will be manufactured as well as cedar
shingles. The capacity of the mills has
not been stated, but it is said they will
not ouly be large, as unlimited capital is
behind the enterprise, but the mills will
be built in such a way as to admit of
expansion. .

Mayor Neelands stated today that it
-| was certainly his intention to, if pos-
~| sible, secure proof leading to the con-
viction of impersonators. He realized
- | the difficulty of doing this after an elec-
tion was over, but at least something
- | might be done to prevent in the future,
as far as possible, a repetition of the
corruption in elections that had taken
place in the past.

The Chinese Reform Association have
received word from the famous reform-
er Leung Chi Tsu that his trip to Van-
couver has been postponed until March
e [néxt. Mr. 'Wong, however, is now an
his way here. Mr. Wong is a very
| wealthy Chinaman, with a mission. He
is appealing to Chinese reformers the
world over for funds to.assist him in
his scheme to establish a large mercan-
tile house, under the auspices of the Re-
form Association. Thie mercantile
house will be' established in Shanghai
and Hongkong. It is likely; if emough
funds can be raised, that & bank will
also be established in connmection with
the mesgantile undertaking. He has ak
ready a very:large'sum subseribed;:and
the, outlook is' so satisfactory that it is

’

cantile establishihent willl B started in
QColuxﬂbia’f vand otlier previnces,
-and, algo o some. dfithe TWHited®States,

\~Jo88s of appetite Iy dn elimept that indl-
cabt:s oﬁh&‘-mh' ‘gre * whrse—Hood's
rsaparilla ‘cures them a&lbi™ wiiy o

d

] A e | probable brané¢hes of‘the mrejected mer-
views 0% ‘the' placer and hydraulic miners
of the province, .and-to present the .con-| British'
cliusions ' arrived: athefore the govern-

away, in which the men were working.
The buildings were utterly wrecked.
With the exception of ome Chinaman,
whose body was recovered in such a con-
dition as to render identificatien possi-
ble, some few fragments of flesh were
all that remained of the victims.
The scene in the neighborhood of the
wqorks bears terrible evidence of the
force of the explosion. ;
An execavation six feet- deep marks
the spot where the buildings stood. The
railway track near by was torn up and
two rails twisted like corkscrews
around the trunks of trees. Oune large
tree was cut off fifteen feet above
ground. Ih a building four hundred feet
away George Preston was engaged in
the most dangerous process of all, in
the mixing room. The doors and win-
dows around him were blown in, and
one side of the building was wrecked
He himself was flung on the machinery,
but to allow work to stop, however,
at the stage which it had been reached
meant a third disaster, and with the
greatest coolness and courage he stayed
at his post and kept the machinery going
until his task was completed.
‘I'wo men inside another building near
by had a very narrow escape. The
walls were blown in and timbers fell,
but they were uninjured.
The cause of the explosion can wonly
be surmised. The company was very
busy with a large order of gelignite for
Texada and other mines, Fulford, asu-
ally employed in the dynamite room, had
left his regular work, and was. tempor-
arily assisting Simonetti.” They - and
ten Chinamen are supposed to have been
busy in the gelignite room when one of
them went to-the guncottqn room = to
weigh out some guncotton. ™Then the
accident happened, but of the direct
cause nothing is known,
The concussion was felt as far as
Parksville and Ladysmith. In Nanaimo
the roar of the explosion was terrify-
ing. ‘All over the city glass in windows
facing the North crashed into frag-
ments. Buildings shook and people rush-
ed into the streets®fearing disaster had
occurred in the mines.
‘George Simonetti had been in the em-
ploy of the company for five years: At
the time of the last explosion he had a
narrow escape, as he was but a few
yards from the building when the ac-
cident which cost the late James Sloan
his life oecurred.
James Fulford came here from Brock-
ville, Ont., a year ago, and was joined by
his wife and three children just before
Christmas. - Fragments of limbs sup-
posed to be parts of either Fulford’s or
Simonetti’s body, have been found.
The damage done to the building and
machinery is estimated at about $3,000.
The loss of material cannot be estimat-
ed until stock is taken, but it is believed
that a large quantity of both guncotton
and gelignite is destroyed.
Only two other fatal accidents have
occurred in the history of the works,
which have been operated here about 16
years. The first was in the spring of
1896, when a wagon loaded with nitro-
glycerine exploded, killing the driver.
The other was on December 13, 1902,
scarcely more than a month ago, when
g}e mixing room went up, killing James
oan.

MINER KILLED
BY ROCK FALL

Moses Jackson Crushed to
Death in the Venus, Near
Nelson. )

From Our Own Correspondent.

Nelson, B. C., Jan. 14.—Moses Jack-
son, a miner employed at the Venus
mine about two miles from Nelson on
Morning Mountain, died last night as a
result of injuries received in a stope
of the mine.

Jackson was working with the other
men in the stope wheu a large slab of
rock tell across him crushing him se-
verely. The rock was lifted from him
quickly, but he died within half an
hour afterwards. He leaves a wife and
ive small  children in Nelson, = The
Loyal Orange order, of which he was a
member will take charge of the funeral,
which will be held on ¥riday afterneen.
. The wife is -utterly prostrated by the
occurrence.

AR SO QY SN
LONDON POISONER.
| Accused of Murdering Three

Women.

Man

ndon, Jan. 14.—A circumstantial
stgg has beer published here purport-
ing to_detail the life of George Chap-
man, the Southwark saloon-keeper (who
is charged with the myrder of three
women by poisoning in different parts
of \London) from his birth on a farm
in Michigan to the year 1895 The testi-
mony of a number of witnesses in court
today entirely disproved the statements
made. Tn the course of. the day’s evi-
dence another woman testified to hav-
‘ing. received powders from Chapman,
which, howeyer, -she . burhed,
ey~ L] 37 3

G g
" MORE IMMIGRANTS.

" ‘Halifax, Jan. 14—(Speeial)—The mail
'st'gme: Norinthian; which reached: port
early this morhing, had a’ tempestuous
voyage. In additien to“a fair list' of
enbin passengers, she brought ~~0-in the

| political life is worth to oppose the popu-

el R T i
CABINET IN SESSION.

—_— !
Ministry at Ottawa Considering the Es-
timates.

QOttawa, Jan. 12.—(Special)—The cab-
inet had a short session today, comsider-
ing the estimates. Two commitfees
‘the Comrmons +will have to select new
chairmen at the coming session. Mr.,
Flint, now clerk, was chairman of the
standing orders, and Mr. Legris, who
goes to the Senate, was chairman of, the
agricultural committee.

U. 8. Coal Bill |
Has Pzassed

S8enate and House Both Pro-
nounce in Favor of the
Measure.

Only Five of the Representatives
Cast Votes Against
: It.

'Washington, Jan. 14—The bill report-
ed from the ways and niepns conunuttee |
yesterday, to provide for a rebate of tuey
duties on foreign coal for a period of onel
year, was passed in short ovder by the
House today by practically a unanimous
vote of 258 to b, those voting against be-
ing Messrs. Cushman and Jounes, = of
Washington; Jaines, of West Virginia;
Mondell, of Wyoming, and Patterson, of
Pennsylvania, all Republicans,
The bill was considered under the op-
eration of a rule which cut off an op-
portunity té amend. The opposition to
the measure came from some of the
members representing coal, states, “:110
expressed the fear that the admission
of coal mined in Canada by -Chinese
would injure the coal industry in their
states. Both Mr. Dalzell, of Pennsyl-
vania, and Mr. Payné, of New York, t.he
Republican, leaders, expressed the opin-
ion on the floor that the bill would not
relieve the existing distress. They said
it would satisfy the public demand for
action and show the disposition of Con-
gress to do what it would with the de-
mands. Although they all su.pportejd
the bill, they took the view that it did
not go far enough, saying that . coal
should go on the free list, and when the
bill came from tg Sepate with a pro-
vision 'which virt®ally placed anthracite
coal on the free list, they applauded
vigorously. ‘Mr. Dalzell, in the course
of his remarks, said that there was prac-
tically no anthracite coal in the world,
except that in the United States and a
little in China. When a message from
the Senate announced the passage of the
rebate bill, with an amendment, Mr.
Payne (New York) moved to concur in
the amendment. The amendment was
adopted without division, thus passing
the bill. . t
Washington, Jan. 14.—The Senate
took up the coal duty bill and passed it
as soon as it.was received from the
House. A committee amendment was
adopted by the Senate, adding a section
to prevent the imposition of a duty oa
anthracite coal after the expiration of
the time provided for in the bill, grant-
ing a rebate on all coal.

Referring to the measure, the Seattle
P.-1.’s Washington despatch says, re-
garding Canadian coal:

“An agreement of the ways and means
committee of the House by which coal
will be put on the free list, aims a seri-
ous blow at the coal mining industry of
the state of Washington, and, as many
persons believe, will be of no benefit on
the Atlantic coast, where the coal fam-
ine exists. It was first proposed to have
the rebate of duties apply only o the
Atlantic ports, but the ‘measure finally
adopted by the: ways and means com-
mittee, and as it will almost certainly
be passed by €ongress, applies to all
parts of the country.

‘““The effect of the bill is to remove the
duty of G7 per cent. on coal, thus per-
mitting Nanaimo coal to come into free
competition with Washington coal and
with California oil. The Pacific Coast
delegations do not like this at all, but
they say a coal stampede is on, and
that it would be as much as a man’s

lar demand for the removal of the duty

on coal during the present stringency in

the East. No opposition will therefore

be made by the Pacific Coast representa-

tives to the bill. _At least they will not

&go to the extent of voting against it.”
e g e ot

THE AGE OF BRAIN WORK.

“In these days, half our disease come
from the neglect of the body in the over-
work of the brain. In this rallway age the
wear and tear of labor and intellect go on
without pause or self-pity. We live longer
than our forefathers, but we &iffer more.
They fatigued only the muscles, we exhaust
the finer strength of the nerves.” Dr.
Chase’s Nerve Food is the greatest medieine
of this age because it is best suited to ihe
needs of the present day. It restores and
revitalises waste nerve cells and makes the
pale, 'weak ' and “‘exhausted

strong and
"walthy apd vigorous.

“‘Dear: father, ;e are all well and happy.

The baby has g ever o much, and hasg,

ave. - -thes
Iﬂyﬂ'daugb‘m; Mollie, ¥

of his retirement were shown to the
Premier, he smiled and said it was in-
teresting to mnotice how anxious some
people were to get him out of the way.
However, as he felt much better now
than six months ago, he was afraid they
would be disappointed. “When shown
the Toronto 'World despatch, Sir Wil-
frid lawghed heartily and said he was
good for one more parliament at least.
The Imperial Bank has purchased
.from Redpath estate for $77,000 the site
at the corner of McGill street and Vie-
toria Square, formerly occupied by
Thomas May & Co.

Ottawa, Jan. 12.—(Special)—A: bulie-
tin at the ‘Inland Revenue Department
shows that many unfermented grape-
juices now on market have salycilic acid-
added to them contrary to law. :
The Department of Railways an-
nounces that he Intercolomial reports for
the past sin months show an increase of
$376,000.

The public schoois of Ottawa today
commenced to iy the Dominion flag as-
a daily practice while the schools are in:
session.

Winnipeg, Jan. 12.—(Special)—Gener--
al Superintendent Marpole of the Pacific
division of the . P. R. was here todayr
en route East. -

Hen. Clifford Sifton
from St, Paul.

St. John, N. B., Jan. 12.—(Special)—
William Friars, of Point Duchene, N.B.,.
aged 20 years, was burned to death, his:
sister-in-iaw, Mrs. J. D. Friar, and her
sister were eeverely injured in a fire
avhich destroyed.the premises of J. D.
Friar at Waterford; on Sunday night.
Windsor. Ont., Jan. 12.—Mrs. Belsom,
wife of William Belsom, engineer of the
ferry steamer Lansdowne, was burned
to death on Saturday night. She was
carrying a lighted lamp in descending the
stairs when she slipped, the oil from
which saturated her clothing and ignited..
London, Ont., Jan. 12.—Coal is sell-
ing at $12 per ton. Knox church ser-
vices yesterday were held in the school
room, -there being no coal for the church.
The First Methodist church week night
services for the coming week ure can-
celed for the same reason.

COLLISION AT FUNERAL.
Freight Train Strikes Sleighs and With
Fatal Effect.

Batavia, N. Y., Jan. 12.—A freight
train on the Canadagua branch of the
New York Central dashed into a sleigh
containing fiye persons at a grade cross-
ing a short distance East of Stafford
this afternoon. Of the five occupants of
the sleigh, one received injuries that
caused death, a few hours later. Two
others were so seriously injured that
itheir death is momentarily expected, and
two were seriously injured. They are
all members of the family of L. J. Mott.
A second sleigh, which was following
close behind Mott’s was overthrown by
being brought to a sudden stop to es-
cape running into the train. Fo_ux: per-
sons in the second sleigh were injured.
The two sleighs were part of a fune.ra‘l
procession. A severe storm was raging
at the time.

CREAMERY FOR
NANAIMO

arrived today

Move By Farmers of District
For Co-operative Butter
Factory.

From Our Own Correspondent. - '
Nanaimg, B. C., Jan, 12—It is quite
Ijsely that a creamery will be estab-
lished in Nanaimo in the near future!
A1l enthusiastic meeting of the farmers
of the surrounding district was held on
Saturday, at which it developed that
there were over 300 cows available in
the farms in the immediate mneighbor-
hood of the city, and as the present cost
of producing butter is 11 or 12 cents
per pound, while the creamery can do
the work for 3, and creamery  butter
brings five cents more than dairy butter,
there i8 every prospect of the scheme
meeting with the same success as I
other parts of the Island. On behalB
of the Agricultural society, President
Cocking assured the farmers of the
hearty co-operation of that body. A
strong committee was formed to obtain
further information. Officers ' of the
Nanaimo Farmers’ Iustitute were elect-
ed as follows: President, J. Randle;
vice-president, J, Stewart: secretary-
treasurer, D. Blood; directors, Messrs.
Gray, Cockrane, Kenyon, Guxmmgham,
Piilar and Rev. G, Taylor. o
The local miners are determihéd to
have a co-operative store, ‘The projeet.
which has heen under consideration for
some time, took definite gshape Saturday.
when the Nanaimo Ce-operative socxetg_;
ilmited, was formed, with shares at $25
each, and a committee appointed te
solicit subscriptions for stock. Iv is
probable that a business already estab-
}ished will be taken over. iy
Twenty representatives of families in-
tending to meve to the Northwest mek
on Saturday and discussed the question
of transportation for themselyes, and
effects, with a representative of the Cu
P. R., who assured them of favorable
terms being guaranteed as s00m as the -
officials were given the necessary data ©
as to what was required, so that they
could figure on the proposition. Mr.

a ‘great _deal mere sense .than he used to,
: A same ~of you,'- L, remain.
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Ralph:Smith, M. P., has taken an active ”
phrz) in sécn'rﬁg, cohcessions. from the
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