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T, vent-on, .no doubt with '
the inteution: of makinga '
* and’ captaring the whole réebel force, in the
_samé way as the Irishman “surrounded and

ank ‘no'v'ement

captured his six enemies; . The manwmuvre,
it would appear, did not succeed ; for we find
Prim, after leaving the town, coming back to
it. Another general, Zsbala, 'has also been
in pursuit of the rebels, but by some strange
coincidence he and Prim resembls the two
parallel lines that never touch each other. A
dozen different accounts tell us of the close

. - approach of the two armiies, of the certainty
- of Prim being destroyed, but the collision

never takes place, and the rebel force conx
tinually evades annihilation. In one instance
itappears a battle was nearly oceurring, but

- Prim 'ungenerously, as the correspondent of

one of the London papers has it, destroyed a
bridge over which Zabala had to pass, and
the fight did not come oft. - Zabala was very
indignant at this, and even more so at baving
“lost the run ” of his opponent.  While he
was thus,” says the correspondent in question,
casting about for information, indulging in
surmises; and grumbling at the disappear~

- ance of the bridge of Fuentedeuefia, word was

sent him next day by General 0’Donnell that
the- rebels had passed that morning at five
o’clock by Villalobos, in a different direction;
whereupon Zabala wrote to say that he was
preparing to follow them by railroad, sternly
resolved not to rest until he had overtaken
them. Up to the 7th it does not appear that
Zebala had destroyed any one, or anything
—either rebels or bridges.” Then, again,
another oelebrated general, the Military
Governor of Zamora was completely hood-
winked by Prim. Just as the Military

] ': Governor and his army had got within fight~

ing distanee of the rebels the latter retreated
to a line of rallway and disappeared in a fog

- Such is the descriptioa of the great insurreo-
~ tion that is shaking Spain to its centre,
 giving birth to the most horrible rumors that

the Court Physician has attempted te poison
the Queen, and that Geperal O’Donpell is
plotting her abdication. !

It is more gratifying, if not so amusing, to

tura from the domestic broils of Spain to one
. Teature in her foreign policy—the abrogation

of the slave trade. This abrogation, how-

. ever, the London Times tells us was not a'
‘spontaneous offering  to liberty or humanity
i+ but & work ofnecessity. The slave trade

; bad ceased to pay ang Spain was only sus~
- $dining & bad reputation without receiving

‘any benefit. The African coast now, thanks
“"to the vigilance of the English squadron is

its uohealthy and

_vernment would have acted

English people now demand is ‘that:
shall carry oat her rece

sincerity, so as. 1o allow it
stationed ‘along the’

-

: 8T,
hinking that the Go-
judiciously :had
they placed on the estimates a fow thousand
dollars for the further exploration of the
British possessions in this part of the world.
One would naturally infer that even . the

Government have lost faith in the mineral
‘resources of the colony, or they would have |
‘| carried out the motto “ If at once you don’t

succeed, try, try, again.” And if it is not
too late fo take the matter into considera-
tion, I would beg' to suggest that it be done
at once as, the proper season of the ‘year is
close upon us for prospecting.

It cannot be denied that we have a fine
field open before us at the present moment ;
we have in conjunction with the adjoiniog
colony a seaboard of, I should think, consid
erably over two thousand miles including
arms and inlets, very little of which has
been minutely examined.

It is true vessels have sailed along the
coast, and perhaps some have circumnaviga-
ted the Island, but how few have gone near
enough to distinguish one kind of rock from
another; many otbers have not the ability
to classify the rock they have seen, others
have not been inquisitive enough to notice
them, and none have given them the atten-
tion they should have done.

The sea coast, arms and inlets present far
greater facilities for prospecting than any
other means with which we are acquainted.
The rocks, for instance, are bare and clean,

.and when those sought for are fuund, can

readily be traced or followed inland ; pro-
visions, tools, etc., are easily transported and
communication open with the outside world.

It may be objected to by some that we do
not want gold in the rock, but in alluvial de-
posits in the form of nuggets or dust, as it is
8o difficult and expensive to separate. To
this objection I wounld state, that if you find
it in the matrix you will find it in particles
or dust at a shorter er greater distance, and
which will be found principally to depend,
80 far as 1 am able to judge from experience
and reason, upon the pature of  the "ground
over which it has passed. whether it is smooth
or rugged, steep or flat, hard or soft, and the

force applied te put or keeE it in motion.
a

But I have always found that the farther 1t
has been carried from the matrix the lighter
the particles have become, and this I attrie
bute to abrasion or friction from its baving
eome in contact with other bodies, or other
bodies ‘with it. Great faith is placed in the
Big Bend distriet, and I trust it will turn omt
as well as expected, but why should we not bave
half-a~dozen such places as Big Bend is
hoped to be. 'We have certainly sufficient
territory to contain them, and they are cer-
tainly ‘not to be found unless sought after?
Many who would go prospectiog have not
the means at their disposal. I therefore
thigk it woald be wise on the part of the
colony to send out as soon as possible two or
three parties of say six men in each party,
two or three of whom should be experienced
miners baving some knowledge of geology ;
the others men who can work the vessels
whether canoe, boat or schooner, and speak
Siwash wok wah. The canoes or boafs

: should be sent by steamer to the points of

man’ beings, and, it.is said, quite | the s
gitimate trade is springiog up.élong :the | Area
st. All that the English Government and®

outward trip, but will be
carried in another vessel till it is needed.
Three vessels inelading'the Great Eastern,
will'be provided with grappling “appara-
tus. - . i
Latest advices from Liverpool say, the
ramored resignation of Earl Russell is
denied. Sl

The Fenian Excitement.

‘Cricaco, March 12—The most extrav-
agant reports continue to prevail as to the
extedt of Fenian preparations for an
attack on Canadian soil. = Gen. Sweeney
has 25,000 men ir regolar military organ-
ization and ready to move, with immense
supplies stored at Burlington, Ogdensburg
Plattsburg and Sandusky. These reports
however, are not seriously regarded. in
Canada; they only occasion smiles. on
this side, at the expense of our provincial
neighbors. The commander in chief of
the Canadian forces publishes a congratu-
latory order on the loyal spirit manifested
1n the in answer to the call for volunteers,

and says the Government will make pro-.

vision for the protection of life and
property of the inbabitants of the Pro-
vince against the piratical attacks of law-
less men who use the territory of a neigh-
boring power for the purpose of openly
organizing these expeditions. :
Cricago, March 13.—A Canadian
correspondent gives a plansible theory for
the military hubbub, asserting that it is
(not ?) based on real sense of danger, but
is managed so that opposition may be
silenced and the Confederation scheme
carried next month in Parliament. The
alarm being sounded so soon after the
meeting of the Governors in Montreal, is
significant. It is believed that the whole
thing is for political purposes, ‘and is
hourly taking hold of the public. If
this is their object it will, in all probability

be successful, for all parties seem to have.

forgotten their differences and united for
defence.

Cr10a66.—Major Wynkoop’s mission to

the hostile Indians has proved an entire

success. He has succeeded in getting
them all below the Arkansas river, and
procured from their chiefs and head men
agreements to abide by the provisions of
the treaty of October last, putting an end
to all Indian troubles, and making travcl
across the plains safe.

Eastern News.

WasmiNgroN, March 10.—The Senate
Committee on the Pacific Railroad have

reported a Bill granting lands to the

Levenworth, Lawrence, St. Gibson and
Galveston Rail Road and Telegraph Co.
for 200 feet on each side of the road and
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A The ra
fare have been pnt downto a low figh
on both lines.’
America are sold : First cabin, outside
rooms, $125 ; do,, inside rooms: $100 ;.

second c. bin, $955 steerage 8$35.  The

following are the rates by the  Golden
Age ; First cabin, outside rooms, $210 '
do., inside rooms, $157:25 ; second cabin,
$80 ; steerage, $45:15.

Samue! P. Harker died suddenly of
beart disease, at the Lick House, at half-
past one p. m,, to-day. He was postmas-
ter under President Lincoln until the ap-
pointment of Mr, Perkins.

Goldin New York yesterday, the
13th instant, is reported by private dis-
patches, lo have sold at 124}, tho' fluct-
uating. Sterling Exchange, best bankers’
bills, 108}.  Legal Tenders to-day a
shade firmer. Brokers buying at 761 and
selling at 77,

Special Dispatch to the ¢ Colonist,”
EASTERN NEWS.

Bosron, March 14—Jared Sparks, the hig«
torian and ex~President of Harvard College,
died at Cambridge this morning of pneus
monia.

New Yorg, March 14—Seno.r Mackenna,

Chilean Agent, and Steven Chinca, Chilean:

Consul, charged with attempted violation of
the neutrality laws, were held to bail to-day
in the sum of $50,000 each in the U. S.
Circuit Court. '

CENTRAL AMERICA.,

TEE PANAMA AND AUSTRALIA STEAMSHIP
LiNg — NEw ' GrEnaADpA Gorp MiNgs—
Sr1ZzURE oF THE StEaMER UncLE Sau.
By the steamer Golden Age we have Cen-

tral American dates to March 1st.

The Panama Herald says the engineer ens
trusted with the survey of the passage sup-
posed to exist between the Tagus and the
Otroti rivers with a view to opening an
interoceanic communication has returned and
been quite successful.

The Jine of steamers between Panama and
Australis will commence running in June
next,

Three bundred persons, mostly Californians,
lelt Panama on February 13th for the New
Grenada miunes.

Panama hes been considerably excited
over the alleged fitting out of the steamer
Uncle Sam as a supply ship for the Spanish
fleat, ~The vessel was recently sold by the
P. M.8. Company to J. 8. Herman & Co.,
who loaded her with provisions, &c. Her

;application for a clearance was denied. Sub-

sequently un armed force took possession of
her by order of the President of the State;
but oo the 23d Febroary she was releascd, at
the instance of the U* S. Consul, but placed
under bonds not to leave her anchorage.
The owners entcred a protest, and finally on
their giving 'a pledge that neither her nor

. The road must “be'
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eolumns i fulm

IRRECONCILABLE--Oar contemporary the
Columbian is unneighborly, It invariably
ingerts a paragraph which it keeps in type
for the express purpose, announcing the ara
rival of the Enterprise last evéning from
Victoria without bringin

of notice., It can find room at the same

time for the splenetic concoetions of any
illnatured ¢« Stumpite”
injure this place, without having the sensg
to perceive that the effect intended, namely,
“to keep people away from. the colony” if
it had any weight abroad, would be a prow
portionate injury to British Columbia. Dey
spite the stereotyped phrase  however to
which we have alluded, it is a fact patent to
all readers of that journal that. two-thirds of
the “thunder” to ‘be found in its leader
) inated to destroy if possible
the thunderbolts forged by the Jovean Pressg
of Victoria, It asserts on one side of the
sheet that the Victoria papers . are destitute
of anything of iaterest te British Colum~
bians and on the other finds it necessary to
devote leaders of a column
length to the topics they discuss.

g any news worthy

who may seek to

and a half in

‘a corvoleulor in the

of the terrestrium aqua
then 'beeome a mass of deodorumised specug
' of sermoculm light,
seen when it is visible.”

Tax Avrora BoreaLis Exr.x.Amnn-—Much
has been said of late regarding the beauties
of the Aurora Borealis. The Dalles people
were one night last week treated to s fine
view of the phenomenon, and the press of
the Bay is exstasised over what has been
seen in the same line at San Francisco. Ap
editor in Illinois thus describes the origin of
this celestial phenomenon : © When molofye
gistic témperature of the horizon s such as
to oaloricize the impurient indentation of
the hemispheric analogy, the cohesion of the
borax curbistus becomes surcharged. with
infinitesimals, which are thereby deprived of
their fissural disquisitions.
rapid change is prodused in the thorambumpw
tel of the gyasticutis

This effected, a

lerinm, which causes
exagonal antipathies
verueli. The clouds

which can only bg
— Oregonian,

e




