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CITY MERCHANTS STATE 
BUSINESS IS SHOWING 

STEADY IMPROVEMENT

FLOWER BANDITS 
USE AUTOMOBILE 
TO STEAL PLANTS

LAMBETH SCHOOL
TO BE VISITED 

BŸ BARON BYNG
Look For Brighter Future in Dominion Trade—Believe Much Is 

Dependent on Western Crop—Volume of Business in 
Many Instances Surpasses That of Last

• . Year—Expect It Will Be Quiet
During Summer.

Vandals Reported at Work in 
Residential Sections of 

the City.

Governor-General Will In­
spect Farming Communities 
of This District Tomorrow.

FINE FERNS TAKEN IS TOURING ONTARIO

South London Householder 
Loses Large and Valuable 

Specimens.

Expected To Arrive at Noon 
To Learn Something About 

Rural Conditions.

RECENT FINE WEATHER PROVES GREAT BOON

Business conditions in and around 
London, while not breaking any 
records, are nevertheless good, ac­
cording to several prominent local 
wholesalers and bankers, interviewed 
by The Advertiser this morning.

In the opinion of all, the situation 
today is much better than a year ago. 
and the bottom has been reached and 
passed safely.

Although they state that there will 
not be a return to the old boom days, 
they are sure that business will 
gradually improve. The outlook for 
the coming season is bright, and al­
though much is dependent on the 
success of the western crop and the 
prices obtained by the farmer for his 
product, al! feel certain that there is 
no cause for worry or pessimism. In 
many cases the volume of business 
done is well up to the average of a 
year ago. and in some cases better. 
The bankers find collections a little 
slow, but notwithstanding this, are 
optimistic as to the future.

Business Improving.
F. C. Field, manager of the Bank 

of Toronto, declared that business 
has shown some improvement in the 
last month, although collections, par- 
ticularly in Western Canada are slow. 
The crux of the whole situation as he 
saw it, was the necessity for the 
farmer getting a good price for good 
crops. When this became an accom­
plished fact, business conditions all 
over the country would react to it and 
the result would he a much improved 
situation. although business would 
never boom as in the pre-war or war 
days. A good steady trade would re- 
suit, which would continue and nor 
suffer breaks, as did the booms. The 
high price of labor, in many cases not 
efficient, was the main reason that 
prices were kept high. Taking every­
thing into consideration, however, 
conditions were fair, and prospects 
for the fall good, judging from crop 
reports, and if the crop that was ex­
pected materialized, with accompany­
ing good prices, next winter would 
see a much-improved business Can­
ada.

"We don’t expect business to be 
very good," declared William Turn- 
bull, manager of the Adams whole­
sale grocery company, "until the price 
of farm products is on a parity with

the price of manufactured goods and 
railway freights.

Quiet But Steady.
"Business has been rather quiet, 

hut steady. The trade of next fall, 
however, will depend on the size and 
quality of the farm crops and the 
price they bring. We expect it to be 
quiet during the summer, but if the 
crop lives up to expectations there is 
no doubt bur. that a marked improve­
ment will take place. The volume of 
business which we are doing at pres­
ent is almost identical with that of a 
year ago.

"With reference to the increase in 
prices of several commodities during 
the past few weeks. I might say that 
this advance has not benefited Can­
ada or Canadians in the least, as all 
the articles and products which in­
creased were grown in the United 
States, and to them went the benefit.

"There is, however, no reason for a 
further increase, and we do not ex­
pect one. Business, as a whole, is 
slowly and surely getting on a firmer 
basis now that the speculative period 
of the war and after has passed. 1 
do not think there is any doubt but 
that the general outlook is good."

Optimistic Future.
Samuel J. Draper, vice-president of 

Smallman & Ingram, Limited, is very 
optimistic as to the future. Business 
has been steady and well up to the 
average in all lines. In April, the in­
clement weather affected it somewhat, 
but with the advent of May and fine 
days, business has increased appre­
ciably. The volume of business 
transacted, month for month with 
1922, with the exception of January 
and February, has been almost the 
same, while in the first two months it 
was much better. The outlook is 
good, and there was no reason for 
thinking otherwise. Preparations arc 
being made for a good summer and 
fall season, which, without doubt, 
will be experienced, he stated.

A representative of the London 
Shoe Company also expressed the 
opinion that the remainder of the 
year would see a much better busi­
ness situation develop. In the last 
six weeks the volume of trade trans­
acted has been much ahead of the 
first of the year, and to judge from 
present indications this will continue. 
There was no need for pessimism, as 
conditions were of a nature to war­
rant only optimistic expressions of 
the future, she declared.

■The latest and newest form of 
theft in London is stealing flowers, 
pots, jardinieres and all. For some 
time past, especially in - London 
South, residents have "been missing 
their best flowers, and not only 
flowers, but whole plants. No one 
has yet seen the thieves at work, but 
last night a well-known South Lon- 
doner retired for the night leaving 
the flower box on the veranda, and 
one or two very fine ferns in pots.

When they came down to break- 
fast in the morning the ferns had 
disappeared They had heard no 
noise in the night, yet both the 
plants were large and too heavy for 
one man to carry, and it is the opin­
ion of the householders that a car 
must have been used by the flower 
bandits.

It is reported that the thieving has 
been going on for some time in dif­
ferent parts of the city. Sometimes 
it's a case of the flowers being dug 
up and carried away. One man had 
several feet of extra choice turf re- 
moved. Another man. with a hot- 
house. missed several young plants 
that had been in the frame. Last 
night saw the wholesale removal of 
the ferns.

Perhaps next week some bad bold 
man, with a penchant for filling his 
car with someone else's garden, will 
bring a truck along and proceed to 
do the thing systematically by begin­
ning at the sidewalk and working 
back to the end of the lot. Mean- 
while it behooves all flower loversI 
who cherish their pets to keep them 
in the house at nights, or tie the bull- 
dog to the flower box.

Governor-General Baron Byng of 
Vimy will visit Middlesex tomorrow. 
Baron Byng is touring the rural dis. 
tricts of Ontario to obtain a. first. 
band knowledge of actual farming 
conditions in the province.

I

He will arrive in Woodstock • • y
tomorrow morning where he wi!

nmet by Col. Robert McEwen of B
and will motor from
Lambeth school, where

Woodstock to 
be is expet rd

to arrive at 12 o'clock. During tie 
drive from Woodstock to Lambeth tie- 
party will stop at several farms with 
the idea of making inquiries as 
conditions under which the farmers 
find their business. The children at 
Lambeth school will be arrayed 
their best to receive Canada's govere 
nor-general when he arrives to ine 
spect their school.
From Lambeth the party will motor to Col. McEwen’s farm at Byron, 
where lunch win be awaiting them. 
After lunch 101 McEwen will show 
Baron Byng his farm and stock and 
the governor-general will return to 
Brantford late, in the afternoon. The 
visit is understood to be purely in- 
formal a nd no official appearance of 
Bar on Byng in London is expected.

BILLY TEAMS IS MIGHTY FINE BABY.
Billy Teams, 14 months old. awarded second prize at the baby ehow in 

connection with the Boys' Hobby Fair. Billy was photographed by The 
Advertiser staff photographer. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Teams, 35 
Emery street. Mrs. Teams is shown wearing the smile of satisfaction over 
the physical perfection of her small son.

"SEE HIM SMILING."
Nearly the youngest of the lot. but nevertheless a prizewinner. Baby 

Howard Foxworthy, seven and a half months old, winner of the third prize 
in the Hobby Fair baby show Saturday afternoon, photographed by The 
Advertiser staff photographer. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Fox- 
worthy, 273 William street.

Aged St. Thomas Merchant 
Suffocates Self In -Oven

Geddes’ Stomach Weakens 
From American Dinners COUNCIL TO CONSIDER 

CMC EMPLOYEES’ PAYFearing He Would Have To Have Foot Amputated, Thomas 
Ward Takes His Own Life.

British Ambassador May Resign Owing to Effects on Digestion 
of So Many Elaborate Luncheons.

Special to The Advertiser.
St, Thomas. May 28.—Leaving a 

pitiful little note in which he ex­
plained that he was getting to be an 
old man. and could not bear the 
thought of having one of his feet, 
which was diseased. amputated, 
Thomas Ward, a dealer in second- 
hand furniture on West Talbot street, 
committed suicide last evening by 
crawling into the oven of the cook 
stove in his apartment at the. rear

of his store, and turning on the gas.
His body was discovered in that 

position by his son. Thomas Ward. 
Jr., about ten o'clock. The note lay 
on the table near the stove., the pen­
cil with which the unfortunate man 
scrawled the farewell message beside 
it.

In the note he told of leaving all 
his property to his son. and advised 
him to lead an honorable life and 
always pay his debts.

Associated Press Despatch.
New York. May 28.—A special des­

patch to The Tribute from Washing- 
on declares that close friends of 
Ambassador Geddes believe the 
winding up of the British debt nego­
tiations will mark the end of Sir 
Auckland’s service in the United 
States. The report from London that 
Prime Minister Baldwin had offered 
the Washington post to Austen 
Chamberlain: therefore, caused no 
surprise in the United States capi­
tal. the correspondent says.

The Tribune states it is declared 
by the ambassadors friends that for 
more than a year Sir Auckland has 
been pressing the British foreign 
office to relieve him of his assign-

Salary List To Be Dealt With 
at Meeting Tomorrow 

Night.

from Lady Geddes and himself. An- 
other reason ascribed by his friends 
is that Str Auckland, being one of 
the prize lions of Washington so- 
ciety, has been forced to eat so many i 
elaborate luncheons and dinners that 
his health has been undermined.

"Almost always," a friend is quot­
ed as saying, "he is the guest of 
honor at such dinners, which means 
that he will sit at the hostess’ right. 
The women mean rhe best in the

OLD LONDON BUSINESSMEN 
ARE NOT PATRONIZING ART

• London, May 28.—Of the 1.100 pic­
tures hung at this year's academy, it 
is said that only 100 have so far been 
sold, most of these realizing between 
ten and twenty pounds.

The only reasons suggested for this 
lack of support on the part of the 
public are the absence of a larger 
cut in income tax and the fact that 
businessmen are waiting for extra 
money before patronizing art.

Another subject of vital interest- 
and importance—claims the atten­
tion of Mayor Wenige and city coun­
cillors at a special informal session 
tomorrow night.world when they watch to see 

set They propose to tackle the city’s 
before him. but the ambassador has | wage and salary list —in accordance 
thought more about the diplomatic with the mayor's inaugural address 
requirements of his position than of I Just 13 h 1 1 1 1 JUST mat the outcome will hehis stomach, and I really believe: 111 be 15

' highly problematical. Only one thing 
is certain—there will be no reduc- 
tions. Mayor Wenige promised that

MUSSOLINI TO MAKE BID 
FOR UNITED STATES HELP

A IONS OF MINERS whether he is enjoy ing the food

ON STRIKE RUHR Associated Press Despatch.
London. May 28.—The diplomatic 

correspondent of the Daily Telegraph 
learns that Premier Mussolini of Italy 
is to make a statement of his views 
as to Italy's debt to the United States, 
in which he will come forward with 
a final bid for the full and active 
co-operation of the United States in 
the political and economic reconstruc­
tion Of Europe.

another year or two of it would kill 
him.

"The British ambassador, sitting at 
his hostess’ right, cannot refuse whatG. T. R. STOCKHOLDERS USTERS DENOUNCE ment, and permit him to return

his 
am-

home. One reason given for 
reported desire tn resign the before and after election

is before him. Indeed, he is compelled erous occasions99 But Report to Newspaper Re- SWATS BEE. LOSES “FLIVVER." 
Special to The Advertiser.

New York. May 28.—A big bumble- 
bee buzzed over the head of Mike 
Jacobs while he was out driving his 
"flivver." Mike took a swat. Good- 
bye, flivver. It struck a pillar and 
was completely wrecked.

upon num-

REGISTER PROTESTS “ARTICLES OP FA bassadorship is his wish to, have his 
children brought up as English boys 
and girls without being separatedgarding Number Probably 

Exaggerated.
to eat heartily, and sacrifice his 
stomach for his country!" Certain increases are assured, how 

ever As an instance. Assessment 
Commissioner Harry Bennett 
members of the staff are slated 1 
elevated • remuneration, retroactie 
to May 1.RUSS CREW STRIKES

ON AMERICAN VESSEL
EMPI YMENT BETTERAttack Discontinuing Publica­

tion of Separate Grand 
Trunk Traffic Figures.

Presbyterian Assembly’s Action 
Declared Impertinent 

and Arrogant.

Associated Press Despatch.
Berlin. May 28,—Two million min­

ers and tens of thousands of metal 
workers are now on strike in the 
Ruhr, according to a special despatch 
to the Vossische Zeitung. Although 
these figures are probably grossly 
over-estimated, it is believed that 
undoubtedly every mine center in the 
Ruhr is idle as a result of tactics of 
the communists who are visiting the 
pits and forcibly ejecting the work­
ers.

A vote taken in the Bochum dis­
trict showed that a majority of the 
miners favored resumption of work, 
but communist pickets are stationed 
at some of the pits with fixed bayon­
ets to prevent the miners from de­
scending. No further disorders since 
yesterday are reported and the casu­
alties for the week-end stand at 7 
persons killed and 93 wounded. The 
food shortage is beginning to be felt 
in the disturbed area, especially al 
Gelsenkirchen.

It is said the French commandant 
at Bochum has refused to allow the 
police force or the fire brigade to be 
augmented.

Other recommendations of desert. 
IDE cases have been noted and there 
will also claim every consideration. 
the aldermen promise.

Ald. Judd, chairman of the finan » 
committee, has repeatedly declari 
that in his opinion there were ma:, 
employees at the city hall who wee 
not receiving what he consider d 
their just due.

A long list of salary recommend- 
tions has come before the council n 

the regular way. There is an„ 
chance, municipal observers predi 

Toronto, May 28.— The employment | that many of these " ill be grant ' * 
As an instance one is the buildi. g 

situation in the Dominion as well as inspector, whom it is argued h• 
, , : , . never been fairly dealt with in t?ein Toronto shows decided improve - past.

THROUGHOUT CANADA
Associated Press Despatch.

London. May 28.—The Times says a 
number of correspondents have writ­
ten to it with regard to the Increase 
tn the gross revenues of the Cana­
dian National Railways since the be­
ginning of the year, particularly 
Grand Trunk Pacific Railway four per 
tent debenture holders, protesting 
against the discontinuance since the 
end of April of the publication of sep­
arate Grand Trunk Railway traffic 
figures. The correspondents protest 
on the ground that they are now de­
prived of any means of judging as 
to what prospect there may be of a 
resumption of interest payments on 
the debentures.

The Times says this certainly is a 
point whia deserves consideration. A 
correspo Cont of the Times says he 
has received a letter from Premier 
MacKenzie King's private secretary 
saying that a statement which will 
embody the decision of the Canadian 

« government on the whole question of 
the acquisition by the government of 
the Grand Trunk Railway is in pro­
cess of preparation.

"Presumably this statement." the 
Times says, will make reference to a 
compassionate allowance which the 
Canadian government in its own in­
terests would be wise to make, but 
to do which it reiterates it is under 
no obligation.”

Associated Press Despatch.
New York, May 28.— That the five 

‘articles of faith" declared essential 
by the Presbyterian general assembly 
at Indianapolis last week constituted 
“a yoke upon our necks which I, for 
one, will never wear." was the de­
claration yesterday of Rev. William 
P. Merrill in the Brick Presbyterian 
Church. He also charged that the 
assembly "said what was not true 
and did what was not fair."

The assembly’s action was simi­
larly assailed in two other churches. 
At the First Presbyterian Church, 
Brooklyn Heights, Rev. Dr. L. Mason 
Clark denied the right of the conven­
tion "to interfere with religious lib­
erty." He accused the assembly of 
"approaching perilously near to blas­
pheming the spirit of God.” described 
its action as "an impertinent and ar­
rogant warning that there is no room 
in the Presbyterian Church for pro­
gressive minds," and concluded by 
appealing to the modern element in 
the denomination to take "a fearless 
stand against the obscurantist atti­
tude" adopted at the Indianapolis 
convention.

All Cities Except Winnipeg 
Show Marked Improvement 

Over Winter Months.

U.S. Army Transport Held 
Up 600 Miles Out at Sea 

by Foreigners.

Associated Press Despatch
Manila. May 28.—It was reported 

here today that the Russian crew of 
the U S. army transport Merritt, en 
route from Manila to San Francisco 
with 540 Russian refugees, had gone 
on strike. holding up the ship 600 
miles from Ologanpo. The U. S.s 
Harrison was started immediately 
from Corregidor Island with an 
emergency crew of Filipinos

The Russian refugees, made exiles 
by the Soviet occupation of Vladivo- 
stok, are emigrating to the United 
States under permission of the gov­
ernment. The transport Merritt, as­
signed for their voyage, left Manila 
Bay May 23.

Special tn The Advertiser

ment, according to a report for May; Mayor Wenige made mention dur­
ing his campaign about "city offic - 

issued by the Dominion bureau of ials‘ bonuses' and it is presume ! 
statistics. There were approximately that this phase of the question wI

I also be debated32.000 persons added to payrolls in: ____________ ________34
Canada in May, swelling the total for 1111 
5,820 firms to 752.037 workers. W

Marked improvement was shown ill 
in Toronto, and all large cities ex- IN 
cepting Winnipeg. In this city sub- : 
stantial recovery was shown in bis.! 
cuit factories and employment af-

LL USE RIVER WATER 
NEW SWIMMING TAN

forded in meat packing, iron, steel, Method at Thames Park Will 
printing, gas and other plants. Build- Conserve City Supply 
ing contractors reported larger pay- '___ : PP ly.
rolls. Altogether, an optimistic note River water will be used this 1er 
is struck in the employment situa - in the enlarged swimming tank
Lion at the beginning of the summer Thames’ Park, it was announced 1

JAPS VISIT DUESSELDORF.
Associated Press Despatch.

Cologne. May 28.—It is reported 
that a Japanese military mission, in- 
eluding a general, a colonel and a 
captain, has arrived at Duesseldorf, 
French headquarters for the Ruhr.

DROP AFRICA'S EMBARGO.
Associated Press Despatch.

London. May 28.—Reuters learns' 
that the British ministry of agricul­
ture has removed the embargo on ad. 
mission into the United Kingdom of 
South African slaughter cattle.

FINISH OF SENIOR PUSHMOBILE RACE.
Final heat of the senior pushmobile race, held Saturday afternoon, 

snapped by The Advertiser staff photographer. The picture shows the 
winner, driven by Kenneth Williams and Walter Sage, crossing the finish 
line. Five other heats were run off altogether. The event was held in con­
nection with the Boys' Hobby Fair, which concluded Saturday evening. This mission will later go to Coblenz, season. the public utilities commmission t,. 

day.
It is proposed that a ditch shouI 

Le constructed for some distance . 
parellel with the irver into whit 

water from the Thames would sec- 
The tank would then be kept fill 
by means of pumps which wot: 

! keep the water flowing steadily.
This move will do much to co 

serve the icty’s water supply , for , 
the past the huge tank has be 
kept filled from the water mai; 
Since the tank has been enlarged 
would be impossible to keep it fill 
with fresh spring eater for 250,6

|gallons a day would be required
Other advantages will result fro 

the use of live, water A stea 
stream flowing into the lank v 
change the supply every twei 
hours insuring utmost cleanliness 
all times. The water too, will 
ways be at a comfortable temper 
ture something which is not possil 
when spring water is used.

Filtering through twenty feet • 
gravel which will separate the dit 
from the river, the water will 
cleared of all solid foreign mat 
and most of the bacteria. A chlo 
ination plant will also be install' 
and the water will therefore en- 
the tank pure enough for drinki : 
purposes.

Construction work on the enlarge 1 
tank was completed today and it v 
be opened to the public intwo week 
time. It now measures 180 feet I ■ 
80 feet being 65 feet longer than :

* was last year.

THE GUMPS—HE PICKED IT UP AND THERE IT WAS 703

POLICE PROTECTION 
GIVEN KING ALFONSO

I NEVER SAW n
BEFORE - VT LOOKS
SONICE AND 

CRISP- % TAUGHT 
IT WAS TOAST - % 
WAS JUST GOiNg TO 
EAT IT- AFTER AL‘ 
"THERE’S NO BREAKFAST 
Too LIKE MONEY-

I’D RATHER HAVE ( 
500 BUCKS THAN
500 BUCKWHEAT CAKES/ 

ANN MIME./

THAT’S WHAT % WAN T TO Y QUIT YOUR 
KNOW- I JUST UNFOLDED 1 FOOLING -T MOW COULD 

IT GET IN 
THE NAPKIN-
THAT’S WHAT 
I CANT’
UNDERSTAND-

Look HERE-
FIVE MUNDRED-VOLLAR 

BILLS -

WASN’T THERE 
WHEN I LAID
THE NAPKIN 
DOWN DON’T
JOKE- WHEN 

Did Nov
GET r?

( THE NAPKIN AND THERE
\WAS THE MONEY- LOOK
/ AT IT- F WE HUNDRED 
(IRISH FLAGS- WWO
X LEFT IT THERE X

WHAT 0.1 EK^TN is 1 
/aw ‘TAYS INA MN 
(NAPKIN? DID Nov/ 
1 PUT TAYS MOWE 4 IN / 
A MN NAPKIN? /

WHERE VID
THE COME 
FROM?

Measures Taken as Result of 
Arrest of Two Plotting 

Sydnicalists.

WANT 
Moutl?

V I'

1'
Associated Press Despatch.

London. May 28.—Extraordinary 
precautions were taken in Madrid 
yesterday, when King Alfonso pre- 
Rented a standard of colors to a 
regiment in Retiro Park, says a des­
patch to The Times from the Spanish 
capital. The king rode across the 
city in the renter of a strong cavalry 
escort. The police regulations were 
most" stringent, and the public was 
excluded from the park.

Justification for the unusual ar- 
rangements, which were distasteful 
to the king, is found in the fact that 

1 two syndicalists, possessing revolvers j 
and grenades, were arrested last Fri-1 

day.
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