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BALFOUR.AND ASQUITH ON AFRICA

has it come about? No great issue
comes of one or two causes alone. It
is always a complex of causes that
produces great results. I think one
cause was that we In this House, how-
ever violently we may have differed
about the war itself, all agreed that
the idea of having in South Africa one
European race dominating anether, the
idea that angthing should issue from
the war which did not give equal
rights and privileges to every man of
European descent in that country, was
{abhorrent. (Cheers.)

Tribute to South African Leaders.

The other great fact, of course, was
the admirable statesmanship shown
by the leaders of opinion in South
Africa.(Cheers.) Whatever their opin-
ions, on whichever side they fought,
they have never allowed what we
thought to be the almost inevitable
bitterness incident to such strife as
ended in 1902, to interfere with their
‘ch‘ar vision of what was absolutely
Did | necessary for the good of all the white
members think that this most diffi- | population in that country. (Cheers.)

cult and delicate problem could really | Men of the most widely divergent
be solved by a fight between those two | opinions in the past, and possibly of
- ! s - : : y
great representative {1>fS“rnb11r'S, one  widely divergent opinions as to the
sitting thousands of miles from the| present, found themselves meeting
other, with all the difference of per-|in amity round the council board and

spective, which would make everybody |agreeing on what was best for men of
South Africa feel that their most|their own race, coming to the conclu-
vital interests were being decided for!sjon, which kas been confmon property

Two Notable Speeches by the Party Leaders on the Union
Bill—Both in Agreement—A Wonderful Issue
Out of the Nation’s Troubles,

The second reading of the bill for
the union of South

in which it could be solved was by &
. - _ i ngid, or at all events a strong, control
. ALY I Ekf’pt by this Parliament upon the great
able for spiendid Speeches by Mfssrs. lunion parliament, which they were i
Asquith and Balfour in the House Ot'{th.o, act of creating. He thought that
Commons. The exclusion of thej ¢ quite an tmpossible policy. Let
patives from Parliament, to which the the House observe the inevitable re-
Government reluctantly assented, W&S | gqyujt of such a policy. They woudd Bave
severely criticised by several mem- |th, Union Parliament in South Africa
ers. Mr. Balfour, leader of the Op- { possibly insufficiently animated by a
position, In supporting the bill, spoke ;zr‘dlrms desire to do what they legiti-
#s follows: {mately could for the great majority
Mr. Balfour’s Views. iUf the inbabitants. They might be
Mr. Balfo said he thought there reductant to do all that we might de-
N:&[’rno{: t” s‘i)r:gle member present who sire. T.h"ﬁy Wf)um also hﬂVOv& ?arlia-
did not feel that they were discussing f““”t sitting in thl-"" (‘Q\mtr}, with no
orie “of tY;e most important events iIn immediate responsibilities in South
e e of tha Afrca themselves, subject to no pos-
o mhmr% o .m" tm,pir,, v,()?e olicy sible danger to their own persons,
57;:“ l\(t.mr”.?ii:ii ,.."‘;4 po H}-:: b‘,ly‘)j:,;;,;‘: their families, or their property.
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Equality Doctrine.

i Must Trust the New Parliament.
| I man (Mr. Balfour
! ceeded), who understands the working
of {ree institutions, who understands traordinary develorment, and I do not
the sort of collision that must inevit- | think that even now the magnitude of
ably occur when this kind of que-stiun’th“t result adequately reciated
comes up, whether he thinks the most | PY students of history or by contem-
difficult problem now confronting clv- | Porary critics—a result which I think
ilization all over the world going Stands absolutely alone. I believe that
be solved by such a clumsy ma- | this phenomenon, em-
‘chinery as that of two equally str(mg;h‘"“‘»‘d and given substance to in this
was one of extraordinary difficulty |coachmen sitting upon the box, each | bill, is going to produce the most
and eomplexity, and that had no pulling
parallel in the history and experience done.
‘--.' mankind, and none of those who had pe mistakes made by the Union Par-!
studied in a detached spirit the liament. I do not doubt that they may ; race—and I have great misgivings—
shapes that problem took in the United 'err in the direction of }iberality to- | whatever difficulties we may foresee
States or in Afrita had arrived at any | wards the great mass of the native in the future in the fact that the black
solution we could look at population, whom we are now entrust- i population is about five times as large
ing to their charge. I think it is quite|as the white population, and is likely
the future de- | possible; it may even be probable. But | to remain, so far as I know, in excess
velopment of the public as it went on. 'if I had to choose In what direction I!of the white population—
In the United States, as soon as they ! should look for the best hopes of ﬂml-i Mr. Lyttelton here interrupted Mr.
got rid of slavery, they were faced zing a solution of this problem, surely | Balfour and whispered something to
with the immutable principle of the |it would be to confide to the great rep- him.
constitution, which laid down in true ! resentative institutions which you are| Mr. Balfour—Of course, My right
eighteenth century language that “all i now creating all the duties, all the re- | honorable friend has quite rightly in-
1 are equal”” He did not believe | sponsibilities of action, all the re-|terrupted me. By the race question I
man could approach this | wards if that action is to be success-!did not mean the English and Dutch
question wisely who really thought all | ful, all the penalties if that action is| question. In the jargon of politics we
men were equal in that sense. All men | to fail. (Cheers). I therefore venture tajk of Dutch and English as a race
no doubt e from some points of | to say. though I must associate myself | problem, but, of course, that is not a
view equal, that the races of South | With every speaker in the regrets that problem at all. (Cheers.) The
Africa, « Africa at were in any |in some respects the Dbill Is | blood is the same—(cheers)—and race
sense 1atever the equals of men «;i drafted as it I do not Dbelieve|ijn the true sense of the word
European far as govern- | that these errors will be _P”ti:rmt come in. I am talking of the
men ociety, and the higher interests right by either of the two possible | race problem.
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Alternatives Examined.
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Doubtful If the Cape's Is the Right

Way.

Some of the speakers seemed to take
the view that this great difficulty had
been solved in the Cape constitution,
and that it was a monstrous thing for
this Parliament even to contemplate
the possibility that the Cape consitu-
tution might require to be modified.
Could they be so confident that the
Cape constitution wa2s going to be the
right way of dealing with the prob-
lem? He was not at all sure; he had
considerable doubts about it. Most of
the critics of the bill when dealing
with the larger aspect of the problem
appeared to think that the best way

in criticisms

to

engineering problems which were
almost insuperable, but which the! House who when the question is
architect had contrived to overcome?

Troubles, )
Yet apparently some of us are going"dg‘lmst the attailnment of this
to threaten that fabric in the very mo-
ment of its completion.
I personally am going to support the;]
Government with regard to anything|
which they tell me is essential to the|
passing of the bill. (Cheers.) I am |
not going to make myself responsible,
directly or indirectly, for wrecking a
measure on which the future of South |
Africa so obvlously depends. (Cheers.)
It would be a melancholy thing if any
untoward climax should come at the
end of the long South African drama
which we all thought was going to
have a happy ending. We here in this
chamber, just as the ministers who
have come to us from South Africa
are, have been divided in opinion on
such questions as the war and other
of the vital issues with which this
country and South Africa have been
concerned In the last ten, fifteen or
twenty years. Whatever opinions we
hold as to the past everybody, looking
back on that past, will agree with me
that this bill—soon, I hope, to become
an act—is a most wonderful issue out
of all these divisions, controversies,
battles, bloodshed, devastations — all
the horrors of war and all the difficul-
ties of peace. (Cheers.) I don’t believe
the world shows anything like it in
|Jts whole histery. (Cheers.) But how
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very loth to dogmatise. But I am not
as the right honorable gentleman does
on the Inherent and indelible differ-
ences which exist between races of
this kind. (Ministeriali cheers.) On
the contrary, the experience we have
gained in Cape Colony does show that
differences which are certainly fim-
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South Africa as a whole.
You will then gather together a much
greater volume of knowledge and ex-

resentation of different interests

. | manner in
to be handled. (Cheers). One of the
many incidental advantages of union
is that it will probably be the har-
binger of a native policy more con-
sistent, and some of us may think it
more enlightened, than that which has
been pursued in the past. (Cheers).

The Franchise and the Protectorates.
Dealing with the specific points
which had been railsed in the course
of the &i%cussion, Mr. Asquith said
that as regarded the franchise and the
protectorates he did not think the pre-
visions in the bill were open to seri-
ous criticism at all. The franchisere-
mained as it was, and the Cape na-
tive franchise was protected by the
requirement that any law altering that
franchise must be passed by a two-
k1:1)11'(1,9 majority of the two Houses,
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Mrs. J. C. Moss, Brenton,
N. 8., says: “Last spring and sum-
mer my daughter's health gawve out,
She had no energy, was very pale,
and nervous, and had no appetite.
As the usual remedies given in such
| cases did not help her, we became
much alarmed, and on the advice of
a neighbor began giving her Dr. Wil-
{ liams' Pink Pills. We could soon see
lan improvement, and as she contin-
| ued to take the Pills shé gained in
weight and vigor; her color returned
and her whole system seemed to be
built up again. She is now the pic-
ture of health, and joins in recom-
mending Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills.”
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deny our title in the
contrary, on the very
it admitted that title,
to exercise it.

Regret at the Color Bar.
Now I come, continued Mr. Asquith,
to what has been the main object of
attack, and that is the color bar, the
non-eligibility of those not of Euro-
pean descent, to sit in the Union Par-
liament. I am bound to associate my-
self with what has been sald by every
speaker in every quarter of the House,
and I express deep regret that this

provision has been inserted. I believe
opinion in this country is almost unan-
imous that in starting a new state it

least; on the
face of the bill
and invited us

addressing The Dr. Williams Medl-
cine Company, Brockville, Ont.

has, to say the least, an Invidious
look, that a man who ex hypothesi has

obtained the suffrages of a majority ot
a particular constituency, should not
be allowed to sit in Parliament be-
cause of the blood that flows his
veins. There is no difference of
Continued on Page Five.
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