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by Satan, “the god of this world.”—

1 Timothy 4:1; 2 Corinthians 4:4.
A Pértinent Query.

Now, properly enough, comes the
query, “If Satan is ruling amongst
mankind as a god, or prince of this
world, where did he get his authority
and power? Did God turn the con-
trol of mankind over to demons?”

The Bible answers all our queries.
God did not give the dominion of
earth to Satan, but to man. In pro-
portion as man lost his, perfection
and became weak in mind and in
body, he beecame the slave of Sztan
and Sin. Satan and the fallen apgels
have exéevcised—especially duving

the last forty centuries—all their,

power and ingenuity for the ensnare-
ment and degradation of man. Their
influence would have been all power-

signily the annihilation of unbeliev-

- ing-Jews nor the eternal terture. It
represented parabolically: the . com-

plete destruction of their Jewish
hopes..  Those hopes bave lain buried
for eighteen cenfuries, and are only
now reviving—in, the form of Zion-
ism. ] :

The parable of the Wheat and the
Tares (Matthéw 13:24-30) pictures
the Lord’s work during the Gospel
Age, The Master and His Apostles
sowed only good seed, the pure Mes-
sage of the Messianic Kingdom, to
which a saintly few would attain and
which ultimately would bless:all the
families of the earth. But Satan,
through his varions agencies—many
of whom wore the livery of Christ),
oversowed the wheat-field with tare
seed—false doctrines, ‘‘doctirines of

—

Lesson AII.—First Quarter, For
Jan. 9; 1916.
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THE INTERNATIONAL SERIES.

Text of the Loub:, Acts ii, 1-13—Mem-
ory Verbes, 3, #=-Golden Text, I Cor.
jii, 16—Commentary Prepared by
Rev. D. M. Stearns.

The event.of this leéson, the coming
of the Holy Spirit, was on. the day of
Pentecost, or the fiftieth day after the
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