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and could be had at any decent drug store in pny
city, for forty or fifty cents compounded, and fhat
therefore an exaction of 437§ per cent. excesive
profit had been made by the hungry apothecary.
The result is a Division Court suit for the amount
of the said usurious profit, which the self satisfied
dealer describes as “‘a slight extra assessment !”

- —————— |

ArTER a twelve years sleep, with oce "'nl
interruptions, the Great Southern, or .\'hg::tsd
Detroit River Railway project seems to be awaken-
ing into vigorous life. The Erie line, and
Michigan Southern seem to want it, and
Chicago and ‘Northwestern likewise. The

Gireat Western, will be as nearly as possibl
direct line through the level country, fromn

enrves, makes it and its cohnections a sho
route by 70 miles than any other road from

cates. The County of Elgin has voted $200,000,
unconditional subsidy ; Kent, $80,000, also

to Amherstburg, one half the] sum to be
when the line is graded and- ready for the
the other wheén the line is ready for traffic, wlich
¢ ghall be,"” says the by.laW] no later than llst
December, 1872, ¢ |
: — = e ——— o~ — ——‘.‘*.__.
THE FLATS CANAL — WESTERN LAKE
TRAFFIC—THE BOUNDARY LINE, &4¢.

(From an Oveasional Correspondent.)

Derrott, July 29, 1870,
The position of this city of the Straits may be
described as closely’ resembling that of Constan-
tinople, with Lake Erie, Lake St. Clair and Lake
Huron to represent the Mediterranean: the
mora and the Black Sea : the stately flowing

troit River for our ocecidental Dardanelles.
were wished to carry the comparison further,
lovely islands, vine-planted, ¢lustered in the r‘rer
mouth and in the western end of Erie, are in cjose

analogy to the classic Archipelago. ‘
Seated on these wharves, however, one has ligtle
time to be imaginative; the roar and the rush of
street and water traffic deafen you to old-werld
sounds, and compel your alert attention to tbe
story of to-day. Within twenty years, and still
more notably within ten, Detroit has made remark-
able progress. Lake Superior copper, Mighi-
gan timber, and Saginaw salt have mul*iplied (her
commerce and extended her bonndaries since I?‘O,

in a way that shames any of our Canadian fyon-
tier places. She was fitly named, in Mr. Howe's
great speech at the Commercial Couveuuoﬁ of
1865, * The gateway of a nation’s commerce,|
Taking advantage of an excursion on a steamer
to the Fiats Canal, Lake St. Clair, we visited the
spot which is just now a .bone of contention/be-
tween us and Uncle Sam. The following is|the
way in which the eyes of the American Epgle
were opened to the true position of the canal
respect to the boundary: The cortractor
need of some fuel for his dredge, and bought|the
same. from a Canadian, who unloaded his C
dian scow of Canadian wood at the work. .
‘cute U, 8 suthorities at Detroit immediapely

f"’"'"d that he was in Canadian waters, and they
et him off on bis own recogniznnces. Meantime,
the respective Governments are.collecting evidence
as to the correctness of his plaa >
Twenty-five miles fram
“*the Flats,” a broad e lows,
where the River St. Clair debouches into the
lake, its several channels forming a delta of dee
water. To use the la the rhnm-—-“m
enter the river by the South Hass from the li#lt-
house at the of Detroit River, steer N.‘:'a
N. for twenty miles, till you make the pile-
on the Bar. When in fiftedn feet, Lring the
pile-work to bear E., and keep ut this course until
dbreast of the piles. Then bear up N. E., and
keep this course till the lead shows you are in the
river channel. The channel  banks from this
point are marked by piles on each side, and are
distinetly visible by the colar of the water in
ordinary weather.”. From thtee-fourths to one

deseribed, is the canal which the American Gov-
ernment, at the cost of half a million dellars, have
cut to straighfen the course andl deepen the water
on this troublesome strait. And certainly, if
the boundary between the two countries remains
where all charts and maps for the past hundred
years have placed it—viz, in the.centre of this
south channel—then the canal is wholly in Cana-
dian waters, . Not that we quarrel with it at all,
or have the slightest objection to *‘the most
enlightened Government the world has yet seen™
improving our property at its proper expense. [t
is hardly likely that we shall gharge their vessels
any more toll through it than| our ewn, but pat
it upon the same liberal footing in this respect as
the Welland and our other canals.

The official who planned the work is said to
have located it acconding to a map of a by-gone
day which he discovered somewhere in the archives
at Washington, and which shows that the whole
danal, with the exception of a few rods at the
south end, is in American water. Agninst this
however, we. have the testimony of every late
map and chart, sinctioned and confirmed hy
usage, and that of old and experienced tug-men
and mariners, such as Captain Hackett, of Bois
Blanc light, familiar with thege lakes since 1817,
whose affidavit was Ytaken in the presence of your
correspondent by a Canadian commissioner, to
show that the work along its Wwhole length is be-
yond question through Canadian water.

With a delicate courtesy worthy of a grest
nation, they have permi a Canadian contrse-
tor, Mr. John Brown, of Tho¢ld, to do the work,
and from him we obtained the information that
the cutting is 10,000 feet in length, and its diree-
ton nearly parallel with the direction of the
houndary at this point, say N.N.E. and S8.W,
It is 300 feet wide, and will be dredged to a depth
of 15 feet. There are between 7,000 and 8,000
feet of erib work on either side, and on each side
of this wil be placed a range lizht, the founda-
tions of which are now being laid in cut stone,
surrounded with erib work. |Mr. Brown-has at
present employed on the wotk, six dredges, five
pile-drivers, two tugs, and 184 men. He began
the work in the spring of 1848, and is. to com-
plete it by October, 1870. The cost thus far is
under $430,000 ; the lighthouses are contracted
for at $40,000 additional, and the total cost, he
thinks, will not exceed $500,000.

The saving effected by tlis straight cut will be
very grut,.-‘n the difficulty of nvfptug' the old
channel has been yearly in¢reasing with the
growth in number and size of the craft employed
in the lake traffic. Collisions and destruction of
spars and rigging ; greunding, swinging broad-
side across the chanuel, and causing & jam ;
lightering, and comsequent detention, were the
almost daily, or nightly, experience in this crowded
and shallow chanuel.

carrying trade of these western lakes is
e In the nbsence of printed

!
| something enormous.

and a quarter mile eastward of the channel Lere

biy botind. fram Chicago to Kingston or
ontieal. BT |

Navigatord do not deem Mr. W. A,
at all chimerical when he says there is room
need for another railway line th Canada to

carry the freight eastward, while the [T of
Zim-
Southern

g

Essex and Elgin, ng sinee the days

merman and Isane hanan for a *

Railroad,” are more Bopeful now than ever of its
4

completion.
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Fige Rnulun.—f wall‘c. Jlly.:l.—A baild-
ing belonging to T. P. ite, and ocen
S.gB. Wi » as & tin-shop, was entirely m:’
sumed, with most of contents.

Brantford, August 8. —A fire broke out in «
tin-shop of T. Cawhepl, Jr., cotumunicating im-
mediately to Mr. Hami ton'u_ﬂ:mer_v store, The

i losses are :—T.

fire was soon extinguished.
Cowherd, Jri, I) Hgmilton;J. T. 'l‘aPnu.
saddler-shop ; B. F. Fitch, law office. Léns and
insurance not yet

Peterboro’, August, —A fire Lroke out in

—————

Taylor's Pu Furniture shop, Simcoe
street, by which the B '_ijgum:il“cm:;nu and
the adjoining two-st ouble and a
dwelling wl?l‘mhho(’ r. A. Dobbins, were con-
sumed. Mr. Taylor insured in the Hartford
for $300 ; Ms | $1,000, in the Commercial

Union and seme dther company. The centents
of Mr. Dobbis's buildiiig and the dwelling were
saved. The fire is t to have been work of
an incendiarg, It is reported a man was seen
coming out of the wyb factory a few minutes
befare the fire broke ‘

Torouto, Ang. G-+A fire was discovered. in
some frame Qottages :situated on the cormer of
River and Qdeen stregts, and owned by Robert
Defries. The engiiws were ptly on the spot,
but all the exértions of the firemen could uot pre-
vent the whale range. which consisted of five
five dwellin utterly destroyed. The
persons inhaldting the# houses managed to save
the greater portion #f their goods, but much
damage was bcoasiongtl to the latter by water
Mr. Deéfries isinsared in the Royal, for but
the total valug of the property Turned is estimated
at $1,200, °© '

Caledonia Spridgs,” Aug. 7.--This
about a quart mo'chck. the engine house
belonging to the House caught fire. All
possible meandf wepe pontrived to save the hotel,
but they were: of no hvail, and soon after the
house was burfied to' ground. No lives were
lost. The property wits well insured.
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