
TIIE MONETARY AND OOMMERCIL

sod could be hsd at any decent drug store in 
city, for forty or fifty cents compounded, and 1 hat 
therefore an exaction of 4371 p*f cent rice* ire 
profit had been made by the hungry apothecary* 
The result is a Division Court suit for the amount 
of the said usurious profit, which the self satisfied 
dealer diwril-ee as “a slight extra assessment !"

TIMBMNSÜRANce citronicIjE.

Africa a twelve .veers sleep, with occasional 
interruptions, the Great Southern, or Niagara 
Detroit River Railway |imject seems to be awaken 
ing into vigorous life. The trie line, and 
Michigan Southern seem to want it, and 
Chicago and Northwestern likewise. The 
** Air Line " is to be shorter by 13 miles than 
Great Western, will he as nearly as poasibl > 
direct line through the level country, from À l 
hersthurg to 8L Thomas, and thence in nearli 
sir line to Fort Erie. Its length (it has 1: 
often enough surveyed since 1856) is 216 mi 
and as its greatest altitude over mean level is 
feet, it will have 80 feet less «limbing t*\do 
the Great Western, which trith the ahernce 
curves, makes it and its connections a sh< 
mute by 70 miles than any other road from 
the Atlantic to the Mississippi : so say its 
rates. The Comity of F.lgin has voted $200, 
unconditional subsidy ; Kent, $80,000, also 
i-ouditioual ; Essex, votes $2$0,000 with a 
t list there shall hr n line, whether branch or 
to Amherst burg, one half the| sum to bo 
when the line is grailcd and ready for the n 
the other when the line is ready for traffic, wl 
“ shall he,” says the by.laWT no later than 
December, 1872.
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THE FLATS CANAL — WESTERN LAKE 
TRAFFIC—THE BOUNDARY LINE, Jb .

; (From an Oveailoeal Correspoudrst. )
Detroit, July 2», 187c 

The position of this city of the Straits ms; ■ 
described as closely" resembling that of Cons1' 
tinople, with take Erie, take Ht. Oatr and * 
Hnrua to represent the Mediterranean : the 
mors ami the Blaek Rea : the stately flowing 
troit River for our oceideatal Dardanelles.
were wisheil to carry the comparison further, 
lovely ialauda, vine-planted, tiastered in the r 
mouth ami in the western end of Br~ '
analogy to the claaaic Archipelago.
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Seated on these wharves, however, one has 
time to Iw imaginative; the roar and the rusil 
street and water traffic deafen you to old-wr 
wounds, and compel your alert attention to 
story of to-day. Within twenty years, and 
more notably within ten, Detroit haa marie rrr 
able prugreee. take Superior copper, M 
gan timber, and Saginaw salt have multiplied 
commerce and extended her boundaries si ace 11 
in a way that shames any ef onr Canadian ft 
tier places. She waa fitly named, in Mr. Hu' 
great speech at the Commercial Conventioe 
1865, “The gateway of a nation's commerce.’’

Taking advantage of an excursion ou a stea 
to the Fiats Canal, take St Clair, we visited 
spot which is just now e bone of contention 
tween us a ml Uncle Sam. The following is 
way in which the eyes of the American Ei 
were opened to the true position of the canal - 
respect to the boumlary : The cortractor 
need of some fuel for his dredge, and bought 
>ume from a Canadian, who unloaded Lia V 
■ban scow ef Canadian wood at the work, 
cute V. S, authorities at Detroit tan media
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seized the wood-eeow for unloading Canada fuel 
on American soil But the master of the aevw 
protested that he was in Canadien waters, and they 
let him olf on bis own recognizances. Meantime, 
the reepeetive Governments • re col leet ing evidence
as to the correctness of his pb«s > 

Twenty-fire miles upward from Detroit we 
“ the Flats," n broml expanse of reedy shalVisit1
where the River St. Clair

reedy shallows, 
hes into the

lake, its several channels forming a delta of deeper 
water. To urn the language of the charts—“To 
enter the river by the South Pass from the light­
house at the heed of Detroit River, steer N. K. i 
N. for twenty miles, till you make the pile-wen 
on the Bar. When in fifteen feet, bring the 
lâle-work to bear K., and keep at this course until 
abreast of the piles. Then lwar up N. E., and 
keep this comae till the lead shows von are in tlw 
river channel. The channel lenks from this 
point are marked by piles oaj each *i<lr, and are 
distinctly visible by the color of the water in 
ordinary weather. ". From three-fourth* to one 
sod a quarter mile eastward of the channel here' 
described, is the canal which ■ 
crûment, at the cost of half i 
cat to straighten the course 
an this troublesome strait, 
the boundary between the two countries remains 
where all charts and maps for the past hundred 
years have placed it—vit, in the centre of this
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deepen the water 
And certainly, if

tooth channel—then the canal is wholly in Cana­
dian waters. . Not that we quarrel with it at all, 
or have the slightest objection to “the most 
enlightened Government the world has yet seen1’ 
improving our property at its proper expense. It 
is hardly likely that we shall «barge their vessels 
any more toll through it than' our own, but put 
it upon the seme liberal footing in this rape-1 as 
the Welland and our other canal*.

The official who planned the work is said to 
have located it according to a map of a by gone 
day which he diacovered somewhere in the archives 
at Washington, end which shews that the whole 
i*ml, with the exception of a few roils at the 
ninth end, is in American wafier. Against this, 
however, we have the testimony of every late 
map and chart, sanctioned and confirmed hy 
Usage, and that of old awl experienced tag-men 
and marinera, such aa Gaptaig Hackrtt, of Hois 
Rtauc light, familiar with their lakes sin or 1817, 
whose affidavit waa taken in tk# presence of your 
onrrrspondent hy a Canadian commissioner, to 
allow that the work along its khole length is bs-
yond question through 
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worthy of a greet 
a Vm “, they have permii

tor, Mr. John Brown, of Thoiahl, to do the work, 
and from him we obtained the information that 
the cutting m 10,000 feet in length, and its direc­
tion nearly parallel with the direction of the 
boundary at this point, my X.X.E. and 8.8. W. 
It is 300 feet wide, and will lw dredged to a depth

15 fret. There are 1 etwee* 7,0#>0 and 8,000 
feet of crib work on either sida, and on each aide 
of this wil he placed a range light, the founda­
tions of which are now briuj laid in cut atone, 
surrounded with cnb wiwk. Mr. Brown ha# at 
present employed on the wo<k, six dredges, five 
pile-drivers, two tugs, and 184 men. He l-egan 
the work in the spring of 1848, and is to com 
plrta it by October, 1870. IV coat thus ter is 
{rn-lsr $430,000 ; the lighthouses are contracted 
for at $40,001) additional, and the total cost, he 
thinks, will not exceed $500,060.

The saving effected by this straight cut will be 
very greet, as the difficulty of navigating the old 
channel has been yearly insreaaiog with the 
growth in number end ai* of the craft employed 
in the lake traffic. Collisions and destruction of 
spars and rigging ; grounding, swinging broad­
side acmes the channel, and causing a jam ; 
lightering, and conseqnent detention were the 
almost dSy, or nightly, experience in this crowded 
and shallow channel

Tbs carrying trade sf these western lakes is 
something enormous. In the absence of printed
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The 1largest of these, 
82.000 bushels of cats

and 1,000 barrels <
and schooner* were towed past the same point 
the Mme time—(all ihiling vessels are taken from 
take Huron to Erie*-or nVe rrred, by tugs, now- 
a-days)—grain-lade$ downward, rail and mer- j

iendos lbs fleet of 
ine to Toledo and i 

lhippi-nt East. Out of these, 
but one pnqvlicr and four vessels Were Canadian, i 
probably UitiO'l frUpi Chit ago to Kingston or 
Montreal.

Navigators do not deem Mr. W. A. Thom paon 
at all chimerical whan he mya there is room and 
Mod for another railway line through Canada to 
carry the freight eastward, while the people uf 
Essex and Elgin, hojjdng since the days of Zim­
merman and Isaa« Bn, liar,.m for a “Southern 
Railroad," are more |kqwlul now then ever of its

spletioe.

Jlngurairr.
Fisk Ratunn.—Wtitcvalc, July 31,—A build­

ing belonging to T. F. White, and occupied by 
8. B. Wigmore aa a on-fhap, was entirely eon 
earned, w-ith most ef fie contents.

Brantford, August l—A fire broke out in a 
tin-shop of T. Citwhspi. Jr., communicating im­
mediately to Mr. Hagtilton's grocery store. The 
•re waa soon extinguished. The loaara are T. 
ÉÉM kOtan ; J. T.Cowherd, Jrv, D. 
a»<Idler-shop î H. F. 
mauranee not yet 

I’eterboro'. An 
Taylor's Puim> 
stroet, by which the 
the s. 1 joining two-si 
dwelling and atahta ef 
earned. Mr. Tsyhw 
for $800 ; Mr. Dafcln 
Union anti

J. T. Toggerson, 
itch, law office. I ,<*s and

4.—A fire broke out in 
Fnmiture shop, Bsmeoe 

hi ing and cou tente and 
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Union ami same other company. The cat 
of Mr. Dobbifi's beStUhg and the dwelling 
mved. Tlic fire is (bought to have Wn w< 
su incendier* It is. irj.irted a 
coming out df the Pfijup 
hcfiwr the fire broke «il.

Toronto, Atig. 6,—.A fire i 
some frame Sottsgcs, ! situated 
liver and street», and J
Défrisa. The enginra Were tvompti 
but all the exfirtivus of the firemen < 
vent the wh<4c range, which 
five dwelling 
persons inhali 
the greater portion 
damage was focmais 
Mr. Défîtes Ulnnffld 
the total x a'.ufi of the p 
at $1,200.

( sledonia Sprint*, Aug. 7.--This morning, 
about a qUarteé pi* tifo- o’clock, the et^ine house 
belonging to t*e ( 'aasda House caught file. All 
possible meanfi were eontrived to rove the hotel 

no stall, and soon after the 
ground. No lives were 
well insured.
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