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French country. A good force of men err at 
on the rock cutting, and gang* of men and hoi 
all along this contract of twenty miles. In 
aboOt 500 men are at work upon this c»i 
Many culvert* ami water course* are already\ofc- 
pletrd, ami many in progress. A onsideiklHe 
quantity of grading is in active jirogress, several 
long cutting* and emharkmenta being in a for 
wan I state. The next important structure to tjkr 
bridge at Riviere du Loup is at Isle Verte, whtre 
the work is actively progressing.

Heavy work has to be done at Trois Pistol 
This is on contract No 2. The grading through 
the whole of contracts Nos 1 and 2 is in a forwi 
state, ami except at two or thrri heavy pi 
lie completed It is expected this fall, t jiwapl* 
of MO men are employed S|*>n No. 2 an * Messrs. 
Worthington, who arc the contractors for one qnd 
two, about to milcs’in all, are pushing forward 
the work with great energy. They have lieen t»r- 
tnn.ite in finding good stime /or. the culverts', in 

>low proximity to the work, and consequeiptly 
they have already got a considerable part of 
work in a forward state. —All the culvert 
appears to be done in a very satisfactory man 
A large 15 foot an-h culvert, about two miles 

. of njk Pistoles, lias oue of its walls alreaily i 
jjeteil np to Ttw coma* fK>m which the arch trill 
sjiring and is as line a piece of solid, well e*ei 
work as is to 1» found ill f’anada. The lvngti 
this culvert iwabont 75-feet. Competentinspecrora 
arc sripoiwted to overlook theYnasonery, and fron 
the cliararter of the work excuted so far, tliey |a|i 
jiear to be thoroughly doing their duty.

The heaviest work npon contracts one and 
is at the crossing of the Trois Pistoles river, a 
one mile and a half west of the village of lliat 
name. The river and the valley through vdtinjh it 
runs air afoot 1,100 feet wide at the point where 
flie line crosses them, and the railway will flip at 
«-hylgbi 'l.mit 70 feet from the bell of the river. 
Thikr'PW|te"f*-tbe heaviest work between Riviere 
•In Ixmp and the Metis, a distance of about 00 
miles. On the west side of the river the lirte "is 
carried for nearly two miles across a .number of 
gorges in whirh there will be Several culverts [and 
a tmmlwr of side-hill embankments. The bridge; 
which will lie 500 feet lote will start at the West 
lntik, and lie carried nearly half-way across! 
Hats, thus placing the bridge across the a 
channel, and allowing no cheyk to the flow o( 
river. The bridge is approached on the wept side 
by a heavy embankment about 40 feet deep, piade 
from a cutting of the stillest- kind of bine play. 
This bank will lie about 800 feet long, and is be­
ing actively constructed, The material on (both 
side* of the river is the same, and is very dfftcult
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t<> work, coming out in large blocks of bine 
« in.Xhe eapt side of the river the embankn /In- e 

ill Is* aboot l,to<) feet long and about 65, feetwil
high at the deepest po 
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and the contractors are preparing to put in jtam- 
wkys and tip wagons, as soon as the haul get * long 
enough to use them with advantage. ,\n i|xeel- 
lent stone ipiarrv for the piers of the bridg*- has 
l*-eu found oil tile St. Lawrence, about 9 Iniles 
from T rois Pistoles, to which j*>int the si 
now being brought in scows. < me of the W 
iugtou's lives at Riviere du Ixiup, and the at 
Trios I’istole*. -They Ivave now at work on 
two contracts upwards of 1,000 men. ar 
pushing forward the work with great enerj 
skill.

Ric Hit lie headquarters of contract No. 5, 
was awarded to Mr. Haycock, of (Ittaw» 
till' contract llbuiit the end of April, anil lias 
already made considerable arrangements for furry- 

• ing on the work, having now 3^0 men at 1 work 
grading the fine at several pointa There- is not 

1 much bridge or culvert work on tins contra.jt, but 
the large j*»rt of the grading is rock. No,'Vends 
at Khnouaki. The village is large and prettily 
situated. Work is going on, on l*£h -ddc* j,f the 
river, which will be spanned by a bridge 3<I0 leyt

in length.—Tlie country from Riviere du Ixmp Ls
like a continuous 
ral characteristics, 
Riviere du Ixmp.

From Rimouski 
level country for abbut

village, vet 
i, toltnat lie

i the line w

vety similar in its gerto- 
lie tween Chaudière alul

rill run through a very 
22 miles, to the Metis 

crossing, the Metapedia Rond. The course of the 
fine from Metis to the month of the Metapedia 
has lieen a source of coiisi.l*ra!ilo labor to the en­
gineers, who after careful examination of the 
country, have found a moderately easy line, with 
favorable gradients throughout. The railway will 
eross the Metis about four mile* from its mouth,- 
am! ascend by easy gradi-s the; highland In-tween 
the St. Ixiwrence and the Restigouche. 
ileseends to the level of Ixike Metal

It then
thenla

runs along the banks of the Mefltpejiia river, 
which it crosses once instead of fourteen times as 
prwtioseil originally bv Major Robinson. [

Tlie scenery along the litic through the valley of 
the Metapedia and Restigouvhe, and alone tin- 
shores of the BaV of ChaldUia will be the finest of 
aur railway on this continent ; a I-out five miles 
frmu Bay of Metis tlii find will reach its highest 
level alwve the 8t. Ixiwrence.

iniiifl.
SEMI-ANNUAL REVIEW OF GOLD MINING 

IN CALIFORNIA.

Among the chief events in the gold mining in­
dustry of California in the last -lx months have 
been "the general recognition of the superiority ‘of 
giant over black powder for ordinary blasting pur- 
jnises, the strike of Grass Valley league against 
tlie use of giant powder, and the i-onaeqlient stdji- 
jwge of some of the leading mines there In the 
New Almadeh Mine it was found that to nit, a 
yard of one of the tunnels eost $65 with b|iu k 
and $45.45 with giant powder, showing a saving 
of 30 jut cent. ; in the Oaks and Reese Mine a 
hundred left of drifts that Would have rost'$7;5i)U 
with black powder were made under contract for 
$4,437 50, a saving of $lu per - cut. ; and in the 
Empire Mine it was found <>n a I-mg and fair trial 
that the extraction of a ton of orè cost $5.39tritli 
bhn-k and $2. < '9 with giant jiowder, showing a 
saving of 61 jht cent, bk the use of the lattWr. 
The*»- are a few of the nni$t‘u#trable results that 
have lieen obtained -in chide where jirrrise coin- 
j«irisons have been made. At Suiartsvillc it was 
found that with giant jywder derricks were no 
longer needed in the hydraulic claims for lifting 
large boulders, which can now lie shattered atone 
blast into jiieees small enough to |>e carried down 
through the sluiees. The <]orui*h miners ut Grass 
Valley refused to use giant pnvd.r, ostensibly, 
because the fumes, were iKiisonoua, but the real 
reason Is supjsised to lie because the single-band 
drilling for giant jmwder requires-only half the 
number of men, gives greater facilities for llaying 
by the amount of work done instead of by the ds\% 
is not so fatiguing and demands less exjicrinnee.

Tin Eureka Mine at Grass Valley has continued 
to yield munificently. It produced in June more 
than $47,tM)0, of which, HoWevetV#4,500 were from 
suljihurets collected in jirevieu.<months. The 
total yield of the first lull f [of the, year was $285,- 
109.T4 from 9,000 tone of quartz, making an 
average of aliout $32 jier ton. Th* «pciienscs aère 
$102,1)00, leaving $183,(KH), or more than $l,o()n 
jier day Ret, and $20 perton net. The number 
of men employed is about one hundred and fifty. 
The Idaho Mine, which adjoins the Eurek«,ou the 
east, although it hail begun to do very well in 
November last, did not prove its value as a first 
class mine till this year: It is now imviri" from 
$15,)KK) to $20,000 j«r month in divide,..û, and 
has a large stock of ore in sight. J in- quartz 
yields $17 jar ton gross. The North Star, the 

•Empire and the Banner have been interniutid in 
their workings by the miners' strike, and we have 
no figures from them. Work has been resumed 
in pumping and clearing out the Allison Mine

and 
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"hie Sierra Buttes Mine yielded | 95,084 

and $54,00(1 net in the five mont is, inclusive, 
from January to June. The avera# b gross
dim per month- Mil *L------ 3—*
year. The

mth is $19,000, the samejaa it was 
s Inde s
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Sierra Buttes claim, is yielding well, 
ened with debts, resulting chiefly fro n the damage 
done by Tlie snow slides of winter la fore last, and 
is jmyiiig no dividends. The Keyst -i 
on the inountkin opjxwite the Sierra

and 
ne of Sierra, 
Buttes, also

sutlered severely by uvalanebew, but as-u.s to hare 
not only recovered but to halve gai ned a much
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ie State. The gros* yiek was $17,000 
.8^0,000 in June.
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The returns of the Amador Mine ror June have 
not yet la»en received, but the avéra je gross yield 
had been als.iit $63>iHkWper month I rom February 
to May, inelpsive. At the jin-æn rate of pro­
duction the mine will turn out uearl y, if not quite 
$750,000 for 1869. Tlie production for the first 
five months bf .this'year was $47 S61.53, $65,- 
670.98, *61,720.65, $*16,346.52, an 1 $61,576.70. 
The number ^f tons reduced averag » about 2,950 
pei, month, every ton yielding m ire than $20. 
The dividend^ for each of the last fi re months was 
$10 jier share.!

Tlie working of the mines of the Marijxw 
Estate liaa tusm resumed: There are tow 66 stamjw 
i rusbing t the Benton Mills, and « new 60-stamp 
null.has beck cuiiun-acv I. Tin Mcrci-d River 
furnishes nbumbrnt jiowi-r to drive all the mills 
with little expense; and the sujiply of jwy ijiultz 

• in the Josephpie atul l*iiie Tree Mine ) is large. Jbr 
average yield Inf the rock on which the niiHafu 
now at work 1* alunit $20 jier ton. The Mar^waa 
Mine has heefi j.umjieil dry, and so: ne good qoartz 
has lieen tak- u ont, in readiness for the mill which 
is being rem-«Idled to crushin;;. Four Kyenion 
antalgamatont are miming at the Benton Mills, 
anil they givejsneh satisfaction thaï no other mode 
of sejianitin^ the gold from the quartz is to be 
used ou the i Mate. The Priuoetoi Green Gulch
and Hear Val|ey Mines are lying id le. I

The Oaks and Ri-ese Mill is yield ng about $12,- j 
000 gross, ami $6,000 net Jier mont i, with sixteen 
xtamjis, and twelve more are lieing wbleil. From ; 
Septemlier, 18f>6, to May, 1869, ill lusive, $170,- j 
Ulpi were J'r<k|ij<jeil, and all that, a lil $60,000 ad- - 
ilitional, w en! *Xjtended, eo that the mine was fully 
ojienrd ami t|i<- mill put in good e< rtilitkm. - e- 

The t ttividij Sline of Amador ha i lieen ineorjio- 
rated; tlie Jtjljerson mill has Iht i moved away 
from Brown’s) Valley and the mine abandoned, for 
a time at least. The Gimcrack, o • Erie Mine, in' 
Nevada Counlj, wits in a fair ec talition to JWf 
W*U, but thelfoill Was bumeil down by some vu- 
lalns who hail been epijjoyed in the mine, and- 
were angry with the turners for stojqiing werk 
lic insc the niincrs would not us- giant jwwder. 
Some further! lexjieiinients bave 1 een made with 
the Hagan furnace, but it is hot it use anywhere, 
nor, so far asi ke know. Is there a ly intention to 
use it. AlvlUttj the multitude of oil er quartz mines 
which are lattiig worked we have" ao facts worthy 
of mention fin this brief summary. In place 
milling thcie bas been little elianj e since Decern 
her, jave tU»t of the grailual ex uiustion of the 
rhluT elaiihk, tlie continuous decline in the 

yield, j find the cdiiseqneiit decrease in the 
I jinitjeity in tlie placer i lining counties. ! 
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lets should l»e sold a it heat reference 
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Tin; Filler'll AFlantIv Uabi e.—The gntta- 
[n-rcha employed for insulation wa * brought direct 
I rota 8ingui 4rf, as it left the ham a of the natives,


