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September 2, 1914

A PROTECTIONIST WAR
v J. A, Stevenson
The great majority of the inhabitants
of the British
edlyv agreed that if ever a war was

Empire are whole heart

righteous and just, this terrible conflict
ging in Europe is, and they are

| to carryv on the contest till

NOW ra
irvg.:nrl
their last drop of blood is shed and their
last, dollar spent,

It is a war of progress, of Democracy
versus  Autoeracy, of modern 'iberty
acgainst medieval despotisn A unanim
itv of Canadian opinion as to the jus
Yi;-w and merits of the present war
should not prevent the éxamination of
some  of the chief underlying causes,
and the progressive minds of Canada
should not fail to direct the attention of
the Canadian people to the fuct that one
of the primary causes of this war is the
svstem of High Protection, which has
heen the mainspring of the German
economic system since the yvear 1879,
P’rince  Bismarck first introduced his
Protective system for political purposes;
he intended to use the tarift as a means
of unifying the German empire Its
davelopment w8 an econumic Weapon
was a  subsequent phase, when there
arose in its train the usual erop of pro
tected interests. At first they were in
fants of the breed we know so well;
when they hecame old and strong they
<till needed sustenance at the expense
of the life blood-of the community. It
is true that many industries were de
veloped and there was on the surface
hnge commercial prosperity, but in the
main the average standard of the com-
munity was not raised.  'here was acute
Jiscontent which the govermment tried
to avert by improvement of housing
conditions and the institution of State
insnrance, but  there remained wide-
spread poverty and avitation and the
condition of the mass of the German
workers was far from enviable.
ducing this it must be admitted that the
agricnltural interest, the landlords and
squirearchy played an urhappy  part.
The Junkers, the aristocratic class, were
the chief promoters and supporters of
the heavy food taxes whick were a con
stant Burden on the German consumer,
There was a marked divergency in 4his
respeet between their position and the
avowed free trade views of Canadian

In pro

agriculturists.
Free Trade the Remedy

The consumption of wheat in Ger
many has long exceeded the production
and there is little possibility of an in
Wheat had to be

elsewhere,

crease in the latter.
imported from Russia and
and there arose a widespread demand
among the working classes, which was
backed up vigorously by the merchants,
traders and financiers, that the food
taxes should be removed, or at least
sternly reducod.  Eeconomists and finan
ciers alike declared that Germany has
reached the same position as England
in the forties when I'eel’s conversion to
Free Trade took place thru foree of cir
cumstances, and that further develop
ment as a manufacturing and industrial
nation was impossible without cheaper
supplies of . food.

Jut the German manufacturers, how
over much they desired cheaper food,
had not the courage to take the same
hold step as the manufacturers of [ian
cashire and Yorkshire at a similar stage
in England, and to agree to the removal
of the duties on their own goods as a
set-off to the reduction in food taxes,
accordinglygFmade
Thel main

The Protectionists
skilful use of this point.
tained that agricultural and industrial
production were inseparable and that
they must stanfl or fall together. With
the assistance of cleavages in the ranks
of the Progressive party, they won
their battle in'the Reichstag and tho
<lighi  modifications  were introduced
time, the high tariff
stramm

from time to
economie
Industrial progress
and ‘exports in

SUrvis ed. The

becaine tremendous,
“Or ';Hlll'll'-|1’,l-l'ﬁ"|’1|“‘.'
creased, but the cost of living increased
still. mora rapidly. The margin of live

lihood for the masses grew less and less
and their condition became more and

more depressed
Growth of Bocialism

The cost of ].n,41|pvv11,“, too, rose with
the cost of food. and manufacturers
found that thev were unable to compete

THE “GRAIN

in many foreign markets with British
goods made under Free Trade condi
tions As a result trade depression en
sued in many lines of manufactures and
unemployment increased. Ever since
the middle of the century there had
heen in existence in Germany a strong
Socialist party, founded by Ferdinand
Lassalle and Carl Marx, which had
never eked able and brillinnt leaders;
Auust Bebel, who led the party till he
died two vears ago, was one of the most
powerfal personalities in Furopean poli
ties.  The government had arbitrarily
repressed  Socialism, which openly de
clared war on the Protective system,
but 1t steadily showed progress. Towards
the beginning of the century, however,
the economie condition which high pro
tection had developed brought grist to
the Socialist-mills and the tide of re
criits swelled wath extraordinary rapid
iy At each election the Socialist vote
grew- by Jeaps and bounds.  The unequal
franchise syvstem prevented them from
securing their full share of representa
tion i parlinment, but at the last elee
tion for the
handicaps, they mustered more than a
fourth of the members.  The Liberal
party in Germany has always pursued

Reichstag, t:t'\)vlh' these

a species of mild Whiggism, strongly
tinged with Imperialist iaeals; if they
nad supported the Socialists, who were
out-and-out. Free Traders in their de
mands, changes in the tarifl could have
been foreed. dut the German Liberals
were  weak-kneed and  the
were left to fight the battle unaided,

Socialists

Internal Strife Imminent

The tariff, therefore, remained in the
main intact; depression and unemploy
ment inereased and the number of peo
ple who were prepared to follow the
daily  larger. The
finnneial position of ”1“ German people

,oand when the

red  flag  grew

was radically unsound
emperor came fo ll-\.\ his vreat \;wvllll
war Lax he was only able to obtain two
thirds of the amount whieh he had cal
culated upon.  The winter of 1013-14
revealed very serious unemployment in
the industrial centres of Germany and
bitter murmurings and discontent were
heard.  There was little hope for any
imprevenient in the coming winter, It
hecame obvious that an internal revolu
tion was impending in Germany and
that the system, of high protection
whichi went hand in hand with auvtocra
tie militarism and bureaucracy was des
tined to a renewal of a fierce internal
attack which it might not survive., I'he
bureaucrats and militarists knew that
if the citadel of high protection fell,
other reforms could not be long delayed
in face of the onslaught of the vie
torious Socialists,

It would have been the beginning of
the end of the existing system of privi
icge and  autocracy.  The triumph of
Democracy and Socialism was to the
military elass a more appalling calamity
than death upon the ¢tricken field, They
apparently made their caleulations and
decided that it was hetter to perish on
the field at the hands of external foes
than to succeumb to the constitutional
pressure of their fellow eitizens. Ther
is every sign that this war wus pre
meditated and not the result of a sud
den decision; it was the last effort of
a caste whose power was ecrumbling be
neath their feet. [If they prevailed in
the war they would re-establish their
prestige for o gencration; if they fuiled
their power was doomed anyvhow and
Demorcratic government

life under 4
would not have been worth living., From
time immemorial, foreign war has ever
heen the device invoked to re-es<tahlish
ite position, by an oligarchy brought to
bay and faced with the Joss of its
5m'\\t'r. It mayv secure a respite, but it
cannot permanently avert the day of
atonement In the vitimate the power
of the Prussian oligarchy was based up
on unjust cconomic privilege, Keonomie
privileve  engendered  diseantsng ind
:-"lrlr"lll'vl the edge of the
: world-wide

forces of
democracy A war, by
which s«uffering and misery have heen
hrouneht to literd)ly millions of homes,

has bheen the result, :
Warning to Canada

Had there been no false economie
privileges,  the internal
would have bheen sound and

condition of
Germany

Continued on Page 18
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IMPERIAL GRAIN TANK

Flax Proof End Gate Length 11 ft.
Made to Fit any Standard Wagon  Extra Heavy Side Braces

EATON Price

5.00

The IMPERIAL GRAIN TANK {s without doubt one of the hest made for Western
Canadian use. It is just the size that is demarnded by the farmer and built with
the very best quality material. It will be found exceptional value at the low
price of $35.00, The TANK s 11 ft. long and 6 ft. wide at the top and 3 ft, b ins.
deep and made to fit in 38-inch bolsters. The BOX is made of best whitewood sides
and ends; Georgia Pine bottom, and maple stays. The BOTTOM is 1)/ dressed
timber. The STAYS (of which there are five on each side of the box) extend from
the bottom to the tops of the sides reinforced by the iron straps at the bend. The
bottom 18 supported by five cross pleces. S ‘ no
972607 -1256 Bushel Grain Tank EATON PRICE L}

«T. EATON C%uro

WINNIPEG - CANADA

Price is for
Tank only

The Simpson Produce Co. Ltd.

Give immediate returns and
are paying 27 cents per lb.
Butter Fat for Number One
Sour Cream delivered Win-
nipeg.
We guarantee satisfaction.

RELIABLE
SAFE and
SURE

Send us a shipment.

We are still open for a few more Testing Stations.

Write us today it will pay you.

The Simpson Produce Co. Ltd., Winnipeg

. g — T——

Hold Your Grain for War Prices in a

Perfection Granary!

We guarantee it Lo give you absolute pro-
tection. Fire and Water Proof, and nothing
short of n cyclone can blow it down,

ANGLE IRON FRAMEWORK

Fvery Galvanized Iron sheet is heavily
braced with angle iron on each side. In
crecting, the different parts are bolted to-
gether with bolts through the Angle Iron,
they cannot te or work loose. There
in not a bolt in the sheet metal, because the
sheet metal in electric welded to the angle
iron framework., Never depreciates in
value. Never needs repair.  Ask us about
other sheet metal buildings.

i ¥ £ SEND FOR ILLUSTRATED FOLDER

Winnipeg Steel Granary and Culvert Co., Limited

P.O. Box 3084 G WINNIPEG, MAN.
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