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VEDMNESDAY, DECIE 16, 1868,
Separate Schools. ‘

We have on ¢ ffsrent cccasions expressec our
views in relation to the existing Educsticnel
system in Nova Scotia, a8 being well adapted, |
if worked out as it ought to be, to ¢fford the
benefit of free Education to every child end |

youth of our Province. The Schgol Law, 8s it}
pow staods on our Sta'ute Bock, is the resuit of
the experience of the best Educatior "tv in our |
own and other countries ; and in framicg it H'?t
ablest minds among us, of every stade of reli- |

on, gave to it the most |

gious and political opini |

this respect. But such an a'lowance of nec':-f the precursor of an abundant and abiding bless-
rianism in our city schools can be borne with ing to the people, .
only as a temporary measure, or until sufficient To those who sre not very fll'nuar with the
,(.h:,,:,] accommodation bas been provid-d. mannerof proceedirg on our uircunis_o.f average
There were special provisions which admiited | area, and that pouenlordinuy facilities (or' a-
of such procedure in regard to the city schools, | 'eubll.ng the peOpre, it may be sa'd the m Dis-
but only for the present; and we hope the ter will proceed in some such way as thfo
necessity for such an arrargement wiil not long | (although every tupvrlnlt‘mdcnl will bave his
continwe. No other exceptional case of lhi-iown modification and improvement on l.he
pature exists in Nova Scotia ; so that if school | sketch bere given) : In those circuits on which
commissioners elsewhere than in the cify coun- | there is any room for selection, be 'I‘:l eu!y
tenance apy similar proceedings they do so in | choose the church, in ‘.’hwh. the .wa'chmght 'I‘“
vio'ation of law, and ought to be brought o task | be bed, and of this, intimation wi'l be general'y
for so doing. > made without delay. The hour of commence-
This question of separate schools as it is in- | ment is varied, al:cnrdipg to the number' of per-
tended to be forced upon the Protestants o(’wns expected to assist. Long services are
Nova Scotia, is one of the utmost consequence. | found not the most profitable.  Many watch-
We hope that it will be so brought betore the | nights are’begun at ten o'clock, and are closed

careful attention, 80 as to render it as nearly ' public as to be thoroughly comprehended. The |a few minutes after * the noon of night.” When

perfect as possible. It may, as time elapees, re- | fruits of such a system i a neighbouring colony,

: ; : i i inl 1e; R .
quive madifiastions s uomf lmdm“h‘” nr::‘i:"; [in the establishmentof nunneries, and of schools
2 ia % 1 y e piratic > ¥ | Vol atl H
but ss it 1s, it Ch'"‘”":" s ﬂ"l‘: n of its me. |conducted by Christian Brothers, and dlﬂ'eru;x
abroad competent to form an Opinio " 7 | orders of Sisters of the Roman Catholic Church,
rits, while it will besr comparison with She Sest : bave but 1o be understocd in order to know

School Laws of countries famed for lbo?r!'h“ may be looked for in Nova Scotis !
Educstional privileges. What we have to dois |

:cerfnin ecclesiastics can have their way. Let
to work the system thus sfiorded us to th- best \ bublic mestings be held in every county 1o -
sdvantage possible. I it presses ‘f. hum.l), b’.:nruct the representatives as to their duty in
the taxation it imposes for the Erection of Bchoo [ this crisis ; let petitions be sent from every dis-
buildings snd the support of teachers, iet us h{u ! ot Sgnimst the chaiige sought o5 e
this putiently, remombering fsat Shetaeg let our rulers know that no government in Nova
generations are thereby to be benefiited. l.Tt Scota can with impunity Wifle with rights s0
our aim be directed to uphold, snd generously |

sustain our Higher Schools and Colleges, so that
these may sfford us a supply of teachers, hh(v'-
rally educated, for our Common Schools. It is
too soon to expect much fruit from our newly
jotroduced School system, yet siready are ite
~benefits apparent ; and as the publc mind be-
comes more swakened to the necessity of having |
fiest class schools, and as the teachers become

sacred.

The Watchnight.

In a few days more, the last evening of
the year will have come, and in many of our
churches will be heid “the Watchnight.”
A few words concerning the interesting pubiic
religious service to which this name is applied,

better qualified for their important work, snd
their services better spprecisted, we ‘may hope‘
to see Nova Scotia cecupying a proud position |
ia regard to the great questicn of Education. N

We very deeply regret therelore the disposi-|
tion shown in the recent Seesion of cur Legie-
lature to interfere with the beneficent operation
of the Common School system, by an attempt
to introduce an amendment that would sanction
separate or denominational Schools ; to be sup-
ported on the principle of the existing statute,
by general texation. The measurd intioduced,
and which was postpened until the next Session,
would admit of a minority in any echool section,
or a combination of minoyities in adjoining sec-
tions, with the consent of the Comumissioners
and of the council of Public Instruction, lo es-
tablish a distinct School. The design of this

dist people.

will not be unseasonable.

The origin of watchnights among the Metho-
dists appears to bave been at Kingswood, near
Bristol, England, not later than the winter of
1741-2. - They had neither Mr. Wesley nor any
other minister for their founder. It would seem
they arose from the fervent piety of the Metho-
Mr. Wesley’s first connection with
the watchnight is thus mentioned by him, 1
was informed that several persons in Kingswood
frequently met together at the scbool, and when

the people receive notice of this service, they
will be requested to arrange their business and
social intercourse so that their coming may be
promoted, snd not hirdered. All will be re-
spectfully invited to attend, especially the grown
up young, and that they wou.d be present at
the beginming of the meeting.  The minister
will also pre-engage the best helpers he can com-
mand, that himself and they may be duly quali-
fied for their respective parts at the watchnight,
that their individual exercises may fit into one
another as an acorn into its cup, or a hand into
its glove. He wil likewise request the aged
and other pious persons who may not be able
to attend, to pray very earneetly that the ser-
vice may be one of saving grace to,many. In
due time he will make arrangements that the
church be made as comfortable by warmth and
light as circumstances permit.  He will suffici-
ently early place the rumbers of the bymns to
be sung in the hands of those on whose talent
for singing he can confidently rely, that this
part ot the solemn service may be executed
with the utmost possible propriety. The minis

All Christians have become priests; the whole
world & temple; all time boly ; and the only
ritual prescribed, the pealm of s life fashioned
after the example of Corist. This is the teacl”
ing not alone of James, bat of sll ths u;onleo,:
Paul makes the body of a Chbristian the temple
of the Holy Ghost ; and Peter makes all Chris- |
tians “a boly priesthood to offer up spiritusl
sacrifice, scceptable to God by Jesus Christ.”
If these things be so, those re-actionaries i
this country snd Eogland, who are introducing
a gorgeous ritual, like the Jewish and the Ro-
man, convict themselves, if not of ignorance, of
an anti-Christian rebellion. They are the Juda- |
izers of Paul’s time, attempting to revive what
Christ bhas sbolished. They are Romanizers,
without the excuse 6f Romanists, and volunta-
rily accept the great apostacy of Rome from the
simplicity and freedom of the early church, |
when sll Christians were brothers, and religion
was a new life in Christ.  First came the Hier- |
srchy, offspring of buman ambition ; next, lhe!
Ritual, Judaism revived; and it has plautd{
God to devote a thoussnd years, and the fairest
parts of Earope, Asis and Africs to the acting
out in history of what ritualism is capable of in
the usurpation of Christisnity. Is not this
enough, and shall we re-inaugurate the trial in
this nineteenth century, and on this virgin soil
of a new continent? God forbid! This new
land of ours is married to & new future. Oae
of the ministers of the Protestant Episcopal
Cburch in New-York has been preacting a series
of sermons on what bhe is pleased to call “ The
Failure of Protestantism.” As if Rome had not
failed, he would bave her experiment of ritual-
istic sacraments and symbolic worship tried over |
again. But what would it amount to, it the |
whole population were gatbered every Sabbath
in the church, and waited with swful reverence
upon sacraments dispensed by atoled priests P—
What though the medieval church were re-in-
stated in the convictions of men? What if all

ter well knows that atteniion to this is the more
necessary, if any of the hymns be in a peculiar

found :

Come let us anew our journey pursue,
Roll round with the year,
And vever stand still, Till the Master appear.
L . - L4 L3 .

year, and, indeed, one more suitable cannot be |

they cou!d spare time spent the greater part of | O, that each from his Lord may receive the glad |
the night in prayer, and praise, and thanksgiv-
ing.” The first watchnight that Mr. Wesley held
was on April 9, 1742, in London.  The Friday | It may confidently be expected that a watch- |
night nearest the full moon was chosen, that| night thus prepared for, and then conducted with |

those who might come from a distance might| mingled seriousnese, zesl, knowledge, sffcction,

word,
¢ Well and faithfully done ” |
Enter into my joy and sit down on my throne.” |

amendment is to sllow the establishme nt of com- | llr:v(i ;-gh;;;: :;?::ﬁ ;o b;::::'::;l‘im:
past e'ght, and continued until a little after
midnight. There was usually a sermon preach-
ed, which was followed by exhortations, and

mon schools under ecclesiastical control, in
which denominational tenets shall be tavgit, and
yet be supported by general taxation.

may be worthy of long and grateful remem- !
brance. When it is very near midnight, the
voices of all are hushed. Every one is requested,
whilst passing into the new jear to engage on

the habitvés of the brothels and rat-pits of
Water-street become converted to this ritualism,

metre, like that of the 46th hymn, which is often ’ sticklers for it after *“ the most straitest uct."‘ of
the last sung, in the earliest minutes of the new | that religion, does any body imagize the mission

of Chbristianity would be in any degree accom.
| plished, and the worship it requires rendered ?
No! The world needs just one tking, and
Christ raquires just one thing, the power of the
Gorpel in Christian bearts, the religion which
Christ embodied in bis life, of which bis good
Samaritan, bending vver a fallen fellow man, is
the type; a religion, which in the sanctuary is a
scourge of small cords to drive the mercenary
from defiling the house of God ; which honors
the Sabbaths by doing works of mercy, and
which consecrates death not by snointing oil, but
| by forgiveness and prayer for enemies. This reli-

. gion-will kill infidelity, and all that falls short of
; it will feed it. This worship will uncover al'

| heads before it.— Christian World.

ling in the half demolishod pews. Who hl.l
not read of Archimedes and his lever ?—of bis
bold boast that, it he could make it long enough
and find an outside fulcrum-point be cou druse;
the solid glebe with it ? Mind your standing,
for the breath of centuries bas thinned and|

liff found just whete you stand—a fulcrum-point |
and a lever that lifted a greater weight lbunf

raise. Here be found and worked a leverage that
made the Vatican and all the Papal cathedrals|
of Chris endom rock and vibrate as it an earth-
quake were shaking the'r foundations. i

How wonderful are these moral forces that|

move the world of mind, transform the life and [ the minister, in his study. My sttention was|do, of St. Mary's, on *

turned to a beautifully embroidered text, which 8 masierly effort, and was reesived with every
| demonstration of applause

structure of nations, and regenerate the cycles
of human history ! Here in this quiet rural vil-
lage, in Leicestershire, in the midst of tree
| bound add level farms threaded and illumined
by a branch stream of the gentle Avon, Wick

liff set in mot'on a force that moved the world ;
and while the world was moving on the ground
swell of its mental emotion, little Lutterworth
was perhaps as quiet and siill as to-day. He
has been called * the morning star of the Refor-
mation.” But the light and warmth of stars do
not equal or express the vita'ity which he in-
fused into the great movement. His life was
more than a light to it. It gave to it virtually
its first puise of action ; and the beats of the on-
ward movemeut, though sometimes slow and
faint, were felt through the two centuries that
intervened between him and Luther. This he
did, and did it here. He first put the Gospel
of Jesus Christ in'o the homely, honest English
tongue of the common people ; for there was no
English people nor English language proper in
Alfred’s day- And oniy a small portion of the
English nation in Wicklifi's time could read
what Alfred wrote, or spcak whet he spoke.
The Pope at Rome, and his legates, cardinals
and bishops in England, and all through Chris.
tendom, were not much moved with fear at
Wickiiff’s Latin disputations with the monks at
Oxford. He might overmaster them in argu-
ment, without breaking or bending a beam in
the huge structure of iheir system. But when be
took Christ's Gospel out of the iron coffin of the
coldest of dead languages, in which they shut it
from the masses of Europe for centuries, fear-
{ulness surprised them, as if they saw the same

ing c-u'd be more graceful and appropriate !hln!

“ Well,” he answered with a smile, *“ the I &P

for those who revere his memory to mark tbe had taught me chis great lesson, wtich 1 hope |

soniversary with some useful and lasting token
of their gratitude for his life. And po n.xcb
token would be more sppropriate and appreciat-
ed than the restoration of the church in which he

| weakened it. What Archimedes sought Wick-' nreached and died. Itis now eadly dilspidated.

From the pulpit one msy see fragments of wall
and cornic lying at the broken feet of the pillars.

o {the Greek Sampson of mechanics promited t0| The villagers are making a strenuous effort to

raise the means for the renovation of the edifice.

The Interrupted Sermon. i

- ol
One evening | was chatting with my friend |

was suspended on the wall. It was the passage
in 1 Peter i, 24, 25 : * All flesh is as grass, ana
all the glory of men as the flower of grass. The
grass withereth and the flower thereof falleth
away ; but the word of the Lord endureth for-
ever.”

“ What an exquisite piece of needle-work
this is!” I said. * It is quite wonderful.”

ful still were the remarkable leadings of God of
which this picture is a remembrance.”

“ Really !" I rejoined.
discreet—"

“ 0, 1 shall be delighted to tell you the story,’
he interrupted kindly.
twenty-five years, when | was a young preacher.
Ithiok I am justified ia saying that | tried to

but I must add thst my knowiedge was sadly
limited. I thought thatto be useful I ocught
above all things to exercise myeelf in the rhe_
tor.cal art aad ia the elegant forms of eloquence
Now certainly nobody will assert that rhetoric

Gospel should npeglect—Robert Hall, for in-
stance, was no less n preacher of the truth be-
csuse he clothed bhis thoughts in orstorical
|sngusge ; but I overdid the thing. As my
venity was well pleased when 1 saw numbers,
and especially of the higher and wealthier class,
attracted to me by the beauties of my style and
the power of my eiocution, | selected those
subjec's which afforded most seone for display ;
and devoted almoat all my time during the week
to my sermons, which, atier having h<en care-

*“It is,” he answerec: “ but more wonder- |

It takes us back some |

preach the Gospel to the best of my knowledge |

and eloquence are arts which a preacher of the |

bandwriting on the walls of Papal domination | fully * planaed sad polished,’ wera word for

that Be'shazzar saw on his.

No reformation in England, France or Ger-
mony would have been produced or begun while
the New Testament wasshut up in Latin. None
knew this better than the Roman Herarchy ;

word committed to memory.
was that the contenta of my sermons became
very poor aad shallow ; and the plain truths of
the Gospel which speak of sin, of righteous-
' nees, snd of judgement, if introduced at all,

The consequence

and they regarded it as the most dangerous and | were all but buried under the artificial flowers of

his knees, in silent prayer. Solemn thoughts |

It is objected to our present School system,
that it is ** godless.” This we cannct admit.
As regards reiigious teaching it is wuat every
commoa school system ought to be. It provides
that the instructiors given in our Schools shall ]
be based on sound moral pricciples, embracing |
lessons from the Holy Scriptures, without at all
entrenching on the domain of sectarian opinions, |
or infringing upon religious liberty. Our School
law as it now stands allows of moral and reli-
gious ipstruction by the teacher, to the utmost
that any common school teacher ought to be per-
mitted to go ; while the School Trustees are left
at liberty to make such srrangements as they
deem to be desirable, Learing on this aspect of
the question, in consonance with the spirit of the
law. The Bchools accordingly,may be opened un-
derthedirection of the Trustees,by Scripiure read-
ing and prayer ; but so jealously is reiigious frec-
dom protected, where such opening exercises are
suthorized, the attendance of those children
whose parents or guardians object thereto is not
compulsory during such opening religious ser-
vices. By this arrangement every reasonable
demand is met. There is no interfrrence with
denominational views, and yet to allow more
than this in the way of religious instruction in
our common tchools would be to sfford State
support for the inculcation of sectariaa princi-
ples ; while, on the other hand, to oblige School
Trustees, sontrary to their religicus convictions,
to ignore the Book of God anu ciuer recogni-
tion of Christianity and of religious obligation,
would be unworthy of the age and of the coun-
try in which it is cur happiness to live.

Saveral modes of combining secular and re-
ligious instruction in our common Schools have
sometimes been recommended ; but to every cne
of these, except the plan admissible by our pre-
sent School Law, grave objections may be urged.
We have the strongest conviction that school
imstruction should be based on sound religious
We are also alive to the great im-

principles.
portance of giving to youth a thorough religious
training. Bat it is our persuasion that the pub-
lic schoolis not the place for the kind and
amount of religious teaching which every young
person should certamly receive. This impor-
tant part of christian cbligation can be best dis-
charged by chris:ian parents, christian ministers,
Sabbath school teachers, or by such other me-
thods as the churches may severally choose to
adopt. In our judgment the introduction to our
common schools of any amount of rel’gious in-
struction beyond wsat is available under our ex-
isting School Law would be injustice to those
entertaining sentiments at variance with the
instruction thus sought to \be given, while the
additional time thus required for religious teach- |
ing would be taken from studies that ought no: to |
be overlooked, or else greatly interfere with the
proper work of the school and the teacher.

If it be desired to make the day school a nur-
sery for denominational principles, then such
school should Le conducted independently of

prayers, wherein the society took an active, and
even a principal part.

A peculiar blessing was often found at those
seasons. Generally there was a deep awe upon
the corgregation, owing donbtless, in part, to
the silence of the might. The eervice was com-
monly concluded with singing the 54th bymn in

| the book now uted by the connexion.

Hearken to the solerin voice !
The awful midnight ery,
Waiting souls rejoice, rejoice,
And see the Bridegroom nigh.
L . L .
Happy he whom Christ shall find
Watching to see him come :
Him the Judge of all mankind,
Shall bear triumphant home.

For a considerable time the watchnight was
held monthly in a few places, which were the
chief centres of Methodist activity.

There were some persons who advised that
this eervice should not be allowed. These ob-
Jjectors put Mr. Wesley upon weighing the mat-
ter thoroughly, and comparing it with the prac-
tice of the ancieut christians. He not only saw
no cause why he should forbid it, but he believed
rather that the service might be made of more
general use. Whether the benefit of watchnight
towards saving souls arose from the noveity, or
the peculiarity of the thing, especially the hear-
ing about the coming Saviour in all his glory in
the awtul stillness of the midnight hour, it was
clearly cbserved that the impression then made
on many souls was never subsequently eflaced.

For how many years the montkly watchnight
was held is not easily ascertained, and it is not
material to do so, neitker does it appear in what
year the custom was introduced, which gradu-
ally became general, of bholding a watchnight
on the last evening of the year. It is believed
that the earliest record of such an occasion in
Mr. Wesley’s published journal was in 1762.
He was then also in London, but a wa'chnight
at the close of the year had been customary
before. His words are “ Thur. 31. We con-
cluded the year as usual with a solemn watch-
night. O ! may we conclude our lives in the
same manner, b'essing and praising God.”

Two other notices of s'milar services will in
this day be read with much pleasure. This dis-
tinguished servant of God was in Bath in the
last days of 1778. He wrote shortly afterwards,
“ We concluded the old year and began the
new with blessing and thanksgiving.  Four or
five of the local preachers assisted me. I was
agreeably surprised, their manner of praying
being so artless and unlaboured, and yet rational
and ecriptural both as to sense and expression.”
At the end of 1779 Mr. Wesley was again in
Lordon. His account for the last service for
that year is in these words, “ Thur. 31. We
concluded the old year with a solemn watch-
night, and began the new with praise and
thanksgiving. We had a violent storm at night.
The roaring of the wind was like loud thunder.
It kept me awake half-an hour. I then slept

the provisions of our school law. By the exis- |
tence of such schiools no rights need be violated ; |
but we protest strongly against the separate
school measure, introduced at the rec-nt session |
of the Legislature.  We should regard the |
adoption of such a principle-as a s'ep retrogres-

sive in the educational interests of the Pro- [
vince ; and such an enactment as one that

would assuredly have a most irjurious bearing |
upon our present s¢hiool system It would de-
feat the inten'ion of the present law. It wou!d |
break up many existing schools or greatly inter- |
fere with their efliciency and standing, It would |
establish two or more schocls in sections not

able to support more than one good school. It ‘
would sow broadcast sectarian animosities, and

distract communities.

nity for factious and evil-minded persons to

It wou'd atiord opportu-

make strife and division where all shou!d be
barmony and peace. It woud give the right |
school, no matter bow smsli a minority mvh%
and |

for any denomination to agitate for a separate
denomination might be in a schoo! d strict ;
it would oblige persons to submit to taxation
for the support of views
heretical,

regarded by them as

There is reason 10 believe, that in some in-
stances in our Province, S:tool Commissioners
bave winked at the introduc'ion of denomina-

» o &

tiomal teaching in the common schools. This is
all wrong, and we h pe will not long be toler-
ated. Some of the schools in this city are of
this class, and perhaps in the change from the
former arrangements by the adoption ot previ-
ously existing schools, some discretionary power

may bave been allowed the Commissioners in

{1735[

in peace.” His last watchnight was held where
the first had been, in Kingswood, on Uctober 1.
He was then eighty six years of age, a
marvel of neatness in his apparel, his face was
as fair as a child’s—his spirit pure and benevo-
He kad very long white hair, his voice
was very soft and beautiful. It is therefore not

lent.

to be wondered at that he should say, * most of
the people stayed till the end.”

The histcrians of Methodism have careful'y
preserved for the coming generations the salu-
tary influence of the watchnight on the piety
and the progress of the Connexion. It is now
rarely if ever held, except at the end of the
year. It is as necessary, and as useful in these
days as in the past. Recently it has been
adopted by other churches. The Rev. Newman
Hall holds a watchnight in the celebrated Sur-
rey Chapel at the close of each year. Itis
very numerously attended, and it is most im-
pressively covducted. In some of the sanctua-
ries of the Church o!'l'ln;_rland the wa'chnight
has been introduced both at home and in the
co'onies.
public endorsation of those special means of
doing good to the souls of men, by the pious,
active, honoured ministers of other denomina-
tions.  Their success is ours.  We wish them
good luck in the name of the Lord.

Certainly in one respect Thursday the last
day cf the present year will be favourable for
the usual wateh meetings. The moon will be
full two days previousiy., On the 31st she will
rise at about 7 30, and of course there will be
excellent light until morning. This will con-
duce to a large attendance, and that may be

In these facts we rejoice to read a

then occupy the mind. Holy purposes are form-

ed, divipe grace is sought and obtained to render |
them effectual to conversion—nholiness—salva-

tion. Ministers may safely expect that their

labour herein shall not be in vain. When the

Lord gives %o his servants apostolic yearning for
the souls of men, and power to proclaim, though
it be with tears, the spostolic doctrine of Jesus
and bim crucified, He will be willing to give
them also apostolic success. When thus souls
are won consolation abounds, labour becomes
rest, and * the joy shall be even as the joy of
barvest, and as men rejoice when they divide
the ¢poil.”

Come, then, brothers and friends, let us see
to it, and strive for it, that so far as the holy
profit ct the watch-night for the year 1868, may
depend on the suitatle efforts of our ministers,
and people, nothing shall be wanting. May the
great Lover of Sinners effectually succour his
servants in gatbering the lost home to Himself
that they may be found in Him for ever.

In many circuite, and it is worthy of imitati-
on, New Year’s SBabbath is the day, not only for
communion in the Lord’s Supper, but slso for
renewal of the Covenant with God. The watch-
night will sfford & grand opportunity for first
sufficiently urging the duty and privilege of de-
ciding to serve the Lord ; end then, of inviting
all who by grace shall so decide to record their
vows in the house of the Lord, and in fellowship
with his people on the ensuing Sabbath. Then
again, may the prophecy be fulfilled, ** One shall
say | am the Lord’s, and another shall call him-
self by the name of Jacob ; and another shall
subscribe with his hand unto the Lord, and sur-
rame himself by the name of Israel.”

E. B.

December 14, 1868,

The True Ritualism.

BY WM, IVES BUDINGTON, D. D.

The ritualism which Christ requires, the only
one which is appropriate to the Church of Christ,
is a boly and beautiful life. The religious man,
that is, the devout worshipper, according to St.
James, is the man of purity and benevolence.

In Old Testament times, the service of God
was ordered in an elaborate and imposing ritual,
a temple, megnificent and lustrous with marble
and gold,an altar with slaughtered victims,the fire
and smoke of sacrifice ; a high priest, splendidly
clothed in symbolic garments, and splendidly
attended, Under the New Testament dispensa-
tion, this spectacular ritual has been abolished ;
and in place of it has come a blameless, sweet,
and useful life. Coleridge, in his Aids to Reflec-
tion, remarks, with a beauty to be seen only
when his profound meaning is understood, “ the
outward service of ancient religion, the rites,
ceremonies, and ceremonial vestments of the old
law had morality for their substance. They were
the letter of which morality was the spirit ; the
enigma of which morality was the meaning. But
morality itseif is the service and the ceremonial
(cultus exterior,) of the Christian religion. The
theme of truth and grace, that became through
Jesus Chorist the faith tbat-looks down into the
perfect law of liberty, bas light for its garment ;
its very robe is rightgousress.”

8o that Chiistian living has under the Chris-
tian dispensation been exsited into the worship
of God. Vocal prayiogs, and singings, avd
preachings, ia houses built by human hands, is
not worship, but only the sign and preparstion
for it, not the living service of God itself, but
the echool aud taition of it. They are as far
from being the real thing, as is the scaffolding
from the building, and not less subsidiary.—
This is all the more true, because it was. not so
once. Before Christ, the worship of God was a
literal ritual; it was coofined to Jerusalem,
was exclusively in the hauds of a priesthood,
and proceeded through scenic representations, a
¢ neecrated victim, a blood-sf.edding and burnt-
offering, the incense, the ascending flame and !

= S —

Letter from Pictou.

DeAr EpITOR,—Probably some are anxious
to know the state of the work of God in this, to
us, new sphere of labour. We are happy to
assure our brethren that many of our fears and
misgivings, bave been banished by the cordial
reception we met with, and the uncessing proofs
of Christian effection and good will, both from
our own and the sister congregations. We feel
justified in regardiog our experience in the past
as a pledge of happy and, we trust, successful
future toil.
~ The pledges given by the late Evangelical
Union Cburch to our Conference have been fully
carried out. '

The tranefer of the E U. property upon the
regular connexional plan has been ¢ffocted. We
cannot but express our grateful appreciation of
the unanimity with which tbe members and
office-bearers of that Church ¢, erated with us
in this juncture of our sffairs.

A meeting was held on the 10th ult. for the
purpose of organizing a Wesleyan Methodist
Church in Pictou. Seventeen persons enrolled
themselves with our branch of God’s great family.
We bave now a nucleus of 25, and earnestly
pray that the * little one may become a thou-
sand ” and that they may a!l go on to perfection.”
You will be pleased 10 know that the Sabbath
school, which has justly received such prominent
potice of late, is also flourishing. Six classes
have been organize=d within the last three months.

On Tuesday last we enjoyed one of those es-
sentials in modern church policy—a Tea meet-
ing. The Ladies of our congregation resorted
to this plan of defraying expenses incurred by
furnishing the parsonage. We congratulate
those kind and willing laborers on the realiza-
tion of its net proceeds, $317. The occasion
was one of rare ecjoyment, and though we may
readily calculate pecuniary matters ; we believe
the social advantage of such gatherings is incal-
culable,

After tea Miss S. Duchemin—and the choir
of Oriental Division discoursed to us ** sweet
music ” and the Rev. Dr. Bayne (U. P.) Rev.
Mr. Hurdman (Kirk), Rev. J. Rogers, Rev, J.
Gaetz—and C. 8. Lane, Esq., favoured the audi-
ence with able and interesting addresses. To
these—as also to the committee for their ardu-
ous toil—the public for their generous patronage
—and the * Free Masons ” for the untaxed use
of their spacious and megnificent Hall, we ten-
der our cordial thanks.

We remain Dear Elitor,
Yours in the Bonds ot the Gospel.
L. G.

Pictou, Dec. 7, 1868.

From the N. Y. Independent.

The Birth Place of the Reforma-
tion.
BY ELIHU BURRITT,

Take it for what it was and is to the most vi-
tal life of the Anglo-Saxon race, and of all the
peoples that have wrestled up to the high lev-
els of civil and religious liberty, there is no
square foot of space in England or Europe, on
which an American or Englishman should set
bis foot more reverently than upon the iron-hard,
thin-worn floor of Wickliffe's pulpit in the old
church of Lutterworth. So I felt when 1 made
that venture, with a little of that decp venera-
tion which the place should inspire in thought-
ful men, I say inspire—which expresses a facul-
ty which one does not often ascribe to wood,
stone, or any inanima’e thing. A poet ot re.
spected genius has versified ‘ sermons in stones,’
which mean audible or inteligible speech.
There are no stones put one upon another iu
the walls of any English or European church so
full of instructive speech and inward and out-
ward breathing as those that inclose Wickliffe's
caken pulpit. If there be a point of space and
a point of time in conjuction where and when a

smoke,—all symbois and prophecies of that | devoutly-read man might feel the impulse on
Christisn service,which now consists not so much ' him to take off his shoes and stand eoftly on his
in psalm and prayer and ‘Sabbath assembly, as bare feet, it might well be in his first silent min-
in the religion of which the E iscle of James is ute on this wasted floor on which the first apos-
a portraiture,—a life of faith expressing itself in tle of the English tongue and of the Reformed
works like His, who went about doing good. faith of Christendem preached the truths of the
The distinctive feature of Christianity is just this, great Gospel as he saw and felt them five hun-
the exaltation of holy obedience, in walks of life dred years ago. Stand revereatly on these
however humble, into the true worship, the worn and narrow boards, and listen with atten-
absolute religion, that which is the end snd eon- tive faculties to the preaching of these time eat-
summation of Sabbaths and Sabbatb services. en walls. Some of their loosened stones have
Bince Christ died there has been no legitimate fallen inward upon the paved floor. Bat they
prie‘thood on earth, no temple of God, no ritual. preach their silent sermons as they lie crumb-

is precious and everlasting in civil and religious
freedom and vitality? It is now just five
hundred years since he sent forth the first copies
of his Eoglish Gospels from Lutterworth. Noth-

guilty high reason to their system for any one
to put the pure and simple truths of the Gospel
before the masses in their own native tongue.
This Wickliffe did ; and did it here in quiet lit-
tle Lutterworth, whither he had been driven by

bad it not been for stout John of Gaunt and a

out a lamp into the darkness which no tempest
of Papal persecution or night-damps of ignor-
ance could extinguish. A modera painting re-
presents him here sending forth apostolic cou-
ptes of converted monks with copies ot his man-
script Testaments. Another might be painted,

written with his own band, showing two or
three shaven polls clustering over the manu-
script ; for some of his missionary monks doubt-
less transcribed those Gospel words which they
carried forth to the people. What faith ! what Ja-
bor ! to lighten a great land of darkness through
a few gimlet holes! to revolutionize a nation’s
creed with msnuscript books! What a mighty
belief uplifted his soul, that, put in those quaint,
bearty words of the common people's speech,
the spirit of God would clothe them with tongues
of fire! One of his Testaments must have spo-

Wickliff's earliest converts. He was but two or
three ygars junior of the great Reformer, and
was a special favorite at court, and in aristocra-
tic circles. He lacked the brave heart and
the strong convictions of Lis master. He ran
well for a time, and bore much obloquy and per-
secution. But the strain was too great for his
endurance. He succumbed, recanted, and be-
trayed his associates of the new faith; and in
otber defections made work for bitter and
healthy repentance in later years, as his ** Tes-
tament of Love” fully proves. It was only one
of the truth rays that radiated outward frem
Wickliff’s life that fell into Chaucer's opening
mind. It lit up within him that light and glow
of tLought which made him as much of the fa-
ther of English poetry as his master was the
father of English Reformation. Wicklifi's Tes-
tament, very likely, was the first book that
Chaucer ever saw in the English language ag
it existed after the Norman Conquest ; and had
the poet not seen what expression and working
power it gave to the words of the Gospel, he
might have penned bis immortal verse in Latin
or Norman French.

Who that hes read the very horn-book of
Eoglish history can stand in Wickliff’s pulpit,
and look arousd upon the dilapitated walls of
old Luttherwoath church, without being stirred
with these impressive reminiscences? Here he
stood for years, and put forth those brave ut.
terances that made the principalities and pow-
ers of the Papal Empire writhe with rage. When
their long arme had well nigh reached him, »
stronger than theirs 1escued bim from their
grasp. In the middle of a sermon, which their
persecution threatened to arrest, he fell dead in
this pulpit. He looked and spoke bis last with-
in these walls. Now, what bouse built with
men’s hands on the Island of Great Britein
should be held more sacred to the whole Eng-
lish speaking race in both hemispheres than this
old Lutteworth church, in which Wickliff preach-
ed and died ? In what Engtish edifice should
all the offspring states of the Mother Country
feel & more precious and vital ownership ? Why,
Wickliff was not only the father of the grest
Reformation, and of all it begot of religious ard
civil life, but his Bible was the mother of all
English literatare. He stands in the ssme
relation to Shakespare that Lutterworth, on
one of the heed streams of the Avon, stands
to Stratford. The river of the bard at the place
of bis birth and burial does not drink in more
of the little Swift of the Leicestershire village
than did his genius drink from the fountain-
head of Wickhfi's thoughts, How effecting is
the incidents] connection between the burial
piace of the one and the birth-place of the other |
A century and a half before Shskespeare was
borr, the ashes of the great Reformer, thrown
into the stream at Lutterworth, and floating
down the Avon, may have lodged their sacred
sediment upon the green rim of the poet’s river,
which his baby-feet pressed in his first walk in
Stratford churchyard. Shakespare has had his
tercentensry ; why should not Wickliff have his
quinquecentenary, in which the whole English-
spesking race shouid join 1o commemorate what
they owe to his great life’s work for all that

a persecution that would have drunk his blood, | you like my sermon thie morning ¥

crown more jealous of the political than the spir- . 3 :
itual domination and doctrines of the Pope. you said was quite true so .f.r as it went; but
Here he translated the New Testament, verse there are many other precious and important
by verse ; feeling that in each he was putting truths which you seldom or pever preach about,

representing his copyists at work upon the text, | ™Y excelient wife.

ken to Chaucer in this way, for he was one of word of it. In my perplexity I cried to God

| oratory.
* ¢« My dear,’ my good wife would sometimes
say, ‘ | am afraid you are making more admir-
ers of yourself than fcllowers of Jesus.
“¢ How s0, dear P’ 1 would ask testily y ‘didn"t

* ¢+ Well,” the answer would be, ‘I cannot but
say that you preached besutifully, and that all

and which yet we are greatly in need of.’

‘ And ¢o she would often in her closet com.-
mit the mstter to God, and pray him to teach
me to lead those who are dead in tresparsas and
sins to a living, loving, and life-giving Charist.
¢ It pleased the Lord to hear that prayer of
One Sundsy morning 1
preached as usual to a crowded congregation,
chiefly composed of the principal inhabitants of
the neighborhood. [ was just then engag-
ed in giving my sudience a picturesque descrip-
tion of a sunset on the Sea of Galilee, when all
on a sudden, owing to the close atmosphere, a
little girl fell into a fainting fit. The distur-
bance which it created, though only short and
cowparatively insignificant, yet so much put me
out that I became aitogether confused:. The
rest of my sermon all at cnce vanished from my
memory. I could not possibly recollect one

for belp. While looking down on my Bible,
which was lying open before me, my eye fell
upon the text of Peter which you see yonder
suspended on the wall. Yielding, ss it were, to
an instinctive impulse, I read it to my hearers,
and began preaching from it en improvised ser-
mon just as it came up in my heart. And here
baving lost my oratorical flower-basket, I could
not belp laying bare the truths of God’s word in
all their simplicity and startling reality. Con-
necting the text with my previous description I
called the glory of man s setting sun, but which
was never to rise again. I spoke of the utter
vanity of everything buman of the certsinty of
the destruction of this world, and of our ever-
lasting condemnation if we were to die in the
midst of our sins. In & word, I ¢ shunned not to
declare to them all the counsel of God,’ pro-
claiming death and destruction as it is in Adam,
wnd life and salvation as it is in Jesus;

“On walking bome after service my wife al-
most wept for joy. Never in her life, she said,
bad she heard such s heart-searching sermon,
But I was in almost desponding mood of mind,
and quite sshsmed of myself, *for the people
must have noticed my confusion,’ I said ; * and
what a gossip will it be all over the place that
the minister broke down in the middle of his ser-
mon! Burely; I added, ‘this was the worst
sermon ever preached from a pulpit.’

* We had scarcely got home, however, when
a lady desired to speak to me. The impression
which ber appearance made upon me was not
very agreeable. She was gaudily dressed, and
carried o flourish of trinkets, lace, and finery
about ber which created a most unfavorable im-
pressiou.

“ ¢ 8ir,’ she said, while bher lip quivered,’
could you permitt me to spesk to you in confi.
dence ¥’

“ ¢ Certainly, ma'sm.’

“Ilam alost womsn,’ she said, while tears
burst from ber eyes ; * but you, sir, can perhaps
tell me whether there is still salvation for me
who bave so long lived a careless life.’

* She then briefly told me her history. She
was a person held in high esteem in the society
in which she moved. But she was living with-
out God and without Christ in the world, and
entirely given up to plessure and love of dress
display. Chureh or chapel she seldom or never
visited. The places which she frequented were
the theater and the ball-room. But on this Bun-
day morning, haying gone out for walk, ber at-
tention wus struck by the singing which reached
her ears from my chapel. The thought occur-
red to her that she might as wel] step in and
sit down among the congregation, But here she
bad found that she had come just in time to
learn what the glory of man was. My sermon
went like a two-edged sword through her beart.
She saw that with all her beauty she was but a
withering flower, dead, lost, beipless, and hope-
less. And she pow besought me to tell her
more sbout that Saviour whom I had spoken of
as the only one who was able to save from ruin,
“Ineed not tell you,” my friend continued,

have never forgot'en since ; namely, that orstory,
rhetoric, etc., may be excellent thicgs in a pul.
pit, but that without the eloquence of 1he Holy
Spirit, which tells us of the love (f Hm wio
died for our sins, they will never lead s lost sip
ner to the fold of the only Good Shepherd.”

Beneral  dntelligence,

Colonial.

(. M. C. ASSOCIATION.—Tha lecture hefore
the Association last week by Rav. C B. Pibla-
Human Progress,” wag

Apart frim the
research and the literary taste evinced, there
was much t) piease and to profir, in the chris-
tian sentiment of the lecturer, and in the man-
[ liness shown by him in desliag with some of the
| public evils of the present day. The rext lec.
[ture will be given by R-v. Mr. Sedgewick on
| Tuesday evening mext. Subject: ** The Ants.
| gonisms of the Nineteenth Century,” being a
contiouation of his last winter’s lecture.

The rumour in circulation last week of the
[ appointment of Mr. Chas. Allison to be Go-
| vernor of the Penitentiary is now sad to
{ been unfounded.

have

* And would it be in- |

Acapia CorLrLkGE —The Culendar of tle
Acadia Cellege, 1868-9 s in print, containng
Lists of Faculty. 8 udents, Scholarships, . urse
of Institution, &*. Mr. Wm. E.der hac been
appointed to the Professorsnip of N.tural
Science.

lotelligence from Newfourdland is of the
| most gloomy description ss regards the pros-
pects of the poor people duriug the present wi-
ter. Already there is great distress 10 s.me
distri 'J.\‘i{’.l the government is represented ae
unable w Ppocure mesvs for the relicf of the
| necessitousy/

A large [uantity of pork came over the Nova
Scotis Reliway last week frem P K. lsand,
| bourd 10 . John, N. B. via Windsor. It
| was shipped to Pictou, conveyed by rail ‘o the
| Junction, from thence to Windsor, and st ipprd
[in the stesmer Empress to St. Joun N. B. If
{ P ctou harbour remains open, o further supply
| will pass ever the same route during the pre.en
| week.

We ere pleased to learn that the * Siper
Manufscturing Company,” at Dartmouth, ay,
doing a large business in the manufacture of
‘ Forbes’ Patent Acme Skate, the best ever in-
[ vented ; and are receiving large orders for them
| from Europe. They keep a large number of
hands constantly engsged at work. Success to
eoterprise.— Kxpress.

New Post Office cars are being built at the
Depot, and will be ready for use in ahout a
fortnight.  They will bs used for sorting letters
on the same plan now adopted in portions of
Cavada and the Unpited States. As soon as the
system gels into working order, it will be a
great accommodation to the public st lerge,
and there will be no delay in the delivery of
letters at the Post Offive — /6.

A woman by the name of Mrs Williama was
arrested some duys sgo for obtaining money
under false pretences. Her petition declared
that her husband had been drowned. In her
possession were found several articles of jewelry,
including & watch. It is said that her Lusband
is still living near Windsor.

Tue SToRM AT WINDSOR.—The only acci-
dent we have heard of, resulting from the gale
on Monday nigbt, that- has occurred in our
vicinity, is that of the capsizing in the Basin of
a small schooner, the * Deits,” commanded by
Rolph. The crew (not more than three we sup-
pose) cluog to her side until the next day, when
they were driven on shore. ‘Une sufferings
which they endured must bave been fearful;
expeeting every moment to be washed: ff by
the heavy sea. The captain’s son, (s youtig lad)
died before they reached the shore from expo-
sure.— Mail.

It is said said that Mr. 8. J. Scovil, the de-
faulting banker, was utterly ruined before be
began bis extensive gold operations.” It appears
that bis losses on previous transactions varied
from one thousand to thirty thousand dollars,
He is reported to have lost six thousand dollars
at one time by the robbery of his safe, and
other large amounta by the failure of persons in
business, with whom he was conpected. Inone
case he took a vessel in lieu of money for a
debt of about thirty thousand dollars, which he
entirely lost by the failure of the Columbia
office, in which his vessel was insured. It is
thought that he has not saved anything for him-
self from the wreck of his banking concern.

F'He INTERCOLONIAL RalLway Comuis-
SIONERS.—From an Ottawa telegram to the
Ezpress we learn that the Intercolonial Rail-
way Commissioners bave st last been officially
announged.  They are as follows :—For Oota-
rio, Aquila Walsh ; for Quebec, Charles J.
Brydge ; for New Brunswick, E. B. Cnandler ;
for Nova Secotis, Colonel Ccffir. The Hon. E B,
Chandler will resign his seat fn the New Bruns-
wick Goveroment.

It is said that it is doubtful whether the Do-
minion House of Commons will meet before
March,

United States.

A late - Washington despatch says that the
route for the line of the Union Pacific Railway
is well selected, crossing the Rocky Mountain
ranges at some of the most favorable passes, and
posseseing advantages for easy gradesunsur-
passed by any other railway line on simils
elevated ground.

It in stated that a new line of steamers will be
glwed on the route next spring, between St.

ohn, N. B., and Portland, that will make the
passage in from 16 to 17 hours.

All the wooden portion of Barracks, &, of
Fort Lafayette, below New York, were destroy-
ed by fire on Tuesday night. Numerous she!ls
exploded but the magazine remained safe. Loss
to Government estimated at a quarter of a
million dollars,

One version of the Alabama embroglio is
this, that Reverdy Johnson followed Seward’s
suggestions in the main, but the latter perceiving
that the arrangement was unpopular referred it
to a Cabinet meeting as a ready way to end it.
In the Cabinet one of the most emphatic oppo-
sers of the plan was Secretary Welles, who has
nearly always been opposed to Seward's Foreign
policy.

European,

Steamship Hiberma, from New York, Nov.
14, foundered on the 25th, seven hundred miles
west of the Irish coast. The paseengers and
crew all ook to the boats, five in number. Two
of the boats have been picked up, one is known
to'bave cspes'zed and all on board were lost.—
The fate ot the remaining two bhosts is as yet
unknown. It is now certain that fifty-two per-
sons, including the captain of the /libernia are
saved. The first ma'e was drowned Intelli-
gence of the mirsing boats is locked for with
great anxiety.

The Observer of Monday gives the following
as a list of the members of Mr. Gladstone’s
Cabinet : —Lord High Chancellor, Sir William
Page Wood ; President of Privy Council; Lord
Kimberly ; Lord of the Privy S-al, Earl Russell;
Chancellor of the Exchequer, Hon. R. Lowe;
First Lord of the Admiraity, Hugh Culling
Eardiy Childers; Foreign S-cretary, Esrl Cls-
rendon; Home Secretary, Henry A. Bruce;
Secretary of War, Mr. Card 1! ; Secretary for
Indis, the Duke of Argyle; Colonial Secretary,
Earl Granville; Secretary for Ireland, Chicbes-
ter Fortescue ; President of the Poor Law Board,
Mr. Goschen; Postmaster General, (ien. De
Grey ; Chancellor of the Duchy of Lincaster
Chas. P. Villiers; Lord Lieutenant of Ireland,
Earl Bpencer; Lord Chancellor of Ireland, H
0. Ogen.

A despatch fiom Constantirople states that
the sublime Porte, at the solicitation of Russis,

“ bow gladly I told her of Christ. Her eyes
were opened to the glory of his sin-atoning love
as well as to the beauty of bis holiness, It was
not long before she became a member of my
Church, and en that oceasjon she presented me
with this picture.”

‘ And what beecame of your sermons ” 1

continues diplomatic relations with Greece, but
sent to the Greek Government an ultimatum
which is supplied by the Great Powers.

. LoNDoN, Dec. 7.—George Prabody, the Ame

riean Philanthropist, has made another donation
of £100,000 sterling to the poor of Londoo.

asked archiy.

FRANCE.—The Moniteur gives an account of
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