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Separate Schools.
We have on o ffrent cccaaiona esp»*wd our 

tiewa in relation to the dieting Educational 
system in Nova Scotia, at being well adapted, 
if worked out aa it ought to be, to tff >rd the 
benefit of free Education to every child end 
youth of our Province. The School Lt*, *• it 
now stands on our Sta'ute Book, is the result of 
the experience of the best Educationists in our 
own and other countries ; and in framing it the 
ableat minda among u«, of every atade of reli- 
gioua and political opinion, gave to it the moat 
careful attention, bo as to render it as nearly 
perfect aa possible. It tiny, at time elapses, re­
quire modifications in some immaterial respects; 
but aa it is, it challenges the admiration of those 
abroad competent to form an opinion of its me­
rit,, while it will hear comparison with the beat 
School Laws of countries famed for their 
Educational privilege». What we have to do ia 
to work the ayatem thus afforded us to the beat 
advantage poaaible. If it preseee us hardly, by 
the taxation it imposes for the Erection of School 
building» sod the support of teachers, let ua bear 
this patiently, remembering that succeeding 
generation» are thereby to be benefi ted. Let 
our aim be diiected to uphold, anti generously 
sustain our Higher Schools and College», so that 
these may afford us a supply of teacher», libe­
rally educated,/or our Commoq School». It 1» 
too aoon to expect much fruit from our newly 
introduced School system, yet already are its 
benefits apparent ; and as the public mind Ire- 
cornea more awakened to the necessity of having 
first clast schools, and aa the teachers become 
better qualified for their important work, and 
their services better appreciated, we may hope 
to tee Nova Scotia occupying a proud position 
ia regard to the great question of Education.

We very deeply regret thereto» the disposi­
tion shown in the recent Session of our Legis­
lature to interfere with the beneficent operation 
of the Common School system, by an attempt 
to introduce an amendment that would sanction 
separate or denominational Schools ; to be sup­
ported on the principle of the existing statute, 
by general taxation. The meaeurl introduced, 
and which was postponed until the next Session, 
would admit of a minority in any rchool section, 
or a combination of minojitiea in adjoining sec­
tions, with the consent of the Commitsioners 
and of the- council of Public Instruction, to es­
tablish a distinct School. The design of this 
amendment ia to allow the establishment of com­
mon schools under ecclesiastical control, in 
which denominational tenets «ball be taught, and 
yet be eupported by general taxation.

It is objected to our present School ayatem, 
that it is “ godless.” This we cannot admit. 
As regards re.igioua teaching it ia wuat every 
common school system ought to be. lt provides 
that the instructions given in our Schools shall 
be baaed on sound moral principles, embracing 
lestons from the Holy Scriptures, without at all 
entrenching on the domain of sectarian opinions 
or infringing upon teiigioui liberty. Our School 
law aa it now elands allows of moral and reli 
gious instruction by the teacher, to the utmost 
that any common school teacher ought to be per­
mitted to go ; while the School Trustees are left 
at liberty to make such arrangements as they 
deem to be desirable, bearing on this aspect of 
the question, in consonance with the spirit of the 
law. The Schools accordingly,may be opened un­
der the direction of the Trustee a,by Script ute read 
ing and prayer ; but so jealously is religious frei - 
dom protected, where such opening exercise» are 
authorised, the attendance of those children 
wboae parents or guardians object thereto ia not 
compulsory during such opening religious ser­
vices. By this arrangement every reasonable 
demand is met. There ia no interl.rence with 
denomiaational views, and yet to allow more 
than this in the way of religious instruction in 
out common schools would be to afford State 
support for the inculcation of sectarian princi­
ples ; while, on the other hand, to oblige School 
Trustees, contrary to their religi'-us convictions, 
to ignore the Book of God anu otaer recogni­
tion of Christianity and of religious obligation, 
would be unworthy of the age and of the court 
try in which it is cur happiness to live.

Several modes of combining secular and re­
ligious instruction in our common Schools have 
sometime» been recommended ; but to every cne 
of these, except the plan admissible by our pre­
sent School Law, grave objections may be urged. 
We have the strongest conviction that school 
instruction should be baaed on sound religions 
principles. We are also alive to the great im­
portance of giving to youth a thorough religious 
training. But it is our persuasion that the pub 
lie school is not the place tor the kind and 
amount of religious teaching which every young 
person should certainly receive. This impor­
tant part ol Christian obligation can be belt dis­
charged by chris ian parents, Christian min'sters, 
Sabbath school teachers, or by such other me­
thods as the churches may severally choose to 
adopt. In our judgment the introduction to our 
common schools of any amount of rel gious in­
struction beyond wsat is available under our ex­
isting School Law would be injustice to those 
entertaining sentiments at variance with the 
instruction thus sought to ,be given, while the 
additional time thus required tor religious teach­
ing would be taken from studies that ought not to 
be overlooked, or else greatly interfere with the 
proper work of the school and the teacher.

If it be desired to make the day school a nur­
sery for denominational principles, then such 
school should be conducted independently of 
the provisions of our school law. By the exis­
tence of such schools no rights need be vio'a'ed ; 
but we protest strongly against the separate 
school measure, introduced at the rec»nt session 
of the Legislature. We should regard the 
adoption of such a principle-as a s'ep retrogres­
sive in tl^ educational interests of the pro­
vince ; and such xan enactment as one that 
would assuredly hâve a most injurious hearing 
upon our present school system. It would de­
feat the inten’ion of the present law. lt would 
break up many existing schools or greatly inter­
fere with their efficiency and standing. It would 
establish two or more schools in sections not 
able to support more than one good school. It 
would sow broadcast sectarian animosities, and 
distract communities. It would afford opportu­
nity for factious and evil-minded persons to 
make strife and division where all should be 
harmony and peace. It wou d give the right 
for any denomination to agitate fur a separate 
school, no matter how sinUi a minority such 
denominstion might be in a school <1 strict ; and 
it would oblige persons to submit lo taxation 
for the support ol views rega-tled by them as 
heretical.

There is reason to belie-ve, that in some in­
stances in our Province, School Commissioners 
have winked at the introduc'ion of dénomma- 
tkxaai teaching in the common schools. This is 
all wrong, and we hope will not long fce toler­
ated. Some of the schools in this city are of 
this class, and perhaps in the change from the 
former arrangements by the adoption ol previ- 
oualy existing schools, some discretionary power 

kave been allowed the Commissioners in

this respect. But each an a’lowance of secta­
rianism in our city schools can be borne with 
only as a temporary measure, or until sufficient 
school accommodation has been provid d. 
There were special provicions which admitted 
of roch procedure in regard to the city school», 
but only for the present ; and we hope the 
necessity lor such an arrangement will no* long 
continue. No other exceptional case of this 
nature exists in Nova Scotia ; ao that if school 
commissioners elsewhere than in the city coun­
tenance any similar proceedings they do so in 
vio'ation of law, and ought to be brought to task 
lor so doing. ,

This question ol separate schools as it is in­
tended to be forced upon the Prote.tants of 
Nova Scotia, ia one of the utmost consequence. 
We hope that it will be so brought before the 
public as to be thorough'y comprehended. The 
(ruits of such a system in a neighbouring colony, 
in the establishment of nunneries, and of schools 
conducted by Christian Brothers, and different 
ordets of Sisters of the Roman Catholic Church, 
have but to be understood in order to know 
what may he looked for in Nova Scotia, if 
certain ecclesiastics can have their way. 
public meetings he held in every county to 
struct the repreaentativ.a as to their duty in 
this crisis ; let petitions be sent from every dis­
trict against the change sought to be made ; and 
let our rulers know that no government in Nora 
Scotia can with impunity trifle with rights so 
sacred.

Let
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The Watchnight
In a few days more, the last evening of 

the year will have come, and in many of our 
churches will be held “ the Watchnight." 
A few words concerning the interesting pub ic 
religious service to which this name is applied, 
will not be unseasonable.

The origin of watchnight» among the Metho­
dists appears to have been at Kingswood, near 
Bristol, England, not later than the winter ol 
1741-2. They had neither Mr. Wesley nor any 
other minister for their founder. It would seem 
they arose from the fervent piety of the Metho­
dist people. Mr. Wesley’s first connection with 
the watchnight is thus mentioned by him, “ 1 
was informed that several persona in Kingswood 
frequently met together at the school, and when 
they could spare time spent the greater part of 
the night in prayer, and praise, and thanksgiv­
ing.” The first wa'ckn'gkt that Mr. Wesley held 
was on April 9, 1742, in London. The Friday 
night nearest the lull moon was chosen, that 
those who might come from a distance might 
have light on returning to their several homes. 
In tbo e days the service began at half-an-bour 
past e ght, and continued until a little after 
midnight. There was usually a sermon preach­
ed, which was followed by exhortations, and 
prayers, wherein the society took an active, and 
even a principal part.

A peculiar blessing was often found at those 
seasons. Generally there was a deep awe upon 
the congregation, owing doubtless, in part, to 
the silence of the night. The service was com­
monly concluded with singing the 54th hymn in 
the book now u*ed by the connexion.

Hearken to the aolertin voice !
The awful midnight cry.

Waiting souls rejoice, rejoice.
And see the Bridegroom nigh.

• # • •
Happy he whom Christ shall tind 

Watching to see him come :
Him the Judge of all mankind,

Shall bear triumphant home.

For a considerable time the watchnight was 
held monthly in a lew places, which were the 
chief centres ol Methodiat activity.

There were some persons who adviaeel that 
this service should not be allowed. These ob­
jector» put Mr. Wesley upon weighing the mat­
ter thoroughly, and comparing it with the prac­
tice of the ancient Christians. He not only saw 
no cause why he should forbid it, but be believed 
rather that the service might be made of more 
general use. Whether the benefit of watchnight 
towards saving souls arose from the novelty, or 
the peculiarity of the thing, especially the hear, 
ing about the coming Saviour in all his glory in 
the awful stillness of the midnight hour, it was 
clearly observed that the impression then made 
on many souls was never subsequently effaced

For how many years the monthly watchnight 
was held is not easily ascertained, and it is not 
material to do so, neither does it appear in what 
year the custom was introduced, which gradu 
ally became general, of holding a watchnight 
on the last evening of the year. It is believed 
that the earliest record of such an occasion in 
Mr. Wesley's published journal was in 1762. 
He was then also in London, but a wa'chnight 
at the close of the year had been customary 
before. His words are “ Thur. 31. We con­
cluded the year as usual with a solemn watch- 
night. O ! may we conclude our lives in the 
same manner, b'eseing and praising God "

Two other notices of s'milar services wi'l 
this day be read with much pleasure. This dis­
tinguished servant of God was in Bath in the 
last days ot 1776. He wrote shortly afterwards, 
" We concluded the old year and began the 
new with blessing and thanksgiving. Four or 
live of the local preachers assisted me. I was 
agreeably surprued, their manner of praying 
being so artless and unlaboured, and yet rational 
and scriptural both as to sense and expression."’ 
At the end ol 1779 Mr. Wesley was again in 
London. His account for the last service for 
that year is in these words, “ Thur. 31. Wt 
concluded the old year with a solemn watch 
night, and began the new with praise and 
thanksgiving. We had a violent storm at night. 
The roaring of the wind was like loud thunder. 
It kept me awake halt-an hour. I then slept 
in peace." His last watchnight was held where 
the first had been, in Kingswood, on October 1 
1789. He was then eighty six years of age, a 
marvel ol neatness in bis apparel, his face was 
as fair as a child's—his spirit pure and benevo­
lent. He had very long white hair, his voice 
was very soft and beautiful. It is therefore not 
to be wondered at that he should say, '* most ol 
the people stayed till the end."

The historians of Methodism have carelul’y 
preset ved for the coming generations the salu­
tary influence of the watchnight on the piety 
and the progress of the Connexion. It is now 
rarely if ever held, except at the end of the 
year. It it aa necessary, and as useful in these 
days as in the past. Recently it has been 
adopted by other churches. The Rev. Newman 
Hall holds a watchnight in the celebrated Sur­
rey Chapel at the close of each year. It is 
very numerously attended, and it is most im­
pressively conducted. In some o?the sanctua­
ries of the Church of England the wa’chnight 
has been introduced both at home and in the 
co'oniea. In these facts we rejoice to read a 
public endorsation of those special means of 
doing good to the souls of men, by the pious, 
active, honoured ministers of other denomina­
tions. Their suce.as ia ours. We wish them 
good luck in the name of the Lord.

Certainly in one respect Thursday the last 
day of the present year will be favourable for 
the usual watch meetings. The moon will be 
full two days previously. On the 31st she will 
rise at about 7 30, and of course there will he 
excellent light until morning. Thii will con­
duce to a large attendance, and that may be

the precursor of an abondant and abiding bless­
ing to the people.

To those who are not very familiar with the 
manner of proceedir g cn our circuits of average 
area, and that possess ordinary facilities for as­
sembling the people, it may be sa d the minu­
ter will proceed in some such way as this 
(although every superintendent will have hi* 
own modification and improvement on the 
sketch here given) : In those circuits cn which 
there is any room for selection, he will early 
choose the church, in which the wa'chnight will 
be be d, and ot this, intimation wi t be general'y 
made without delay. The hour of commence­
ment ia varied, according to the number of per­
sons expected to assist. Long services are 
found not the most profitable. Many watch- 
nights are'begun at ten o'clock, and are closed 
a lew minutes alter “ the noon of night.” When 
the people receive notice of this service, they 
will be requested to arrange their business and 
social intercourse so that their coming may be 
promoted, and not hirdered. All will be re­
spectfully invited to attend, especially the grown 
up young, and that they would be present at 
the beginning of the meeting. The minister 
will also pre-engage the best helpers be can com­
mand, that himself and they may be duly quali­
fied for their respective parts at the watchnight, 
that their individual exercises may fit into one 
another as an acorn into its cup, or a hand into 
its glove. He wi.l likewise request the aged 
and other pious persons who may not be able 
to attend, to pray very earnestly that the ser­
vice may be one of saving grace to’ many. In 
due time be will make arrangements that the 
church be made as comfortable by warmth and 
light as circumstances permit. He will suffici­
ently tarly place the lumbers of the hymns to 
be sung in the hands of those on whose talent 
for singing he can confidently rely, that this 
part ol the solemn service may be executed

ith the utmost possible propriety. The minis 
ter well knows that attention to this is the more 
necessary, if any of the hymns be in a peculiar

. . . . . , . , ling in the half demolished pew». Who has ing c'u’d be more graceful and appropriate tnsn ; •• "en," he answered with a smile, " the iAfiL
All Christiana hats become pne-t. , th whole | ^ ^ Arçhiœedel lnd hil llT„ y—ol his (or tbow wbo revere hi# memory to merk the had t.ught me (his great lesson, which I hope I

bold boast that, it he could make it long enough l toniversiry with some useful end lasting token have never forgot'en since ; namely, that oratory, 
and find an outride lulcram-pomt he cou d raise ] 0( their gratitude for his life. And no auch rhetoric, etc., may be excellent things in t pui- 
the solid globe with it ? Mind your standing, toben woul<j be more appropriate and appréciai- pit, but thaï without the eloquence of th. Ho y 
for the breath ol centurie» has thinned and i ,d ,ben the restoration of the church in which he Spirit, which telle u* ef the love c f H m who 
weakened it. What Archimedes sought Wick-1 pr,,ched and died. It it now sadly dilapidated, died for our tins, they will never lead a lost sin.

world a temple ; all time holy ; and the only 
ritual prescribed, the psalm of a life fashioned 
after the example of Christ. This ia the teach­
ing not alone of James, but of all the apostles. 
Paul makes the body of a Christian the temple 
of the Holy Ghoet ; and Peter makes all Chris­
tiana “ a holy priesthood to offer op spirituel 
sacrifice, aceeptsble to God by Jesus Christ "

If thsss things be so, those rw-actionsrisa in 
this country and England, who are introducing 
a gorgeous ritual, like the Jewish and the Ro­
man, convict themselves, if not of ignorance, of 
an anti-Christian rebellion. They are the Juds- 
ixere of Paul's time, attempting to revive what 
Christ baa abolished. They ere Romanise re, 
without the excuse of Romenists, end volunta­
rily accept the great apoataoy of Rome from tbo 
simplicity and freedom of the eerly church, 
when ell Christians were brothers, end religion 
wee e new life in Christ First came the Hier­
archy, offspring of human ambition ; next, the 
Rituel, Judaism revived ; end it hea pleased 
God to devote a thousand years, and the faire»! 
parts of Europe, Asia and Africa to the acting 
out in history of what ritualism ia capable of in 
the usurpation of Christianity. Ia not this 
enough, and shall we re-inaugurate the trial in 
this nineteenth century, and on this virgin toil 
of a new continent ? God forbid ! This new 
land of ours is married to a new future. One 
of the ministers of the ProteeUnt Episcopal 
Church in New-Yetk has been preaching e eerie» 
of eermooe on what he ia pleased to call “ The 
Failure of Protestantism.” As if Rome had not 
failed, he would bare her experiment of ritual­
istic eacramente and symbolic worship triad over 
again. But what would it amount to, it the 
whole population were gathered every Sabbath 
in the church, and jailed with awful reverence 
upon aacramenta dispensed by stoled priests ?— 
What though the medieval church were re-io- 
atated in the convictions of men ? What if all 
the babilléi of the brothels and rat-pita of 
Water-street become converted to this ritualism,

llfl found juat wheie yon stand—a fulcrum-point] From the pulpit one may aee fragment» of wall 
and a lever that lifted a greater weight then • »nd rornic lying at the broken feet of the pillar», 
the Greek Sampson of mechanics promised to j villager» are making a atrenuoua tffjrt to 
raise. Here be found and worked a leverage that J raise the means for the renovation ol the edifice* 

! made the Vatican and all the Papal cathedrals

found :
Come let us anew our journey pursue.

Roll round with the year.
And never stand atilt,Till the Master appear.

metre, like that of the 46th hymn, which is often j stickler» for it after “ the moat etraiteat aect” of 
tke last sung, in the earliest minutes of the new that religion, does any body imagine the mission 
year, and, indeed, one more suitable cannot be i Christianity would be in any degree accom­

plished, and the worship it ri quitta rendered ? 
No! The world need» juat one thing, and 
Christ require» juat one thing, the power of the 
Ooipel in Christian heart», the religion which

O, that each from'hi. Lord maj "rscol.s’th. glad ' Cbn,t «“bodied in bis life, of which his good 
word. I Samaritan, bending veer a fallen fellow man, ia

Enter ffito m?djoy‘«ud‘.u down on my throne " \ lbe ‘IP*; • religion, which in the aanctuary ia a
. scourge of email cords to drive the mercenary 

It may confidently be expected that a watch- from d,fili„g lhe boule of God . wbicb honf)„
night thn. prepared for, end then conducted with he 8<bblthl by doing eork, ot mer ,nd 
mingled ecrioo.ne.e, ...I, knowledge, affection, ! ehich c0D.,crel„ d,.th not by ,noinling oil, bat 
mey be worthy of long end grateful re-em- ' b lnd for Thie „li-
branc*. When tt u very near mtdn.ght, lb. , gion.„m kiu icfld.,i„, ead thlt lhot, of 
voices of ell are hutbed. Ere,y on. ..reque.ted, ; „ f„d ;L Thi„ „or,hi„ wi„

of Chris endom rock and vibrate a» il an earth­
quake were shaking the r foundations.

How wonderful are these moral forces that 
move the world of mind, liana form the life and 
structure ot nations, and regenerate the cycles 
ol human history .' Here in ihta quiet rural vil­
lage, in Leicestershire, in the midst ot tree 
bound a*! level farms threaded and illumined 
by a branch stream of the gentle Avon, Wick 
lift set in mot on a force that moved the world ; 
and while the world was moving on the ground 
swell of its mental emotion, little Lutterworth 
was perhaps as quiet and still aa to day. He 
has been called '‘ the morning star of the Refor­
mation." But the l'ght and warmi h of «tare do 
not equal or express the vita ity which he in­
fused into the great movement. His life was 
more than a light to it. It gave to it virtually 
its first pulse of action ; and the beats ot the on­
ward movement, though sometimes alow and 
taint, were felt through the two centuries that 
intervened between him and Lather. This he 
did, and did it heie. He first put the Gospel 
of Jesos Christ in'o the homely, honest English 
tongue of the common people ; for there was no 
English people nor English language proper in 
Alfred’s day- And omy a small portion of the 
English nation in Wicklid a time could read 
•bat Allred wrote, or apeak whet he spoke. 
The l’ope at Rome, and hie legales, cardinale 
and bishops in England, and all through Chris, 
tendom, were not much moved with fear at 
Wickiiff 'aLatin disputations with the monks at 
Oxford. He might overmaster them in argu­
ment, without breaking or bending a beam in 
the huge structure of their system. But when be 
took Christ’s Gospel out ot the iron coffin ot the 
coldest ot dead languages, in which they shut it 
from the masses of Europe for cen’uries, tear­
fulness eu rpr sed them, as if they saw the same 
handwriting on the walls of Papal domination 
that Be'shazzar saw on his.

No reformation in England, France or Ger- 
tnoay would have been produced or began while

The Interrupted Sermon.
One evening 1 wm chitting with my friend 

the minister, in his study. My attention wss 
turned to n beautifully embroidered text, which 
was auepended on the wall. It was the passage 
in 1 Peter i, 24, 25 : “ All flesh is as grave, anu 
all the glory of men ae the flower of graee. The 
grata withereth and the flower thereof falleth 
away ; but the word of the Lord endureth for­
ever.”

“ What an exquisite piece of needle-work 
thia is!" I *xid. •• It ia quite wonderful."

•' It ia,” he answered : •* but more wonder­
ful still were the remarkable leadings of God of 
which thia picture is a remembrance."

** Heall) Î1 I rejoined. •• And would it he in­
discreet—”

ser to the fold of the only Go oil Shepherd."

Antral Jntdlrgcnrr.
Colonial.

Y. M. C. Association.—The lecture before 
the Association last week bv R-v. -C B. Pv.hl*- 
do, of St. Mary'a, on ‘ Human Progress," was 
a masterly etfjrt, and was n edited with every 
demonstration of applause. Apart fr. m the 
research an 1 the literary taste evinced, tht re 
was much t ) pit-ase and to pretv, in the Chris­
tian sentiment of the lecturer, and in the man­
liness shown by him in dealing with some of the 
public eviis of the present day. The text lec­
ture will be given by K-v. Mr. Sedge wick on 
Tuesday evening next. Subject : •• lhe Ants- 
gonism* of the Nineteenth Century " bring a 
continuation of his last winter’s lectute.

The rumour in circulation last week of the 
appointment of Mr. Chat. Allison lo be Go- 
vernor of the Penitential) ia now said to have 
been unfounded.

Acadia College —The Calendar of tte 
Acadia College, 18Û8-Î), is in print, contain rg

“ (I, 1 shall b, d»light,d to tail yon th» at or,. , y,,. u, FlCull, 8 Scholar.hip., (’ um,
h* interrupted kindly. - It take» us back aomr 0f l„,tnuttoD. X '. Mr Wm. E.!»r ha. b»vn

whilst passing into the new year to engage on 
hit knees, in silent prayer. Solemn thoughts 
then occupy the mind. Holy purposes are form­
ed, divine grace ie sought and obtained to render 
them effectuai to conversion—holiness—salva­
tion. Ministers may safely expect that their 
labour herein ehall not be in vain. When the 
Lord gives lo bit servants apottoiic yearning for 
the souls of men, and power to proclaim, though 
it be with tears, the apostolic doctrine of Jeeue 
and him crucified, He will he willing to give 
them also apostolic success. When thus souls 
are won consolation abounds, labour becomes 
rest, and “ the joy ah all be even as the joy of 
harvest, and as men rejoice when they divide 
the spoil.”

Come, then, brothers and friends, let ui see 
to it, end strive for it, that to far aa the holy 
profit cl the watch-night for the year 1868, may 
depend on the suitable efforts of our minister», 
and people, nothing shell be wanting. May the 
great Lover of Sinners effectually succour hji 
servants in gathering the lost home to Himaelf 
that they mey be found in Him for ever.

In many circuit», and it ie worthy of imitati­
on, New Year’s Sabbath ia the day, not only for 
communion in the Lord's Supper, but also for 
renewal of the Covenant with God. The watch- 
night will afford a grand opportunity for first 
sufficiently urging the duty and privilege of de­
ciding to serve the Lord ; and then, of inviting 
all nbj by grace shall ao decide to record their 
vowa in the house of the Lord, end in fellowship 
with bis people on the ensuing Sabbath. Then 
again, may the prophecy be fulfilled, “ One shell 
•ey I am the Lord's, end another shall call him­
self by the name of Jacob ; and another abed 
subscribe with hia hand unto the Lord, and sur­
name himaelf by the name of Israel."

eorehip
beads before it.—Chrittian World.

E. B
December 14, 1868.

The True Bitualiem.
BY WM. IVES BÜDINGTON, D. D, 

the ritualism which Christ requires, the only 
one which is appropriate to the Church of Christ, 
ia a holy and beautiful life. The religious man, 
that is, the devout worshipper, according to 8t. 
James, is the man of parity and benevolence,

In Old Testament times, the service o' God 
was ordered in an elaborate and imposing ritual, 
a temple, magnificent and luatroua with marble 
and gold,an altar with slaughtered victims,the fire 
and smoke of sacrifice ; a high priest, splendidly 
clothed in symbolic garments, and splendidly 
attended. Under the New Testament dispensa­
tion, thia spectacular ritual has been abolished ; 
and in place of it hat come a blameless, sweet, 
and useful life. Coleridge, in bis Aids to Reflec­
tion, remarks, with a beauty to be seen only 
when his profound meaning is understood, “ the 
outward service of ancient religion, the rites, 
ceremonies, and ceremonial vestments of the old 
law had morality for their substance. They were 
the letter of wnich morality was the spirit ; the 
enigma of which morality was the mewing. But 
morality itself ia the service and the ceremonial 
(cuUus exterior,) of the Cnriatian religion. The 
theme ol truth and grace, that became through 
Jeaue Christ the faith tba'. looka down into the 
perfect law of liberty, baa light for its garment ; 
it a very robe is righteousness.”

So that Christian living has under the Chris­
tian dispensation been exalted into the worship 
of God. Vocal prayings, and singing», and 
preachings, in houses built by human hands, is 
not worship, but only the sign and preparation 
for it, not the living service of God itself, but 
the school and tuition of it. They are as far 
from being the real thing, as is the scaffolding
from the building, and not leas subsidiary._
Thia is all the more true, because it waa not to 
once. Before Christ, the worship of God was a 
literal ritual ; it was confined to Jerusalem, 
waa exclusively in the baud» of a priesthood, 
and proceeded through scenic representations, a 
c msecrated victim, a blood-shedding and burnt- 
offering, the incenae, the ascending flame and

Letter from Pictoa-
Deak Editor,—Probably tame are anxious 

to know the state of the work of God in this, to 
ua, new sphere of labour. We ere happy to 
assure our brethren that many of our feare and 
misgivings, have been banished by the cordial 
reception we met with, and the unceasing proofs 
of Christian affection and good will, both from 
our own and the aliter congregations. We feel 
justified in regarding our experience in the pest 
ae a pledge of happy and, we trust, successful 
future toil.
* The pledgee given by the late Evangelical 
Union Church to our Conference have been fully 
carried out.

The transfer of the E U. property upon the 
regular connexional plan haa been effected. We 
cannot tut express our grateful appreciation of 
the unanimity with which the members and 
offios-bearera of that Church cto, crated with us 
in thia juncture of onr effeiri.

A meeting waa held on the 10th nil. for the 
purpose of organising a Wesleyan Methodist 
Church in Pictou. Seventeen partons enrolled 
themselves with our branch of God’s greet family. 
We have now a nucleus of 25, and earnest!) 
pray that the “ little one mey become a thou 
•end ” end that they mey all go on to perfection." 
You will be pleased lo know that the Sabbath 
achool, which haa justly receieed auch prominent 
notice of late, is also flourishing. Six classes 
have been organised within the last three months.

On Tuesday last we enjoyed one of those es 
•entitle in modern church policy—a Tea meet­
ing. The Ladies of our congregation resorted 
to thie plan of defraying expense» incurred by 
furnishing the parsonage. We congratulate 
those kind and willing laborers on the realisa­
tion of it* net proceed*. S-117. The occasion 
waa one of rare enjoyment, and though we may 
readily calculate pecuniary inaltéré ; we believe 
the social advantage of auch gathering» ie in cal 
culable,

After tea Mise S. Duchemin—and the choir 
of Oriental Division discoursed to us •• sweet 
music " end the Rev. Dr. Bayne (U. P.) Rev, 
Mr. Hurd men (Kirk), Rev. J. Rogers, Rev. J 
Geetx—and C. 8. Lane, E*q., favoured the audi­
ence with able end interesting addresser. Tc 
these —aa also to the committee for their ardu­
ous toil—the public tor their generous patronage 
—and the “ Free Masons ” for the untaxed use 
of their spacious and magnificent Hail, we ten­
der our cordial thanks.

We remain Dear E liter,
Youra in the Bonds ol the Gospel.

L. G
Pictou, Dec 7, 1868.

twenty-five years, when 1 we» a ycutig preacher.
1 think 1 am jaatifisd in saying that l tried to 
preach the Gospel to the beet of mv knowledge 
but I must add that my knowledge wee sadly 
limited. I thought that to be useful I ought 
above ail thing* to exnciae myself in the she. j 
tot cel art and it the elegen* forme of eloquence 
Now certainly nobody will eeeert that rhetoric 
end el iqueuee are arte which a preacher of the 
Gospel shoe Id neglect—Robert Halt, for in­
stance, waa no less a preacher of the truth be­
cause he clothed his thought* in oratorical 
language ; but 1 overdid the thing. As my 
vanity waa We,I pleased when I tew number», 
end especially of the higher and wealthier clan, 
attracted to me hy the beeutiee of my style end 
the power of my elocution, 1 selected those 
subject which afforded most ao vie for display i 
and dévots il almost all my time during the week 
to tny sermons, which, et.er hsr-ng b-en care­
fully * planned and polished,’ were word for 
word committed to memory. The consequence 
was that the contents of my sermons became 
very poor and shallow ; and the plain truths of 
the Gospel which apeak of sin, of righteous

at all,

appointed
Science.

to the Professorship of X -tarai

Intelligence from N-wfourdland is if the 
most gloomy description es regards tie pros­
pects ol th» poor people during the prase tv en­
ter. Already there is great distress in ». me

It-e government ie reprea* tiled as 
meant for the relief of the

the New Testament waa shut up in Latin. None 
knew thia bettor than the Roman H erarchy ; »••*. *nd °* judgement, if introduced 
and they regarded it as the most dangerous and 
guilty high treason to their system for any one 
to put the pure and |imple truths of the Gospel 
before the masses in their own native tongue.
This Wick lifte did ; and did it here in quiet lit­
tle .Lutterworth, whither he had been driven by 
a persecution that would have drunk his blood

From the N. Y. Independent.

The Birth Place of the Reforma' 
tion.

BT ELIHC BCRRITT.

Take it for what it was and ia to the most vi­
tal life of the Anglo-Saxon race, and of all the 
peoples that have wrestled up to the high lev­
els of civil and religious liberty, there ia no 
square foot of space in England or Europe, on 
which an American or Englishman should set 
bis foot more reverently than upon the iron hard, 
thin-worn floor of Wicklifle's pulpit in the old 
church of Lutterworth. So I felt when 1 made 
that venture, with a little el that deep venera­
tion which the place should inspire in thought­
ful men, I eay inspire—which expresses a lacul- 
ty which one does not often ascribe to wood 
atone, or any inanlma e thing. A poet ot re­
spected genius haa versified ‘ sermons in stones,’ 
which mean audible or Intel igible speech. 
There are no stones put one upon another iu 
the walls ol any English or European church ao 
full ol instructive speech and inward and out­
ward breathing ae those that inclose Wickliffe'
oaken pulpit. If there be a point of space and 
a point of time in conjnction where and when a 

•moke,-all symbols and prophecies of that1 devoutly-read man might feel the impulse on 
Christian service,which now consists not to much him to take off hi* shoes and stand softly on his 
in p.alm and prayer and Sabbath assembly, .. bare leet, it might well be in hi, first silent min- 
in the religion of which the Epistle of James is ute on this wasted floor on which the first apos- 
a portraiture,-» life of faith expressing itself in tie ot the English tongue and of the Reformed 
wi-rka like His, who went about doing good, faith of Christendom preached lhe truths of the 
The distinctive feature of Christianity is just thia, great Gospel ae he saw and felt them five hun- 
the exaltation of holy obedience, in walks of life dred years ago. Stand reverently on these 
however humble, into the true worship, the worn and narrow boards, and listen with alien- 
absolute religion, that which ia the end end con- live faculties to the preaching of these time eat- 
eumm.tion of Sabbath» and Sabbath eervicea. en walla. Some ol their loosened stones have

had it not been lor stout John of Gannt and 
crown more jealous of the political than the spir­
itual domination and doctrine» of the Pope. 
Here he translated the New Tee*ament, verse 
by verse ; feeling that in each he waa patting 
out a lamp into the darkness which no tempest 
of Papal persecution or night-damp# ol ignor­
ance could extinguish. A modern painting re 
presents him here sending forth apostolic cou­
ples of converted monks with copies ol his man 
script Testament». Another might be painted, 
representing hi a copyists at work upon the text, 
written with hia own hand, showing two 
three shaven polls clustering over the manu 
script ; (or acme of hie miaeionary monks d oubl­
ies» transcribed those Gospel words which they 
carried forth to the people. What faith ! what la­
bor ! to lighten a great land of darkness through 
a few gimlet holes! to revolutionize a nation's 
creed with manuscript hooka ! What a mighty 
belief uplifted hie soul, that, put in those quaint, 
hearty words ol the common people’s speech, 
the spirit of God would clothe them with tongues 
ol fire ! One ol his Testaments must have spo­
ken to Chaucer in thia way, for he waa one 
Wickiiff'a earliest converts. He waa but two or 
three years junior of the great Reformer, and 
was a special favorite at court, and in aristocra­
tic circles. He lacked the brave heart and 
the strong conviction! ot his master. He ran 
well for a time, and bore muck obloquy and per­
secution. But the strain was too great for hia 
endurance. He succumbed, recanted, and be­
trayed his associates ol the new faith ; and 
other detections made work for bitter and 
healthy repentance in later year», as hia “Tee 
lament of Love" fully proves. It was only one 
of the truth ray» that radiated outward from 
Wickiiff’a life that fell into Chaucer's opening 
mind. It lit up within him that light and glow
of thought which made him as much of the fa­
ther of English poetry as hia master waa the 
father of English Reformation. Wickiiff’a Tes­
tament, very likely, was the first book that 
Chaucer ever saw in the Englieh language 
it existed after the Norman Conquest ; and bad 
the poet not seen what expression and working 
power it gave to the words of the Goepel, he 
might have penned his immortal verse in Latin 
or Norman French.

Who that has read the very horn-book 
Eogliah history can stand in Wickiiff’a pulpit, 
and look around upon the dilapitated walla of 
old Luttherwoath church, without being stirred 
with these impresetve reminiscence! t Here he 
•food for year», and put forth those breve ut- 
terancea that made the principalities and pow­
er» of the Papal Empire writhe with rage. When 
their long arms had well nigh reached him, 
•tronger than theirs leecued him from their 
grasp. In the middle of a sermon, which their 
persecution threatened to arrest, he fell dead in 
thie pulpit. He looked end «poke hie last with­
in these Welle. Now, what house built with 

eo’s bend» on the Island of Great Britain 
should he held more sacred to the whole Eng- 
lisb speaking race in both hemisphere! than thia 
old Lutteworth church, in which Wiekliff preach­
ed and died ? In whet English edifice should 
all the offspring atatee of the Mother Country 
feel a more precious and vital ownership ? Why, 
Wiekliff eat not only the father of the great 
Reformation, and of all it begot of religious at.d 
cieil life, but his Bible wsa the mother of all 
English literature. He «tende in the seme 
relation to Shake.pare that Lutterworth, on 
one of the heed stream» of the Avon, stands 
to Stratford. The river of the bard at the plaoe 
of hia birth and burial does not drink in more 
of the little Swift of the Leiceeterthire village 
then did hia genius drink from the fountain­
head of Wickiiff'a thoughts. How affecting is 
the incidents! connection between the burial 
place of the one end the birth-place of the other ] 
A century end e half before Shakespeare wee 
borr, the aehea ot the greet Reformer, thrown 
into the stream at Lutterworth, and floating 
down the Aeon, may have lodged their sacred 
sediment upon the green rim of the poet’a river, 
which hie baby-feet pressed in hie first walk in 
Stratford churchyard. Shake spare haa had hia 
tercentenary ; why abould not Wiekliff have hie 
quinquecentenary, in which the whole English- 
speaking race should join to commemorate whet 
they owe to hie great life’s work for all that 
is precious end everlasting in civil and religious 
freedom and vitality ? ItSince Chriat died there haa been no legitimate fallen inward upon the paved floor. Bnt they I hundred vêara lïnêëhe tent hnhtZ 

prietthood on earth, no temple of God, no ritual, preach their aient sermons aa they lie crumb-' ■ " • - - °°*>l**
of hia Eogliah Gospel* from Lutterworth. Noth-

oratory.
" 1 My dear,’ my good wife would sometime» 

say, 1 1 am afraid you are making more admir­
ers of youraelf than frllow.ra ol Jraua.’

“ • How to, dear f 1 would aak testily a ‘didn’t 
you like my sermon thie morning ?’

" • Well,’ the answer would be, • I cannot but 
eay that you preached beautifully, and that all 
you said was quite true eo far aa it went ; but 
there are many other precious and important 
truths which you aeUom or never preach about, 
and which yet we are.greatly in need ol.’

“ And to the would often in her closet com­
mit the matter to God, and pray him to teach 
me to lead those who are dead in treepe.see end 
tine to a tiring, loving, and life-giving Chriat.

*• It pleased the Lord to hear that prayer of 
my excellent wife. One Sunday morning I 
preached ae usual to a crowded congregation, 
chiefly composed of the principal inhabitant» of 
the neighborhood. I was juat then engag­
ed in giving my eudienoe a picturesque descrip­
tion of a sunset on the See of Galilee, when ell 
on a sudden, owing tn the eloea atmosphere, • 
little girl fell into a feinting fit. The distur­
bance which it created, though only abort and 
comparatively insignificant, yet ao much put me 
out that I became altogether ronfneed' The 
rest of my sermon all at cnee vanished from my 
memory. I could not poccibly recollect one 
word of it. In my perpleaity I cried to God 
for help. While looking down on my Bible, 
which wee lying open before me, my eye fell 
upon the text of Peter which you see yonder 
auepended on the wall. Yielding, ee it were, to 
an initinctive impulse, I teed it to my bearers, 
and began preaching from it an improvised ser­
mon juat aa it came up in my heert. And here 
having lost my oratorical flower-backet, I could 
not help laying bare the troths of God’s word in 
all their simplicity and startling reality. Con­
necting the text with my previous description I 
called the glory of man a setting inn, but which 
wee never to rite again. I «poke of the utter 
vanity of everything human of the eerteinty of 
the destruction of tbit world, and of our ever­
lasting condemnation if we were to die in the 
midet of our eine. In a word, I ' shunned not to 
declare to them ell the counsel of God,' pro­
claiming death and destruction aa it is in Adam, 
end life end salvation aa it ia in Jeaue;

“ On walking home after service my wife el 
moat wept for joy. Never in her life, she said 
had the heard auch a heart-searching sermon, 
But I wai in almost desponding mood of mind 
and quite eebemed of myself, • for the people 
must have noticed my confusion,’ I said ; * and 
what a goaaip will it be ell over the piece that 
the minister broke down in the middle of hie aer- 
mon ! Surely ; I added, ‘ this wee the worst 
sermon ever preached from a pulpit.’

We had scarcely got home, however, when 
a lady desired to apeak to me. The impression 
which her appearance made upon me waa not 
very agreeable. She was gaudily dreeaed, and 
carried e flourish of Irinkata, lace, and finery 
about her which created a most unfavorable im 
preteiou.

Sir,’ ehe eeid, while her lip quivered, 
could you permitt me to (peek to you in confi­
dence ?’

“ ’ Certainly, ma’am.’
‘‘Iam a loat woman,’ the said, while tear* 

buret from her eyee ; • but you, eir, can perhaps 
toll me whether there ie still aaleation for me 
who have ao long lived e eereleae life.’

“ She then briefly told me her hiatory. She 
wee a person held in high esteem in the eociety 
in which she moved. But ehe was living with 
out God and without Chriat in the world, and 
entirely given up to pleasure end love of drees 
display. Chureh or chapel ehe seldom or neeer 
vieited. The pleoee which ibe frequented were 
th. theater and the ball-room. But on thie Bun- 
day morning, baying gone ont for a walk, her at- 
tention wee struck by the tinging which reached 
her ear. from my chapel. The thought occur- 
red to her that the might ■■ well step in and 
•it down among the congregation. But here she 
had found that the had come juat in time to 
learn what th. glory of man wea. My aermon 
went like a two-edged (word through her heert. 
She saw that with all her beauty ehe was but 
withering flower, deed, loat, beipleae.and hope- 

And she now besought me to tell her 
more about that Saviour whom I had spoken of
“ tb* ocl7 on* »ho »“ »ble to save from min.

•'I need not tell you,’’», friend continued, 
bow gladly I told her of Chriat. Her eye. 

were opened to the glory of hie sin-atoning love 
as well aa to the beauty of hit holiness, it waa 
not long before she became a member of my 
Church, and on that occaeion she presented me 
with thie picture."

“ And what beeame of yonr aermon* ?” I 
**ked archly.

di-trii te,\ 
unable til j 
necessitous!

A large Jluantity of pork came over the Nora 
Scotia Railway last week fr. m V K. 1» an,I, 
board to tt'. John, N. B . riu Wind» >r. 1; 
was shipped to Pictou, conveyed hy rail 'o the 
Juntt on, from Iheuoe to Windsor, and shipp-d 
in the steamer Empress to St. John N. B. If 
P clou harbour remain-, open, a further supply 
■ill pass ever the aime route during the pre-en. 
Week.

We ere pleated to learn that th» “ Sie*r 
Manufacturing tlompany,” at Dartmouth, aa, 
doing a large huaineat in the manufacture ol 
Forbes' Patent Acme Skate, the best ever in. 
Tentid ; and are receiving large orders for them 
from Europe. They keep a large number of 
hand» constantly engaged at work. Success to 
•oter prise.—Express.

New Post Office car» are being built at the 
Depot, end will he reedy for use in about a 
fortnight. They will ba used for sorting letters 
on the same plan now adopted in portion* of 
Canada end the United States. Ae coon ee the 
«valent gete into working order, it will be a 
greet accommodation to the public at large, 
and there will he no delay iu the delivery of 
letter» at the Poet Offi t« —lb.

A woman by the name of Mre Williams was 
arretted tome d-.ya ago for obtaining money 
under false pretences. Her petition declared 
that her husband had been drowned. In her 
pneaeeeion were found several articles of jewelry, 
including a watch. It ia «aid that her hue band 
ia atill living near Windsor.

Tub Storm at Windsor.—The only acci­
dent we have heard of, resulting from the gale 
on Monday night, that - bee occurred in our 
eicinity, is that of the capalsing in the Beein of 
a email schooner, the “ Delta," c immanded hy 
Rolph. The crew (not more than three we tup- 
pose) clung to her side until the next day, when 
they were dtieen on there. Cue sufferings 
which they endured muet have been leerful ; 
expecting every moment to be wa«h.<j„. If by 
the heavy tea. The captain’» ton, (a yoinig lad) 
died before they reached the shore from expo­
sure.—Mail.

It ie said eeid that Mr. 8. J. Scovil, the de­
faulting banker, was utterly ruined before he 
began hie extensive gold operations, lt appears 
that hia losses on previous transactions varied 
from one thousand to thirty thousand dollars, 
He ie reported to have loet aix thousand dollars 
at one time by the robbery of hie safe, and 
other large amounts by the failure of persona io 
huaineat, uith whom he was connected. In one 
case he took a vessel in lieu ol money for a 
debt of about thirty thou land dollars, which he 
entirely loet by the failure ol the Columbia 
office, in which hie veeeel wet insured, lt ia 
thought that he haa not saved anything for him­
self Iron the wreck of bit banking concern.

Toe Intercolonial Railway Commis­
sioners.—From an Ottawa telegram to the 
Express we learn that the Intercolonial Rail­
way Coemiaalonera have at last bean officially 
announced. They are ae follows For Onta­
rio, Aquila Welsh ; for Quebec, Charles J. 
Brydge ; for New Brunswick, E B. Chandler ; 
for Nova Beotia, Colonel C< (fit*. The Hon. K B. 
Chandler will resign hie teat Iu the New Bruns­
wick Government.

It ie eeid that it it doubtful whether the Do­
minion House of Commons will meet before 
March,

United States.
A late Washington despatch says that the 

route for the line of the Union Pacific Railway 
ie well selected, croming the Rocky Mountain 
ranges at some of the most favorable passes, and 
possessing advantages for easy grades uneur- 
paeeed by any other railway line on simili 
elevated ground.

It is stated that a new line of steamers will be 
placed on the rou'e next spring, between tit. 
John, N. B , and Portland, that will make the 
passage in from 16 to 17 hours.

All the wooden portion of Barracks, &■, of 
Fort Lafayette, below New York, were destroy­
ed by tire on Tuesday night. Numerous sbeile 
exploded but the magazine remained safe. Lose 
to Government estimated at a quarter ot a 
million dollars.

One version of the Alabama embroglio ii 
thia, that Reverdy Johnson followed Seward’s 
•ngaoationt in the main, but the latter perceiving 
that the arrangement waa unpopular referred it 
to a Cabinet meeting aa a ready way to end it. 
In the Cabinet one of the most emphatic oppo­
sera ol the plan was Secretary Welles, who has 
neatly always been opposed to Seward's Foreign 
policy.

European.
Stesmship Hibernia, from New York, Nor. 

14, foundered on the 25th, «even hundred miles 
weet of the Irish coast. The pamrngeri and 
crew ell took to the boats, five in number. Two 
of the boats bare been picked up, one in known 
to bare cepe zed and all on board wrre lott.— 
The fate ot the remaining two boats is as yet 
unknown. It ie now certain that fiftv-two p»r- 
aone, including the captain of the Hibernia are 
eared. The firet ma'e wan drowned Intelli­
gence of the mireing boate is looked for with 
great anxiety.

The Observer of Monday gif»** the following 
ae a list of the members of Mr. Gladetone'e 
Cabinet :—Lord High Chancellor, Sir William 
Pegs Wood ; President of Fr if y Council} Lord 
Kimberly ; Lord of the Privy S-al. E»rl Russell ; 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, Hon. It. Lowe ; 
First Lord of the Admiralty, Hugh Culling 
Eardiy Childers; Foreign 8-cretary, Eirl Cla­
rendon ; Home Secretary, Henry A. Bruce ; 
Secretary of War, Mr. Card r*ll ; Secretary for 
India, the Duke of Argyle ; Colonial Secretary, 
Earl Granville ; Secretary for Ireland, Chicbee- 
t*r Forteecue ; Prewident of the Poor Law Board, 
Mr. Goachen ; Postmaster General, Gen. U# 
Grey ; Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster 
Chas. P. Villiere ; Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, 
Earl Spencer ; Lord Chancellor of Ireland, H 
O. Ogan.

A despatch fiom Conetantir ople state* that 
th# eublime Porte, »t the solicitation of Rustre, 
continue# diplomatic relation* with Greece, but 
••nt to the Greek Government an ultimatum 
which is supplied by the Great Powers.

London, Dec. 7.—George Peabody, the A me 
riean Philanthropist, has made another donation 
of £100,000 sterling to the poor of London.

FRANCE.—The Moniteur gives en account of 
EH attempted demonstration at Mont Matra
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