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Blossoming for God.

BY REV. J. T. POWERS.

Little flower of earth,
Springing from the sod ;
Little soul-plant living
And blossoming for God ;

Taken to Christ’s home,
Taken to God's bower,
Blossoming for heaven,
Is our sweet child.flower.

Warmed by beavenly, sun,
Watered by God’s grace,
As a vision bright
Is our darling’s face.

Planted hete with care,

Watched 'mid bhopes and fears,
Pressed to motber’s heart,

Seen through mother’s tears ; -
Little flower of time,

Springing from the earth,
Shedding fragrance round,

Since its happy birth ;

Blossoming for paradise,
Rising from the sod —
Little ebild-flower, Effie
Blossoming for God !

Effie’s gone to heaven—
We saw our darling go.
Her form lies lone and still
Beneath the winter’s snow,

Darling is with Jésus,
Folded to his breast—

Soft and downy pillow,
Sweet, eternal rest.

" Speak, O darling Effie !
Tell thy mother how

* Christ bath robed thy spirit,
Crowned thy saintly brow!

Speak from heaven, Effie ;
Plead for us to-day

Mediator near the throne,
Hear what our darlings say '

Since we bave two in Leaven,

Two flowers thaf bloomed on earth,
Our Effie and our Carrie

Are both of heavenly birth '

Our Effie and our Carrie!
They are gone to.day

Where earth’s flowers ne’er wither
Nor roses fade away.

Ye shall bloom no more
In earth’s garden here—
A tribate to your memory,
A motber’s gratefal tear'

Little flowers of time,
Springing from the sod ;

Little soul-plants living,
And blossoming for Go-,

Carlisle, Mass.

Christ and Pythagoras.

There is one feature in the character of
Christ, that this cootrast, as it becomes,
brings out most beautifully. It is the sim-
plicity -of the aim of his life.~ With all the
treasares of knowledge, such as Pythagoras
was striving after, ready to be expressed ;
periectly competent to proclaim all about the
stars, and the rocks, Christ complicates his
doctrine with no such scientific instruction.
With all the treasures of wisdom, such as
Solon and Montesquieu longed and laboured
for, about tke best civil organizations for bu-
man society, Cbrist never confounded what
he had to teach with political disquisitions
or apophthegms. - He bas no concealed doc-
trines he assnmes no -peculiar dress nor man-
ner of speech. He withdraws himself from
no class of men ; he has a word for all, fur
his heart is foll of tenderness for all. He
is a character clear as crystal ; transparent
as the water from the mountain side, which
he so aptly made the emblem of his truth.

A contrast may be drawn between Pytha-
goras and the founder of Christianity in
other respects. The entire originality of
the Saviour’s character isa noticeable point.
Pythagoras travels for twenty or thirty
years. He secures the confidence of the
Egyptian priests, and is initiated into their
mysteries, and becomes familiar with the
methods by which they keep the multi-
tudes in awe. He visits Phoenicia, and pro-
bably otlier countries of the East, and returns
home with much gathered lore, ready to im-
part what he has learned to disciples, who
shall be willing to submit themselves to re-
ligious observances that his temperament
and reflection have indoced him to borrow.

Bat Jesus of Nazareth springs up among
an agricuitural, exclusive, and comparative-
ly unlettered people. He is born in the
bosom of an humble family, and socn learns
to bear the barder of a widowed mother's
support. His companions are poor, and no
philosophy banded down from preceding
generations, expands his mind, or excites
his ambition. Amiable, irdostrious, pru-
dent and dignified, heis chiefly known for
the regularity of his lite, and for the unwont
.ed ripepess of his judgaient. All at once
his friends aud countrymen _are startled to
hear that he is abroad teaching the people.
They listen to fim acd coneur in the gever-
al opinion, that mever man spake as this
man.

Moral truth was made to flash like a sun-
beam on the eye of his listeners. Knotty
questions were dientangled by the elucida-
tion of a single principle. Acute scribes at-
tempted to snswer him in his , bat
stood monuments of rebuked vavity before
the people, when bhe opened his lips and
taught which was the great commandment
of the law And then his seblime enunci-
ations of doctrine! Plodding through the
volumes of the masters of human literature
in sunny Greece, and then sitting down to
the teachings of Jesus Christ, as recorded in
the Gospels, is like coming out of Aristode’s
imagined cave, and looking upon the broad,
beautiful, sun-illumined world. One sen-
tence to the woman of Samaria, gives more

ture of God, and the
bim, than can

de- | _ Tholuck's Howrs of Christian Devetion.

lliverrd on a fmountsin in the early part of
{ bis minist1y) in maxims ol exquisite moral- |

ily, in compaciness and completeness of ex. |

Watehing to do Good.

A few weeks since eleven young men

| lieving importunity, in your moments of in-

! timate commanion with God. Give your

[ ¢la:s a daily place in your supplications, and

| hibiton of the simple religious duties, is un. | Were observed ligering about an evangelical | plead for them one by one. “Bring each par-

| iké wny other discourse ever delivered to | church in this city, just before the aitornocn | (icular case before your heavenly Fatber.— |
Whence came that unborrowed wis- | Services commenced. A brother invited | There i nothing like praying individually |

dom? Whence did this hamble Jew ob- | them to go into the church. They said that | for your scholars. It is far more endearing,
* they came into Boston to have a good | i

| men.
tain that comprehensive knowledge of relig- |
ious dociripe? With what deep oceln of |
inexhaustible truth did the human mind
of Jesus of Nazareth communicate ?

Wherever the buman mind has invented
itselfl a religion, it has gathered around it in
profusion these scenic appendages to strike
the senses ; and none ever knew better how
to employ them to effect thaa the Egyptian
priests. There never was a better imitator
in all such matters than Pythagoras. At
Samos, we are told be withdrew 10 a* cave,
and taught his disciples with a great show of
mystery. His precepts were delivered as
though they were responsnes from a divine
oracle. Witha long, flowing beard, clothed
in & white linen robe, with a golden crown
upou his bead, as some represent, he was
neygr seen o express in his countenance,
joy, or grief, or anger, or any other emo-
tion.

What a coutrast with Christ and his relig-
ion! As the.pringiet gushes from the rock,
clear as the crystal, acd meanders on to the
sea, ever revealing 10 the eye its treasures
of pebbles and sands, the life fol Christ is
transparent. To raise a mortal to the skies
by making him fit for them, was the end of
his ministrations. Qat ioto the viliage,
along to the well side, through the streets of
Jerusalem, into his synagogues and its tem-
ple he went, (o seck the people, not waiting
to be sought. He hid himself behind no
artfully chosen speech ; he kept back for no
favored few, more distinguished doctrines.
He was the man of the people, arising rom
among them, anxious for their welfare ;
sending down his consolation, aud adminis-
tering bis help to the poor, the sick, the
blind, the lame. He called upon none to
betake themselves to other diet than ihat to
which they were accustomed; he made no
requisition of garb or speech, 1o render them
peculiar among the brethren. All that he
insisted upon was, that they should show
that they were his followers, by being more
forgiving, more kind than others. He wed-
ded no prayers, no praise to sunrise or sun-
set, to midday or midnight hours. Bringing
out the principles of religious worship and
and morality, as God brings out the flowers
over the field,—in that apparent disregard
of o der which adapts them so much the bet-
ter to the variety-loving wind of man,—
each truth is a study in itself, each truth is a
completed whole, from whatever point con-
iemplated. The shepherd under the moun-
tain clifl, meditating, though he may not
mine as deep into the hidden (reasures of
heavenly wisdom, may find the shining gold
on the surface, abundant enough to make
him passing rich ; and the student, with his
microscropic eye, and diligent comparison of
utterance, though he may trace along the
yellow vein, and mark the net-work of other
intermingling veins, will only find the same
gold, though he will find it more plentifully
than his ignorant brother in Christ.

How beautiful that life of Jesus Christ !
The best buman representations of him are
what the Parian marble is to human flesh.
The words in which men form and express
their conceptions, are too coarse, too rigid,
to exhibit the Saviour of men.

As we we go back from all the counte-
pances on which the most skilful painters
have exbausted their art, as wanting ele-
ments that we feel, rather than know, ought
to be upon the canvass; so we step aside
from every word picture of the Saviour as
imperfect, as vaworthy of the sublime orig-
inal. We ask anew of Matthew, and Mark,
and Luke and Jobn, what the Prophet said,
and what the Prophet’ did ; and passively
suffer his features to mirror themselves on
the clear waters of his doctrines and doings,
as meek and melencholy, earnest, dignified,
masculinely strong.— Presbyterian Quarter-
ly Review. A

The Dignity of Man.

With what an overwhelming importance
does cternity invest the character of man!
The freshness, and beauty, and loveliness
of the vegetable world please the senses and
command a momentary admiration ; bat the
sun is no souner risen with a burning heat,
than the grass and the flower withereth, and
the grace of the fashion of them perisheth
and is forgotten. The inferior creation
enjoy the highest satisfaction of which their
natures are capable ; but that bappiness is
limited to a few years, or montbs, or daye,
or hour3; but everything about man. bears
the aspect of eternity. The infant coves
into the world with an organism of immor-
tality ; faculties begin to expand, and will
continue to expand through interminable
ages ; affections manifest their presence,
which will, in time and in eternity, be reci-
procated by a boly universe, and wil! share
the love and joy of God, or will wander
over the vast creation in search of an object,
but will find none ; a body is nursed and
watched that will be a dweller in the house
of many mansions or will be destroyed in
hell. As the infant grows to youth and
manhood, be marches to eteroity. His
thoughts, his words, his actions, all affect
that eternity. He sows to the flesh, and will
in misery, reap the fruits ; or he sows to the
Spirit, and will, in heaven, reap life ever-
lasting. In a word, his circamstances, his
relative connections, his employments bis
enjovments, his sufferings and sorrows, are
all intimately linked with his eternity.

Acceptable Service.

How does the deceitfulness of sin impose
upon those who are concerned with learning,
and sciencé and art. These bave, indeed, a
more spiritual appearance, and seem to us
high and noble works. Not one in teu re-
flects, that'if even works of this nature are
not begun and evded in the love and honor
of God, all learning and science are only a
servile duty, only a common seivice, no bet-
ter than that of a peasant behind the plow.

Ah! why in vain pursuit of knowledge roam?
‘The true nobility of soul is LOVE

And, on the other band, the most ordin-
ary occupation, if performed in the love of
(God, and for His sske, is a noble and spiri-
tual employment, as Dr. Luther has said :

“ Not more devout the priest can be,
That Christian bousemaid with her breom,
Her work pursuing faithfully.”

time.” He told them that “ they might have
a good time in the church, if they felt right.”
They finally concluded to accept the invita-
tion. During the sermon two or three of

who gave them s seat, iavited them to his
bouse to take tea They returned with him
t0 the evening prayer meeting When they
went tolvards the town where they belong-
ed, this brother accompanied them without
the limits of the city, and before he parted
with them onited with them in prayer, com-
mending them to Christ. His labours did
not cease here. He ascertained ibeir paces
of residence, and in company with a warm-
bearted Christian, visited them. Seven of
the eleven are hoping in Cbrist, and bave
erected family altars. About six weeks have
elapsed since they came into this city “fo
have a good time,’ and they are rejoicing
in the bope of the giory of God. The blind
are led in a way that they knew not. These
facts show what may be accomplished by in-
dividval effort. The brother who was the
instrument of these seven coaversions, is in
the hamble walks of life, but is about his
Heavenly Father’s business. He expects
that the other four will yet be brought into
the kingdom. Christian brother, Cbristian
sister, go thou and do likewise.— Boston Re-
corder.

The Hour of Prayer.

** But thou when thou prayest eater into thy closet,

and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father
which is in secret, and thy Father which seeth in se-
cret shall reward the openly.”’—JEsus.
Reader, bast thou an hour for prayer? A
special season each day set apart for commu-
nion with God.  And do you make it a mat-
ter of conscience to keep your engagement ?
How great a lack is here ! How few church
mewbers—few compared with the whole
number—are uniform in their closet devo
tions! They are too often content with an
irregular, hasty vis:t to the place of private
prayer. The benefit to be derived from syste-
matic observance of closet devotions iz great-
er than any peu can portray. Weare 10 an
immense extent, creatares of habit. Once
accastomed to the sacred resort, we shall of-
ten escape temptation to neglect from the
force of habit alone. We are deeply and
constantly affected by surrounding circum-
stances. This influence is more compreben-
sive and powerful than we are accustomed
to suppose. The time, the place, the asso-
ciations througlout will soon come to direet
and concentrate our thoughts, to arouse and
enlist our sympathies and affections.

How qaiet, how sacred the hour thus ded-
icated 1o self-examination, meditation and
prayer! How sweet the retreat from ihe
busy, bustling world ! ‘Alose with God, how
solemp, how impressive !

It is most fitting in the evening twilight
to review the labours and conflicts of the
day, and recall the mercies of our heavenly
Father. And with the commencement of a
new day, how needful to obtain a fresh bap:
tism, Where may it be so certainly secar-
ed as in the quiet retreat of secret prayer?

Nowhere elsc may we employ such free-
dom of confession as here. Nowhere else
may we exercise such importunity. We
should linger in the closet. Wait for the de-
scent of the Holy Ghost upon us. If it
comes not we should retire back into the se-
cret chambers of the soul, and search dili-
gently for the hindrance. When once dis-
covered we should pray unceasingly to God
until we secure its removal, that the grace
and spirit of the Lord may have free course,
and our souls be sanctified to God.

Oh, how lightly we should step, bow
softly breathe in this hallowed retreat!
May we often frequent it, and ever feel that
it is good to bs there.— Central Ohristian
Advocate.

The Clearing of the Clouds.

There is nothing in what has befallen, or
befalls you, my fiiends, which jusiifies im-
patience or peevishnese. God is inscruta.
ble, but not wrong. Remember, if the
cloud is over you, that there is a bright
light always on the other side; also, that
the time is coming, either in this world or
the next, when that cloud will be swept
away, and the fullness of God's light and
wisdom poured around you. Every thing
which has befallen you, whatever sorrow
your beart bleeds with, whatever pain you
euffer, —nothing is wanting but to see the
light that actually exists, waiting to be re-
vealed, and you will be satisficd. 1f your
life is dark, then walk by faith, and God is
pledged to keep you as safe as if you could
understand everything. He that dwelleth
in the secret place of the Most High, shali
abide under the shadow of the Almighty.—
Bushnell.

The Sunday School Teacher
must Pray.

The teacher who would be successful in
his greal work must “pray withou! ceas:
ing.” A teacher may be a child of God, he
may feel a yearning affection towards the
children of his class; he may address them
in the simplest words, and in the most en-
gaging manner; and yet the more diligent
he is, and the more care he takes in pre-

ing his Sunday lessons, the more pro-
foundly will be feel that something beyond
his efforts is necessary to insure success.
The Spirit of God is meeded to make the
instruciions of the teacher effectual to the
conversion of the children; and that the
Spirit of God will give in answer to your
believing, fervent and persevering prayers.
In proportion to the spirit of prayer will be
the amount of success. The more his ser-
vants own God, the more will he own them.
Pray, then, my beloved friends without
ceasing. Go to the Lord before you begin
your work, that be may enable you to do
it well; return with it to the Lord when

the number were affected. The brother|

and we are sure it is far more effectual.

Sympathy with the Destitute.

As we- sit by the bright fire in our sanc-
tum, the wind bowling without, and the rain
driving against the window, we involuntarily
turn our thoughts to the multitude of poor
and destitute persons in our town who are
just entering on the trials of the severe win-
ter, illy provided, at the best, to meet ite
rigors and sufferings. How many homes—
if homes you may c Il them—where the
lamp is not lit, and the fire goes out at an
‘early hour, that the expense of both may be
saved, while a pittance of covéring guards
the members of the bousehold against the
freezing cold that reigns all around !

Should we not think of things, and seek
out, eabh ome for himself, some field for a
charitable labor, where a trifle in our est:-
mation may make many waim and glad.
While the rich have their enlarged sphere
of action, let those who cannot give thus
broadly centre their small benefactions upon
some worthy objects, and thus belp (o case
off the burdens that press so heavily on the
bosts of our suffering fellow beings aro‘:s.
us. Ilow cheaply we can do great good,
and win voices of rejoicing on our humble
errand of mercy.

Have piiy on them, for their life
Is full of grief and care ;

You do not know ope halt the woes
The very poor must bear ;

Youu do not see the silent tears
By many a mother shed,

As childhood offers up the prayer—
“ Give us our daily bread.”

Religions Intelligence

Bulgaria.

We continue to rebeive interesting intel-
ligence from Turkey in Europe through our
Bulgarian mission, and we observe that it is
in accordance with the information received
from othcr American missions, and also, by
way of Europe, from European missions.
The Turkish mind, and particalarly the
better class of peopls, is gradually letting go
their corfidence in the religion of Moham.
med, and slowly but steadily giving their
inquirics and confidence to the Christian
religion, It is pretty evident that the first,
deepest, and widest impression is made on
men in pisition and power ; and the princes
of the land will probably be the first o em-
brace Christianity, and then the people will
follow. Coincident with this movement in
the Turkish mind is going on a gradual
awakening of the old Charches to a consci-
ousnees of the religious interior life of the
apostolic days. To aid in accomplishing
this last resalt, our Bulgarian mission
addresees itself to that ancien: people ol
the Greeck Church who dwell between the
Danube and the Balkan Mountains. The
following letter from this mission by the
Rev. Wesley Prettyman will be read with
interest by the Church :

Savumra, BuLcaria, Feb'y 14, 1860,

Dear BRrOTHER :—In connection with
the state of the Bulgarian mind on their
ecclesiasiical affairs, which formed the sub-
ject of my last letter, I will add that daring
the past autumn a considerable pumber ot
villages in the district of Shumla refused to
appropriate the accustomed thithe of their
crops for the benefit of their archbishop-
He complained to the Turkish authorities,
asking assistance to enforce payment. The
civil governor called the burgoma-ters of
several towns before him, and was informed
by them that the people were in a state of
readiness to meet the demands made upon
them by the Turkish government ; but as
their ecclesiastics did nothing for their spiri-
tual instruction and elevation, they were
unwilling longer to support them. The
pasha acknowledged the force of their ob-
Jjection, and the archbishop was left to press
his claims alone. These are subjccts on
which we are of course perfectly silent ; but
they are of pewspaper notoriety in the
country, and | see no reason why they shoald
not be more widely known. ' :

The contrast between the Balgarian pea-
santry and the higher classes, especially the
Bulgarian merchaats, is very striking. The
peasants are remarkably simple-hearted and
unsuspecting. They are content to live as
generations before them have done. Scarce
an insiacce is to be found of an adult pea-
saot knowing bow to read. - Their industry
abundantly supplies their few and simple
wants, - and where they have established
schools it has been throagh the influence of
the inbabitants of tbe larger towns and
cities. As amusing instances of their sim-
plicity, I am asked several times almost
every week whether, in taking medicine, the
paper is to be swallowed with its contents.
The Bu'garian merchant, on tbe contrary,
has been sharpened by a severe and unequal
contest with Turks aod Greeks -

The government officers, favoring their
co-religionists, have been accustomed, until
within a few years, to place innumerable
hinderances and annoyances in the way of
Christian competitors. Yet it is astonish-
ing that one looks almost in vain for Turks
amid the business men of the country. Not-
withstanding legal and illegal protection,
they have been distanced in the race, and
have almost eatirely withdrawn from the
field. In this city, even in the Turkish
quarter, seven stores out of ten belong to
Bulgarians. Their: bouses and stores or
shops are from a quarter o balf an bhour
apart. Bulgarian merchants usually read
and write two or three languages ; they are
close observers ; they perform their jour-
neys amid many dangers, principally from
robbers, and are men of intelligence and
action.

We look upon the Turkish ingredient of
the population with painfal interest mingled
with some risings of hope. You have doubt-
less learned from other sources that large
pumbers of Turks in different portions of
the empire are readers of the Holy Scrip-
tares, and that the missionaries at Constan-
tinople bave hope that some thousands there
bave relaxed their hold upon the Koran and
" It is probable that this movement had its
origin in their indolent babit of spending

much of their time congregaied in coffee
houses, telling what they know and making
matoal inquiries.  In this the Lord brought
good out of evil

It is a proverb among them that conver-
sation is the principal means of progress in

 knowledge. They read some, however, at

| bome that they may converse abroad W hen | religious awakenings which have of late so |

the Secriptures were published in Turkish,
some became readers, and in time brought

‘their books to the coffee houses to read and

discuss particular portions ; but when the
Spirit of God had fastened the truth apon a
few hearts, and they were strongly drawn
toward these records of the Divine mind;
seeing the cousequences of an avowal of
their position, they retired and in private,
small circles met to read and learn. Time
idas greatly increased their numbers and their
courage, and now the Chrisiian world is
called upon to offer mighty prayer that God
may lead them from the delusion of Islamism
to the simple trath as it isin Jesus. Amen.

In this city, more than twenty years ago,
a very reputable and intelligent Tutk ob-
tained and read the word of life. He spoke
boldly of what he learped, and gathered
around him a number who were likeminded
with himsell. Bat fiery trials awaited them.
Tarks high and low assailed them, their
business was destroyed, their temporal in-
terests ruined, and persecution followed their
leader even unto death. From what | bave
learned it is clear to my mind that bis days
were shortened, and that he may safely be
classed with the martyrs to the faith. His
barial with true Mussulmans was forbidden,
and his body was cast into a hole on the city
commons.

Upon our arrival here, among the first
applications for the Scriptures were Turks
who bad been associated with him, and we
have reason to believe a number are reading
to edification. During the last summer the
grave of this man was fixed up in a very
decent mauner, and a plan strong fence built
around it.

We mentioned in one of our former let-
ters that some time ago Brother Long and I
presented to His Excellency the Civil Go-
vernor of Shumla a copy of the Bible in
the name of (he British and Foreign Bible
Society. On a recent visit to him, accom-
panied by a prominent Balyariau friend, we
were scarcely seated until he began asking
questions about the person and character of
the Saviour, and as he prolonged the con-
versation, | was assured he had been search-
ing the Scriptures. '

il must present another feature of Moham-
medanism. In some portions of the Turkish
quarter of this city there are whole squares
entirely deserted, and in every portion there
are occasional houses tenantless and in ruins.
The great body of them are prematurely
old, and the ratio of deeline increnses from
year to year. ltis sad to see even so de-
based and wretched a people thus passing
away while the Lord ot lite and glory has
provided salvation for every son and daugh-
ter of Adam.—Christian Advocate & Jowrnal

The Great- Awakening in
Sweden.

[nvitation cards for another of the Meetings
on religion in foreign countries, held at the
instance of the Evangelical Alliance, having
been issued by the Dowager Lady Ducie, a
large company assembled at her ladyship’s
residencs in Katon-square, in May list.—
The subject of the conversazione on this oc-
casion was, “ The Revival of Religion in
Sweden.” The following report is given by
the Record :—

The Hon. William Ashley stated, that it
bad been intended for Sir Culling Eardley
to preside, but he was prevented [rom doing
so by his recent afflicting bereavement. He
(Mr. Ashley) bad, therefore, been requested
10 occupy the chair,

The proceedings were commenced with
prayer by the Rev. Edward Garbett, In-
cumbent of St. Bartholomew’s, Gray’s Inn-
lane.

The Rev. R W. Greaves, Rector of Toot-
ing, then opened the subject of the evening
by describing the incidents ol a visit to
Stockholm at the close of last summer.—
Iis sojourn was briel, bat the Swedish Diet
was just then in session, und he bad thus
the opportunity of seeing personages high
in Church and State, aud of observing the
working of the national institutions, with
which be could not otherwise have met.—
He prefaced bis observations by a relerence
to the historic remiuniscences of Sweden in
connection with ber old-time championship
of Continental Protestantism. These facts
would, in his opinion, supply a reason for
the present mental attitude of the country,
especially with reference to the qaestion of
religious liberty. The Swedes, having once
adopted Lutheranism, looked upon it as es-
sential to their system of State policy, and
as the very embodiment of Protestantism.
He described the complicated political con-
stitution of the country—the consent of four
distinct Houses being required to any legis-
lative measure —which makes it exiremely
difficult to modify the old laws. One great
ubject of these laws seemed to have been
to prevent the inroad of Popery, and the
Swedes were animated by a strong feeling
to preserve that form of Protestantism which
bad rendered them historically famous. The
King and the royal family strongly sympa-
thised with the movement for religious liber-
ty, and the influence o the Court were ex-
ercised in that direction. After further de-
tails on this subject, the Rev. Gentleman
perrated some miscellaneous incidents and
conversations illustrative of the state of
feeling among the Swedish clergy and peo-

le. One marked feature was their anxiety
for Eoglish information. Eeglish theologi-
cal and other works were much read, either
in the original or in translations, and among
these he might especially mention the
charges of the Archbishop of Canterbary,
who was looked upon as a high authority.
Great interest was taken in English affairs,
aod many of the Swedish clergy had ex-
pressed to him their surprise at the sums we
raised for foreign Missions. After giving
details with regard to the religious position
of the English residents in Stockholm, and
the effort now making to erect a church for
them (towards which £1,000 has been con-

;nble for intelligence and piety  The Princ’e

parting words were a request that he wonld |

|« speak well of our country” He had no
| need to make such a request, for, in truth,
| be could not do otherwise

Mr. Johanson, a Stockhoim wmerchant,

| spoke more particularly on the remarkable

strikingly manifested the Lord's power in
varions parts of the country. He attributed
the rise of this movement to the evangelis-
tic Inbours of the Rev. George Scott, who

English Wesleyan Missionary Socisty,—
After Mr. Scott’s removal, these efforts were
followed up by Mr. Rosenius, of Stockholm.
The great meaos of the awakening had beea
the increased reading of the Bible, taken
up and looked to by the people themselves.
Formerly their theological reading was
chiefly Luther’s sermons ; now Luther was
still read, but the Bible beld the first place.
The human instrumentality employed bas
been feeble, consisting, for the most part, of
labouring men. During the past winter, for
example, a Dalecarlian peasant had met
with much blessing in the northern pro-
vinces, his meetings for simple reading and
plain exposition had been thronged. The
power of God had sometimes been manifest-
ed in the very midst of worldly amuse-
ments.  Io one instance a party was sitting
st a game of cards. Ooe of the players
suddenly threw down his card, and declared
be could play no longer, —be must attend to
the salvation of his-soul, All the rest fol-
lowed his example, and at his invitation they
instantly fell down on their knees in tervent
prayer. In another case a whole family
were simultaneously aroused from their
sleep at midnight, and urged by an irresis
tible constraint to seek the Lord. Mr. Jo-
banson drew his statement (o a close by &
reference to the effect of the revival among
the University students at Upsala, observing
that many of them very frequently met to-
gether for Bible-reading and prayer.

The Rev. George Scott (the Wesleyan
Minister already referred to) gave deeply
interesting details with regard to the past
and present state of Sweden. After des-
cribing some revivals of former years, he
declared his eonviction that there was now
far more true religion in that covutry than
at any previous period. A wonderful work
bas been done by the Bible Society. In
proportion to the population, the circulation
of the Bible in Sweden exceeded anything
that could be found in uny other coaniry.—
Much had also been done by the quiet la-
bours of the Moravians; and much by reli.
gious books transiated {rom the English.—
QOne of these, * Vineyard Labourers,” had
recentiy been translated by the Queen of
Sweden. After referring to the circum-
stances of his former residence in Sweden,
Mr. Scott described his observations during
a visit last summer. His reception was
most cordial, all classes, from the highest
ecclesiastical authority downwards, mani.
festing the greatest anxiety (o obliterate the
painful recoliections (of a popular perseca.
tion) which led to the closing of his minis-
terial career at Stockholm  The first thing
which he found on landing was that the
Dean of Gottenburgh—Dr. Wiselgren, a
man of eminent learing and piety—had
made a successful beginning of open-air
preaching. *“ The people will not (he said)
come to me, and [ must go to them ™ Ata
large Clerical Conference at Upeaia a paper
embodying Tractarian principles was read ;
but in the subsequent discussion the cause
of pietism, as opposed to Puseyism gained
the day by an overwhelming majority.—
With regard to the extent of the awakening,
it had been stated to him that as many as
500,000 persons, out of a population of lgrea
millions and a half, were truly converted to
God; but, taking a lower estimate, he
thought the number might be fixed at 250,
000. The revival was spread over the
whole country, and touched all ranks of the
people. It bad, indeed, been said to have
manifested itself in every parish. Dariog
bis sojourn be paid a visit to a Christian
nobleman, Count Stackleberg, at Siensas,
and he soon found that religion was the all-
pervading thing in that establishment. The
entire family and the domestics, and many
of the surrounding tenantry were avowed
Christians The Count preached the. Gos-
pel himself, bolding daily services morning
and evening, and the people looked up to
bim as their spiritual father It was a model
of patriarebal government, although, indeed,
the Count was but young, being only thirty-
six, It was said that he never preached
without some conversions following; and
when be (Me. Scott) beard the torrent of
fervid love which characterized his pleading
with the people, be was ot surprized at his
influence. There were many other exam-
ples of persons of high rank and station,
who had babitaally put themselves in great
trouble, in order to afford opportunities for
the preaching of the Gospel. The graisd
instroment in carrying forward this work
was the Bible. la all the gatberings of the
people, they did not so much cage for set
sermocs.— What they liked was the reading
of the Bible expounded verse by verse.—
He cited various examples of the eagerness
of the people to hear the Word. ith re-

laws were devised as a complicated network
to exclude the re-entrance of Romaniem,
and for this they bad been effectual. The
were intolerant, but the practice was ¢xceed-
ingly tolerant. In other words, thére was
legally a vast amount of intolerance, prac-
tically as much liberty as bere. After sgain
acknowledging the primitive hospitality of
the people, Mr. Scott gave some account of
the more remarkable Swedish evangelists—
Rosenius and Anbfelt. The latter was call-
ed the evangelising troubadour, from his
custom of travelling through the country,
and making his skill in music the means of
crowds, to whom be preached the
Gospel. He would perform on a . kind of
guitar, singing two or three spiritual songs
and when be bad thus got a large gathering;
he would lay aside the instrument, take out
his Testament, aud speak to the people;
and there 'llnopl't&hm&' more faithful or
powerful than Ahnfelt’s. Rev. Gentle-
man closed his deeply interesting statement
by urging the claim of Sweden on the pray-
er of British Christians, :
were then asswered by
of addi-

fact that religions '
circulation in Sweden.
“ The Pietist,” established

dence in that country, now

[ bad extended to Norway.

was sent 10 Sweden many years ago by the |

gard to the religious liberty question, the

T

| culation that any sccular paper, alibough its
very title was origmally considered repul-
sive, and inimical 10 its success.  The piety
ot the Swedish converts was marked by,
perfact decision of Christian character.—
They gdve up, for instance, dancing and
balls. These, they would say, “are world-
ly amusements We give ap the world, and
therofore we give up them ™ The revival
Many other in-
tercsting facts were brought out in the
course of the evening.

The proceedings were closed with prayer
by the Rev. Samuel Martin.

o -

Franoce.
LAWSUIT ‘AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY,

The following letier appeared s short time
since in the London Watchman :

G enTLEMEN,—Trusting in your kindness,
I will endeavour to state a few facts, some
of which are of a mos: revolting character ;
but there are circuinstance s in which truth
must receive publicicy - 1o des, it may lead
your pious readers 1 prey lor us.

France seems to be a nation existing to
live in continual commotions ; 1t it is not of
one kind, it is of another At present, three
sabjects appear to engross all the attention,
all the talents, and «!l the efforts of our lite-
rary and religious men ; they are, the Vati-
can, [taly, and the annexation of Savoy and
Nice to France. The two first seem to have
created n very strong hatred in the French
clergy against England. When listening to
their sermons and conversations, one would
think that En-land has done all the present
evil which is manifesting itself in the domi-
nions of the * Holy Father.” Let Eng-
land be brought down und destroyed, and
Proiestantism will cease to exist in France
Be that as it may, the priests view it in this
light.

Naver have we heard so many curses, so
msuy blasphemies, so many untruths ut.
uttered and pablished agaimst English Pro-
testuntism, as we have in these days. One
thing is cerfain, if those enemies of God's
truth had the power as they have the will,
we should soon have a second St. Bartholo
mew ; the headsof Protestants would fly
in the air, as dust before the wind. Bat the
Lord reigneth ; hence we can, in this trou-
blesome nation, enjoy some peace.

As our laweuit has taken place at Vassy,
I may here say a few words on what bap-
pened there some centuries ago. On the
1st of March, 1562, about tweive hundred
peaceful Protestants were met together to
worship God in spirit and in (ruth ; a barn,
el existing, and in which we hope seon to
hold our meetings, was their temple ; but all
at once muskets were beard, (urious soldiers
stormed the house of prayer ; their chief,
the Due de Guise, entered, and began by
striking with his sword the innocent victims,
whose only crime was to read the Bible, and
pray to the God of heaven ; this monster
then gave the bloody command, * Kill, kill,
all these Hug i tly, the

7" and inst
grey-headed, the fathers, the mothers, with
babes in their .arms, the young women, all
fell under the savage butchers. The pious
Pastor received several wounds, but an in-
visible band was watching over his precious
life } the sword broke whilst lifted up in the
air, end the mortal blow was avoided ; bat
his sufierings were not ended ; by the order
of the Duke he was bound upen w ladder,
and dragged to St. Digier, where he was pat
into & dungeon, remained there sabout a
year, and afterwards was set at liberty by
the agency of an illustrious Prince.

Thank God, glory be to the Cross of
Christ ! the times are changed. The blessed
Gospel is again preached at Vassy, and in
the Deparfment we enjoy religious liberty.
A few facts will demonstrate this. From
time to time we have been more or less in-
sulted, when engaged in fanerals. Some
mor.ths ago we were obliged to make an
appeal to the Prefet, asking the protection
which is granted by the law, and, to the
credit of this magisirate, we received the
following answer :~—

CuaumonT.

Moxsievr e Pasreory~l bave the
honour to acknowlcdge the receipt of your
letter, in which you stete some diffienities
Lwhich you met with at your funeral. | have
learned that the ceremony was performed in
the most suitable manner, and 1 come to
assure’'you agsin, that the will of the Em-
peror is to respect religious liberty, and to
grant, when necessary, the protection of the
law, ‘

Receive, M. le Pasteur, the sssurance of
my distinguished consideration.

Le Prefet, G. e VILLEVAISON.

But notwithetandiog the protection of the
law, the craftiness of the priests does not
cease to  manifest itself ; they must insult
and carse ; it is the stmosphere in which
they live. In the village of Attancourt,near
Vassy, we were called a few mwonths ago to
perform a funeral eervice, On our arrival,
we were told that wo efforts, no promises,
no menaces, had been spared by the priest
to persuade the young woman on her death-
bed to be rebaptised, but without any success.
She said, when thas tormented, “ | have re-
pented of my sins, my hope is in God's
mercy, through Christ ;. I have no confidence
in you, M. le Cure ; I desire you to retire
and not come again.” How did the priest
answer 7 Was it in addressing words of
consolation to the sick womar, and in im-
ploring upon her the graces she wanted in
ber trying circumstances ! O! no; his
mouth was full of curses. The young wo-
man dies ; the time of the funeral bas ar-
rived ; we see ourselves surrounded with
ferocious beasts ; when the coffin is placed
on the side of the faces, the ropes are taken
away, and the corpse cannot be lowered to
the bottom of the grave ; the church bells
ring tremendous volleys to drown our voice,
and prevent the pegple from hearing the
truth ; hisses are heard, accompanied with
these words : “ Let us cast the corpse where
we bury the dead beasts.” The scene which
took place cannot be represented. Searcely
ever were so much wickedness, baseness,
and craftiness, joined with so moch inward
cowardice and faintheartedness, as we met
with in this band of ruffisns. Let your
readers think of a priest, with & heart as
black as his dress, putting his head through
the window of his vestry, cheering the peo-
ple, to insult the living and the dead, with

sa;
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ed; bence we have had a lawswmit; the

guilty bave been condemned to pay & fine

and all the expenses of the




