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REPENTANCE AND FAITH.

BY REV. W. ALEXANDER.

- tance toward i
Wﬁom b God, and faith toward our
There was a ship, one eve aatumnal, onward

Steered o’er an ocean lake ;
Bteered by some strong hand as ifever sunward ;

Behind, an angry wake ;

Before there stretched a sea that grew intenser,
With silver-fire far spread

Up to a hill mist-gloried, like acenser
With smoke encompassed ;

-It seemed as if two seas met brink to brink —

A silver flood beyond a lake of ink.
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WHAT THE PEW THINKS OF THE
PULPIT.

Shingles, | new demands to make.

snd Jomie find themselves to-day pressed by deman s for |
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What the Pulpit thinks of the Pew can be
learned on any Sunday; the preacher bas the
floor, and it is not good manners for the hear-
ers to talk back again. In beathen countries
it is quite tor the listemers to interrupt
the mi y, and disp his assertions ; bat
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There was a soul that eve autumnal, sailing
Beyond the earth’s dark bars,

Toward the land of sunsets, never paling,
Toward heaven’s sea of stars.

+in until you can make yourself better, but ex- its effzcts. The autopsy was made in the is-
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Behind the:e wasa wake of billows tossing ;
Before, a glory lay
O, bappy soul! with ull sail set, jast crossing
Into the Far-away ;
The gloom and gleam, the calmness and the strife,
Were death behind thee, and before thee, life.

And as that ship went up the waters state y,
Upon her topmost tall
I saw two sails, whereof the one was greatly
. Dark, as a funeral pall;
Bat O, the next’s pure whiteness who shall utter!
Like a shell-snowy strand,
Or when a sunbeam falleth through the shutter
On a dead baby’s hand ;
Bat both alike across the surging sea,
Hoelped to the haven where the soul would be.

And as that soul went onward; sweetly spoeding
Unto its home and light,

Repentance made it sorrowful exceeding ;
Faith made it wondrous bright :

Repentance, dark with shadowy recollections
And longings unsafficed ;

Faith white and pure with sunniest affections,
Full from the faith of Christ ;

But both across the sun-besilvered tide

Helped to the haven where the sun would ride.

OUR FIRST GENERAL CONFERENCE.

In the first draft of a basis of union, between
onr Conference and that of Eastern British
America, it was agreed that the first General
Conference should be held in - Toronto in the
sutumn of 1874. This poiat remained uatouch-
ed in all the succeeding negociations, not being
20 far as we know, either questioned or dis-
cussed. In view of all the circumstances ot
the case, we think it is expedient not to hold
the first Genéral Conterence quite so early. It
aprears to us that it would be much better for
us to arrange next Conference for the division
into Annual Conferences, and allow the first
meeting of each Annual Coaference to take
place before the General Conference. Then
each Annual Conference could elect its own
clerical delegates at the General Conference.
To elect the delegates in our next Conference
at Hamilton, might cause an injustice to some
Conferences, by leaving them imperfectly re-
presented in the General Conterence. To have
the members of each Centerence meet together,
after the stations were fixed, for the purpose of
electing delegates to the General Conference,
would be an awkward and unsatisfactory ar-
rangement. The annual Conferences will not be
yet organised. Brethren, recently transferred
from other parts ot the work, would be often
comparatively unknow to the brethren, with
whom they are now associated as members of
the same Conference, and might suffer in con-
sequence of this.

But our most serious reason tor delaying the
first meeting of the General Conference is, that
by this course, we would have one years expe-
rience of the proposed changes, before the
meeting of the General Conference. We would
thas test the working of our new system, and
come to the General Conference prepared to
commend such modifications or adjustments of
minor points as a practieal trial might show to
be necessary.  And the ministers by meet-
ing in their District Meetings and Annual
Conference would become better acquainted
with each other, and thus be enabled to make
a more intelligent choice of representatives to
the General Conterence, On the other hand,
should the first General Conference be held
next fall, it would come on very soon after our
next Conference in Hamilton. That Confer-
ence will no doubt be at liberty to make, with
the consent of the conferences about to unite
with us, any minor modifications, that may be
deemed necessary for the working out of the
plan which bas been adopted. Tae Geaeral
Conference, meeting just after the scheme of
union bad been as far as possible perfected,
would reem to us to bave no definite or neces-

sary worktodo. And it would certainly not be
wise to begi tinkering at the new constitution
before it bad been tested in practice. We are
making important changes, it is well that we
sbould move slowly, and feel our way by prac-
tical experience to the best solation of the
practical questions to be settled. Each Con-
ference of the negociating bodies can continue
to manage the mission work, as at present, for
another year, without any serious difficalty.

We held this view at the last Conference:
butdid not press it mainly because it was alleg-
ed, that delay would preclude our New Con-
nexion bretbren from securing their full share
of representation to the first General Confer-
ence, by not allowing them to elect their pro-
portion of the representatives before dissolving
their present organization. However whether
their pre<ent union with the English New Con-
nexion be dissolved with or without the con
sent of the English body, it is likely another
year will be required, betore they have their
affairs fully in shape to complete their union
with us. This is an additional argument for
delay. As the present arrangeinent has been
adopted mainly for ths sake of upion, it is very
desitable that all the parties’' to the union
should be represented in the first General Con-
ference, which will arrange for the general
operations of the united Chureh for the pext
four years. We do not attach much import-
ance to the New Connexion baving the privi-
lege of electing the first representatives before
union, though this is not prevented by delay.
The privilege of baving a voice in the selection
of the whole representation, from each Confer-
ence, would more than counterbalance the al-

is, therefore, belpful to the ministry to be in-
telligently discussed by the laity ; and we have
read with satistaction, in the Home Journal, of
Philadelphia, the tLoughts of a ** Layman on
the Pastorate.” The point ot ths article is that
the laity are making demands upon the minis-
try which it is not easy to satisfy. Thus ** Lay-
mau” says: ** Our people are increasing in in-
telligence and culture, and naturally and pro-
perly want the truths of their holy religion il-
lustrated and enforced in the best manner. This
is all right ; but we go further. We expect the
knowledge and learning of the world to be at
command of the minister, to furnish material
tor bis illustrations and arguments. Then we
must bave the most thrilling eloquence, so that
twice on every Sabbath we may leave the
church with our minds intensely excited, and
our emotional natures bighly: wrought upon.
This passion for excitement grows upon us
aad the result is, ceaseless demands upon the
intellect, and emotiocal nature of the minister,
and great disappointment and chagrin at any
failure. ’\ We do not consider the exbaustiveness
of such \labor on his mental and physical
powers, nor how rapidly such work will dig his
grave.)”

‘Fiiis is a thoughtful and: considerate state-
ment of the difficulties of the minister's position ;
but these difficulties are aggravated by the
American method of topical preaching. Oa this
point ** Layman" says well: ** Our people, so
long accustomed to the topical style of the Am-
erican pulpit, are apt to forget that the minis-
ter is placed over them not only to teed their
minds with grand thoughts, and excite their
feelings pleasurably, but that his main business
is to teach the Word of God, and with it per-
suade men to be reconciled to God. So, ex-
position is looked upon as dry food, while it
shouldibe held as the best work of a good
workman, because it lays a good foundation;
for the words of Cbrist are spirit and life.”
Expository preaching, or more of it, would
be a relief to both ministers and people. In the
first place, it would put an end to the effort to
be eloquent on the part of preachers who have
not the gift of eloquence. Again, it would,
wisely used, favorably affect the substance of
our preaching by keeping it close to the Script-
ure. For want of an adequate denominational
literature our younger preachers are compelled
to forage in every direction ; and, though many
gather spoil, others are despoiled ot the sim-
plicity of their faith, This is the only explana-
tion we can give ot the singular changes we
bave known from Methodism to the most lib-
eral creeds of Christianity, so called. Then
again, expository preaching is the most ade-
quate to meet the wants of a Christian congre-
gation. It accords, teo, with the free habit of
thought characteristic of our age. It the voice
of the pews could be condensed into a single
utterance, in eur opinion it would be: *‘ Don't
preach to us a cut and dried theelogical system,
but go back to THE book and tell us what it
means.” Of course, every preacher who stands
in a pulpit bas made up bis mind what is the
sum of the teaching ot Scripture. He bas his
theory of the meaning of the Bible; but let him
unfold that according to the language of the
book itself.

We have mentioned Dean Alford as an ex-
ample of success in this direction. We would
add, also, the mame of Archbishop Trench,
whose sermons on the Parables have quickened
the insight of so many ministers. Topical
preaching, there must be, but let us not forget
exposition. To some, the adoption of the lat-
ter method may seem & coming down from a
higher wa'k of art, but perhaps it would be for
them only a getting off of stilts.—N. Y. Meih.

General yi;tllauy.
PEN AND SCISSORS.

Miss SmiLky, whose presence in Dr.
Cuyler’s pulpit has created so much preju-
dice, is thus referred to by the Western Ad-
vocate :

Miss Smiley gave Bible readings each after-
nooa of last week, except Saturday, iu the Vine
street Congregational Cburch, to large and
deeply interested audiences. On a vote being
taken on Friday, she was unanimously and
heartily requested to continue these readings
in the same church, Monday and Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 2nd and 3rd. Ou the eveaings of the
week she filled the pulpits of Trinity Methodist
Episcopal Church, Seventh-street Congrega-
tional Church, Ninth-street Baptist Church,
and the Mount Auburn Presbyterian Church.
On Sabbath last, February 1st, she preached
at 11 a. m., in the Ninth-street Baptist Church,
and in the eveniag, in St. Paul Methodist Epis-
copal Church. The sudiences in each instaace
tested the utmost capacity of the churches. The
efforts of Miss Smiley are addressed almost
solely to Christians, ber object being to show
the fuller and richer blessings in store tor all
who will, in simplicity and faith, make appli-
cation to God. Wherever she has spoken
there has been an atmosphere of Divine power,
stimulating, elevating, ennobling and inspiring
the bearer. We must deter to another week a
fuller notice of her labors. Illustrative of the
point that the sinoer cannot make himself whole,
but must come to Christ just as be is, Miss
Smiley, in one ot ber afternoon meetings, last
week, said: ** Suppose any one of you desired
to adopt and educate a child, whose home was
in the slums or back alleys of your great city.

we order things better in Christian lands. It|gin, suffering its agony, and says, *I will

make you all you should be, only place your-
velt wholly in my care.” Therefore, ia coming
to the Saviour, you as a sinner must adopt the
words,—

“ Just as I am, without one plea,

But that thy blood was shed for me,
And that thou bid’st me com= to thes.

Just as I am thou wilt receive,

Wiit welcome, pardon. c eanse, relieve,

Because thy promise I believe.”
So gentle and tender and affectionate were
the tones of Miss Smiley in giving this and
other illustrations, that manv eyes were suffus
ed, and many hearts moved.

Tue Montreal Witness publishes these
eloquent and apposite words of Dr. Doa-
glas, delivered at the opening of Staunsteal
College :

Rev. Dr. Douglas, of Montreal, next spoke
of the fact of the College being situated within
a mile of the United States, as an evidence of
the feeling ot peace with and safety trom them.
He bad been in Washington at the time of the
endorsation of the Washington Treaty, and be
then felt, and still telt, that the reign of peace
for this country was them made sure. He
hoped that the pupils ot the College would re-
main Canadians in beart. He tound inlooking
into an American school geography that fifteen
maps were devoted to the United States and
six to the rest of the world. One of their his-
tories contains ninety pages devoted to them-
selves and twenty to the events which bave
transpired elsewhere. He advised the Princi-
pal of the College to take a leaf out of their
book; not to make his course as narrow a®
theirs, but devote his principal attention to
Canada, its history and importance. Some
time ago in Montreal an Englishman of some
literary attaioments, had the indiscretion to
speak in a d:rogatory manner of this country,
stating that there was in it no opportunity tor
its young men to obtain bonor or position ex-
cept those sordid ones bought by riches. He
bad read the report of the observation with
feelings of disgust, and was sure that the an-
thor of the remarks could not be eognizant of
the history of his own country. The immortal
Shakespeare sang his songs, and Bacon pro-
pounded his theories, to an audience of some
three or four millions of people, considerably
less than Canada's population ; they gave a new
impetus to the thought and language of the
country, and modelled it to be the language of
the world in future ages. Our provinces are
kingdoms and principalities. Prince Edward
Island is surpassingly rich in resources; the
Kastern Provinces surpass Scandinavia in size;
Quebec and Ontario equal Russia and France,
the war between whom a tew years ago shook
the world ; and who now can tell the resources
and grandeur of that great **Great Lone Land”
of the ** Far West,” surpassing Russia in size.
We should now take our stand and lay the
foundation of our country's grestness on ‘the
secure one of education. The valae of a coun-
try arises not from its foremost sons, but from
the widespread intelligenze of the masses.
Pat into every homestead of these Eastern
townships a Christian and educated womaa-
hood, to put their motherhood into their chil-
drean, and let our young men be equally educa-
ted, and no place on the continent will be so
desirable. They in extent are equal to Scot-
land, whose influence is felt throughout the
whele of the world, and if the population were
as well educated as the inhabitants of that
country they would give her a name aad
power, and spread her influeace to the, ead of
the world.

Tae London Watchman is rather puz-
zled as to the opinion it eught to pronounce
on Beecher’s Yale Leetures:

In this series, which is stated to have been
delivered at Yale College, Connecticat, Mr.
Beecher diccusses questions relating to the
work of a pastor in organiring, developing.
governing, and extending a church, rather
thaa such as belong to the department of Homi-
letics properly so called. The book is full of
interest for English ministers, though as it is
tramed with a specific reference to. the circum-
staoces of future ministers in America, many
of his advices are inapplicable to us, and some
scarcely intelligible. Altogether it is a great
curiosity—just like the author, whose excellen-
cies and faults it may be said to exbibit as in a
mirror. So much wisdom and so many extra-
vagances are surely but seldom seen in such
close combinatjon.— Watchman.

THE Scientific American is usually well
informed,and conveys its opinions with great
accuracy, upon leading questions coming
within its sphere. We publish two items
from last week’ s number :—

THE AUToPSY OF PROFESSOR AGassiz.—Dr.
Morrill Wyman, of Cambridge, Mass., has
published a report on the sutopsy recently

which it may be deduced that the disease to
which the great naturalist succumbed was one
ot long standing. The arteries at the base of
the brain showed evidence of extensive chronic
disease of their lining membrane, and also sev-
eral important changes which were fatal. In
the left ventricle at the lower third, a firm,
organized clot, of the size of a peach stone, at-

more recent one had formed, its center soften-

made upon the body of Protessor Agassiz, from |

placed on record.

Tue Deata or Dr LiviNcsroxe —Intor-
matioa has recently r1eached Eagland ot the
decease ot Dr. Livingstone, the celebrated
African explorer, during Junc last. It seems
that, ia jouraeying over a partially submerged
country, he was obliged to wade some four
days throagh quite deep water. The exposure
brought on a severe attack of dysentry, of

which he fell the victim.

David Livingstone was byrn near Glasgow,
Scotland, in the year 1815, and at the age of
twenty-five became one ot the agents of the
London Missionary Society in Southern Africa.
During the sixteen years of his residence in
that couatry, he traversed the region from the
Cape ot Good Hope to 10° south latitude, and
then tollowed the Zambesi River to its mouth,
thus completing a journey of over 11,000 miles.
Rsturning to Eaglaad, he organizad a small
expedition which set oat in 1853, and returned
in 1863, after exploring the above named
country. In 1868 Dr. Livingstone again went
back to Africa, and again entered a region
totally unknown to eivikzitioa. Uatil found
by the terald reporter, Suialy, soms two
years ago, little was heard trom him, snd
namerous rumors of his death were extensively
circalated. After S:anley’s dpairture, he con-
tinued his exploratian, but no news ot him bas
been received until the prescent time, when the
British officials at Zinzibar transmit the intelli-
gence ot s death.

It would be diffizalt to, describe the libors
of this most indetatigable ol travelers in the
space here at our disposal. In bis death geo-
praphical science loses one of its most persever-
It miy be said that for a blank
spot on the mip of Africa—for a region un-
known save through tradition—he has substi-
tuted a country rich, fertile and productive,
which, before mainy years, will exercise no
small effect upon the commerce of the world.
His labors toward the suppression of the slave
trade are well knowan, and have tended largely
to limit the spread and decrease the barbarities
of that infamous traffic. He resolutely refused
to discontinue his work until he should believe
it complete; and so, isolating himself from
bis owa race for nearly a quarter of a century,
be has existed among the savages, enduring
privations without number. Though to many
his toil may appear fruitless, and the years of
patient search, barren in directly usetul re-
sults, the world is nevertheless the gainer by
the example of *‘one who loved his fellow
men," who, single hearted in his devotion, died
as he lived, a martyr to science.

ing studeats.

The New York 7ribune has a long biograph-
ical sketch of Madame Parepa Rose, whose
death at ber London home. January 22d, we
have already moted. Of her personal character
many warm words of praise uttered. In
manner she was genial, gracetul, and utiafficted
—simple as a chid. She practised all the vir-
tues of loving wite, and it was the great
griet of her later years that Heaven did not
suffer her to become the mother of a liviog
child, Quick to detect how her music affected
others, she was deeply moved by ber own sing-
ing berself—>ften melied to tears. Her
married life was one of the happiest, and the
anguish which bad fallen upon the busband by
ber loss is almost insupportable. The lives of
such persons are a perpetual benediction, and
their going out to this blotting from the firma-
ment of a lustrous asd guiding star.

SteALING Dr. GUurHERiE'S SERMONS —The
Docter told us two interesting stories in con-
nection with one of his published sermons,
which I will give as nearly as I can in his own
words: ‘‘ Some years ago I was advertised
to preach for Dr. Cooke, of Belfast on a par-
ticular Sabbatb., Before 1 left home I receiv-
ed a letter from an Irish minister, asking me as
a great favor, that I would not take tor my
text on that occasion, ‘ Bebold I stand at the
door and knock;’ and then went on to say
* I'm ashamed to give you my reason for this;
but being in Edinburgh one, I beard you
preach from that text. On my return bome I
as very much pressed tor time, and I thought 1
I might use your discourse, with a much of
your language as I could remember; and it
succeeded so well, and was so bighly prized by
my people that I gave it in Dr. Cooke’s church,
with similar results. Bat this is not all; for
the letter weat on to say, ‘ And I bhave yet
aoother favor to ask of you, my dear Sir—that
you will not preach from another text (naming
it,) and I will give you my reasons for making
this further request: One day, when I was
again late in preparation for my pulpit, a
student came in to see me, to whom I told how
1 was circumstanced. *Oh!’ says be, ‘I was
in Edinburgh last Sunday, and beard Guthrie
preach. I took notes of the sermon. Will
they be of any useto you? Well, Sir, I took
them and preached them, and again, as it the
| other case, repeated them to Dr. Cooke'’s con-
gregation,” * Of course,’ said-the Doctor, 1
took a different text from either of these two
and after a sermon a gentleman eame up,
and, grasping my band, said kindly, * Thank
you, Sir, for obliging me, and keeping oft the
two texts as I requested,” ‘ Ab!’says I, *my

tached to'the wall at the aaterior portion near 1
the septum, was found, and around this clot a | another story to tell you about that very text.

good friend, is this you? Well, it was very
easy for me to oblige you." But I have still

There was a vacant charge in one of our coun-

ed and granvlar. From this, probably nomo‘&ry districts, to which probationers were ap-

pressed wishes ot Professor A zassiz, long since |-

Provinces: .

The crisis to which your Education Instiiu-
tions bave been tending bas arrived. After
years of arduous labor and of hard struggle
Free Eduacation bas become the coanstitution
of thess Provinces—rich in actual results and
tull of promise tor the tuture. That system,
so admirably adapted to secure for your chil-
dren thorough training, repudiates all sectarian
influence, and gives to you the absolute control
of its operation. Its originators retused to
make it in any shape the vebicle of denomina-
tional propagandism; and while fully recog
nizing the necessity of moral training deter-
mined, and justly, that public funds should not
be applied to build up sectarianism,—leaving
to the different denominations the religious in-
struction of their respective adberents. That
arraogement Protestants generally accepted,
believing that religious education was not the
business of Goveroment.

This enlightened, impartial policy did not,
bowever, meet the views ot the Roman Catho-
lic authorities. They desired the entire con-
trol ot the education ol their own youth, aud
claimed as a right that Governmeant should pay
for a system repudiating eflicieat inspection and
control. Dissatisfied with existing arrange-
ments, efforts bave been persistently made by
pressure on Government and other means, to
undermine and destroy your KEducational In-
stitutions; and to sone extent these efforts
have been successful.

Deeming the tilnes favorable, because just
now Roman Catbolic votes are in demand—
the Bishops of the Maritime I’rovinces have
come out boldly with demands equivalent to
the utter subversion and rnin ot your Free
School system. They ask as a right that
Government should give to them the irrespon-
sible use of Public Fonds for the propagation,
not ot secular Education, but of their peculiar
religious views. They do not complain that
your Free Schools teach positive error, but that
they do not allow them to disseminate their re-
ligious principles. On this ground they are
stigmatized as godless, meaning thereby that
they are not under their control, snd that the
pupils are not instructed in the doctrines of
the Church of Rome.

Taking this position, and confident of their
political influence, they demand as a right that
your Rulers should reverse the legislation of
years by inaugurating in the interests of their
Church a system the logical results of which
is the overthrow of your Free Education.

The crisis is momentous, and you, as the
friends of independent thought and guardians
of your children's rights, must meet it with
prompt and decided action, and the demand
with a determined negative.—You must teach
the aggressors their true position as citizens,
and compel them to keep their religious peca-
liarities within their chapels and convents ; and
you must let your Rulers understand clearly
that under no cirtumstances and by no class of
men, however useful, will you permit a finger
to be laid on your Educational Institutions.

Should tbis crusade be succesatul the results
will be ruinous to the country. The coming
struggle is not between doetrinal Popery and
Protestantism, but between ignorance, super-
stition and balf-hearted loyalty on the one
band, and intelligence, mental independence
and whole-hearted loyalty on the other. Sbould
this attempt at establishing the denmominational
principle in Public Education succeed, what
educational system is to supply its place ? So-
cial divisions, heart-burnings and alienations
will be its fruits, and you Protestants will be-
come the supporters of an organization, whose
grand objeot is to establish over the Province
the supremacy of a Foreign Potentate. Con-
trast things as they are with this view, and are
you prepared tamely to yield to this arrogant
assumption and demand? Now we most so0-
lemaly protest against becoming through the
Governmeat of a Protestant Province the abet-
ters or supporters of an educational sysiem,
whose effects, stamped on every page of human
history, have been mental paralvsis, national
imbecility, and religious bondage.

In no doubtful terms, you bave now a de-
mand made upon you to retraee the path trod-
den hopefully for years aed eater upon the
bopeless path ot eompromise with a craity as-
sailant; and the demand ameants simply to
this—a large share of Public Funds, and
schools under the complete control of the
Romish Priesthood, teachers to be selected aad
the subjects to be taught to be determined by
the Church, ind P d of Gover 1 % with
perfect freedom to inculcate at your expense
the leading doctrine of the recent Pastoral, viz.,
that the Pope had a right to control the action
ot your Legislators in all matters affecting edu-
cation. That the Church of Rome holds this
doctrine in all its plentitude is no longer a
mere assertion. The Pastoral boldly estab-
lishes the fact.

That Pastoral covertly asserts what is un-
true. It says, *‘ It is the Parents and not the
State that are responsible tor the immortal
seuls of their children,” and then adds, *‘to
interfere with the performance of their duty ia
this particular is a violation of all law both hu-
man and divine. The object of these state-
ments is to make Roman Catbolics believe that
our free schools interfere between pareats and
children and undertake to train their ** immor-
tal souls” while the fact is the very reverse.
Your Free Schools most caretully avoid amy
interference with the subject of religious train-
ing, leaving Roman Catholiz youth enfirely in
be bands of Parents and Priests.

That they will stop short of supremacy over
your Legislators and Government, unless reso-
lutely checked as in Germany aod the Western

your sacred rights and liberties.
We know that there are amomng ws time-
servers, who for their own private ends will

States, we do not believe. We believe that|not hesitite to sacrifice your rights, but once
in ber educational system Ontario bas made a|and forever you must teach them a lesson which

terrible mistake, and it becomes us to take
warning by ber example.

The Pastoral quotes the action of Quebec,
and conveys the id=a that separate schools as
claimed by the Bishops exist there in ull their
free integrity. Nothing is further trom fact.
The School Law of Quebec operates most un-
fairly on Protestant minorities; and majorty
schools are intensely Roman Catholic in their
sectarianism, while Protestant Schools are uc-
sectarian. In the Roman Catholic schools all
the peculiar doctrines of Romanism are taught
as the public expense, while Protestants take
no public money to disseminase their doctrines.
But this is not all. Divisions of taxable locali-
ties have been made to crush Protestant schools,
and where Protestants are too weak to securea
Free School, children must grow up in igno-
rance, or attend schools where everything is
done to undermine and destroy their religious
principles. We decline to take that Province
as a model in either Law, Morals or Religion.

‘“We ask no more,” says the Pastoral.
This declaration has beea made at every new
demand, ‘‘no more" How has the promise
been kept? ‘Take Ontario, to which the
Bishops refer you, as an example. Four new
demands are ncw being made by the Priests in
Ontario—one of them for a Roman Catholic
Normal School. - This is the best commentary
on the asking ‘‘ ne more " of the Pastoral, if,
as the Bishops say, they are of one mind every-
where.

Here is the crowning argument of the Pas-
toral, and we commend it to your careful study.
It says: ** That Church through its supreme
oracle our glorious Pius 1X bas settled this
question forever.” What question? Why,
the question of bis right to denounce your
legislation and to declare it null and void if
opposed to the good ot the Church! Protest-
ants of Nova Scotia, are you prepared to sur-
render your dearest rights and privileges, and
the future of your childien to this moastrous
arrogance ? That nothing which you or your
Rulers do on thé subjest of education is valid
if opposed to the infallible authority of the
Pope!! Are you and yours manacled slaves
to be lashed and driven as this infallible dic-
tator demands ?

The Pastoral appeals, in proof of the lament-
able effects of ¥ree Education, to France—a
country where for & thousand years education
has, in both its secular and religious forms,
been under the Priests alone. What France is
to-day is due to the priestly education claimed
by the Bishops as their right in Nova Scotia.
With strange incongruity the Pastoral joins
Germany and the United States with France,
as suffering terrible consequences from unsec-
tarian education. These countries are to-day
the most intelligent, powerful, prosperous and
progessive nations of the world, while France
is like a seething caldron of ignorance and im-
piety. It the supervisioa claimed by the
Pastoral be so valuable, why is it that the Civil
Rulers of even Roman Catholic countries are
thrusting out the Priesthood trom all interfere-
ence with education ?

We look upon the Pastoral as a fait warniag.
It distinetly tells the Legialatare and Govern-
ment the exteat of the Roman Catholic demand,
“ nothing 'more * nothing less.™ 1t loaves
them to inter from the past the consequemce
of refusal. Itis a fair warning to you, and
seems to take for granted that your attachment
to your Free Education is a dream, or that the
patriotic sentiment is so dead amid the contend-
ings of party, that not a finger will be raised
in opposition to priestly dictatioa, and that at
s sigo from Rome you and your Rulers must
meekly submit. Wesay *‘ asign from Rome,”
for it is & fact which the Pastoral acknowledges
that the Bishops are acting under directions
from Rome. To-day the Government of
Qaebec acknowledges the supremacy of the
Pope over their action in the civil erection of
tbe Parish of Notre Dame de Grace, in
obedience (o a command from Rome !

To you, Protestants, the Pastoral is a plain
proof that there are among you, men, enjoying
all the rights aed privileges of British citizens,
vet laboring to compel the Governments of
these Provinces to mould their legislation in
accordance with the will of a foreign Potentate
whose interference in legislation, even in Rome;
Roman Catholics tremselves repudiate. These
men indirectlygteach opposition to laws con-
ferring equal eivil rights with their Protestant
fellow citizens, simply because those laws do
not give them a supremacy which wounld be
tatal alike to civil and religious liberty; and
you bave to expect their continued efforts till
your Educational Institutions are overthrown,
and there is really *‘ nothing more™ to de-
mand.

The Pastoral throws down the gauntlet to the
Protestantism of the Provinces, and from the
preposterous mature of the demands, and fthe
arrogancy of their tones we cabnot but believe
that that gauntlet will be promptly taken up by
you. It is an opon declaration of war, and a
fair warning at least on the part of the Bishops
that it will be ** war to the knife.”

We earnestly call upon you for earnest ac-
tion—caln and determined, and such as will
proclaim your fixed resolve to stand by Free
ussectarian Edueation—and as will show the
Government that you are resolved to have no

will be a warning for all time to come.

As the friends of our Free Unseclarian
School System we confideatly appeal to you
for prompt and decided action.

And respectfully subscribe ourselves, the
Synod's Committee on Public Education.

W. McCurrocu, D.D, Convener.
A. McKxigur,

I’. G. McGrrGor,

Jonx Forrest,

C. B. Prreravo,

Ronert MURRAY.

A PUBLIC RECANTATION BY A RO-
MISH PRIEST.

The Dublin Evening Mail repor's the pro-
ceedings in the Metropolitan Hall on Sunday
week, on the public recantation of Romanism
made by the Rev. Edward Shanahan, late a
Roman Catholic priest, aged twenty-five.

Having made a profession of faith by repeat-
ing the Nicene Creed after the Rev. Mr. Scott,
he abjured the errors of Rome in the following
protest, which he delivered in a firm tone of
voice :—;

*1, Edward Shanahan, do solemnly and
sincerely, in the presence of (God, profess, tes-
tity and declare that 1 do not believe in the
following articles of faith as taught in the
Church of Rome. They are novelties in relig-
ion unknown to the early fathers of the Church
—the Apostles—aad contrary to Holy Serip-
tores, namely —Invocatigerol saints, worship »(
images, intallibility of the Charch, celibacy of
the clergy, transubstantiation, auricular com-
fession, supremacy of the Pope, sale of indul-
gences, service in Latia, withholding the cup
from the laity, purgatory, Mariolatry, or wor-
ship of the Virgin Mary, seven sacraments,
Apocrypbal books, priestly intention, vemial
and mortal sins, Sacrifice of the Mass, monas-
tic institations, iusufficiency of the Scriptures
as a rule of faith, prohibition of the reading of
the Bible to the laity, interpretation of the
Scriptures according to the sense of the Church,
extreme unction, the works of supererogation,
new creed ot Pope Pius 1V., the laquisition,
and lastly, the Immaculate Conception of the
Virgin Mary, promulgated the 8th of Decem-
ber, 1854, by Pope Pius 1X. And I do make
this declaration and every part thereof in the
plain and ordinary sense of the words read unto
me as they are commonly understood by Pro-
testants, without any evasion, equivocation or
mental reservation whatever, or without any
hope of such dispensation for any power or au-
thority whatsoever, or without believing that I
am or can be acquitted before God or man, or
absolved of this declaration or any part thereof,
although the FPope or any person or persons or
power whatsoever should dispense with or an-
nul the same, or declare that it was oull and
void from the beginning. Amen. So belp me
God.”

The oath of allegiance was then administer-
ed, declaring the Queen the only supreme
governor of this realm, and of all others ber
dominions and countries, as well in all spiritual
or ecclesiastical things or causes as temporal,
and that no foreign prinee, person, prelate,
state, or potentate bath or ought to have any
legal jurisdiction, power, superiority, pre emi-
nence, or authority, ecclesiastical or spiritual,
withia this realm.

Mr. Loftus, also formerly a Roman Catholic
priest, preached the sermon, taking ss bis text
Rev. xviii. 24, and xix. 90, in which be advo-
cated the claims of the Priests’ Protection 8o~
ciety, founded by Mr. Scott, and under the
auspices of which Mr. Shacahan was received
into the Church of Ireland.

Obituary.

Diep, October 17th, aged 53 years, CLariCY,
wife of Capt. Walker, after a long and paintul
illness which she bore with Christian resigna-
tion. Her bereaved husband and children
mourn their loss, but not as those without hope,
for we believe that she has gone to be with
Jesus. May Christ Jesus, so direct this fam-
ily, that as an unbroken family, they may meet
in the upper and better world.

Diep, November 18t years, Miss
Harrex, only daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Har-
pen, Senr., of this place. Dearly beloved by
parents and brothers and families, and bighly
esteemed by all ber acquaintances ; and strong-
ly attached to them it was bard for her to re-
linquish ber hold on lite; for the sake of her
aged parents she would have desired to live,
but the Master called, and she resigned herselt
into the hands ot Christ the sinners friend, and
peacefully passed away, praying ‘‘ not my wil{
but thine be done.” May Divine coasolatios
be given to the aged parents.

Diep, Jaonuary 17th, Mgs. Coox, wife of
Mr. Joha Cook, aged 63 years. She had sul-
tered much for some years, which she bore
with patient resignation to the Divine will. She
loved to bear God's word read and prayer of-
fered as she neared the gate of death; it re-
minded her of impressions made in the days of
ber youth, as she listened to the family wor
ship in her early home in Scotland ; would that
family worship was more highly prized smongst
us. May the lonely busband fiod & friend in
Christ. T. E.

Shediac, Feb. 7, 1874.




