124

THE W SLEYAN

= e S e ————

- .2tTTE = B el i
del of < the divine oribin of episcopacy,” and shoot-
ing from its ramparts against their tLl.().\-p.nr»tmns
and mlhisters arrows of © apostolical succession.’

¢ Q. What do you mean by the Church of Eneland ?

“ A. By the Charch ot l",'l”ldllll t mean the Church
“of Christ, as it is established Ly the laws of England.”

In this answer does the Compiler mean there is no
other Christian Church in England than the onc
which is established by law ¢ If so, to the correct-
ne<s of the assumption we demur in tolo.  Butif he
only mean that the Churchi of England is that part of
the Chuareh of Christ which is established by the laws
of the land ;) then all the difference between it and
other trye ehurches is,—the Churel of Fngland is that
part o the Christian Church estallished by law,—
other tree churches are that pnr' of the Churceh of

Chirist treely wnd fally toleraled an?d sanclioned by

Law !
< Q. Tithe Cloareh of Foglond a true Chureh
SN Yes o beenuse tie word of God is peihed in

it, cand the Sacraments are daly edininistered by per- i
sons ightly ordained.”

Suppe-c all this to be trae @ yet other chiurches are
true chirches, for the same reason, hecause the word
of God is preached
duly adimimistered by persons rezktly ordained,

“). it wlso o leaal Chits o 2

AL Yes o because it is estabiizhed by Taw?

This has heen already s

the arouneeat. A Leeal churvelr may not be a true

thera and the sacraments are

simown o Live no weizht in

church :
The laws of Foasland, winlst they established one par-
, extends the shickd

a true chureli inny not be a legal cliureh,

ticular ehurch 25 tue State-Chuarely
of its proteclion to &l others

Q. Isitnot our duty to confo i to the laws of onee
countyy ?

“A. Yes. St Paul savs, ¢ Let every soul be sub-
jectunto the hiher powers > (Rom, xiiiL 1) and St
Peter bids us to subnait to every ordinauce of man tor
the ¢ Lord’s sake? ? (l Pet. ii. 1.5))

Havinzs already shown thet the Chureh of Dngland,
refy stands pre-

as to its vlanm ot being a‘ true” chu
cizely on the same footing as ofher true churclics, the
@ only arzument to be dizsposed of'in favour of absolite

eonformity to ity is the oue derived trom its lemal ¢s-
tahtishment. On this topic some remarks have been
but ax this i5 a ¢ strong hold,” a few more
may be adde . T'o prove then that all British sub-
Jects are obligd to conform to the Establishment, the

made 3

endeavour is made o show, that, as the Seriptures re-
quire obedienct to civil Governors, and as the

tevs of religion.

rezard to the judgments, consciences, and religious
rizhts and privileges of all other Christian Societies
whose tencts are not subversive of the civil govern.
ment,—otherwise the Civil Power is entrenching upon
the prerogatives of Deity. A religious establishment,
without full toleration—we dislike the word * tole.
ration,” but use it for want of a better—for all sincere,
genuine Christians to worship God in the way agree.
able to conscience, has no sanction from Saiceep
W ri1T—Iis based on narrow, unchristian principles—
and calculated to alienate respect and affection. No
«Power is scripturally authorized to tyranize over the
consciences of its subjects and dictate to them in mat.

Thesc are aflairs between them and
their Maxer. But Dr. Burgess clains for the Church
of England an unjualified conformity, because it is es-
tablishod by law—this claiin being confirmed, as he
supnoscs, by the Seriptures previously quoled. To
show that we do not mistake or misrepresent his views,
we qrote the two next questions with their answers,
(3. Is it not thea your duty to conform to the Es-

tablislied Church ?

‘AL Yes.

“ Q. Why ?

¢ A. Because it is a true Church established by law ;
and beraus: ¢ the powers that be,” by whom it is es.
tablisl.od, + arc ordained of God.” (Rom. xiii. 1)

"T'Lis is pinusible but nut sound.
ivrence the premises must be unquestionubly true.
Vhie arzumeit is this— The powers that Le,’” heing
ordzined of Gad, must be obeyed.—But the *¢ powers
that be” in Eagland Lave cstablished the English

T'o sustain the in-

Church—Therefore it is the duty ot all British sub-  ~

jeets to conform to the Church of England.

The powers that Lo must Ge obeyed.  Obeyed
in what 2 lere the question rests. ‘They cannot
soripturally bind our ecascience or the causcience of
“The powers that were” in the days
of the Aposiles were @ mueh ¢ oedained of God,” a3
are those of the present time.  Whilst therefore the
Apostles comnanded Christians as well as others to
e suljeet anto the Lieler power,” it was, from the
very nature of the case, in taings pertaining to their
civil vilice, a5 the Rvrners were Pagan and not Chris-
tian. Hence St. Paul exhorts,—¢ Render therefore
to all : tribute to whom tribute is due;
custoin to whoin custom  fear to whom fear ; honour
to whom honour 3 (I.Om. xiii. 7.) and St. Peter,—
“ Subinit yourach c3 to every ordinance of man for
the Lord’s sake : whether it be to the king as su-
preme ; or unto governors as unto them that are sent
by hin for the punishment of evil doers, and for the

any other it

their dues

Chaicl of Fazland is established by law, so ther fore
it becomesthe bounden duty of all of whatever profis-
ston to Lecome menbers of the Fatablishment, no al-
lowancc being wade for partialitics or preferences, or
dictates of conweience to the contrary.  Now nlthoush
' . . . . b
T g ek it not repugnant to the spiri: of the Bible
for kings i

such, w make provision for the supply

and governments, but the positive duty of
of the spiritual
voants of their people—aand in this view we are not
Iostile bat friendly to the Church ot Engiand as an
Estabiished € h.xru-—vpt this is to be done with due

praisc of them that do well. For so is the will of God,
that with well doing ye may put to silence the igno-
rance of foolish men,” &e. (1 Pet. ii. 13—15.)

\ud yet shall we be told that had the ‘¢ powers that
then were” established that Christians should con-
Jorm to the religion of the State, that is, to Idolatry,
the passages in question would have sanctioned or en-
In a case like

had their advice been solicited, thc Apostles,
doubtless, would have said,—In all matters civil,
tending to the suppor: and well-being of the State, you
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| forced obedience as a *“ duty 7 No.
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