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Next to securing a crop of honey, the most
important matter is the selling of the =ame.
Some beekeepers (specialists) are adverse to giv-
ing any emcouragement to farmers or others to
keep a few bees, on the ground that the small
producers are the ounes who usually hurt the
honey market. For instance, a farmer with half
a dozen colonies in a good year may possibly
have five or six hundred pounds of hionmey. This
will seem like a prodigous amount to him, and
he will jump to the conclusion that ‘‘ honey is a
big crop this year, and the sooner I get rid of
mine the better.”” Consequently, he rushes it off
to the nearest market, put up in any and every
shape, and possibly takes whatever he is offered
for it, thus demoralizing that market for the
large producer. Just last year T knew of a man
who had 1,500 lbs. of honey, which he sold for
6 cents retail, when the prevailing price was 9
cents wholesale. Needless to say, that man
couldn’t afford to spend a dollar for a bee iour-
nal or any other periodical. While two or three
cents a pound does not mean much on a few
Irundred pounds, it does amount to considerable
to the specialist, who may have anywhere from
five to thirty or more thousand pounds, so it is
not to be wondered at if some of the large pro-
ducers are opposed to encourage others to keep
bees, who will then sell their honey for 6 cents
when it is worth 9.

In selling honey for the retail trade, in stores
or other places, the package is quite a consider-
ation. A glance over any grocery counter at the
different attractiva labels on canned goods, soaps,
baking powders, etc., will convince anyone that
manufacturers of these different articles know the
value of handsome packages, and it will certainly
pay the beekeeper to put his product up in a neat
and attractive form. For the wholesale trade it
is not so particular as to what kind of a con-
tainer the honey is in, the square 60-pound tins
probably being the handiest and most satisfac-
tory. For retailing, the five- and ten-pound, slip
cover, lacquered pails, nicely labelled with qual-
ity of honey, your name and address, etc., are
the best packages I know off; for smaller
amounts, one-pound glass jars are mostly used.

By all means label your honey intended for the
retail trade—i. e., your clover and basswood
honey. Better sell buckwheat and other dark
grades wholesale, as the general public think all
honey alike, consequently if they have had a pail
of choice clover honey and then should happen to
get a pail of buckwheat honey, they will be very
apt to accuse the producer of the latter of adul-
teration. It pays to label your honey for differ-
ent reasomns, the chief one being that it advertises
your product, as you certainly will not put your
name and address on anything you are ashamed
of. Last year I had two thousand pounds put up
in {ive- and ten-pound pails, nicely labelled, in-
tending to sell it at the stores. However, a
wholesale firm made me an offer which T accepted.
In a couple of months I received letters of in-
quiry from different parts of Ontario, asking me
for quotations on honey like that they had re-
cently purchased from Mr. H——, the wholesale
man, of Toronto. The moral is obvious: Pro-
duce a good article, put it on the market in an
attractive form, letting the public know where it
comes from, and you will have no trouble to dis-
pose of your product at a fair remuneration. FIor
a number of years, with beekeepers in this secc-
tion, the cost of pails was a dead loss. How-
ever, five years ago the members of the York
County Association unanimously agreed to sell
by gross weight—i. e., a five-pound pail weighs
five pounds, including weight of pail. By this
arrangement, price of pails is reduced to a mini-
mum, and there is nothing unfair about it, as the

customer knows preciscly what he is buying, as
cach pail is labelled fiye pounds, gross weight.
In selling hundreds of pails have yet to hear the
first complaint from dealer or customer, so have
good reason to believe that the system is satis-
factory to all concerned.

If your honev is in large storage tanks, be
sure and have it put in smaller packages before
granulation sets in. Personally, I like to have it
put in pails right away—i. e., as soon as any
foreign substance has had time to rise to top of
tanks—believing that the natural aroma of the
honey is better preserved by so doing. Some say
they leave it in the tanks to.ripen (?). Better let
it ripen in the hive, and so prevent any uneasy
feeling in that line.

Good caltle from ten good Canadian Shorthorn
herds will be offered at the Hamilton, Ont., sale,

Aug. 13th
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Fattening Chickens on the Farm.

It is surprising how much better chicken do
when put in the fattening crate as compared with
those running at large. Only yesterday, a farmer
from whom I purchased some chickens came in
and was looking over the birds in the crates.
After looking them over, he asked where the
chickens were I had purchased from him about
two weeks previous,y, and when told that he was
then looking at them, he would scarcely believe
they were the same chickens. ‘‘ Well,”” says he,
‘it certainly brings them along.”’ This is what
averybody says who has an opportunity of seeing
the fowls. It would certainly pay the farmer to
fatten his own. If it is profitable for us to buy
the birds from the farmer and buy his feed to feed
the chicken, why does he not feed them himself ?
I oftan suggest to the farmer to feed his own, but
the general reply is: ‘I could not sell them as
well as you, nor yet have I the buildings.”” Such
answers amount to nothing. It requires no new
buildings, and as far as selling is concerned,
there are a number of buyers only too anxious to
get the stock at good prices, not less than 10
cents per pound for well-fattened stock. The birds
cortainly want to be fasted at least 24 hours be-
fore killing, and need to be dry-picked.

What is required to make a success of fatten-
ing fowls at this season of the year is an open
shed or cool stable, or a lean-to as seen in the
picture. Any one will protect the fowls from the
rain and sun. Of course, one must avoid a direct
draft, otherwise some of the chickens may take
cold and will then do poorly.

Our experience is that generally the chickens
do much better in crates than when confined,
loose, to a small pen. The crate is easily built,

FEEKEDING CRATE FOR FATTENING.

being made usually 6 ft. 6 in. long, 18 in. high,
and 16 in. wide. The crate is divided into three
compartments ; each will hold four or five chick-
ens, depending upon the size of the bird The
crate is made of slats, those on the top, bottom
and back run lengthwise of the crate, while those
in front run up and down. The slats are usually
14 in. wide and § in. thick. ‘lThey are placed
2 in. apart to allow the chickens to put their
heads through for fecding. The slats on the bot-
tom are { in. apart ; this admnits of the dropping
passing through to the ground. Care should be
taken not to have the first slat at the back fit
tightly against the back, but should be at least
1 in. away from the back. ‘“This prevents the

droppings collecting and decomposing. A small
V trough is placed in front for to feed and water
the birds ; also small doors in the front or on the
top to admit of taking the chickens in or out

(See photo.) 0Old shoe boxes or packing-cases can
be used in making crates.

We get very good gains by putting the chick-
ens up to fattening when weighing from 2 to 3
Ibs. each ; in fact, they gain more economically
at this size than at 4 lbs. and upwards, provid-
ing the birds are healthy and thrifty and of ga
suitable breed, such as Plymouth Rock, Wyan-

dottes, or Orpingtons Our plan is to feed the
chickens lightly the first week and then for the
next two or three weeks give them all they will
eat, but no more, and if any is left it is t;aLctx up
within fifteen minutes after heing fed.

We are feeding at present o mixture of {inely-
ground grains and milk, composed of as follows
2 parts corn meal, 2 barlev meal. 3 shorts, 1
oats (finely ground), 1 animal meal. This is
mixed with an equal weight of <him milk. Water

is given after each feed. No doubt other feeds
would give good results. We have had verv good
results from corn meal, shorts and ;mt,”t(;e{ wet
with skim milk. We calculate that the mixture
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as used cost us $1.40 per hundred for the grains,
and the skim milk is figured at 10 cents per
hundred.

We have just weighed 15 chickens that we put
in the crate July 5th, weighing in at 33 lbs., and
to-day (July 22nd) they weigh 51 1bs., making g
gain of 18 lbs. This can be domne by anyone.
During the 17 days they have consumed 55 lbs.
10 ounces of grain and about an equal weight of
milk. This would cost about 83 cents, or a
pound of gain for a little more than 44 cents.
Surely it has paid to fatten these birds, as they
can be sold to-day at 10 cents per poumd, live
weight, or 124 cents, dressed. Of course, these
prices will decline, but the chicks would probably
do better in a little cooler weather.

W. R. GRAHAM.

Poultry 'Dept., O. A. C.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

1st.—Questions asked by bona. subscribers tothe “ Farm.
er's Advocate” are answered in this department free.

2nd.—Our purpose is to give help in real difficulties ; there
Jore, we reserve the right to discard enguiries not of general in:
terest, or which appear to be asked out of mere curiosity.

3rd.—Questions should be clearly stated and plainlywritien,
on one side of the paper only and must be accompanied by the
Jull name and mﬁ'ress of the writer, as a guarantee of good
JSaith, though the name is not necessarily for publication.

Ath.—In veterinary questions, the symptoms especially must
be fully and clearly stated, otherwise satisfactory replies can-
not be given.

VYeterinary.

FATALITY IN COLT.

A yearling colt, that had grown well but did
not keep in good condition, was turned out on
grass in the spring and did well until the last of
June, when it became dull and gaunt and did
mot feed. I put it in
the stable, and it
became stiff in hind
quarters, stopped
eating, and showed
symptoms o f diar-
rheea. 1 sent for a
veterinarian and he
treated for diar-
rheea, with apparent
success, as the diar-
rheea was not so
great, and it showed
a slight tendency to
eat. I lefit it in this
state, and, returning
in twenty minutes,
found it dead. 1
sent for the wvetoer-
inarian and he ar-
rived in about five
hours and held a
post - mortem. We
found some inflam-
mation in the lining
of the digestive
canal, but mnot
enough t o cause
death. T he lungs
considerably en-
gorged with blood
and the carotid ar-
tery filled with a
white fibrous material resembling a sinew. The
heart contained a cone-shaped mass of like ma-
terial as large as a hen ogg.

Lanark Co. SUBSCRIBER.

Ans.—Your colt died from exhaustion caused
by diarrhcea and the absence of nutrition. It
evidently was congenitally veak, and it might
have been improved by tonics and extra gcod
care during the winter. The digestive organs be-
ing  weak, diarrhaa was easily produced. The
veterinarian evidently did all that could be done,
and while he succeeded in checking the diarrhca,
vitality of the colt had by this time become so
low that even while he appeared to want to cat
he suddenly collapsed. The whitish, cord-like
structure found in the arteries and the mass in
the heart were the fibrin and serum of the blood.
The congestion of the vessels of the lungs is al-
ways found when an animal is not bled. There
may, as you suspect, have been an excess of fibrin
in the blood, but 1 do not think it was either
the cause of the disease or of death.

J. H. REED, V. S.

LAME COLT.

A yearling colt that was weak and crooked on
ome hind fetlock when born and has always gone
lame when trotting, has hurt or sprained the
joint and now goes quite lame.

Muskoka Co R. W., Jr.

Ans.—Your colt will always be weak in this
joint. For the present lameness, treat as fol-
lows :  Put in a box stall and keep quiet ; bathe
the joint with cold water long and oftem and
apply a cotton-flannel bandage. After the acute
lameness and tenderness has disappeared, blister
in the usual manner. Repeated blisterings will
have a tendency to strengthen the joint.

J. H. REED, V. S.
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