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EDITORIAL.

Sheep at the Ontario Agricultural College. |

Almost all the established English breeds of
sheep have representatives on the College Farm.
They are kept for the purpose of instruction to the
students as to their differences in general form,
comparative size, quality of wool, etc. Only a
small number of each is thought to be necessary,
which are good representatives, and kept in good
breeding condition. It is not uncommon to hear
expressions of disappointment regarding their
condition, but would it not be the height of folly
to waste feed in ruining their breeding qualities
for the sake of the praise of those who look for a
show ring animal, instead of those in a condition
to produce lambs in best form ? We agree with the
authorities of the Farm in continuing to keep
their sheep in reasonable breeding flesh.

Of Cotswolds there are four ewesand one ram,
all two-shear, imported in 1892 from one of th'é
best flocks in England ; also three very fine lambs.
These are all very good specimens, well covered
with fleeces of useful, lustrous wool. One of the
finest ewes has a slightly grayish face and legs,
the others are all of the white-faced type.

Of Lincolns there are six animals, comprising
one ewe and oneram, two-shear, imported in 1892,
The ram inclines to be coarse more particularly in
in fleece, but the ewe is a very good one. She had
a very fine lamb last spring, which now promises
to be as good as herself. The remaining three are
yearling ewes, which were purchased from Mr.
Oliver, of St. Marys, who imported them a few
months ago. They are rather nice in quality, but
somewhat undersized for first-class specimens.

The Leicester flock consists of two three-shear
ewes imported in 1891, one shearling ewe bred on
the Farm, two ram and two ewe lambs. They
are a nice, even lot of useful sheep.

Of Oxfords there are three three-shear ewes im—'/

ported in 1891, one two-shear ram imported in 1892.
These were successful show sheep in England,
which is evidence enough of their superiority.
We would, however, look for finer fleeces on
typical specimens of the breed. There are also
three ewe and three ram lambs, which are a very
nice, even lot—in fact, they show more evenness in
size and quality than the lambs of any of the other
breeds on the Farm.

The Hampshire flock consists of three three-
shear ewes, which were imported in 1891, one
shearling ewe home-bred, and six lambs. These
are all, according to the demands of their admirers,
strong and vigorous. In size something less than
the Oxford, with fleeces about one grade finer
than the Shropshire. Thev have shown them-
selves to be peculiarly adapted to forcing their
lambs to an early maturity by their excellent
milkingqualities. We would say that they come
next to the Dorsets in this particular.

The next breed to mention is the Suffolk, of
which there are two three-shear ewes and one
two-shear ram imported in 1891, one shearling ewe
home-bred, and four very fine lambs. This breed
seems to have some connection in blood with the
Hampshires, as they are much like them in general
form, but differ in the color and covering of the
head and legs, which are of a glossy black, and
having little or nowool on the head or legs. They
also have a little more length of leg, and are con-
siderably finer in bone, which is noticed in the
head as well as the legs. The ears are somewhat
less in size and less inclined to droop. At first sight
they appear too high from the ground, which
gives the impression thatthey havelittle subsmnce,
and that they would be hard to feed, but such ig

not the case, as the ewes now in medium condition
" weigh two hundred and fifty pounds each. One

objection to them is their tendency to have clouded
patches of wool about the neck and thighs.

The Shropshire flock numbers twenty-three,
consisting of one two-shear ram imported in 1892,
seven three-shear ewes imported in 1891, three
shearling ewes home-bred, eight ewe and four ram
lambs. They are all fairly good sheep, being even,
smooth and well-wooled. In their own pens they
give spectators the impression that they are
undersized, owing to their short legs and their
position so near the longer legged sorts. Their
compactness and symmetry are too well known to
need any notice here.

In the pen for Southdowns can be scen the sort
that has stood the test for many years, and con-
tinues to have many admirers. The Hock com-
prises one ram and four ewes, three-shear, imported
in 1891, also five lambs of nice quality. These are,
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to many, the beauties of the O. A. C. sheep fold,
but they; like the Shrops, suffer somewhat in size
when compared with the coarser breeds.

The comparatively new and popular breed
known .as Horned Dorsets completes the list: Of
these there are one two-shear ram imported in 1892,
eight three shear ewes imported in 1891,
five ram and three ewe lambs, home-bred and
dropped in the spring of 1893. Unfortunately this
breed has not, had a chance to show their special
})ower of producing fall lambs, owing to the use-

essness of a sterile ram and otheravoidable causes.
We hope to learn more.of them from the Farm
before very long. We feelsure there is a place for
them on many Ontario farms, to raise lambs for the
spring demand in our large cities.

It will be noticed that the number of shearlings
is very small, which can be accounted for in the
fact that the ravages of the tape worm wasso great
in the spring of 1892 that almost all the lambs of
all the breeds were lost. Last season the College
Veterinary, Prof. Dr. Reid, treated the lambs with
medicine composed chiefly of a decoction of pump-
kin seeds, and the result has been to destroy the
&)‘est to such an extent that very few were-"lost.

hey were also pastured cn another part of the
farm from the former year, which may have had a
beneficial influence.

Annual Meeting of the Ontario Veterinary
Association.

The annual meeting of this Association was held
in the Veterinary College, Toronto, on Thursday,
December 21st, 1893.

The President, Mr. John Wende, V. S., of
Buffalo, N. Y., U. S,, in the chair. In his opening
address Mr. Wende spoke with much feeling of his
gratification at being placed in the honorable
position he occupied, and he impressed on the
members present the advantages of associations of
the various professions, and, indeed, of all the
callings in life, and of their meeting for mutual im-
provement and discussion.

The Secretary’s, Registrar’s, Treasurer’s and
Auditors’ reports were then received and adopted.

Mr. John Wende read an interesting paper on
pyo-septhamisa, commonly called ‘“joint ill” in
foals. He mentioned the different names by
which.it was known, and the various views as to
its pathology which had been held. He said that
Bollinger, in 1873, first recognized it as omphalo
phlebitis. He fully described the symptoms, also
the post mortem appearances produced by emboli
in the capillaries of the viscera. He mentioned
that ¢ pervius urachus,” though frequent, was not
invariably present. It is a very serious disease.
He also gave the line of treatment he adopted.

Messrs. Crowforth, W. J. Wilson and others
took part in the discussion that followed.

In a discussion in which Mr. C. Elliott, Major
Lloyd, Mr. Quinn and others took part, it was
ultimately suggested that the Council of Arts
should send representatives to attend at the nom-
inationsof the Ontario Veterinary College.

A discussion then took place on certain parties
advertising as teaching veterinary dentistry, and
granting diplomas as veterinary dentists; and a
resolution was passed that a committee be found
to frame a resolution strongly condemning such
parties for issuing their so-called veterinary dental
diplomas, the resolution to be presented to the
Provincial Secretary and to the Crown Attorney,
who were to be interviewed on the subject.

Moved by Mr. O'Neil, seconded by Major Lloyd,
and carried, that a motion of condolence be for-
warded to the widow of the late Mr. Hand, of
Alliston, an old and respected member of this
Association, expressing deep feelings of sympathy
with her in her late sad bereavement.

The question of contagious pleuro-pneumonia
in cattle then came up, and a resolution was moved
by Mr. C. Elliott, seconded by Mr. W. J. Wilson,
that no contagious pleuro-pneumonia exists at
the present time, neither has that disease ever
made its appearance in the province of Ontario.
This was carried unanimously.

Mr. John Wende gave a short account of his
attendance at the United States Veterinary Con-
gress at Chicago.

Moved by Mr. W. J. Wilson, seconded by Mr.
A. Crowforth, and carried, that all the directors
read a paper at thenext meeting of the Association.

The following new members were duly elected :
Mr. W. McGuire, D. V. S, of Shawville, Que.: Mr.
A. Crowforth, V. S, of Lockport, N. Y., U. S.: and
Mr. S. T. Holder, V. S., of Mount, Albert, Ont.

The officers for the following year are: Mr,
W. Burns, V. S., King, President; Mr. G. L.
Robson, V. S., Manchester, I'irst Vice-President ;
Mr. H. Hopkins, V. S., Green River, Second Vice-
President ; Mr. C. H. Sweetapple, V. S., Toronto,
Secretary ; Mr. W. Cowan, V. S., Galt, Treasurer,

Directors—Messrs. J. Wende, D. Hamilton, J. s

Quinn, W. Gibb, W. J. Wilson, S. T. Holder, A.
Crowforth and W. Steele. Auditors Messrs., (.
Elliott and J. D. O'Neil. Messrs. J. H. Wilson and
J. D. O’Neil were appointed representatives to the
Western Fair Association, Mr. W. Cowan was
appointed representative to the Cential Farmers'
Institute.

Annual Convention of Western Dairymen
at Ingersoll.

The seventeenth annual convention of the
Dairymen’s Association of Western Ontario will
be held at Ingersoll, Ont., on January 23rd, 24th,
and 25th, 1894. ¢

During the summer months the farmer directs
his attention and puts forth every effort to produce
as much as possible from his land, in order that he
may have his barns filled with the most suitable
foods for his stock during the winter. It is just as
important, and just as much his business, that he
should, during the comparative leisure of the win-
ter months, store up in his mind valuable informa-
tion in reference to the best practices in caring for
his stock, and in operating his farm so as to carry
it on most successfully, and be enabled to produce
this storehouse of suitable food with the least
cost and with the greatest amount of profit to him-
self. .

The numerous Farmers’ Institutes and Dairy
Conventions will furnish ample opportunity for
acquiring this knowledge, consequently these
meetings, as well as the meeting of Western Dairy-
men at Ingersoll, should be largely attended.

This annual gathering of dairymen will be
unique in many respects; it will ge the largest

athering of prominent and practical dairymen in
%utario. During the three days of the meeting
more practical information about the cow, how to
use her, how to feed her, and how to make the
most profit out of her, will be given than can be
got from any other source in the same length of
time. It will enable everyone who attends to
hear some of the leading dairymen and agricultur-
ists on this continent, including Hon. Jno. Dryden,
Hon. Thos. Ballantyne, Dr. L. L. Vanslyke,Geneva,
N.Y., John Gould, Esq., Ohio, Profs. Robertson
and Fletcher, Ottawa, Prof. James, Toronto, Prof.
Dean, Guelph, and other practical mer.

Every farmer, every dairyman, every cheese
and buttermaker, and every manufacturer who
desires the latest information about paying for
milk Ly butterfat, the selection of dairy cows and
how to feed and care for them for profit, the silo
and its benefits to the dairyman, and the benefits
to be derived from practical dairying, should make
it a point to be present at the Ingersoll meeting on
the 23rd, 24th and 25th. Reduced rates on rail-
ways.

The reports of the Experimental Union and the
Eastern Dairymen’s Association have crowded out
of this issue many useful contributions. These will
be published as soon as our space will allow.

For some time we have endeavored to induce
farmers who had used commercial fertilizersto give
ourreaders the benefit of their experience. In this
issue, J. Y. O. is out with an article on this sub-
ject. Can we not induce others tosend us an ac-
count of their experience alone thisline. Come,

gentlemen, no more ‘“Rip Van Winkle”. Wake
up and tell our readers whether the use of com-
mercial fertilizers has paid you or not. Give us
your experience.

We thoroughly endorse Mr. W. J. Stevenson'’s
suggestion, viz.:: Let us who are interested start a
query column, where questions may be asked and
answered by capable and experienced men—let us
tell each other our experience. Come along, gen-
tlemen, we want the result of your experience; tell
it to us, and we will tell thirty thousand

farmers what you say. Some of them may be able
to tell you something valuable. We will try to
get them todoso. Come along, Mr. Stevenson; we
can’t hear from you too often, judging by the
letter we publish in this issue. )

In her poultry article this issue, Mrs. Tilson,
among other good things, says: “Althoughourown
experience is the best teacher, another’s experi-
ence often gives us a great start up the hill of
knowledge, and puts money in our pockets.” These
are true words, and should be heeded by every
readgg; by careful observation each should learn.
The ‘person is either conceited or foolish who sup-
poses he can learn nothing from his neighbors.
One of the great benefits to be derived from the
institute work is that farmers may meet and com-
pare notes, affording food for thought, and increas-
ing a desire for reading and study. The Govern-
ment can domuch to stimulate the institute work,
but it can never make it benefit any farmer, if he
will not attend the meetings, or” follow up the
speeches he hears by reading and increased thought-
fulness and observation.

Errata.

Under the heading, “Oats or Wheat for Horse
Feeding,” in our last issue, the writer was made to
sayv: “ For a basis of comparison, therefore, it
must be sousieered.”  This clause should have
read: 1oy o basis of comparison, therefore, it

must he ossicged
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